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Profile
PHD Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry of India (PHDCCI), 
founded in 1905, is completing its 
116 glorious years. PHDCCI has 
evolved as an Institution of National 
Importance. With a rich heritage of 
pre and post Independent India, 
PHDCCI has followed a path of 
nation building with a foundation 
of sound and inclusive economic 
policies. 

PHDCCI is an Apex National 
Chamber with the unique distinction 
of representing more than 200 
regional chambers of commerce 
and trade associations and over 1.5 
lakhs large, medium & small scale 
cross-sectoral companies serving 
the nation and will be celebrating 
its 116th year of existence this year 
in September 2021. 

PHDCCI through its two 
Foundations viz. PHD Family 
Welfare Foundation (PHDFWF) 
and PHD Rural Development 
Foundation (PHDRDF) is serving 
the under-privileged sections of the 
Indian society since 1980s.

Presence
PHDCCI’s presence is spread 

in almost all parts of the country. 
Headquartered in Delhi, PHDCCI has 
its regional offices in Patna, Bhopal, 
Chandigarh, Dehradun (Garhwal), 
Kashipur (Kumaon), Jaipur, Jammu, 
Srinagar, Lucknow, Raipur, Shimla, 
Ranchi, Guwahati, Ahmedabad and 
Cochin. PHD Chamber is globally 
connected through institutional 
linkages with over 100 important 
foreign Chambers of Commerce.

Membership 
Development

The Membership Development 
Committee was reconstituted 
with Mr. Saket Dalmia as Chair 
and Mr. B K Sabharwal as Co-chair. 

The Committee discussed the 
measures needed to strengthen 
the membership base as also to 
keep up the interests of members 
in the activities of PHD Chamber. 

The total number of members 
of PHD Chamber as of mid 
September,  2021 is 2524 including 
Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Jammu 
& Kashmir, Punjab and Madhya 
Pradesh Chapter, North-East, 
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh State Chapter (Lucknow), 
Chandigarh, Kerala and Gujarat. 
During the year under review, 145 
new members joined PHD Chamber, 
including 45new patron, 9 star and 
23 new association members while 
249 members resigned or were 
removed from the membership of 
PHD Chamber.

PHD Chamber members and our 
226 association members represent 
around 1,50,000 industrial, service 
and trade enterprises. A list of 
association members is given in 
Annexure ‘C.

Functions
PHDCCI is engaged in organizing 

seminars and webinars annually 
including workshops and social 
networking events in almost all 
parts of the country. Besides, 
PHDCCI is represented on Central 
and State Advisory Committees / 
Consultative Boards. Both Central 
and State Governments consult 
PHD Chamber before announcing 
or formulating any major economic 
/ industrial policy. With the in-house 
expertise, PHDCCI gives business 
advice to Indian companies on 
various aspects of business 
including national and regional 
economic and industry related 
issues, corporate affairs, taxation, 
finance and banking, capital 
markets, MSMEs, infrastructure and 
energy, hydrocarbon, labour and 
industrial relations, health, human 

resources and skill development, 
tourism, agri-business and 
environment among others.

Services
Certification and Attestation 

Services: PHDCCI is authorized 
by the Government of India to 
issue certificates of origin (non-
preferential) to Indian exporters. 
PHD Chamber also attests 
commercial documents of various 
types. Recommendation letters 
for visas for business promotion to 
foreign diplomatic missions in India 
are also issued for representatives 
of member companies.

PHD Research Bureau, the 
research arm of PHD Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry was 
established in 2010. Its objective 
encompasses review of the 
economic situation and policy 
developments at sub-national, 
national and international levels 
and analysis   in order to update 
the members from time to time, 
to present suitable memoranda 
to the Government as and when 
required. The Research Bureau 
prepares State Profiles and 
conducts thematic research 
studies on various socio-economic 
and business developments and 
makes recommendations to 
the Government. The Research 
Bureau has been instrumental in 
forecasting various lead economic 
indicators, national and sub-
national. It has undertaken various 
policy studies for the Government 
of India and State Governments. 
Many of its research reports are 
widely covered by media and 
leading business newspapers. 

The Research Bureau published 
20 reports/papers during 2020-21, 
including PHD Chamber Analysis on 
the Union Budget 2021-22, Analysis 
of State Budgets FY2021-2022, 
The Future of Expanding India-USA 
Bilateral Relations: Strengthening 
Bilateral ties through FTAs, Ease 
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policy announcements and 
prepared around 50 newsletters 
during the  year.

PHD Research Bureau has Trade 
and Investment Facilitation Services 
(TIFS), which is a vital component for 
international trade and investment 
community. It is envisioned to 
facilitate firms across the globe 
for trade and investments in India 
while simultaneously meeting 
India’s rapidly growing appetite 
for new markets to enhance 
trade and investments. TIFS is an 
information and advisory hub to 
provide requisite and detailed 
information to facilitate national 
and international business firms 
to invest in India; advising them on 
prospective business opportunities 
in India in general and in states and 
promising sectors in particular. The 
aim of TIFS is to make India a US$ 
100 billion (per annum) investment 
destination and US$ 400 billion 
merchandise exports by 2022.

Capacity Building: PHDCCI 
organizes focused entrepreneurial 
development training programmes 
in co-operation with the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation of Germany 
in various states.

The total number of members of 
PHD Chamber as on September, 

2021 is 2524 including Rajasthan, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 
Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir, 

Punjab and Madhya Pradesh 
Chapter, North-East, Himachal 

Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh 
State Chapter (Lucknow), 

Chandigarh, Kerala and Gujarat. 
During the year under review, 145 

new members joined PHD Chamber, 
including 5 new patron, 9 star and 
23 new association members while 

249 members resigned or were 
removed from the membership of 

PHD Chamber.

PHD Chamber members and our 
225 association members represent 
around 1,50,000 industrial, service 

and trade enterprises. A list of 
association members is given in 

Annexure ‘C.

of Doing Business of MSMEs Index, 
Growth in Industrial Infrastructure, 
PHDCCI Economic and Business 
Momentum (EBM) Index, PHDCCI 
Economy GPS Index, PHDCCI 
Quick Economic Trends, Impact of 
Coronavirus 2.0 on Economy and 
Businesses, PHDCCI Quick Survey 
on Impact of Coronavirus 2.0 on 
Consumption and Investments, 
Impact of Coronavirus 2.0 on 
Media Industry, PHDCCI Quick 
Survey on Impact of Halt of Oxygen 
Usage for Industrial Purposes on 
Industrial Production, PHDCCI’s 
Suggested 30 Reforms for the 
Next 30 years, PHDCCI WPI 
Inflation Trends, Debt to GDP 
Ratio and Fiscal Scenario of Select 
Economies, Analysis on Sources 
of Deficit Financing, Analysis of 
top 50 Products of India to world 
based on HS digit classification, 
State-wise Mapping of Guidelines 
for COVID Containment, Ease of 
Doing Business in Uttarakhand and 
Clubbed Report of Representations 
by PHD Chamber to Government of 
India and State Governments. 

Further, the Research Bureau 
disseminated more than 500 
analytical notes on various 
socio-economic and business 
developments, provided updations 
on Central and State Governments’ 
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“The need of the nation is to unite 
and work towards national progress.”

Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra 
Modi’s recent quote reverberates 
with India entering into its 75th 
year of its Independence and 
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ being 
celebrated throughout the country 
to commemorate the glorious 
history of our people, culture and 
achievements. We at the Chamber 
are honored to contribute to this 
grand event through the ongoing 
efforts by our State Chapters. The 
Chamber has been at the forefront of 
promoting economic development 
of the country for the past 116 years 
and working with great enthusiasm 
along with all its stakeholders for 
leading the ‘Bharat Jodo Andolan’ 
(Unite India Movement), taking major 
strides for building a more inclusive 
and confident Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 
Vey aptly put in by Mr. Piyush Goyal, 
Minister of Commerce & Industry, 
Consumer Affairs & Food & Public 
Distribution and Textiles, “Under the 
decisive leadership of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, we have aimed 
to transform India in every field. Be 
it Ease of Doing Business or Ease of 
Living, Be it Transparency or Transfer 
of Benefits.” 

The past month has been one of 
great accolades and celebration. It 
gives me great pride to congratulate 
our athletes who gave us a stellar 
performance at the Tokyo Olympic 
2021 games. In bleak times of the 
pandemic, the medals won add to 
our glory and joy. This is the much 
needed encouragement to promote 
sports at grassroots and national 
level so that our talented youth get 
opportunities to represent India on 
international platforms in times to 
come. 

Reminiscing the last year and 
a half that has gone by, I feel 

President 
Writes
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deep gratitude at the fact that 
India handled the Coronavius 
pandemic fairly well. The overall 
COVID-19 scenario in India is now 
under control, with coronavirus 
infections slowly but steadily 
abating. No doubt the second 
wave of coronavirus during April 
and May 2021 was a real blow but 
the speed of recovery was fast. 
India’s economy rebounded at a 
record rate in the first quarter 
of the current fiscal year with 
GDP growing by 20.1% versus the 
same period of last year, when the 
economy declined by 24.4  %.

The Reserve Bank of 
India’s (RBI) initiatives and the 
government’s structural reforms 
have proven to be very effective 
in containing the economic 
disruptions. The Indian economy 
is rapidly normalizing and now 
moving towards pre-COVID levels 
with several states/UTs relaxing 
the COVID-19 restrictions, 
including reopening of schools 
and colleges. Consumption, 
investment and external demand 
are also regaining gradual 
momentum and helping to boost 
the so-called ‘V-shaped’ recovery. 

The PHDCCI Economy GPS 
Index during April–July of FY 
2021-22 was estimated at 110.8 
versus 62.6 for the corresponding 
period of previous year. Lead 
economic and business indicators, 
GST collections, e- way bills, 
railway freight, exports, power, 
passenger vehicle sales, passenger 
traffic, unemployment rate, forex 
reserves and manufacturing PMI 
registered positive sequential 
growth in July 2021 versus June 
2021, though majorly because 
of low base effect. Indian stock 
markets outperformed their 
emerging market peers on a 
year-to-date basis, supported 
by a combination of short-term 
and medium term factors. India 
attracted the highest ever FDI 
inflow of USD 81.72 billion in 
FY 2020-21 despite disruption 
caused by the outbreak of the 
pandemic due to measures taken 
by the government on the fronts 

of FDI policy reforms, investment 
facilitation and ease of doing 
business. Further, India is fast 
progressing in discussions on FTAs 
with several countries like UK, 
UAE and GCC countries, Australia 
and the European Union.  

I am glad to say that the second 
COVID-19 wave did not impact 
Indian agriculture production in 
any significant way. Food grains 
output is estimated at over 305 
million tons this year. Monsoon 
has been bountiful after a brief 
lull and kharif sowing is slowly 
gaining pace. Industry welcomes 
the RBI’s recent decision to keep 
key interest rates unchanged 
at a record low at 4 percent and 
maintain an accommodative 
monetary policy stance is sure 
to boost the confidence of 
businesses and consumers. 
Experts are forecasting GDP 
growth in the range of 8.3-
10.5 percent for FY 2021-22. 
CRISIL Credit Rating Agency 
has upgraded the credit quality 
outlook for India for FY 2021-
22 from ‘cautiously optimistic’ 
to ‘positive’ predicated on a 
sustained recovery in demand.

I, along with Vice President, Mr. 
Saket Dalmia and other PHDDCI 
members along with other 
Industry Chambers participated 
in a virtual meeting with Hon’ble 
Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra 
Modi, wherein the PM urged 
exporters to take advantage 
of the opportunities created in 
the post-COVID scenario. Mr. 
Modi explained how multifold 
increase in manufacturing, 
reduction in logistics cost, 
developing partnerships and 
creating international markets 
for domestic goods can help 
boost the country’s outbound 
shipments and expand the 
export basket. As a follow-up, 
Industry Minister, Mr. Piyush 
Goyal indicated that a target of 
US$ 400 billion has been set for 
merchandise goods for FY 2021-
22, in line with the PM’s clarion 
call, “Local Goes Global: Make 
in India for the World.” Exports 

from India during April-August 
2021 grew by 66.92 percent to 
US$ 163.67 billion, amid rise in 
external demand due to recovery 
in key global markets. The growth 
was led by higher demand 
for engineering goods, gems, 
jewellery, textiles, chemicals and 
petroleum products. Exporters 
benefited from the rupee’s recent 
fall and the various cost-cutting 
initiatives. 

