
  

 
 
 

Decisions taken by the Union Cabinet  
(14-15th June 2022) 

 
 Cabinet approves Auction of IMT/5G Spectrum 

 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved 
a proposal of the Department of Telecommunications to conduct spectrum auction through 
which spectrum will be assigned to the successful bidders for providing 5G services to public 
and enterprises. 
 
Digital connectivity has been an important part of policy initiatives of Government through 
its flagship programs such as Digital India, Start-up India, Make in India etc. 
 
Broadband, especially the mobile broadband, has become integral part of the daily lives of 
the citizens. This received a big boost through the rapid expansion of 4G services across the 
country since 2015. Eighty crore subscribers have access to broadband today compared to 
ten crore subscribers in 2014. 
 
Through such pathbreaking policy initiatives, the Government has been able to promote 
access to mobile banking, online education, telemedicine, e-Ration etc. to Antyoday 
families. 
 
The 4G ecosystem created in the country is now leading to 5G indigenous development. The 
5G test bed setup in 8 top technology institutes of India is speeding up the launch of 
domestic 5G technology in India. The PLI (Production-Linked Incentives) schemes for mobile 
handsets, telecom equipments and the launch of the India Semiconductor Mission is 
expected to help build a strong ecosystem for the launch of 5G services in India. The time is 
not far away when India is going to emerge as a leading country in field of 5G technology 
and the upcoming 6G technology. 
 
Spectrum is an integral and necessary part of the entire 5G eco-system. The upcoming 5G 
services have the potential to create new age businesses, generate additional revenue for 
enterprises and provide employment arising from the deployment of innovative use-cases 
and technologies. 
 
A total of 72097.85 MHz of spectrum with a validity period of 20 years will be put to auction 
to be held by the end of July, 2022. The auction will be held for spectrum in various Low 
(600 MHz, 700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300 MHz), Mid (3300 MHz) 
and High (26 GHz) frequency bands. 



 
It is expected that the Mid and High band spectrum will be utilised by Telecom Service 
Providers to roll-out of 5G technology-based services capable of providing speed and 
capacities which would be about 10 times higher than what is possible through the current 
4G services. 
 
The spectrum auction will be benefitted by the Telecom Sector Reforms announced in 
September, 2021. The reforms include zero Spectrum Usage Charges (SUC) on the spectrum 
acquired in the upcoming auction, providing a significant relief to the service providers in 
terms of the operating cost of telecom networks. Further, the requirement of submitting a 
financial bank guarantee equivalent to one annual instalment has also been done away 
with. 
 
Continuing the pace of Telecom Sector reforms, the Cabinet announced various progressive 
options with regard to the spectrum to be acquired by bidders through the forthcoming 
spectrum auction for facilitating ease of doing business. For the first time ever, there is no 
mandatory requirement to make upfront payment by the successful bidders. Payments for 
spectrum can be made in 20 equal annual instalments to be paid in advance at the 
beginning of each year. This is expected to significantly ease cash flow requirements and 
lower the cost of doing business in this sector. The bidders would be given an option to 
surrender the spectrum after 10 years with no future liabilities with respect to balance 
instalments. 
 
The availability of sufficient backhaul spectrum is also necessary to enable the roll-out of 5G 
services. To meet the backhaul demand, the Cabinet has decided to provisionally allot 2 
carriers of 250 MHz each in E-band to the Telecom Service Providers. The Cabinet also 
decided to double the number of traditional Microwave backhaul carriers in the existing 
frequency bands of 13, 15, 18 and 21 GHz bands. 
 
The Cabinet also decided to enable the development and setting up of Private Captive 
Networks to spur a new wave of innovations in Industry 4.0 applications such as machine to 
machine communications, Internet of Things (IoT), Artificial Intelligence (AI) across 
automotive, healthcare, agriculture, energy, and other sectors. 
 

 In a transformative reform, Cabinet clears ‘AGNIPATH’ scheme for recruitment of 
youth in the Armed Forces* 

 
The Union Cabinet approved an attractive recruitment scheme for Indian youth to serve in 
the Armed Forces. The scheme is called AGNIPATH and the youth selected under this 
scheme will be known as Agniveers. AGNIPATH allows patriotic and motivated youth to 
serve in the Armed Forces for a period of four years. 
 
