
 

 

NITI Aayog Constitutes Himalayan State Regional Council 

 
NITI Aayog has constituted the ‘Himalayan State Regional Council’ to ensure 
sustainable development of the Indian Himalayan region. The Council has been 
constituted to review and implement identified action points based on the Reports 
of five Working Groups, which were established along thematic areas to prepare a 
roadmap for action. 
 
Recognizing the uniqueness of the Himalayas and the challenges for sustainable 
development, Five Working Groups were constituted by NITI Aayog on June 2, 
2017. These Working Groups were tasked with preparing a roadmap for action 
across five thematic areas namely, 
 

 Inventory and Revival of Springs in Himalayas for Water Security, 
 

 Sustainable Tourism in Indian Himalayan Region, 
 

 Shifting Cultivation: Towards Transformation Approach, 
 

 Strengthening Skill & Entrepreneurship (E&S) Landscape in Himalayas, and 
 

 Data/Information for Informed Decision Making. 
 
The five thematic reports were released by the NITI Aayog in August, 2018 and 
framed the action points for the Terms of Reference of the Council constituted. The 
Himalayan State Regional Council will be chaired by the Hon’ble Dr VK Saraswat, 
Member, NITI Aayog and will consist of the Chief Secretaries of the Himalayan 
States as well as the Secretaries of key Central Ministries, senior officers of NITI 
Aayog as well as special invitees. 
 
The Himalayan States Regional Council will be the nodal agency for the Sustainable 
development in the Himalayan Region which consists of the twelve States namely 
Jammu &Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, two districts of Assam namely 
Dima Hasao and KarbiAnglong and Darjeeling and Kalimpong in West Bengal. 
 
The terms of reference of the Council states that it shall monitor the 
implementation of action points for Central Ministries, Institutions and 12 
Himalayan State Governments in Indian Himalayan Region which include river basin 



development and regional cooperation, spring mapping and revival across 
Himalayas in phased manner for water security; develop, implement and monitor 
tourism sector standards as well as bring policy coherence, strengthen skill and 
entrepreneurship with focus on identified priority sectors, among other action 
points. 
  

Please contact for any query related to this mail to Ms. Shivani Mehrotra, Research 
Associate at shivani.mehrotra@phdcci.in with a cc to Dr. S P Sharma, Chief Economist 
at spsharma@phdcci.in and Ms. Megha Kaul, Economist, megha@phdcci.in, PHD 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry.    
 
Warm regards, 
 
Dr. S P Sharma 
Chief Economist  
------------------------------------------------ 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016 
Ph.: + 91-11-26863801-04, 49545454  
Fax: +91- 26855450, 49545451 
Email: spsharma@phdcci.in  
Website: www.phdcci.in 
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