PHDCCI’s majority members 
are MSMEs, some who suffered 
immensely during the pandemic 
period, with a total decline in 
their earnings. To alleviate their 
stress, we are pleased at the 
recent passing of the Factoring 
Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 
2020 in the Upper House of 
Parliament, as this will expand 
the avenues of working capital 
credit to MSMEs. Industry is also 
relieved that the government has 
put an end to the contentious 
retrospective tax law, indicating 
a move to attract foreign 
investments and also refund 
the amount paid in litigation by 
companies without any interest 
thereon. 

I must point out that high 
commodity prices are posing 
a serious challenge to small 
businesses to operate in pandemic 
times. It would help if the 
government did away with custom 
duties on imports of primary raw 
materials for industrial use for the 
current FY 2021-2022 and impose 
export duties on various primary 
commodities showing huge price 
increases. PHDCCI urges the 
Government to bring petroleum 
products under the ambit of 
GST. As obvious, high inflation of 
fuel products is not only stoking 
inflation but also increasing 
the cost of raw materials for 
manufactured products.

A note-worthy initiative 
announced by the PM in his 
Independence Day speech was 
allocation of Rs 100 trillion for ‘Gati 
Shakti’ for building a foundation 
for integrated infrastructure 
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growth, to speed up economic 
recovery. This increased spending 
on infrastructure will have a 
multiplier effect to rejuvenate 
the aggregate demand in the 
economy, particularly for sectors 
such as cement, metal, power 
and more importantly also 
generate jobs.  Robust growth 
of infrastructure is the key 
ingredient to realize the vision 
of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. I am 
glad to indicate that India has 
been working for a reset of its 
logistics sector including railways, 
highways, inland, waterways 
and airports to put in place an 
effective transportation grid. I 
opine that a robust & automated 
logistics sector is very necessary 
for ‘Make in India’, ‘Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat Abhiyan’, ‘Vocal for Local’, 
and ‘Digital India’ initiatives. 

I also compliment the 
government’s announcement of 
the assets monetization scheme, 
worth Rs 6 crores, whereby the 
proceeds will be used for new 
infrastructure creation, recycling 
the future assets and build 
mutliplier effect on growth and 
revive credit flow.

The government also 
announced a National Hydrogen 
Mission, considering India spends 
Rs. 12 trillion on energy imports 
every year. In this context, PHDCCI 
organized an international 
summit on “Powering India’s 
Hydrogen System.” The summit 
was a great success as it was 
addressed by Dr Jatinder Singh, 
Minister of State for the Ministries 
of Science and Technology, Earth 
Sciences, Prime Minister’s Office; 
Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions; Department of Atomic 
Energy and Department of Space, 
Mr. Mukesh Ambani, Chairman 
and CMD of Reliance, Ms. Tina 
Bru, Minister of Petroleum and 
Energy, Govt. of Norway, Mr. 
Ashwani Kumar Choubey, Minister 
of Union Minister of State for 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change and many internationally 
renowned experts including many 
Nobel Laureates.    

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
prompted us to use every tool 
at our disposal to address the 
challenges and opportunities 
before us. The government 
has simultaneously increased 
spending to boost aggregate 
demand. Incentives to corporates 
through the expansion of 
production linked incentive 
(PLI) schemes worth for many 
new sectors will boost the 
manufacturing sector and result 
in long-term benefits for the 
economy. The liberalisation 
of the formal labour market 
would expedite India’s upward 
movement in the ease of doing 
business rankings and attract 
further investments.

As we come out of the 
pandemic, there will be significant 
need for businesses to transform 
the corporate landscape to 
relearn, rethink, re-innovate and 
re-invent in almost every field. 
The aim is to create a New India 
i.e. an Aatmanirbhar Bharat and 
Startups are the key to building 
this new age India. Besides, 
the Government has also come 
up with Digital India initiative, 
which focuses on three core 
components: creation of digital 
infrastructure, delivering services 
digitally and increase the digital 
literacy. We are poised to become 
the Innovation & Invention hub 
of the world. ‘21st century is 
the ‘Century of Startups’ & with 
Indian Startups going places, it 
is the ‘Century of India’. Today, 
Indian unicorns are gaining 
international acclaim. There are 
about 60 unicorns in India today, 
mostly in the areas of health, 
technology and e-commerce. It 
is expected that in 75 weeks of 
“Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, 75 
startups would become unicorns. 
Going further, we appreciate 
the launch of e-RUPI, which will 
enhance the digitization process 
of the country and the percolation 
of various welfare schemes of 
the government at the ground 
level. It will negate pilferages 
and will ensure full benefit to 

intended beneficiaries and also 
help increase the private sector’s 
efficiency in CSR activities.

I also opine that to build 
a high growth trajectory, the 
government needs to frontload 
the National Infra Pipeline 
expenditure, which will offer a 
multiplier effect to rejuvenate 
the aggregate demand in the 
economy. Sustained momentum 
in capital expenditure, particularly 
in the road and rail sector augurs 
well for continued economic 
recovery. Undoubtedly, robust 
growth of infrastructure is the key 
ingredient to realize the vision of 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Given that 
the global economy is opening, 
and people are looking for 
international travel, the tourism 
and hospitality sectors would 
help increase its contribution to 
economic growth.

Post-COVID response of 
our Government needs to 
be appreciated and further 
propelled. The Indian government 
is taking all necessary steps to 
ensure that we are well prepared 
to face the challenges posed by 
the aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Several states are 
building facilities with more 
pediatric beds, oxygen supplies, 
ventilators, etc. due to concern 
that children returning to school 
without being vaccinated will be 
among the most vulnerable in 
case the third wave of coronavirus 
infection occurs.   

India adopted a completely 
digital approach while planning 
its vaccination strategy and has 
offered the CoWIN platform as 
a digital public health good to 
the world to combat COVID-19. 
This has been helping people 
with receiving timely vaccination, 
expediting normalcy in the post 
pandemic globalized world. The 
vaccination drive crossed the 
landmark figure of 85 crores 
inoculated citizens, recently, one 
of the largest feats across the 
globe. 
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It is with pride that I 
commemorate the Industry 
members who have taken a leading 
role in the vaccination drive. It is 
heartening to know that in the 
new phase of universalization 
of COVID-19, the government 
will supply (free of cost) 75% 
of the vaccines being produced 
by the vaccine manufacturers in 
the country, to States and UTs. 
Research and Development of 
new vaccines, drugs and medical 
devices related to COVID-19 by 
companies in the normal course 
of business will be regarded as 
CSR for three financial years till 
FY 22-23.

I request all citizens to be 
careful and follow appropriate 
behavior of social distancing 
norms as per the advisories issued 
by the Ministry of Health & Family 
Welfare against the emergence of 
a possible third wave.   

On our initiatives front, the 
Chamber continues to work 
relentlessly to support the nation 
in its recovery efforts. In addition 
to donating Rs. 528 crores to the 
PM Cares Fund, industry members 
have also been in the forefront 
in providing relief materials to 
the frontline workers.  PHDCCI 
through its  Family Welfare 
Foundation have set up a 250 
bedded COVID care center at 
Dwarka, New Delhi, installed 
oxygen generation plants at 
various hospitals including 
Medicheck Hospital at Faridabad, 
Haryana and Tirath Ram Shah 
Charitable Hospital, New Delhi 
and has been instrumental 
in distributing 200 oxygen 
concentrators to COVID care 
centers for the needy families. 
PHDCCI along with associate 
partners has signed MoUs and set 
up ICU Tele Medicine Centres at 
Burari and also at Indira Gandhi 
Hospital. I must express my 

gratitude to all the doctors and 
healthcare professionals for the 
strength displayed in serving 
humanity during the COVID times. 

While we at the PHDCCI 
continue our efforts to solve 
problems of our nation including 
our industry members and people 
in general, I conclude in the words 
of Chandrasekhar Azad, “A plane 
is always safe on the ground, but 
it is not made for that. Always take 
some meaningful risks in life to 
achieve great heights”. We too at 
the Chamber are set to undertake 
transformational initiatives and 
look forward to your support and 
guidance so that we can together 
achieve greater heights and 
make the Prime Minister’s vision 
of “Sabka Prayas” along with 
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka 
Vishwas” a reality as New India 
propels forward as the global 
engine of economic growth in the 
years to come.

Sanjay Aggarwal
President, PHDCCI

“Take up one idea. Make that one idea your life; dream of it; think of it; live on that 
idea. Let the brain, the body, muscles, nerves, every part of your body be full of that 
idea, and just leave every other idea alone. This is the way to success, and this is the 

way great spiritual giants are produced.”

Swami Vivekananda
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General / Organization

Managing Committee

The Managing Committee 
of PHD Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PHDCCI) for the 
year 2019-20 continued to guide 
the activities of PHDCCI till the 
Managing Committee for 2020-21 
was elected at the 115th Annual 
General Meeting held on October 7, 
2020, through Virtual Mode. 

The newly elected Managing 
Committee unanimously elected 
Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal as President, 
Mr. Pradeep Multani as Senior Vice 
President and Mr. Saket Dalmia 
as Vice President. The Immediate 
Former President, Dr D K Aggarwal 
became ‘ipso facto’ Member and 
123 members were included to 
the Managing Committee for the 
year 2020-21. Former Presidents 
of PHDCCI, senior industrialists, 
eminent persons having vast 
experience of different trade, 
industry and services sectors were 
associated as Special Invitees to the 
Managing Committee. The list of 
the Managing Committee for the 
year 2020-21 is given in Annexure-A. 

This Annual Report of PHDCCI 
encompasses the period from 
October 2020 up to September 
2021.

Meetings

13 meetings of the Managing 
Committee were held during the 
period under reporting. Besides 
considering the issues relevant 
to the functioning of PHDCCI, 
the Managing Committee, at its 
meetings, also discussed important 
topical subjects concerning trade, 
industry and services sectors. 
Union and State Ministers/ senior 
government officials of the 
various departments concerning 
trade, industry and services 
sectors, eminent economists and 
experts were invited to address 

the members of the Managing 
Committee of PHDCCI. 

The President, accompanied 
by Senior Vice-President / Vice 
President / Chairs /Co-chairs of 
the concerned Expert Committees 
and State Chapters also called 
on several Union Ministers, Chief 
Ministers and senior Central and 
State Government officials and 
submitted perspectives of PHDCCI 
on issues concerning trade, industry 
and services sectors. 

Expert Committees, 
State Chapters, 
Councils, Forums and 
Centers 

The State Chapters, Expert 
Committees, Councils, Forums 
and Centres constituted by the 
Managing Committee of PHDCCI 
gave direction and guidance to 
the activities in specific fields. A 
list of the State Chapters, Expert 
Committees, Councils, Forums and 
Centers is given in Annexure-B. 
State Chapters have been formed 
for a wider networking from apex 
to the grassroots in Bihar, Gujarat, 
Jharkhand, Kerala, Rajasthan, 
Punjab, Jammu, Kashmir, Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, North East and 
Uttarakhand to get them to interact 
on a regular basis with the state 
governments.

Representation on 
Committees, Boards 
and Councils of Central 
and State Governments

The Problems and policy issues 
concerning trade, industry and 
services sectors were also taken 
up through representatives of 
PHDCCI on more than 100 Advisory 
Committees, Boards and Councils 

of Central and State Governments’’ 
Regional Office and State Offices

The Regional Office of 
PHDCCI at Chandigarh and State 
Chapter Offices in Bhopal (MP), 
Dehradun (Uttarakhand), Kashipur 
(Uttarakhand), Jaipur (Rajasthan), 
Jammu (Jammu), Srinagar(Kashmir), 
Lucknow(UP), Patna(Bihar), Ranchi 
(Jharkhand), Raipur (Chhattisgarh), 
Shimla (HP), Guwahati (North East), 
Ahmedabad (Gujarat) and (Cochin) 
Kerala continued to liaise with the 
respective State Governments 
and other agencies to cater to the 
needs of members of the region 
more effectively.

International Offices

PHDCCI has started 
international operations in full 
swing by establishing offices in 
Bahrain for the six GCC countries 
and Kathmandu, Nepal for 
expanding trade and investment 
opportunities.

Media Relations                    
The activities of PHDCCI were 

extensively covered by the print 
and electronic media during the 
year.  

Bulletin

The monthly Bulletin  of   
PHDCCI continued to provide useful 
information to the members on 
economic developments, business 
opportunities, exhibitions / trade 
fairs, seminars and workshops in 
India and abroad, government 
policies, economic indicators, issues 
discussed in the Parliament, country 
profiles, articles on different 
subjects, activities of PHDCCI,  etc. 
The Bulletin can be read online on 
the website.  

PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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115TH ANNUAL SESSION

The PHD Chamber organized 
its 115th Annual Session 

on October 7, 2020 virtually 
through Cisco Webex. The 
opening session on the theme 
‘Building Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ 
was graced by General (Dr) V K 
Singh (Retd.),PVSM, AVSM, YSM, 
ADC Hon’ble Minister of State For 
Roads, Transport and Highways.

General (Dr) VK Singh said that 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is about 
self-reliance in not only about 
what to produce but also focuses 
on delivering it effectively to the 
world market. He highlighted 
on the importance of reverse 

engineering and technology. He 
further commented that cheaper 
expertise of goods reduces the 
cost of inputs. General (Dr) VK 
Singh highlighted that roads and 
infrastructure can spur growth in 
the economy. He said that good 
quality road network leads to 
ease of doing business and fast 
transportation of goods. 

Dr DK Aggarwal, President, PHD 
Chamber, in his presidential 
address said that Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat is about self- reliance, self- 
sufficiency and self-sustenance. 
He said that, at this juncture, our 

country needs to strengthen the 
manufacturing sector, increase 
the competitiveness in domestic 
manufacturing and focus on 
supply chains, among others. 

Mr. Rajeev Talwar, Former 
President, PHD Chamber, 
discussed about the significance 
of Atma-Samman and said 
that it is equally important as 
Aatmanirbhar. He emphasized 
that there is a need to further 
enhance the self-respect of the 
country in the global economic 
system, going ahead.

BUILDING AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT
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PHD Annual Awards for Excellence 2020 in different categories were bestowed to the following: 

•	 Good Corporate Citizen Award For Social Welfare 2020 to Grasim Industries Ltd., Unit- Indo Gulf Fertilizers.  

•	 Distinguished Entrepreneurship Award 2020 to Mr. J C Chaudhry, Chairman & Managing Director, Aakash 
Educational Services Limited.

•	 Distinguished Entrepreneurship Award for MSME 2020 to Mr. Manu Chopra, Managing Director, PDS 
International Pvt. Ltd. 

•	 Outstanding Business Woman Award 2020 to Ms. G. B. M. Ratna Kumari (Mallika Manoj Grandhi), 
Chairperson and Managing Director, Manoj Vaibhav Gems N Jewellers Pvt. Ltd.

•	 Award for Excellence for Start-ups 2020 to Mr. Deep Bajaj, Founder, Sirona Hygiene Pvt. Ltd. 

•	L ife Time Achievement Award 2020 to Mr. Binay Kumar, Chairman & Managing Director, Banaras House 
Pvt. Ltd.

PHDCCI Annual Awards For Excellence 
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In the Special Session on ‘Indian 
Economy: Post COVID-19’, 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Senior 
Vice President, PHD Chamber, 
suggested that the government 
should focus on liquidity 
disbursement to support 
businesses and bring back the 
momentum in the economy. 
He emphasized on the need for 
creating employment for the 
youth. He urged that MGNREGA 
should not just aim to do 
agriculture work but should also 

The session on ‘Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat: Vocal for Local’ was 

addressed by Mr. Sanjeev Sanyal, 
Principal Economic Adviser, 
Department of Economic Affairs, 

focus on other infrastructure 
divisions, namely, roads, railways, 
among others.

Mr. Manjeev Singh Puri, Former 
Ambassador to Nepal, said 
that efforts should be in the 
direction to revive the economy. 
Mr. Puri focused on the need to 
address climate change. Focusing 
on the need for Sustainable 
Development, he said that going 
forward, the country will run on 
green energy and the importance 

Ministry of Finance. He pointed 
out that Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
would lay the foundation for a 
New India with a higher economic 
growth trajectory, simpler rules, 

of this sector should not be 
neglected.

Other speakers were Mr. Sanjay 
Bhatia, Former President, PHD 
Chamber & Managing Director, 
Hindustan Tin Works Limited; Mr. 
Anil Khaitan, Former President, 
PHD Chamber & Chairman 
& Managing Director, Sunil 
Healthcare Limited and Mr. 
Gautam Bali, Managing Director, 
Vestige Marketing Pvt. Ltd.

resilient supply chains, better 
technology and entrepreneurial 
energy to leverage itself into 
taking new opportunities. 

SPECIAL SESSION ON INDIAN 
ECONOMY: POST COVID-19

SESSION ON AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT: 
VOCAL FOR LOCAL 
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A special session on 
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat: Role 

of Women in India’ was organized 
during the 115TH Annual Session 
of PHD Chamber.

Dr Deepa Malik, Padma Shri; 
Khel Ratna; Arjuna Awardee; 
President- Paralympic Committee 
of India mentioned that women 

need to come forward, support 
and create opportunities for each 
other, showcase their potential, 
and voluntarily contribute to the 
development of the  country. Ms. 
Naina Lal Kidwai, Chairperson, 
India Advisory Board, Advent 
Private Equity deliberated about 
the need for a microfinance 

movement in the country that will 
help women self-help groups to 
get finance which will help them 
run a business. 

Ms. Anuradha Goel, Chairperson, 
PHD Family Welfare Foundation 
in her welcome address discussed 
the need to empower women for 
Nation building.

SESSION ON AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT: 
ROLE OF WOMEN IN INDIA

Dr Mahendra Nath Pandey, 
Hon’ble Minister of Skill 

Development & Entrepreneurship 
delivered a special address at 
the session on ‘Skilling India for 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.’ He opined 
that for skilling, reskilling and 
up-skilling, skill training centres, 
industry connect skilling and 
industry demand skilling are 

important for making India self-
reliant. He spoke about the 
importance of Aatmanirbhar 
Skilled Employee Employer 
Mapping (ASEEM), a database to 
bridge the gap of demand and 
supply of skilled workforce across 
sectors. 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Senior 

Vice President, PHD Chamber, 
emphasized upon the importance 
of digitalization and said that it 
will play a big role in reshaping 
education.

As part of the session, PHD 
Chamber launched the Coffee 
Table Book to mark the 
completion of 115 years of PHD 
Chamber.

SESSION ON SKILLING INDIA FOR 
AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT
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PHD Chamber organized 
a Session on ‘Industry 

Perspective on Building 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ during 
its 115TH Annual Session. 
Technology advancements in 
the manufacturing sector will 
give India an upper hand among 
its competitors. Interest rates 
in India are significantly high as 
compared to other countries; 
we need to bring up financial 
institutes that can give long-term 
loans at competitive rates to be 

more competitive, said business 
honchos at the session.

Dr D K Aggarwal, President, 
PHDCCI, said that emphasis of 
domestic production should move 
from labour intensive to capital 
intensive to high-end technology 
products in the coming times.

Other esteemed speakers were 
Mr. Salil Bhandari Managing 
Partner, BGJC & Associates LLP &

Former President, PHDCCI; Mr. 
Sandip Somany, Vice Chairman & 

Managing Director, HSIL Limited 
& Former President, PHDCCI; Mr. 
Alok B. Shriram Senior Managing 
Director & CEO, DCM Shriram 
Industries Ltd. & Former President, 
PHDCCI; Dr Mahesh Gupta, 
Chairman and Managing Director, 
Kent R O Systems Ltd. & Former 
President, PHDCCI; Mr. Gopal 
Jiwarajka Chairman & Managing 
Director, Salora International 
Ltd. & Former President, PHDCCI 
and Mr. Pradeep Multani, Vice 
President, PHDCCI.

SESSION ON INDUSTRY PERSPECTIVE ON 
BUILDING AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT

At the Session on ‘Building 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, Mr. 

Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble 
Minister of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas and Steel was the Chief Guest.

Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble 
Union Minister of Petroleum 
& Natural Gas and Steel said 
that Atmanirbhar Bharat is a 
historical step undertaken by 

the Government of India and is 
a continuous evolving process. 
He urged trade and industry 
stakeholders to support the 
Government in strengthening the 

Session on Building Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat
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five pillars of Self-Reliant India 
viz., Economy, Infrastructure, 
Technology driven System, 
Demography and Demand. He 
emphasized that we all have to 
come together to ensure wealth 
creation and significantly raise 
the standards of living of all 
sections of the society to achieve 
all inclusive socio-economic 
development. The Minister 
informed that his Ministry is 

making all efforts to increase 
the production of Natural Gas 
indigenously and more than 400 
districts of India have already 
been connected through natural 
gas.

In the welcome address, Mr. Sanjay 
Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, 
PHD Chamber, emphasized that 
a multi-pronged strategy should 
be adopted to reduce India’s 

oil import dependency that 
includes increasing domestic oil 
and gas production, promoting 
bio fuels and renewables, 
energy conservation and energy 
efficiency and improvement in 
refinery processes.

The Minister also released the 
PHD Annual Report detailing all 
the activities of the Chamber 
since October 2019.

The Valedictory Session of the 115TH Annual Session was presided over by Mr. Vijay Inder Singla, Education 
Minister, Govt. of Punjab as the Chief Guest.

Mr. Singla, highlighted the opportunities and challenges faced by Industry in Punjab as an emerging Industrial 
hub. He focused on the Single window clearance to be given more importance for greater ease of doing 
business and increasing FDI inflows in the state.

VALEDICTORY SESSION 
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Ministerial Meetings
Interactive Session with Hon’ble Finance 
Minister, Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman

PHD Chamber organized an interactive session with Hon’ble Finance Minister, Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman on 
“Demystifying Union Budget 2021-22” on February 8, 2021. The Finance Minister indicated that the Indian 

government follows the “Minimum Government – Maximum Governance” principle and this was presented in 
the Union Budget 2021- 22. She said that the Government is also taking steps to carefully monitor the fiscal 
deficit. Ms. Sitharaman asserted that the Government has managed to make the Union Budget transparent 
and whatever the government is borrowing or spending is open for everyone to see.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, PHD Chamber said that the Budget is highly encouraging and will go a 
long way in making of Atma Nirbhar Bharat. He also appreciated the calibrated fiscal policy adopted by the 
Government to rejuvenate the economic growth in the country with an increased fiscal deficit for the year 
2021-22 at 6.8 percent.

Meeting with Hon’ble Union Minister of 
Road Transport and Highways

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal President, Dr JP Gupta, Chair Environment 
Committee and Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary General met Mr. Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Minister of Road 

Transport and Highways on July 19, 2021. The objective of the meeting was to invite the Hon Minister to be 
the Chief Guest for the 116th Annual Session of the Chamber.
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Meeting with Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Railways, Consumer Affairs 
and Food & Public Distribution

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr. Sanjay Agarwal, President and comprising of Mr. Saket Dalmia, Vice 
President, Prof Bejon Misra, Chairman, Consumer Affairs Committee and Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 

General met Mr. Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Railways, Consumer Affairs and 
Food & Public Distribution on February 25, 2021.
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Review of Industry Performance and 
Suggestions for further Strengthening 
Economic Recovery and Growth

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber and Dr S P 

Sharma, Chief Economist & DSG, 
PHD Chamber participated in a 
video conference with Hon’ble 
Union Minister, Mr. Piyush Goyal, 
Minister of Railways; Commerce 
& Industry; Consumer Affairs 
and Food & Public Distribution, 
on March 24, 2021 on the 
agenda of ‘Review of Industry 
Performance and Suggestions for 
Further Strengthening Economic 
Recovery and Growth’.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal presented 
vital suggestions such as 
becoming more aggressive 
towards DFI scheme for fulfilling 

large scale infrastructure funding, 
reducing the excise duties and VAT 
on petroleum, diesel and allied 

products and recommended to 
bring petroleum products under 
the ambit of GST.

Virtual interaction with Union Minister 
of Commerce & Industry

A high level PHD Chamber 
team comprising of Mr. 

Sanjay Aggarwal, President, Mr. 
Saket Dalmia Vice President, 
Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 
General and Dr S P Sharma, Chief 
Economist participated in a video 
conference with Mr. Piyush Goyal, 
Union Minister of Commerce & 
Industry on June 1, 2021 on the 
agenda of “Review with Industry 

Associations regarding their 
preparedness to combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic”.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber raised the concerns 
of trade and industry issues such 
as MSME functioning capability 
during the current wave vis-
a-vis diminishing demand and 
skyrocketing commodity prices 
of key industrial inputs. The 

President made several important 
recommendations, such as 
guaranteeing that large sectors 
like steel and copper do not 
export raw materials; to introduce 
a price control mechanism for 
export and import duties; imports 
of raw materials for industrial 
usage should have lower customs 
duties and in addition increasing 
the ECGLS scheme’s budget from 
Rs 3 lakh crore to Rs 6 lakh crore.
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Meeting with Hon’ble Commerce and 
Industry Minister for Soft Launch of 
National Single Window System Portal 

PHD Chamber participated 
in a meeting with Hon’ble 

Commerce and Industry Minister 
Mr. Piyush Goyal for Soft Launch 
of National Single Window System 
portal on September 22, 2021 at 
New Delhi. Hon’ble Commerce 
and Industry Minister, Mr. Piyush 
Goyal, stated that National Single 
Window System is one among the 
many initiatives undertaken by 
the government wherein number 
of compliances has been removed 
to strengthen the economy. This 
initiative will help the MSMEs, 
Startups and investors to gather 
information at single point and 
it will become game changer for 
attracting investments in India. 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal President, 
PHDCCI, welcomed the initiative 
of the Government of India and 
stated  that single window is 
in line with the Government’s 
vision of AatmaNirbhar Bharat. 

