
 
  

 
 

Decisions taken by the Union Cabinet  
(13th April 2022) 

 
 Cabinet approves signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation between India and Japan in 

the area of Decentralized Domestic Wastewater Management 
 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi,  has given 
its ex-post facto approval for a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) signed between the 
Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation (DoWR, 
RD&GR), Ministry of Jal Shakti and The Ministry of the Environment of Japan in the areas 
of Decentralized Domestic Waste Water Management. 

 Implementation strategy and targets: 

A Management Council (MC) will be formed which will be responsible for the 
implementation of this MoC by formulating detailed activities of collaboration and the 
monitoring of its progress. 

 Major impacts: 

The collaboration with Japan through the MoC shall prove to very fruitful in areas such as 
Decentralized Domestic Wastewater Management and Effective reuse of treated 
wastewater using Johkasou technology. The decentralized Johkasou systems towards 
management of wastewater can have greater implications for management of grey/ black 
water from settlements with coverage under Jal Jeevan Mission as well as the 
sustainability of sources of fresh water under the mission, besides similar situation under 
Namami Gange Program.  It will help ULBs to plan better for the complex issue of treating 
waste water. 

 Expenditure Involved: 

There shall be no financial obligations on both the Parties under this MoC. To facilitate the 
activities under this MOC, case-specific detailed documents such as Pre-Feasibility Reports, 
Feasibility Reports, and Detailed Project Reports, among others, may be created, covering 
detailed specifications in the respective areas as well as other pertinent matters such as, if 
deemed necessary, the financial arrangement of such case-specific programme and 
Project. 

 Point-wise details: 

A Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) was signed between the Department of Water 
Resources River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation (DoWR, RD&GR), the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti (MoJS) and The Ministry of the Environment of Japan in the areas of Decentralized 
Domestic Waste Water Management on 19.03.2022. This MoC was signed for promoting 
cooperation for Decentralized Domestic Wastewater Management in preserving the water 
environment in the public water areas and improvement of public health, based on the 



principles of equality and mutual benefit between the two countries.  

 MoC signed to strengthen, facilitate and develop the capacity of Decentralized Domestic 
Waste Water Management between the DoWR, RD & GR, MoJS of the Republic of India 
and the Ministry of Environment of Japan.  The scope of cooperation is mostly focussing on 
Decentralized Domestic Wastewater Management and Effective reuse of treated 
wastewater Forms of cooperation under this MoC will encourage and facilitate 
cooperation which may include but is not limited to areas of mutual interest in exchanging 
information and expertise on Decentralized Domestic Wastewater Management through 
Seminars, conferences and capacity building. 

To facilitate the activities under this MOC, case-specific detailed documents such as Pre-
Feasibility Reports, Feasibility Reports, and Detailed Project Reports, among others, may 
be created, covering detailed specifications in the respective areas as well as other 
pertinent matters such as, if deemed necessary, the financial arrangement of such case-
specific programme and Project.Both sides will establish a Management Council (MC) that 
is responsible for the implementation of this MoC by formulating detailed activities of 
collaboration and monitoring its progress. 

Background: 

The Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation has been 
envisaging bilateral cooperation with other countries in water resources development and 
management through sharing of policy and technical expertise, conducting of training 
courses, workshops, scientific and technical symposia, exchange of experts and study 
tours. Keeping in view the ongoing India-Japan cooperation, it has been decided to have an 
agreement with Japan to exchange experience and expertise in the decentralized 
treatment sector.  

 Cabinet approves Bilateral Memorandum of Understanding between Securities and Exchange 
Board of India and Manitoba Securities Commission, Canada 

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Hon’ble  Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has 
approved the signing of Bilateral Memorandum of Understanding between Securities and 
Exchange Board of India and Manitoba Securities Commission, Canada. 

Benefits: 

 The MoU, inter alia, seeks a formal basis for cross-border co-operation in the area of 
securities regulations, would facilitate mutual assistance, contribute towards efficient 
performance of supervisory functions, aid in imparting technical domain knowledge and 
enable effective enforcement of the laws and regulations governing securities markets.  

 The MoU would also make investors from Manitoba eligible for registration as an FPI with 
SEBI. 