The AGNIPATH Scheme has been designed to enable a youthful profile of the Armed 
Forces.  It will provide an opportunity to the youth who may be keen to don the uniform by 
attracting young talent from the society who are more in tune with contemporary 
technological trends and plough back skilled, disciplined and motivated manpower into the 
society.  As for the Armed Forces, it will enhance the youthful profile of the Armed Forces 
and provide a fresh lease of ‘Josh’ and ‘Jazba’ whilst at the same time bring about a 



transformational shift towards a more tech savvy Armed Forces – which is indeed the need 
of the hour.  It is envisaged that average age profile of Indian Armed forces would come 
down by about 4-5 years by implementation of this scheme.  The national stands to 
immensely benefit by infusion of highly inspired youth with deeper understanding of self-
discipline, diligence and focus who would be adequately skilled and will be able to 
contribute in other sectors.  The dividends of a short military service to the nation, society 
and the youth of the nation are immense. This includes inculcation of patriotism, team 
work, enhancement of physical fitness, ingrained loyalty for the country and availability of 
trained personnel to boost national security in times of external threats, internal threats and 
natural disasters. 
 
This is a major defence policy reform introduced by the Government to usher in a new era in 
the Human Resource policy of the three Services.  The policy, which comes into immediate 
effect, will hereafter govern the enrolment for the three services.  
 

 Cabinet approves Agreement between India and United Nations on a ‘Way Finding 
Application’ to be used in the Palais des Nations, United Nations Office at Geneva 

 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, has 
approved the proposal for signing of an agreement between the Government of India 
and the United Nations on a ‘Way Finding Application’ to be used in the Palais des 
Nations,  United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG). 
The United Nations (UN) is an international organization founded in 1945.  It is currently 
made up of 193 Member States.  India is a founding member of the United Nations. 
The United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG), consisting of five buildings and 21 floors, is 
housed at the historic Palais des Nations.  Large number of delegates, members of civil 
society and general public visit UNOG to participate in various meetings and conventions. 
Keeping in view the complexity of buildings and huge participation, there was a 
requirement of a navigational application which can help the visitors and other delegates 
in finding their way inside the premises while adhering to all security perspectives. 
While the Global Positioning System (GPS) based Apps function in open space, a more 
precise in-building navigational App will assist the visitors in locating the room and 
offices. 
The project of development of ‘Way Finding Application’ has been conceptualized as 
donation from the Government of India to UN on the occasion of its 75th anniversary in 
2020.  The estimated financial implication for development deployment and 
maintenance of the App is $ 2 Million. 
The project consists of development deployment and maintenance of a software-based 
‘Way Finding Application’ to facilitate navigation in the Palais des Nations premises of 
UNLG.  The application will enable users to find their way from point to point within the 
21 floors spread across five buildings of UNOG.  The App will work on Android and iOS 
devices with an internet connection.  The development of the App has been entrusted to 
Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DoT), an autonomous telecom Research & 
Development centre of Department of Telecommunications (DoT), Government of India. 
The project will be significant contribution from the Government of India to UN.  The 
project will not only highlight the technical capabilities of India but also enhance the 
prestige of country at the UN level platform.  The App will make India’s presence felt in 
the UN and showcase its soft power in the form of strong software technology expertise 



– a ‘Made in India’ App in the mobiles of who come from across the globe. 

 Cabinet approves Agreement on Cooperation in the field of youth work among the 
authorized bodies of the member states Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 

 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, today was 
apprised about the Agreement signed among the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
member states on cooperation in the field of youth work among the authorized bodies of 
the member states of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 
 
Consequent upon the adoption of the agreement on 17.09.2021 by the member states of 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) on cooperation in the field of youth work, the 
agreement was signed by the Hon’ble Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of 
the Republic of India. The official working language of the SCO Secretariat is Russian and 
Chinese. 
 
The areas of cooperation includes; strengthen cooperation in the field of work with youth 
and public youth organizations (associations) implementing state youth policy, as well as 
support initiatives aimed at enhancing international youth cooperation. The areas of 
cooperation further includes training of professional staff in the sphere of work with youth; 
exchange of scientific, reference and methodological materials, work experience of state 
bodies, youth public organization, other organizations and associations involved in the 
implementation of state youth policy and support of youth initiatives; carrying out joint 
research and activities on various youth policy issues and youth cooperation; exchange of 
scientific publications, research works on topical issues of preventing youth involvement in 
destructive structures; promote joint economic and humanitarian initiatives aimed at 
engaging youth in entrepreneurship and innovative projects to increase their employment 
and well-being; supporting the activities of the SCO Youth Council. 
 
The objective of the Agreement is to strengthen mutual trust, friendly relations and 
cooperation among young people of SCO member States. Recognizing the importance of 
ensuring the development of youth cooperation as an element of deepening friendly 
relations among the SCO Member States. Seeking to further improve the conditions for 
youth cooperation based on international experience. 
 