He added that Single window 
system would provide the end-
to- end support, including pre-
investment requirements for the 
investors. President said that 

Single Window System will not 
only provide one focus point for 
the trade community but also 
provide smooth implementation 
of other trade facilitation tools. 
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Meeting with Union Minister of Civil 
Aviation

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President and comprising of Mr. Saket Dalmia, Vice 
President, Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary General, Mr. Rajesh Arora, Chair, PHD Civil Aviation Committee; 

Mr. Vipin Vohra & Mr. Michael Jain-Co-chair, Civil Aviation Committee & the Secretariat team met Mr. 
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia on August 5, 2021 at New Delhi. The delegation invited the Hon’ble Minister to grace 
PHD Chamber’s 116 Annual Session.
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Meeting with Union Minister for MSMEs

Meeting with Union Minister of Food 
Processing Industries 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President PHDCCI and comprising of Mr. Mohit Jain 
, Chairman MSME Committee, Dr H P Kumar, Former Chairman NSIC and Advisor MSME and Mr. Saurabh 

Sanyal, Secretary General met Mr. Narayan Tatu Rane  Union Minister, Ministry of MSME  on September 6, 
2021 at New Delhi to congratulate him on taking the charge as Cabinet Minister and apprise him about the 
various initiatives of PHD Chamber in the MSME sector and challenges faced by  the  MSME Sector.

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President along with Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 
General, and the secretariat team met Mr. Pashupati Kumar Paras, Union Minister of Food Processing 

Industries on September 16, 2021 at New Delhi to congratulate him on taking the charge as Cabinet Minister 
and apprise him about the various initiatives of PHD Chamber in the Food Processing sector. The delegation 
discussed about potential collaborations between Ministry of Food Processing Industries and PHD Chamber 
especially at the State level.
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Meeting with Union Minister of Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry and Dairy

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President and comprising of Mr. R S Dixit, Co-
chair, Food Processing Committee; Mr. Govind Suryavanshi, Mars Royal Canin and  Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, 

Secretary General met Mr. Parshottam Rupala, Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairy on 
September 4, 2021 at New Delhi to congratulate him on taking charge as Cabinet Minister and apprise him 
about the various initiatives of PHD Chamber in the Livestock Sector. The delegation also discussed concerns 
around Dairy products and pet food industry. 

Hon’ble Prime Minister interacts with 
the Members of Trade And Industry on 
‘Local Goes Global- Make In India For The 
World’
A PHDCCI delegation, led by Mr. 

Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
along with Vice President, Mr 
Saket Dalmia and Chair/Co-
chairs of expert committees and 
members participated in a virtual 
meeting with Hon’ble Prime 
Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi on 
August 6, 2021 at Hotel Ashok, 
New Delhi. Mr. Piyush Goyal, 
Commerce and Industry Minister 
was also present along with other 
senior Government Officials.

The Prime Minister, suggested 
4 ways to make India a 
global champion: increase 
in manufacturing which is 
qualititavely competitive; 

minimize logistics costs; work in collaboration and identify international 
markets for Indian products.

Mr. Piyush Goyal, Commerce and Industry Minister, talked about the 
abolishment of the retrospective tax which was hindering  FDI.
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Meeting with Union Minister of 
Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr Sanjay Aggarwal, President along with Dr J P Gupta, Chair, Environment 
Committee, Dr J S Sharma, Co-chair, Environment Committee and Dr Ranjeet Mehta, Deputy Secretary 

General met Mr. Prakash Javadekar, Union Minister of Environment, Forests and Climate Change on January 
28, 2021 at his residence in New Delhi. The meeting was to invite the Minister for the International Climate 
Summit 2021.

Meeting With Hon’ble Minister for 
Chemicals & Fertilizers, Govt. of Iindia

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President along with Mr. Saket Dalmia, Vice President, 
Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary General and Dr Ravi Rathod, Deputy Secretary, met Mr. D V Sadananda 
Gowda, Hon’ble Minister for Chemicals & Fertilizers on November 9, 2020 at New Delhi. Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal 
appreciated the Hon’ble Minister for a very transparent Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme and 
accepting & resolving majority of industry issues with the PLI scheme.
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PHDCCI organized an Intellectual Meet for Budget 2021-22 at PHD House, New Delhi on February 9, 
2021. Chief Guest, Ms. Smriti Zubin Irani, Union Minister for Textiles & Women and Child Development, 

while lauding the Budget mentioned that the Budget is binding the vision of AatmaNirbhar Bharat under 
the directive of Hon’ble Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi. Talking about the focus towards sanitization, 
healthcare infrastructure, water availability among others, Ms. Irani shared that reforms like Ayushman 
Bharat Yojana, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, National Research Foundation and National Education Policy are 
dynamic steps towards making a self-reliant India that will benefit every dimension and level of the society.

Intellectual Meet for Budget 2021-22

Meeting With Minister Of State For 
Railways, Coal And Mines

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, President 

and comprising of Mr. Saurabh 
Sanyal, Secretary General, Dr S 
K Chaudhary, Chair, Mr. Dhruv 
Aggarwal, Co-chair, Railway 

Committee and the Secretariat 
met Mr. Raosaheb Dadarao 
Dhanve, Minister of State for 
Railways, Coal and Mines on 
August 12,2021 at New Delhi and 
congratulated him on his new 

appointment. The President also 
invited the Minister to grace the 
8th PHD Global Rail Convention 
– 2021 – ‘Future Railway 
Infrastructure Growth Blueprint’.
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Meeting with Union Minister of State 
For Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 
Distribution and Rural Development

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, President 

and comprising of Mr. Saurabh 
Sanyal, Secretary General and 
the Secretariat team met and 
congratulated Sadhvi Niranjan 
Jyoti, on her new appointment as 

Union Minister of State, Ministry 
of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 
Distribution and Ministry of Rural 
Development on August 4, 2021 
at her office In New Delhi. The 
President also shared the copy of 
the Draft Suggestions submitted 

by PHDCCI on Legal Metrology 
Act 2009, and Draft E-Commerce 
Rules 2021 for consideration. 
He also invited the Minister for 
upcoming the programs on Farm-
2-Fork and Consumer Confidence 
Conclave.

Meeting With Minister of State, Ministry 
Of External Affairs

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President and comprising of Mr. Ajay Poddar, Chair, 
International Affairs Committee for South East Asia, East Asia & Oceania; Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 

General and Mr. Naveen Seth, Assistant Secretary General met Dr Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Minister of State, 
Ministry of External Affairs on August 9, 2021 at his office in New Delhi. Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal invited the 
Minister for a session to address the members of PHDCCI and requested his support and guidance for the 
future endeavor of International Affairs and Trade Fairs Division. 
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FIRST PLANT INSTALLED IN MEDICHEK 
HOSPITAL, FARIDABAD

PHDFWF inaugurated the first oxygen generation plant to Medichek Hospital, Faridabad on June 30, 2021. 
Mr. Krishan Pal Gurjar, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment, GOI was the 

Chief Guest of the program. The plant was supported by Rotary Club of South Central and Shivalik Group.

SECOND PLANT INSTALLED IN TIRATH RAM 
SHAH CHARITABLE HOSPITAL, NEW DELHI

PHDFWF inaugurated the 
second oxygen generation 

plant at Tirath Ram Shah 
Charitable Hospital on July 23, 
2021. Mr. Faggan Singh Kulaste, 
Hon’ble Minister of State in 
the Ministry of Steel and Rural 
Development, GOI was the Chief 
Guest for the program. The 
plant was upported by Oriflame 
Sweden.
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Meeting with Chief Minister & Deputy Chief 
Minister of NCT of Delhi

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, President 

and comprising of Mr. Pradeep 
Multani, Senior Vice President, 
Mr. Saket Dalmia, Vice President, 
Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 

General and Dr Yogesh Srivastav, 
Assistant Secretary General 
met Mr. Arvind Kejriwal, Chief 
Minister of NCT of Delhi and Mr. 
Manish Sisodia, Deputy CM on 
February 17, 2021 at his office in 

New Delhi. The delegation raised 
various issues regarding Ease of 
Doing Business in Delhi and gave 
their suggestions for making 
Delhi the most business friendly 
destination in India.

Meeting with Union Minister of State, 
Ministry of AYUSH

A PHDCCI delegation led by 
Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior 

Vice President along with Mr. 
Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 
General and Mr. Vivek Seigell, 
Assistant Secretary General met 
Dr Mahendra Munjapara, Union 
Minister of State, Ministry of 
AYUSH on September 6, 2021 at 
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi. The 
delegation invited the Minister 
for upcoming AYUSH E-Mela.    
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Ambassadors’ Meet 2021

PHDCCI in partnership with 
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung 

organized the 36th edition of 
Ambassadors’ Meet, a flagship 
event of the Chamber on 
September 24, 2021 at Hotel 
Hyatt Regency, New Delhi.

Around 110 diplomats 
including Ambassadors/High 
Commissioners representing 
more than 55 countries graced the 
occasion. More than 50 members 
of the Chamber along with their 
spouses, as well as state and 
central government officials from 
various ministries made most of 
this opportunity to interact with 
the diplomatic community. The 
Ambassadors’ Meet has become 
the hallmark of good economic, 
social and cultural relations with 
all the Foreign Missions in India.

Mr. Faggan Singh Kulaste, Hon’ble 
Minister of State for Steel and 
Rural Development was the Chief 
Guest while Mr. Arvind Singh (IAS), 
Secretary, Ministry of Tourism 
was the Guest of Honour on the 
occasion. 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHDCCI welcomed all the 
dignitaries and expressed his 
gratitude to them for joining the 
event. Mr. Aggarwal said that India 



PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry

52

is not only the fastest growing 
economy in the world economic 
system but is also steadily 
emerging as an important player 
in regional and international 
arena. Over the past few decades, 
our country has demonstrated 
its growing commitment as 
a responsible player in the 
Global Economic Order. To 
foster enhanced international 
linkages, India has been actively 
promoting multilateral diplomacy 
while engaging itself in several 
multilateral consultations 
to advance its economic 
development and trade and 
ensure greater integration in the 
global community.  

Ambassadors’ Meet was 
also supported by BMW 
Deutsche Motoren, Speciality 
Merchandising Services Pvt. Ltd., 
Envoronics, R E Rogers India, 
UFLEX Ltd and Timberworkz.
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Agri Business and Food Processing 
Committee

Aatmanirbhar Krishi Se Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat Focus: Agriculture Reforms 
and Value Chain Development

Drone and GIS Application in 
Agriculture: Opportunities and Way 
Forward

The Agribusiness Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized a 

webinar on ‘Aatmanirbhar Krishi 
se Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ on 
October 17, 2020.

Guest of Honour, Mr. P K Swain, 
IPOS, Joint Secretary (Marketing 
& AMA), Ministry of Agriculture 
& Farmer Welfare said that the 
New Farm Bill 2020 will act as a 
game changer to liberalize the 
Indian economy, providing an 
ecosystem of ‘One Nation One 
Market’ to revolutionize farmers 
into entrepreneurs and creating a 
platform for India to be more self-
reliant and capturing investment 
opportunities in the International 
sphere.

The PHD Chamber organized 
a Round table discussion on 

‘Drone and GIS Application in 
Agriculture: Opportunities and 
Way Forward’ on January 27, 
2021. Chief Guest, Mr. Amber 
Dubey, Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Civil Aviation emphasized that 
drones are affordable and easy 
to use. It can help to access the 
efficient use of inputs, labor, 
and time. He informed that his 
Ministry is open to fast track 
approvals and exemptions to 
academic and research institutes 
by declaring the areas as Green 
Zones.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, PHD Chamber deliberated about the 
opportunities emerging from agriculture reforms proposed through 
the Farmers’ Bills for the rural youth and industry stakeholders.