Impact:       

Entities located in the province of Manitoba, Canada are desirous of registration as Foreign 
Portfolio Investor (FPI) with SEBI, for which one of the pre-conditions is that the securities 
market regulator of a foreign country / province should be a signatory to the International 
Organization of Securities Commissions’ Multilateral memorandum of Understanding 
(IOSCO MMoU), signing a bilateral MoU with SEBI is essential for permitting entities from 
Manitoba to be registered as FPI with SEBI.  Around twenty Manitoba-=domiciled FPIs with 
total Assets Under Custody of Rs.2,665 crore are expected to benefit by signing of this 



bilateral MoU and would be eligible to continue investing in the Indian markets.  

 Cabinet approves policy for use of land acquired under the Coal Bearing Areas (Acquisition & 
Development) Act, 1957 
 

With the objectives of facilitating utilization of lands which are mined out or are 
practically unsuitable for coal mining and for increasing investment and job creation in 
coal sector, the Union Cabinet chaired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
has approved the policy for use of land acquired under the Coal Bearing Areas 
(Acquisition & Development) Act, 1957 [CBA Act]. The policy provides for utilisation of 
such land for the purpose of development and setting up of infrastructure relating to coal 
and energy. 

The CBA Act provides for acquisition of coal bearing lands and their vesting in 
Government company, free from any encumbrance.  The approved policy provides clear 
policy framework for utilisation of following types of lands acquired under the CBA Act:  

a. Lands no longer suitable or economically viable for coal mining activities; or 
b. Lands from which coal has been mined out / de-coaled and such land has been 

reclaimed. 

 The Government coal companies, such as Coal India Ltd. (CIL) and its subsidiaries shall 
remain owner of these lands acquired under the CBA Act and the policy allows only 
leasing of the land for the specified purposes given in the policy. Government coal 
companies can deploy private capital in joint projects for coal and energy 
related  infrastructure development activities. 

The Government company which owns the land would lease such land for specific period 
given under the policy and the entities for leasing shall be selected through a 
transparent, fair and competitive bid process and mechanism in order to achieve optimal 
value. The lands will be considered for the following activities:  

i. to set up Coal Washeries; 
ii. to set up Conveyor Systems; 

iii. to establish Coal Handling Plants; 
iv. to construct Railway Sidings;  
v. Rehabilitation and Resettlement of Project Affected Families due to acquisition of 

land under the CBA Act or other land acquisition law; 
vi. to set up thermal and renewal power projects; 

vii. to set up or provide for coal development related infrastructure including 
compensatory afforestation; 

viii. to provide Right of Way; 
ix. Coal gasification and coal to chemical plants; and 
x. to set up or provide for energy related infrastructure. 

 The lands which are mined out or are practically unsuitable for coal mining are prone to 
unauthorised encroachment and entail avoidable expenditure on security and 
maintenance. Under the approved policy, establishment of various coal and energy 
related infrastructure, without transfer of ownership from Government companies, 
would lead to generation of a large number of direct and indirect employment. 

This unlocking of non-minable land for other purposes will also help CIL in reducing its 
cost of operations as it will be able to set up coal related infrastructure and other 
projects such as solar plant on its own land by adopting different business models in 



partnership with private sector. It will make coal gasification projects viable as coal need 
not be transported to distant places. 

The proposal to utilise land for rehabilitation purpose would ensure proper utilization of 
land and would eliminate wastage of all-important land resource, avoid acquisition of 
fresh chunk of land for rehabilitation of Project Affected Families, eliminate loading of 
additional financial burden on the projects and increase profit. It will also address the 
demand of the displaced families as they always prefer to stay as close as possible to 
their original residential places. It will help in obtaining local support for coal projects and 
also providing land to the State Government for afforestation in lieu of forest land 
diverted to coal mining. 

The Policy will help in realizing the goal of Atmanirbhar Bharat by encouraging domestic 
manufacturing, reducing import dependence, job creation, etc. The policy will unlock 
land for various coal and energy infrastructure development activities that would 
encourage investment in backward areas of the country.  Utilisation of already acquired 
land would also prevent fresh acquisition of land and related displacement and would 
promote local manufacturing and industries.  