 Cabinet approves Memorandum of Association (MoA) by India for establishment 
of BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Centre at Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved 
a Memorandum of Association (MoA) by India for establishment of Bay of Bengal Initiative 
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Technology Transfer 
Facility (TTF) was signed by the BIMSTEC member countries at the 5th BIMSTEC Summit held 
at Colombo, Sri Lanka on 30th March, 2022. 
 
The main objectives of the BIMSTEC TTF are to coordinate, facilitate and strengthen 
cooperation in technology transfer among the BIMSTEC Member States by promoting the 
transfer of technologies, sharing of experiences and capacity building. 
 
The TTF shall facilitate transfer of technologies among the BIMSTEC Member States, 



amongst other things, in the following priority areas Biotechnology, Nanotechnology, 
Information and Communication Technology, Space technology applications, Agricultural 
technology, Food processing technology, Pharmaceutical technology automation, New and 
renewable energy technology automation, New and Renewable energy technology, 
Oceanography, Nuclear Technology Applications, E-waste and solid waste management 
technology, Health Technologies, Technologies pertinent to Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Climate Change Adaptation. 
 
The TTF shall have a Governing Board and the overall control of activities of the TTF shall be 
vested in the Governing Board.  The Governing Board shall consist of one nominee from 
each Member State. 
 
The expected outcomes of the BIMSTEC TTF are: 
 

1. Databank of technologies available in BIMSTEC Countries, 
2. Repository of information on good practices in the areas of technology transfer 

management, standards, accreditation, metrology, testing and calibration facilities, 
3. Capacity building, sharing of experiences and good practices in development, and 
4. Transfer and use of technologies among BIMSTEC countries. 
 Cabinet approves grant of moratorium to Cochin Port Authority on repayment of 

GoI loans for a period of three years 
 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi has approved a moratorium of three years (2020-21, 2021-22 & 2022-23) to 
Cochin Port Authority (CoPA) towards repayment of the balance outstanding Government of 
India (GoI) loans amounting to Rs. 446.83 crore to tide over the financial crisis due to 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The amount was to be repaid in 10 instalments commencing from 2018-19.  However, 
Cochin Port Authority could pay the instalments of 2018-19 and 2019-20 only.  From 2020-
21, the traffic was badly impacted due to Covid-19 pandemic which adversely impacted the 
cash inflow.  As a result, Cochin Port could not pay the instalments of 2020-21 and 2021-22. 
 
Cochin Port has been brought under the Major Port Authorities Act, 2021 with effect from 
November 2021.  The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) on 24.08.2016 had 
approved the proposal for waiver of Penal interest on Government of India Loans taken by 
Cochin Port for various infrastructural developmental activities during 1936-37 to 1994-95. 
 

 Cabinet approves Development of New Greenfield Airport Dholera, Ahmedabad 
 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal for development of Phase I of New Greenfield 
Airport at Dholera, Gujarat at an estimated cost of Rs. 1305 crore, to be completed within 
48 months.  
 
The project is being implemented by Dholera International Airport Company Limited 
(DIACL), which is a Joint Venture Company comprising Airports Authority of India (AAI), 
Government of Gujarat (GoG) and National Industrial Corridor Development and 



Implementation Trust (NICDIT) holding equity in the ratio of 51:33:16. 
 
Dholera Airport is to get Passenger and Cargo traffic from Dholera Special Investment 
Region (DSIR) and is expected to become a major cargo hub to serve the industrial 
region.  This Airport will also cater to the nearby region and serve as a second airport to 
Ahmedabad.  
 
The New Greenfield Airport at Dholera is situated at an aerial distance of 80 Km from 
Ahmedabad, Airport. The Airport is planned for operationalization from the year 2025-26 
and initial passenger traffic is estimated to be 3 lakh passengers per annum, expected to 
grow to 23 lakh over a period of 20 years.  The annual cargo traffic is also estimated from 
the year 2025-26 at 20,000 tonne, which would increase to 2,73,000 tonne over a period of 
20 years. 
 
*Please find appended the link to access the detailed document on the same. 
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1833765 
 
Please contact for any query related to this mail to Ms Shivani Mehrotra, Research Officer at 
shivani.mehrotra@phdcci.in  with a cc to Dr S P Sharma, Chief Economist | DSG at 
spsharma@phdcci.in and Ms Kritika Bhasin, Senior Research Officer at 
kritika.bhasin@phdcci.in, PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
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