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice President, PHD Chamber deliberated 
about drone technology, an innovation that has the potential to 
transform the routine manual activities that are carried out in many 
fields.
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RISK MANAGEMENT IN INDIAN AGRICULTURE 
– Ensuring Better Livelihood for 
Farmers

Food Safety and Security Leveraging 
Science to Address Production & 
Challenges for Basmati Rice Exports: 
Way Forward

The Agribusiness Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized a 

webinar on ‘RISK MANAGEMENT 
IN INDIAN AGRICULTURE – 
Ensuring better livelihood for 
farmers’ on July 8, 2021.

Chief Guest, Dr Suresh 
Kumar Malhotra, Agriculture 
Commissioner, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
stated that more crops are being 
promoted so that we can invest 
in utilization of water; sprinklers 
and micro-irrigation have been 
installed for the same and Farmers 
are also given weather warning 
systems so that they are aware of 
any climate crisis beforehand.

The Agribusiness Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized 

a webinar on “Food Safety and 
Security” Leveraging Science to 
Address Production & Challenges 
for Basmati Rice Exports: Way 
Forward” on July 27, 2021.

Dr M. Angamuthu, IAS, Chairman, 
APEDA underlined the need for a 
customized package of practices 
and services which farmers can 
adopt and follow the practices 
for the long-term for sustainable 
production of Basmati rice. He 
added that there is need for 
interface between industry and 
government so that a tangible 
solution is taken out at the 
farmers’ level which will ensure 
better practices and quality 
checks.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHDCCI deliberated about the 
need for risk management that 
will help farmers to control the 

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 
President, PHDCCI emphasized 
that there is a need for educating 
farmers on the types of chemicals, 

various unforeseen risks factors 
and at the same time help farmers 
to grow and prosper.

their effectiveness on specific 
pests and parts of the crop, their 
timing, dosage, and date of the 
last spray before harvest.
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Mr. Anurag Sharma, Member of 
Parliament and Director, Shree 
Baidyanath Ayurved Bhawan 
Pvt. Ltd. mentioned the latest 
decision of the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry and 
the Ministry of AYUSH to set up 
an export promotion council to 
boost AYUSH exports.

Industry Initiatives to Supplement 
Efforts of the AYUSH Ministry to Boost 
the AYUSH Sector

AYUSH 

The AYUSH Committee of 
PHDCCI organized a webinar 

on ‘Industry Initiatives to 
supplement efforts of the AYUSH 
Ministry to boost the AYUSH 
sector’ on December 22, 2020. 
Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 
President, PHDCCI talked about 
Industry initiatives to supplement 
efforts of the AYUSH Ministry to 
boost the entire AYUSH sector in 
India.

Mr. Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, 
Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH, 
Govt. of India talked about 
research programs & drug 
development and how industry 
can work together with the 
Ministry of AYUSH to take the 
system forward.

Meeting with Union Minister of State, 
Ministry of AYUSH

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice President along with Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, 
Secretary General and Mr. Vivek Seigell, Assistant Secretary General met Dr Mahendra Munjapara, Union 

Minister of State, Ministry of AYUSH on September 6, 2021 at Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi. The delegation 
invited the Minister for  the upcoming AYUSH E-Mela.    
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Proven & Effective Unani System As 
Immunity Booster During COVID-19

Importance of WHO-GMPS In Ayurveda 
Industry

The AYUSH Committee, PHDCCI 
organized a webinar on 

‘Proven & Effective Unani System 
as Immunity Booster during 
COVID-19’ on January 7, 2021.

Prof. Dr Asim Ali Khan, Director 
General – CCRUM, Ministry 
of AYUSH talked about the 
Unani system and Unani 
immunomodulators, which has 
a global presence in India and 
various other countries. He 
informed that the Central Council 
for Research in Unani Medicine 
(CCRUM) has done several clinical 
trials and research studies during 
COVID-19.

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 
President, PHDCCI said that the 
most common problem of all 
sort of infections is tackled very 

The AYUSH Committee of PHD 
Chamber organized a webinar 

on ‘Importance of WHO-GMPs 
in Ayurveda Industry’ on April 8, 
2021. Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior 
Vice President, PHD Chamber 
stated that there needs to be the 
application of GMPs in AYUSH 
medicines, an essential tool to 
assure quality. He mentioned that 
MSMEs should make sure that 
plants are GMP compliant.

Dr J L N Sastry, CEO, National 
Medicinal Plants Board, Ministry 
of AYUSH asserted that there 
must be systems to provide 
documented proof that correct 

successfully by the Unani system of medicine by strengthening the 
immune system which in turn eliminates infectious agents and exerts 
least side effect.

procedures are consistently 
followed in each step in the 
manufacturing process. Dr D. C. 
Katoch, Chief Medical Officer, 
CGHS, Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare emphasized that there 
needs to be certification of the 
product when the product is 
manufactured in the WHO-GMP 
certified unit. 
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including concerns for wellbeing 
of the patient and manufacturer 
by ensuring the product quality, 
which helps in selection of 

adequate formulations, excipients 
and container closure systems for 
a product.

TIKA UTSAV- COVID Vaccination

Testing Protocols & Stability Studies 
of AYUSH Products

The AYUSH Committee of PHD 
Chamber, organized an awareness 
webinar on ‘importance of Tika 
Utsav- COVID Vaccination’ on 
April 13, 2021. Mr. Pradeep 
Multani, Senior Vice President, 
PHD Chamber, discussed the 
importance of getting vaccinated 
which will help to protect the 
person as well as the community 
around them.

Dr Manoj Nesari, Advisor, Ministry 
of AYUSH mentioned that we 
need to strengthen our immunity 
system by consuming AYUSH 
Kadha, Chawanprash, and other 
ayurvedic supplements and 
promote vaccination.

Padma Bhushan Vd. Devendera 
Triguna, President of AMAM, All 

The AYUSH Committee, PHD 
Chamber organized a webinar 

on “Testing Protocols & Stability 
Studies of AYUSH Products” on 
May 27, 2021.

Dr J.L.N. Sastry, CEO, National 
Medicinal Plants Board, Ministry of 
AYUSH suggested that the design 
of the stability testing program 
should take into account the 
intended market and the climate 
conditions of the area in which 
the drug products will be used. Dr 
Sastry also shared few guidelines 
and talked about normal storage 
conditions defined by World 
Health Organization related to 
testing protocols.

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 
President, PHD Chamber talked 
about benefits of stability testing 

India Ayurvedic Congress, and Ayurveda Mahasammelan stressed  the 
need to follow the protocols laid down by the Ministry of AYUSH and 
consume Ayurvedic products.
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Innovation & Entrepreneurship in 
AYUSH Sector

AYUSH for India: Vision & Strategy 
Ahead

The AYUSH Committee of 
PHDCCI organized a webinar 

on ‘Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
in AYUSH Sector- Role of Industry 
and Government of India’ on July 
15, 2021. Mr. Pradeep Multani, 
Senior Vice President, PHD 
Chamber said that it is essential 
to promote integration and 
mainstreaming of AYUSH systems 

The AYUSH Committee, PHDCCI 
in collaboration with Ministry 

of AYUSH organized a webinar 
on “AYUSH for India: Vision & 
Strategy” ahead on August 12, 
2021.

Mr. Deepak Bagla, Managing 
Director & CEO, Invest India 
mentioned that AYUSH is at the 
core of our existence and the 
world is talking about AYUSH due 
to the pandemic as they have 
witnessed its power for long-
term immunity and healthcare. 
He further stated that there has 
been an increase in exports of 
AYUSH products. There’s a need 
for standardized certifications of 
AYUSH products, he added.

in national health care programs.

Chief Guest, Dr Manoj Nesari, 
Advisor, Ministry of AYUSH 
underlined the need for training 
and capacity building for which 
the Ministry is already working 
with the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) for 
developing integrated programs 
for training and education at 

Padma Bhushan Vd. Devendera 
Triguna, President of AMAM, 
All India Ayurvedic Congress 
suggested that some mechanism 
should be formed for smooth 

different levels of doctors and 
post-doctoral programs. Padma 
Bhushan Vd. Devendera Triguna, 
President of AMAM, All India 
Ayurvedic Congress and Ayurveda 
Mahasammelan stated that it is the 
responsibility of the industry to 
provide quality and standardized 
medicines to the country.

coordination with international 
industry to help them understand 
the importance of AYUSH systems 
and at the same time understand 
what can be improvised for future 
development. 
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Pharmacokinetics and 
Pharmacodynemics of Ayurveda System

The AYUSH Committee of 
PHD Chamber in association 

with Ministry of AYUSH, 
Govt. of India organized a 
webinar ‘Pharmacokinetics 
and Pharmacodynemics of 
Ayurveda system’ on August 19,  
2021. Mr. Pradeep Multani, Sr. 
Vice President, PHD Chamber, 
mentioned that modern and 
classical sciences should come 
together for bridging the gap 
amongst medical fraternities.

Prof. (Dr.) Tanuja Manoj Nesari,  
Director, All India Institute of 
Ayurveda (AIIA) highlighted 
that Industry needs to maintain 
its quality and standards in 
the Ayurvedic sector. Padma 
BhushanVd. Devendera Triguna, 
President of AMAM, All India 
Ayurvedic Congress and Ayurveda 

Mahasammelan opined that the industry should make high-quality 
Ayurvedic medicines having high-quality herbs and good quality 
minerals and metals.

Domestic and International Trade in 
AYUSH Medicine: Issues & Challenges 

The AYUSH Committee of PHD 
Chamber in association with 

Ministry of AYUSH, Govt. of India 
organized a webinar on ‘Domestic 
and International trade in AYUSH 
medicine: Issues & Challenges’ 
on August 26, 2021. Mr. Pradeep 
Multani, Senior Vice President, 
PHD Chamber asserted that with 
surge in exports and growing 
international popularity of 
Ayurveda, there is a need for 
industry players to improve 
their quality standards and cost 
competitiveness.  

Dr Manoj Nesari, Advisor, (Ay) 
Ministry of AYUSH mentioned 
about various problems where 
Industry can work on like 
developing the products with 

specific target disease condition; 
TB is a disease where AYUSH has 
a major potential and industry 
needs to work on that and third 

is Anti-microbial resistance where 
AYUSH industry has to work on 
products which can be given as 
standalone along with antibiotics.
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Integrated Approach to Combat 
COVID-19 Pandemic

The AYUSH Committee of 
PHDCCI organized a webinar 

on ‘Integrated Approach to 
Combat COVID-19 Pandemic’ on 
November 24, 2020. Prof. (Dr) 
Tanuja Manoj Nesari, Director, 
All India Institute of Ayurveda, 
Ministry of AYUSH, talked about 
the significance of AYUSH 
Sanjivani app and informed that 
many Ayurvedic herbs such as 
Kadha and Immunomodulators 
are playing a very significant role 
in building overall immunity of an 
individual that is keeping them 
safe from the virus.
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BANKING, FINANCIAL SERVICES & 
INSURANCE 

Panel Discussion on Redefining 
Corporate Financing in New Normal

Health and Term Insurance for MSMEs: 
Open Issues, Way Forward & Role of IRDAI

With a view to understand 
the dynamics of corporate 

financing post the pandemic 
lockdown scenario, the Banking 
Financial Services and Insurance 
Committee of PHD Chamber 
organized an interactive session 
on ‘Redefining Corporate 
Financing in New Normal’ on 
December 23, 2020.

Mr. Ajay Vyas, Executive Director, 
UCO Bank stated the need to 
reduce Turn Around Time (TAT) 
for grant of loans. He mentioned 
that Artificial Intelligence, 
Algorithms and Prediction 
Analysis are the future of lending 
norms for banks to follow. He also 
stated that customer relationship 
management is most important 

With the objective of 
sensitizing the MSMEs 

and individuals on the benefits 
of health insurance and 
term insurance, the Banking, 
Financial Services and Insurance 
Committee of PHD Chamber 
organized a webinar on ‘Health 
and Term insurance for MSMEs: 
Open Issues, Way Forward & Role 
of IRDAI’ on May 18, 2021.

Chief Guest, Mr. Suresh 
Mathur, Executive Director, 
Health Insurance, Surveyors, 
IMF & Reinsurance, Insurance 
Regulatory & Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI) 
highlighted numerous initiatives 

as this will help banks in reviewing the worth and capacity to lend to 
the corporates.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, PHDCCI, stated that customized 
financing, advanced technology and liquidity support can help agility in 
the new normal and generate livelihood.

undertaken by IRDA to facilitate the settlement of claims and benefit 
the policy holders such as quicker approvals; covering tele-medicine 
services under health insurance, doing away with submission of hard 
copies for settlement of claims, directing hospitals to provide cashless 
treatment as per contract, among others.
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Future of Digital Banking in India: 
Challenges and Way Forward

The Banking, Financial Services 
& Insurance Committee, PHD 

Chamber organized a virtual 
conference on ‘Future of Digital 
Banking in India: Challenges and 
Way Forward’ on March 10, 2021. 