 Cabinet approves continuation of revamped Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Rashtriya 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) from 01.04.2022 to 31.03.2026 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi, has approved continuation of revamped Centrally Sponsored Scheme of 
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) for implementation during the period from 
01.04.2022 to 31.03.2026 (co-terminus with XV Finance Commission period) to develop 
governance capabilities of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). 

Financial implications: 

The total financial outlay of the scheme is Rs.5911 crore with the Central Share of Rs.3700 
crore and that of State Share of Rs.2211 crore. 

Major impact including employment generation potential: 

 The approved scheme of RGSA will help more than 2.78 lakh Rural Local Bodies including 
Traditional Bodies across the country to develop governance capabilities to deliver on SDGs 
through inclusive local governance with focus on optimum utilisation of available resources. 
The key principles of SDGs, i.e. leaving no one behind, reaching the farthest first and 
universal coverage, along with gender equality will be embedded in the design of all 
capacity building interventions including trainings, training modules and materials. Priority 
will be given to subjects of national importance principally under themes, namely: (i) 
Poverty free and enhanced livelihood in villages, (ii) Healthy Village, (iii) Child Friendly 
Village, (iv) Water Sufficient Village, (v) Clean and Green Village, (vi) Self-Sufficient 
Infrastructure in Village, (vii) Socially Secured Village, (viii) Village with Good Governance, 
and (ix) Engendered Development in Village. 

  
 As Panchayats have representation of Schedule Castes, Schedule Tribes and women, and are 

institutions closest to the grassroots, strengthening Panchayats will promote equity and 
inclusiveness, along with Social Justice and economic development of the community. 
Increased use of e-governance by PRIs will help achieve improved service delivery and 
transparency. The scheme will strengthen Gram Sabhas to function as effective institutions 
with social inclusion of citizens particularly the vulnerable groups. It will establish the 
institutional structure for capacity building of PRIs at the national, state and district level 
with adequate human resources and infrastructure. 



  
 Panchayats will progressively be strengthened through incentivisation on the basis of 

nationally important criteria to recognise roles of Panchayats in attainment of SDGs and to 
inculcate spirit of healthy competition. 

  
 No permanent post will be created under the scheme but need based contractual human 

resources may be provisioned for overseeing the implementation of the scheme and 
providing technical support to States/UTs for achieving goals under the scheme. 

No. of beneficiaries: 

Around 60 lakh Elected Representatives, Functionaries and other stakeholders of Rural Local 
Bodies including Traditional Bodies across the country will be direct beneficiaries of the 
scheme. 

Details: 

(i)     The revamped RGSA will comprise Central and State components. The Central 
Components of the scheme will be fully funded by the Government of India. The 
funding pattern for State Components will be in the ratio of 60:40 among Centre and 
States respectively, except NE, Hilly States and Union Territory (UT) of J&K where 
Central and State share will be 90:10. However, for other UTs, Central share will be 
100%. 

(ii)    The scheme will have both Central Component - National Level activities viz. 
National Plan of Technical Assistance, Mission Mode project on e-Panchayat, 
Incentivization of Panchayats, Action Research & Media and State component - 
Capacity Building & Training (CB&T) of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs), Institutional 
support for CB&T, Distance learning Facility, Support for construction of Gram 
Panchayat (GP) Bhawan, co-location of Common Service Centres (CSCs) in GP 
Bhawans and computer for GPs with special focus on NE States, Special Support for 
strengthening Gram Sabhas in PESA Areas, support for innovation, support for 
Economic Development & Income Enhancement support for Economic Development 
& Income Enhancement etc. 

(iii)  The implementation and monitoring of the activities of the scheme will broadly 
be aligned for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  Panchayats are 
the focal points for all the developmental activities and implementation of schemes 
of various Ministries/ Departments and State Government to achieve SDGs. 

(iv)   Ministry under revamped RGSA will shift its focus towards capacitating the elected 
representatives of PRIs for Leadership Roles to develop effective third tier of 
Government to enable them to deliver on localization of SDGs principally for nine 
themes, namely: (i) Poverty free and enhanced livelihood in villages, (ii) Healthy Village, 
(iii) Child Friendly Village, (iv) Water Sufficient Village, (v) Clean and Green Village, (vi) 
Self-Sufficient Infrastructure in Village, (vii) Socially Secured Village, (viii) Village with 
Good Governance, and (ix) Engendered Development in Village. 