Mr. Ravinder Pandey, Deputy 
Managing Director (Strategy) 
& Chief Digital Officer, SBI 
emphasized that Cyber security 
is extremely critical for the 
success of digital banking. It is the 
objective of banks to create and 
win the customers’ trust, such 
that all transactions are routed 
through banks as is presently done 
by multiple payment apps. He 
suggested three areas in fintech 
that need to be intertwined to 
make it a success – payment & 
remittance; process improvement 
– compliance & risk management 

and customer engagement.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber stated that the 
banking landscape will undergo 
a complete overhaul in the 

coming years and observed 
the scenario will be far more 
competitive, innovative and 
efficient in delivering consumers’ 
expectations.

Securing Retirement with NPS and 
Insights for Employer

With the objective of 
deliberating in details 

& sensitizing and creating 
awareness on the National 
Pension System to enable all 
stakeholders avail the benefits 
of NPS, the Banking, Financial 
Services and Insurance Committee 
of PHD Chamber in association 
with PFRDA organized a webinar 
on ‘Securing Retirement with NPS 
and Insights for employer’ on July 
29, 2021. Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, 
President, PHD Chamber 
emphasized that retirement 
planning is an essential part of 
financial planning for leading a 
comfortable and dignified post 
retirement life.

Mr. Supratim Bandyopadhyay, 
Chairman, PFRDA asserted that 
it is important to have a stable 
source of income post one’s 
retirement which could be in the 

form of pension. Pension income, he felt, is a must to lead a dignified 
life. He underlined that stable working population of the country 
should start investing in pension at an early stage so that they are not a 
burden to the country and can get a secured future.
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Capital Market & Commodity Market 

4th Annual Convention on Capital 
Market & Commodity Market: Role 
of Financial Markets in Building  
AatamNirbhar  Bharat

The Capital Market and 
Commodity Market Committee 

of PHDCCI organized the 4th 
Annual Convention on “Capital 
Market & Commodity Market: Role 
of Financial Markets in Building 
AatamNirbhar Bharat” on October 
3, 2020.

Chief Guest, Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar, Hon’ble Minister of 
State for Labour and Employment 
(Independent Charge) 
indicated that for making India, 
AatamNirbhar, financial markets 
play a pivotal role. The Minister 
also said that commodity exchange 
will play an important role in future 
especially in the agriculture sector. 
He informed that a database of the 
labourers is being created which 
will help to make this sector an 
organized one.
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Webinar On Sovereign Gold Bonds

Commodities - An Asset Class

The Capital Market & Commodity 
Market Committee of PHDCCI 

organized a webinar on Sovereign 
Gold Bonds on January 22, 2021. 

Mr. Sameer Patil, Chief Business 
Officer, BSE Ltd. suggested that 
SGBs are the safest way to buy 
digital Gold, as they are issued 
by Govt. of India along with the 
benefit of asset appreciation 
opportunity and assured 2.50 
percent per annum interest.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHDCCI opined that in 2021, gold 
will remain in focus for investors, 
the efficacy of the vaccine, 
proper implementation of the 
vaccination process in developing 
countries, low- interest rate 

The Capital Market & 
Commodity Market 

Committee of PHDCCI organized 
a webinar on ‘Commodities - An 
Asset Class’ on July 30, 2021. 
Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHDCCI said that investment in 
commodities gives three benefits 
to an investor such as hedge 
against inflation, diversification 

regime and the global central bank’s stance on liquidity will guide gold 
prices in 2021.

with other asset classes and return 
potential which is independent of 
equities and bonds.

Mr. Mrugank Paranjape, MD & 
CEO, NEML mentioned that the 
Commodities have evolved as an 
asset class with the development 
of commodity futures indices and 
subsequently, investment options 

that benchmark against these 
indices.

Mr. Suresh Arora, Whole Time 
Director, Share India Securities 
Ltd. suggested that there is a need 
to provide awareness programme 
to potential investors in order 
to make them aware about the 
commodities market.
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Civil Aviation

PHD GLOBAL AVIATION & AIR CARGO 
SUMMIT- 7th EDITION

PHD Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry’s Civil Aviation 

Committee organized a two 
day summit- The PHD GLOBAL 
AVIATION & AIR CARGO SUMMIT- 
7th EDITION- “Aviation -Air 
Cargo Industry’s New Growth 
Blueprint & Business Resurgence 
Parameters,”  March 12-13, 2021. 

Mr. Pradeep Singh Kharola, IAS, 
Hon’ble Secretary, Ministry of 
Civil Aviation emphasized that 
aviation is an international activity 
and is economically important for 
all the nations. We have to work 
together, open new airports, 
bring in efficiency, reduce costs, 
and build equitable and strong 
partnerships between the nations 
and airlines. An aviation system 
can function when all the parts 
of the system function efficiently 
and in sync with each other, he 
shared.

Ms. Vandana Aggarwal, Sr. 
Economic Advisor, Ministry of 
Civil Aviation emphasized that 
air cargo has provided valuable 
revenues to the airlines to 
sustain themselves during the 
pandemic. Air cargo has also been 
the humanitarian belly of this 
pandemic by transporting kits, 
essential goods, and vaccines to 
various parts of the world. 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber emphasized 

that the civil aviation market 
is expected to see some surge 
with the availability of vaccines, 
people’s willingness to travel, and 
recovery in the macroeconomic 
growth of domestic air traffic.

The webinar was graced by 
H.E. Dr. Ahmed A.R. Albanna, 

Hon’ble Ambassador of 
United Arab Emirates to 
India ; H.E. Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary- Mr Asein Isaev, 
Hon’ble Ambassador of the 
Kyrgyz Republic to India and Mr. 
Glyn Hughes, Director General, 
TIACA.
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Corporate Affairs

Corporate Fraud Control And 
Forensic Audit

The Corporate Affairs 
Committee of PHDCCI 

organized a webinar on ‘Corporate 
Fraud Control and Forensic Audit’ 
on January 28, 2021.

Chief Guest, Mr. Keshav Chandra 
(IAS), Director, Serious Fraud 
Investigation Office highlighted 
that in recent scams, higher 
management is involved with 
public money invested through 
IPOs. He mentioned that lack of 
corporate governance and non- 
independence of Internal Auditors 
are the backbone for happening 
of frauds. He also mentioned 
that excessive remuneration of 
executives and weak monitoring 
system are indicators to identify 
fraud in corporates as per the 

recent cases.

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 

President, PHDCCI highlighted 
that high-profile cases in 
recent years have shown that 
dishonest behaviour not only 
undermines profits, operating 
efficiencies and reliability 
but can severely damage an 
organization’s reputation.

Mergers & Acquisitions- Key 
Opportunities And Challenges

The Corporate Affairs 
Committee of PHDCCI 

organized a webinar on ‘Mergers 
& Acquisitions: Key Opportunities 
and Challenges’ on March 24, 
2021.

Chief Guest, Hon’ble Justice 
Mr. M M Kumar, Former Chief 
Justice, J&K High Court, Founder 
President, NCLT suggested that 
many of disinvestment schemes 
announced by the Government 
such as Air India, Bharat Petroleum 
and LIC should be started to 
boost M&A market. He also 
suggested that all legal bodies 
involved in M&A transactions 
should be empowered enough to 
work effectively on all provisions 
of M&A ensuring the new skills 
are embedded in their systems.

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 

President, PHDCCI stated that with vaccination, life is returning to 
normal, if financing is affordable, it’s natural that M&A will grow and 
progressively return in 2021.
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Consumer Affairs & Public Health
Promoting e-Commerce Exports - 
Suggestions for the new FTP

The Consumer Affairs Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized 
a virtual panel discussion on 

February 24, 2021 focusing on the 
Government’s call for suggestions 
for the New Foreign Trade Policy 
2021-2026 on promoting e-commerce 
exports. 

Mr. Labayendu Mansingh, IAS 
(Retd.), Former Secretary, Consumer 
Affairs and also ex-DGFT,  while 
highlighting about the complicated 
challenges in the FTP policy which 
includes logistics, stated that the 
government is drafting a separate 
chapter for E-commerce in the 
New Foreign Trade Policy 2021-26.  
According to Mr. Mansingh, the new 
FTP would be a major initiative for 
the growth and development of the 
sector and bringing competitiveness 
in the country. 

Mr. Ajay Dua, IAS (Retd.), Former 
Secretary, DPIIT (formerly DIPP), 
stated that the pandemic has shown 
the important role of E-Commerce 
and means to reach out to people 
especially amid the period of 

Meeting with Secretary, Department of 
Consumer Affair, Ministry for Consumer 
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution
A PHDCCI delegation led by 

Prof Bejon Misra, Chairman- 
Consumer Affairs & Public Health 
and comprising of Mr. Saurabh 
Sanyal, Secretary General, Dr 
Ranjeet Mehta, Deputy Secretary 
General and Dr Yogesh Shrivastav, 
Assistant Secretary met Ms. 
Leena Nandan, IAS Secretary, 
Department of Consumer Affair, 
Ministry for Consumer Affairs, 
Food & Public Distribution 
on February 23, 2021 at New 
Delhi. The meeting was to invite 
the Secretary for the Virtual 
Celebration of the WORLD 
CONSUMER RIGHTS DAY 2021.

lockdown. He emphasized the need 
to involve States as far as exports are 
concerned on the same lines of the 
subject matter of Industries which 
are currently under the control of the 
State Governments. 

Ms. Mallika Verma, Director- 
Agriculture, Food Processing & 

Consumer Affairs & Public Health, 
PHDCCI in her concluding remarks 
spoke on the role of industry 
chambers in offering suggestions 
to the Government bodies and 
recommended that PHDDCI will 
surely provide the memorandum of 
suggestions for the New FTP 2021-26.
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Defence & HLS
International Conference On Critical 
And Strategic Materials In Aerospace 
And Defence At AERO INDIA 2021 

The Defence and HLS 
Committee of PHDCCI 

organized an International 
Conference on ‘Critical and 
Strategic Materials in Aerospace 
and Defence’ at AERO INDIA 2021 
on February 5, 2021 at Air Force 
Station, Yelahanka, Bengaluru.

Chief Guest, Dr Ajay Kumar, 
Defence Secretary, Department 
of Defence, Government of India 
informed that the Government 
aims to double the number of 
MSMEs from 8000 in defence and 
aerospace sector to 16000 in the 

next five years. The Government 
has reserved procurement up to 
Rs. 100 crores from the Indian 
MSMEs, he further added.

Guest of Honor, Dr Satheesh 
Reddy, Chairman, DRDO 
deliberated that the Government 
is very serious about developing 
the capabilities for the materials 
within the country.

Guest of Honor, Dr Saket Kumar, 
Director General, Industries 
& Commerce, Government of 
Haryana highlighted Haryana 
as a destination for companies 

who are willing to venture into 
defence production, aerospace 
and defence.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber urged that a 
considerable part of the defence 
capex budget should be reserved 
for indigenous manufacturers.
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Defence Testing and Certification for 
Speedy Procurement

Indigenization Requirements of Indian 
Air Force: Opportunities from MSMEs

The Defence & HLS Committee 
of PHDCCI organized a 

webinar on ‘Defence Testing 
and Certification for Speedy 
Procurement’ on May 14, 2021.

Mr. Sanjay Jaju, IAS, Additional 
Secretary (Defence Production) 
suggested creating an IT platform 
where quality assurance and time-
bound delivery can be rationalized 
in a better way. He also mentioned 
that MSMEs need to become 
quality cautious and they need to 
bring in systems that are based on 
self-improvement and internalize 
the process of quality assurance.

The Defence & HLS Committee, 
PHDCCI organized a webinar 

on ‘Indigenization Requirements 
of Indian Air Force: Opportunities 
from MSMEs’ on August 24, 2021. 
Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 
President, PHDCCI mentioned 
that there is a need to promote 
investment in the Defence sector, 
both in R&D and production, 
thereby resulting in higher self-
reliance and indigenization.

Air Vice-Marshal  P S Sarin, VSM, 
Assistant Chief of the Air Staff 
(MP), Indian Air Force informed 
that the Defence PSUs and 
DRDO have a major role towards 
improving the indigenous content 
on the projects that are purely 

Mr. Sanjay Chawla, Director 
General of Aeronautical Quality 
Assurance, Department of 
Defence Production talked about 
the quality assurance testing labs 

Indian and tapping the potential of Indian industry of which MSMEs 
have a major role to play. 

which have been set up around 
the country so that the industry 
is helped in getting tested 
seamlessly across the country.
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Meeting with Minister of State for 
Home Affairs

Indigenization Requirements of Indian 
Navy: Opportunities from MSMEs

A PHDCCI Defence and HLS 
Committee delegation led by 
Mr. Rudra Shriram, Co-chair, 
and comprising of Mr. Saurabh 
Sanyal, Secretary General, Mr. 
Vivek Seigell, Assistant Secretary 
General,  Col Ramit Arora, 
Member, PHDCCI Defence & HLS 
Committee and Mr. Nasir Jamal, 
Joint Secretary met Mr. Ajay 
Kumar Mishra,  Minister of State 
for Home Affairs, on  September 
9, 2021 at his residence to discuss 
PHDCCI initiatives in the defence 
and homeland security sector.

The PHDCCI Defence & HLS 
Committee organized a 

webinar on “Indigenization 
Requirements of Indian Navy: 
Opportunities from MSMEs” on 
September 3, 2021 Rear Admiral 
R Vijay Sekhar, NM (Nausena 
Medal), Additional Chief of 
Materials (ACOM), Modernisation, 
Indian Navy highlighted that 
the production of auxiliary like 
weapons, sensors, propulsion, 
etc., has been rather slow and the 
need of the hour is that industries 
should invest in indigenisation of 
Indian Navy.
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Direct Taxes
Post Budget Interactive Session On 
Implications of Union Budget 2021

Recent Changes in Tax Implications of 
Restructuring of Business

The Direct Taxes Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized a 

Post Budget Interactive Session 
on “Implications of Union Budget 
2021” on February 4, 2021.

Mr. Pramod Chandra Mody, 
Chairman, Central Board of Direct 
Taxes stated that it is equally 
important to focus on widening 
and deepening the tax base, 
rather than fiddling with the tax 
rates. 

Mr. Kamlesh Varshney, Joint 
Secretary, (TPL I)  highlighted that 
it is the Government’s endeavor 
to promote affordable housing, 
and this will definitely be taken 
care of, even if not through the 
exemptions under the Direct Tax 
route.

The Direct Taxes Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized 

a webinar on ‘Recent Changes in 
Tax Implications of Restructuring 
of Business’ August 27, 2021.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber observed that it 
is extremely important for any 
Government to improve the tax 
administration in the country and 

to provide incentives to promote 
foreign investments, facilitate 
ease of doing business, as these 
form the pillar of an efficient tax 
system. He lauded the repeal of 
the retrospective taxation by the 
Government which will reiterate 
India’s commitment to honor the 
rule of law.

The other speakers included Mr. 

Anil K Chopra, Mentor, Direct 
Taxes Committee, PHDCCI; Mr. 
Mukul Bagla, Chairman, Direct 
Taxes Committee, PHDCCI; Mr. 
Prashant Kapoor, Partner-Deal 
Advisory,M&A and PE-Tax, KPMG; 
Mr. Suraj Malik, Partner- M&A Tax 
and Regulatory, BDO India LLP 
and Ms. Priyanka Duggal, Director, 
Deloitte Haskins & Sells LLP.
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Mergers & Acquisitions -  Key 
Opportunities And Challenges

Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) and Business Responsibility & 
Sustainability Reporting (BRSR

The Corporate Affairs 
Committee of PHDCCI 

organized a webinar on ‘Mergers 
& Acquisitions: Key Opportunities 
and Challenges’ on March 24, 
2021.

Chief Guest, Hon’ble Justice 
Mr. M M Kumar, Former Chief 
Justice, J&K High Court, Founder 
President, NCLT suggested that 
many of disinvestment schemes 
announced by the Government 
such as Air India, Bharat Petroleum 
and LIC should be started to boost 
M&A market. He also suggested 
that all legal bodies involved 
in M&A transactions should be 
empowered enough to work 
effectively on all provisions of 
M&A ensuring the new skills are 
embedded in their systems.

The Corporate Affairs 
Committee of PHDCCI 

organized a webinar on 
“Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) and Business Responsibility 
& Sustainability Reporting (BRSR)” 
on June 28, 2021.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHDCCI underlined that new 

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior 
Vice President, PHDCCI stated 
that with vaccination, life is 

reporting called Business 
Responsibility and Sustainability 
Report (BRSR) by SEBI is an 
initiative towards ensuring 
that investors have access 
to standardized disclosures 
on Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) parameters.

Mr. Pradeep Ramakrishnan, 
General Manager, Department 

returning to normal, if financing is 
affordable, it’s natural that M&A 
will grow and progressively return 
in 2021.

of Debt & Hybrid Securities, 
SEBI suggested that companies 
are encouraged to be early 
adopters of the BRSR, thus 
being at the forefront of 
sustainability reporting which 
leads to institutional investors 
trust in favour of management 
and business practices and plans 
underlying them.
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Economic Affairs
3rd Economic Conclave – Ease of Doing 
Business Uplifting Economic Growth

The Economic Affairs 
Committee of PHD Chamber 

organized the 3rd Economic 
Conclave, “Ease of Doing Business 
and Uplifting Economic Growth” 
on July 16, 2021.

Mr. Amitabh Kant, Chief Executive 
Officer, Niti Aayog, asserted 
that raising investment levels 
will be crucial to India’s growth 
story going ahead, as they raise 
productivity and efficiency. 
Innovation, rising competitiveness 
and generating employment are 
the key instruments of growth 
that are unlocked through higher 
investments, especially through 
the private sector, he added.

Mr. Deepak Bagla, Managing 
Director and CEO, Invest India, 
predicted ‘New India’ is going 
to emerge from small towns 
and cities compelled by MSMEs 
growth, as the MSMEs have 
managed through the constraints 
and have adapted through the 
pandemic. 

Budget Viewing Session 2021-22
The Economic Affairs Committee of 

PHD Chamber organized a Budget 
Viewing Session 2021-22 on February 1, 
2021, in Hybrid mode. Dr Ajay Chhibber, 
Renowned Economist and Distinguished 
Visiting Scholar, The Elliott School 
of International Affairs, The George 
Washington University, US said his 
four expectations from the 2021-22 
budget were to nurture and to revive 
the economy; safety and health sector; 
progress through export led growth and 
to set the stage for recovery for a much 
faster growth.

Mr. Sanjay Aggawal, President, PHD 
Chamber stressed that DFIs need to be 
setup or measures should be proposed 
to strengthen the existing DFIs. He also 
said that MSME sector needs funding 
aggressively.
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Education
Dialogue between Norway and India for 
Synergistic Collaborations in Higher 
Education, Science & Technology and 
Innovation

The Education Committee of 
PHDCCI in partnership with the 

Royal Norwegian Embassy in New 
Delhi and Innovation Norway, 
India organized a ‘Dialogue 
between Norway and India 
for synergistic collaborations 
in Higher Education, S&T and 
Innovation’ on June 18, 2021. 
Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHDCCI said that Norway 
Universities are known for 
high standards of research 
and innovation, providing an 

appropriate ecosystem for 
stimulating quality education 
to promote international 
collaboration in higher education.

Mr. Arne Jan Flølo, Consul General 
at Royal Norwegian Consulate 
General in Mumbai mentioned 
that Norway has the strength in 
research and the government has 
identified priority areas including 
seas and oceans, climate, 
environment, and clean energy, 
enabling technologies, innovating 

and adaptable industries, and 
world-leading academic groups.

Mr. Sanjeev K Varshney, Head, 
International Cooperation, 
Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Govt. of India 
mentioned that his Ministry is 
working on various programs with 
Norway on a supercomputing 
mission, integrated cyber clinic 
systems and quantum science 
technology.
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75th  Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav:  
Gata Rahe Mera Dil : ‘PHD Utkrishtataa 
Sammaan’ to Bollywood Artists  & 
Journalists

Entertainment, Media, Art and 
Culture

PHD Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry organized Gata 

Rahe Mera Dil- a  Musical Evening 
‘with the theme ‘Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’ commemorating the 
75th year of India’s independence 
and ‘PHD  Utkrishtataa Sammaan’  
on September 17, 2021 at PHD 
House, New Delhi. We followed 
all Covid -19 protocols as advised 
by Delhi govt. during this Gala 
programme.

The occasion was graced by Mr. 
Mukesh Suryan, Mayor- South 
Delhi Municipal Corporation; 
Ms. Rakhee Gupta Bhandari, 
IAS, Resident Commissioner, 
Punjab & Mr. Rahul Bhandari, 
IAS,  Secretary- Water Resources 
& Mission Director, Directorate 
of Ground Water Management 
(Department of Water Resources). 
The video message of Hon’ble 
Minister Sh. Piyush Goyal was also 
shared during the programme, 
where he appreciated PHDCCI for 
organising the Event as he was 
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unable to attend the programme 
due to last minute meetings 
outside Delhi.

Singers- Mr. Sudesh Bhosle, Ms 
Sunali & Mr. Roop Kumar Rathod, 
Mr. Papon , Ms. Shibani Kashyap 
and Mr. Danish Khan were 
felicitated with ‘PHD Utkrishtataa 
Sammaan’.

Though all the singers enthralled 
the audience with their 
performances yet, Sudesh Bhosle, 
considered to be the voice of 
Amitabh Bachchan, started with 
the patriotic songs ‘Kar Chale 
Hum Fida’ and ‘Ae Mere Pyare 
Watan’.., ‘Meri Makhna’.., ‘Shawa 
Shawa’.. ‘Jumma Chumma De 
De’..  Roop Kumar Rathod and 
Sonali Rathod sung in duets, ,... 
‘Tere Liye’... ‘Tujh Mein Rab Dikhta 
Hai...’ and ‘Sandeshe Aate Hain’.... 
Papon’s ‘Moh Moh Ke Dhaage’, 
Naa Aaye ho Naa Aaoge and Kyun 
enthralled the audience. On the 
other hand Shibani Kashyap’s 
Sajna aa bhi jaa’Dum Maaro Dum’, 
‘Yeh Mera Dil’ , Laila mein Laila, 
Ye Mera Dil and Danish’s ‘Jhoom 
Barabar Jhoom’, Jeene Ke Hein 
Chaar Din..’, ‘Rashke Qamar’..., 
‘Mera Piya Ghar’ and ‘Damadum 
Mast Kalandar... well appreciated.

‘PHD Utkrishtataa Sammaan’ 
was also conferred to noted and 
worthy names from the field of 
media like Ms. Veenu Sandhu 

(Business Standard), Ms. Sonal 
Kalra (HT); Mr. Manash Bhuyan 
(PTI) and Ms. Poonam Pandey 
(Navbharat Times).

Officials presents from PHD 
Chamber included Mr. Sanjay 
Aggarwal, President; Mr  Pradeep 
Multani,  Senior Vice President; 
Mr. Saket Dalmia, Vice President 
and Former Presidents - Dr. D.K 
Aggarwal; Mr. Gopal Jiwarajka; 
Mr. Sharad Jaipuria &  Dr. Mahesh 
Gupta.

On this occasion,  Sanjay Aggarwal 
President  and Mukesh Gupta, 
Chairman, Entertainment, Media, 
Art and Culture Committee said 
that PHD Chamber   encourages 
industry and trade as well as art, 

culture and music and organizes a 
grand event every year.

Ms. Nandita Jain, Co-Chairperson- 
Entertainment, Media, Art 
& Culture Committee; Mr. 
Arshad Shawl, Co-Chairman- 
Entertainment, Media, Art & 
Culture Committee; Mr. Rakesh 
Gupta, Chairman- Parliamentary 
Forum;  Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, 
Secretary General and Dr. Yogesh 
Srivastav, Assistant Secretary 
General were also part of the 
programme.

It was telecast live on Youtube , 
Facebook & Sadhna TV and was 
viewed by lacs of music lovers 
across the country.
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Environment
Meeting with Minister of State for 
Consumer Affairs and Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change

A PHD Chamber delegation 
led by Dr J P Gupta, Chair, 

Environment Committee; Mr. 
Vivek Katoch, Co-chair, Direct 
Marketing Committee; Dr J S 
Sharma, Co-chair, Environment 
Committee; Mr. Anukul Agrawal, 
CEO, Vestige India; Mr. Ravi 
Prakash, Manager, Herbalife; 

Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 
General; Mr. Vivek Seigell, 
Assistant Secretary General, and 
Mr. Nasir Jamal, Joint Secretary 
met Mr. Ashwini Kumar Choubey, 
Minister of State for Consumer 
Affairs and Environment, Forest 
& Climate Change on  September 
2, 2021 to apprise him about 

the various initiatives of PHD 
Chamber in the direct selling 
industry and environment issues 
and to invite him for ‘International 
Climate Summit’ and the Webinar 
on ‘Building Skilling Ecosystem 
in Direct Selling Industry: 
Requirements and Roadmap’.