(v)    The scheme will also converge capacity building initiatives of other Ministries/ 
Departments for attainment of SDGs. The Sector Enablers of Rural Local Bodies 
including traditional bodies to be included in training programmes of different 
Ministries/ Departments, imparting training to the functionaries and other stakeholders 
in their respective domain. 

(vi)   To recognise roles of Panchayats in attainment of SDGs and to inculcate spirit of 



healthy competition. A greater role for the nodal ministries in assessment of 
performance of Panchayats and sponsoring of awards in the corresponding areas 
envisioned. 

(vii)  To provide in depth analysis, evidence based research studies and evaluation will 
be carried in the fields related to PRIs. Activities related to awareness generation, 
sensitizing rural masses, disseminating government policies and schemes through 
electronic, print, social and conventional media will be undertaken. 

Implementation strategy and targets: 

The Central Government and the State Governments will take action for completing the 
activities approved for their respective roles. The State Government will formulate their 
Annual Action Plans for seeking assistance from the Central Government as per their 
priorities and requirement. The scheme will be implemented in a demand driven mode. 

States/districts covered: 

This scheme will extend to all States and UTs of the country and will also include institutions 
of rural local government in non-Part IX areas, where Panchayats do not exist. 

Background: 

The then  Finance Minister, in his budget speech for 2016-17, announced the launch of new 
restructured scheme of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA), for developing governance 
capabilities of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) to deliver on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). In compliance of this announcement and the recommendations of the 
Committee under the Chairmanship of the Vice Chairman-NITI Aayog, Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme of RGSA was approved by the Union Cabinet on 21.04.2018 for implementation 
from Financial Year 2018-19 to 2021-22 (01.04.2018 to 31.03.2022). 

Third party evaluation of RGSA undertaken during 2021-22. The evaluation report 
appreciated the interventions made under RGSA scheme and recommended its continuation 
for strengthening of PRIs. Further, CB&T is a continuous process, as every five years a 
majority of Panchayat representatives are elected as fresh entrants, required to be 
capacitated in terms of knowledge, awareness, attitude, and skills to perform their roles in 
local governance. Therefore, imparting basic orientation and refresher trainings to them is 
an inescapable requirement for equipping them to discharge their mandated functions 
efficiently and effectively. Hence, the proposal for continuation of revamped RGSA was 
prepared for implementation during the period from 01.04.2022 to 31.03.2026 (co-terminus 
with XV Finance Commission period). 

Details and progress of scheme if already running: 

i. Centrally Sponsored Scheme of RGSA was approved by the Union Cabinet on 
21.04.2018 for implementation from Financial Year 2018-19 to 2021-22. The main 
Central Components were Incentiviasation of Panchayats and Mission Mode Project 
on e-Panchayat including other activities at Central level. The State component 
primarily includes CB&T activities, institutional mechanism for CB&T along with 
other activities at limited scale. 

ii. Under scheme of RGSA including Incentiviasation of Panchayats and Mission Mode 
Project on e-Panchayat, an amount of Rs.2364.13 crore released to the States/ UTs/ 
Panchayats and other implementing agencies from 2018-19 to 2021-22 (as on 
31.03.2022). 

iii. Around 1.36 crore Elected Representatives, Functionaries and other stakeholders of 
PRIs received various and multiple Trainings under the scheme during 2018-19 to 



2021-22 (as on 31.03.2022). 

Please contact for any query related to this mail to Ms Shivani Mehrotra, Research Officer at 
shivani.mehrotra@phdcci.in  with a cc to Dr S P Sharma, Chief Economist | DSG at 
spsharma@phdcci.in and Ms Kritika Bhasin, Senior Research Officer at kritika.bhasin@phdcci.in, PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
 
  
   
  
  

 

 Warm Regards, 

Dr S P Sharma 

Chief Economist | DSG 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry   
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016, India 
Tel: +91 49545454  
Fax: +91 11 26855450 
Email: spsharma@phdcci.in   
Website: www.phdcci.in 
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