Ecosystem Restoration on the Occasion 
of World Environment Day 2021
PHD Chamber organized 

a webinar on ‘Ecosystem 
Restoration on the occasion 
of World Environment  Day 
2021’ on June 5, 2021. Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber highlighted that 
ecological restoration in areas 
of environmental degradation 
will not only help us reverse 
global biodiversity losses but also 
promote recovery of ecosystem 
services.

Chief Guest, Dr Karen Landmark, 
Director- Business Development 
& Strategy, Greenstat and Chair 
of the Board, Greenstat Asia  
highlighted that ecosystem 
restoration has to be undertaken 
at a massive scale globally 

which means repairing billions 
of hectares of land, an area 
greater than China or the US. She 
emphasized on the need to act 

urgently since the next 10 years 
are important in bending the 
curve on biodiversity loss. 
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INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE SUMMIT 2021

The Environment Committee of 
PHD Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry jointly with Invest 
India and in partnership with NITI 
Aayog, TERI, NEERI, Ministry of 
Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change and with the support of 
several Ministries of Government 
of India and Innovation Norway 
as the country partner organized 
the ‘International Climate Summit 
2021- Powering India’s Hydrogen 
Ecosystem’ at Hotel Taj Palace, 
New Delhi on September 3, 2021.

A comprehensive Knowledge 
Portal on Hydrogen was launched 
by Dr Jitendra Singh, Hon’ble 
Minister of State (IC) of the 
Ministry of Science & Technology. 
A Knowledge Book on ‘Self-
Reliant India – harness the power 
of hydrogen’ was launched by Mr. 
Ashwini Kumar Choubey,  Hon’ble 

Minister of State for Ministry of 
Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change. 

Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi 
in his message stated that energy 
efficiency and energy security are 
pivotal to the nation’s resolve of 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

Dr Jitendra Singh, Hon’ble 
Minister of State (IC) of the 
Ministry of Science & Technology 
stated that the Modi Government 
has accorded highest priority 
to clean and green energy. The 
Minister also mentioned about 
the Hydrogen Mission announced 
by the Prime Minister in his 
Independence Day Speech.

Mr. Ashwini Kumar Choubey, 
Minister of State for Ministry of 
Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change, stressed on the urgency 

to address climate challenges 
through a consolidated approach 
and timely intervention, while 
emphasizing on shifting to cleaner 
options like green hydrogen as 
a potential energy source for a 
more sustainable future. 

Ms. Tina Bru, Minister of 
Petroleum and Energy, Govt. of 
Norway said that green hydrogen 
has the potential to realise low 
to zero emission solutions in 
the transportation, industry and 
shipping sectors, thus opening up 
new opportunities.

Mr. Mukesh Dhirubhai Ambani, 
Chairman & MD, Reliance 
Industries Limited reiterated 
his commitment to invest Rs 
75,000 crore over the next three 
years in green energy initiatives, 
including the Dhirubhai Ambani 
Green Energy Giga Complex in 
Jamnagar.
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Ecologizing Economy: A Compelling 
Shift Towards Green Growth And 
Long-Term Sustainability

The PHD Chamber organized 
a webinar on “Ecologizing 

Economy: A compelling shift 
towards green growth and long-
term sustainability” with Prof. C K 
Varshney, Former Dean, School of 
Environmental Sciences, JNU on 
December 22, 2020.

Prof. C K Varshney, Former Dean, 
School of Environmental Sciences, 
JNU, Professor Emeritus, JNU 
and Distinguished Adjunct 
Professor Asian Institute of 
Technology, Bangkok emphasized 
that industrialization is not only 
creating employment but is also 
taking a toll on the environment. 
He mentioned how green growth 
has emerged as a dominant policy 

response to climate change and 
ecological breakdown. The focus 
of green growth strategies is 
to ensure that natural assets 
can deliver their full economic 

potential. He also added that 
Companies should spend a 
substantial amount on CSR to 
protect the environment.

Interactive Session with Member 
Secretary, Central Pollution Control 
Board

The PHD Chamber organized 
an interactive session with 

Dr Prashant Gargava, Member 
Secretary, Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB) on January 
30, 2021. 

Dr Gargava focused on key 
interventions in Delhi NCR Air 
Quality where he mentioned that 
extensive monitoring is being 
done regularly. He suggested 
ways to control industrial 
pollution by setting emission and 
effluent norms, regular online 
monitoring of industries and 
categorization of industries based 
on pollution potential. Dr Gargava 
also mentioned that Special 
Intervention for COVID-19 should 

be done for proper Biomedical 
Waste Management for which 
‘COVID-19 BWM’ App has been 
developed for tracking of 
COVID-19 waste from generation 
to disposal.

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior 
Vice President, PHD Chamber 
requested CPCB to categorize 
the Ayurveda and Homeopathy 
Industry in the Green Category.



89

 116th Annual Report 2020-21

Air Quality Of Delhi NCR And 
Development Of Air Quality Standards

PHD Chamber organized an 
interactive video conference 

on ‘Air Quality of Delhi NCR and 
Development of Air Quality 
Standards’ with Dr Rakesh Kumar, 
Director, National Environmental 
Engineering Research Institute 
(NEERI) on December 1, 2020.

Dr Rakesh Kumar mentioned that 
road and construction dust are 
the dominant sources of PM10 
in Delhi which can be controlled 
by a combination approach 
that consists of mechanical 
and sprinkling mixed with dust 
suppressants. 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber suggested that 

industries and plants should 
adopt renewable sources of 
energy like wind, solar, hydro, 

etc. and reduce the usage of non-
renewable sources of energy.
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Foreign Trade & Investment

Recent Policy Initiatives of DGFT

Meeting with Union Commerce and 
Industry Minister 

The Foreign Trade & Investment 
Committee of PHD Chamber 

organized a virtual interaction on 
Recent Policy Initiatives by DGFT 
on May 14, 2021.

Mr. Amit Yadav, IAS, Director 
General, Directorate General of 
Foreign Trade (DGFT) informed 
that the government has set up 

PHD Chamber participated 
in a meeting chaired by Mr. 

Piyush Goyal, Union Minister 
for Commerce and Industry 
on August 23, 2021 at Hotel 
Ashoka, New Delhi to discuss 
the measures to enhance and 
increase exports. Ms. Anupriya 
Patel, Union Minister of State for 
Health and Mr. SomPrakash, Union 
Minister of State for Commerce 

a dedicated COVID- 19 helpline 
to resolve the issues faced 
by the exporters pertaining 
to international trade such as 
custom clearance delays and 
banking issues. 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber, suggested 
the simplification of Advance 

and Industry also participated in 
the meeting.

PHD Chamber was represented by 
Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President; 
Mr. Saket Dalmia, Vice President, 
and Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 
General.Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal 
highlighted the vital points for 
the enhancement of exports. He 
mentioned that the RoSCTL, PLI 
scheme, and RoDTEP schemes are 

Authorization Scheme to help 
exporters who struggle to get the 
issuance and redemption. He also 
requested for a ZERO Period from 
March 2020-September 2021 for 
Export Obligation purposes for 
both Duty Exemption and EPCG 
Schemes because this period has 
been practically a washout for the 
MSMEs.

effective government initiatives 
to encourage exports. President 
Aggarwal stated that a one-size-
fits-all policy will not be effective 
for boosting India’s exports. He 
suggested that to sustain a long-
term export growth, a sector-
specific strategy will be more 
effective. The NTBs, Quality 
control, and safeguard measures 
should be sector-specific as the 
need of every industry is different.
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Workshop on Exploring Export 
Opportunities: Ways to Achieve USD 400 
Billion Exports Target in FY 2021-22

The Foreign Trade and 
Investment Committee of 

PHD Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (PHDCCI) organized a 
workshop on “Exploring export 
opportunities: Ways to achieve 
USD 400 billion exports Target 
in FY 2021-22” on  September 9, 
2021.

Ms. Sumita Dawra, Additional 
Secretary, DPIIT, Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India, mentioned 
that the quality and the global 
standards will help India to jump 
off into the world market. The 
use of technologies in India’s 
products and right perception 
of the country’s ecosystem can 

attract more investments, she 
added.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber, underlined that the 
policy makers should now focus 
more on making global value 
chains more open and rhetoric 
about reshoring production 
possibilities.
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Health

Digital Health: The Future, Series III on 
Mobile Digital Health Devices

PHDCCI organized a webinar on 
“Digital Health: The Future, 

Series III on Mobile Digital Health 
Devices: The COVID-19 Pandemic 
Impact and Mobile Digital Health 
Roadmap” on November 11, 2020. 
Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 
President, PHDCCI stated that 
lack of standards and regulations, 
limited guidance from physicians 
in selecting healthcare apps, 
and resistance from traditional 
healthcare providers are some 
of the key factors restraining the 
growth of the market.

The esteemed panelists were 
Dr N. Subramanian, Chairman, 
Health Committee, PHDCCI 
& Director, Medical Services, 
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals; 

Mr. Levi Shapiro, Founder, Health 
Israel; Dr Jitendar Sharma, 
Managing Director, AMTZ; Dr 
Deep Goel, Senior Director, Dr. B 
L Kapur Memorial Hospital and Dr 

Harvinder Popli, Co-chair, Health 
Committee, PHDCCI & Director, 
School of Pharmaceutical Science, 
DPSRU.

Innovation & Incentivisation of 
Indigenous MedTech Manufacturing

The Health Committee of 
PHDCCI in association with the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, 
organized the second series 
of Self-Sufficiency in Medical 
Technology on ‘Innovation & 
Incentivisation of Indigenous 
MedTech Manufacturing’ on 
January 15, 2021.

Guest of Honour, Dr S. Eswara 
Reddy, Joint Drugs Controller 
General of India, CDSCO said that 
the Government provides many 
schemes to promote innovation 
and pooling of R & D funds which 
are offered by various ministries 
and which could significantly 
give an impetus to the Medtech 
ecosystem.

Mr. Multani, Senior Vice 
President, PHDCCI stated that 
to foster any medical device 

innovation, we need market push 
and technology generators such 
as trained manpower to generate 
ideas; funding opportunities for 
nurturing the idea; intellectual 

property (IP) protection; 
infrastructure to seed the IP or 
technology into a company setup 
and tax incentives policies for 
ease of doing business.
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Healthconomics Joint Stakeholders 
Roundtable of India, UK & Kenya on The 
Emerging  Need of Skilled Workforce 
During Pandemics
The Health Committee of PHDCCI 
with the support of NHS our 
Concern, UK & BAPIO Training 
Academy organized a second 
roundtable of Healthconomics 
symposium with Stakeholders 
from India, UK & Kenya on 
the Emerging need of Skilled 
Workforce during Pandemics on 
December 18, 2020.

Guest of Honour, His Excellency, 
Dr Virander Paul, High 
Commissioner of India to Kenya 
underlined the importance of 
innovation and research for what 
is required and how we achieve. 
He also mentioned that there is a 
huge potential of complementary 
system (AYUSH system) of 
medicine in India which needs 

to be optimally utilized while 
exploring the underutilized and 

unutilized resources with proper 
training.

Importance of Tika Utsav- COVID 
Vaccination

The Health Committee 
and Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturing & Medical Devices 
Committee, PHDCCI organized 
an awareness webinar on 
“Importance of Tika Utsav- COVID 
Vaccination ” virtually on April 16, 
2021.

Dr D C Katoch, Chief Medical 
Officer, CGHS, Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare emphasized that 
along with the vaccination, people 
need to take Ayurvedic medicines 
and be educated about the 
AYUSH and Ayurveda medicines 
which can help to strengthen the 
immunity to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19.

Dr G C Khilnani, Chairman, PSRI 
Institute of Pulmonary, Critical 
Care & Sleep Medicine mentioned 
that we need different varieties 

of vaccines in India to fight this 
disease.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, President, 
PHD Chamber pledged that PHD 
Chamber stands by the vision 
of our Hon’ble Prime Minister 
to inoculate maximum eligible 

people with COVID Vaccine 
throughout the country and are 
spreading the awareness across 
all the states through its members 
and State Chapters for the Tika 
Utsav.
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Development of National Medical 
Technology Roadmap

The Health Committee, of 
PHDCCI in association with the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 
initiated a web-series on Self-
Sufficiency (Atmanirbhar Bharat) 
in Medical Technology and as a 
part of that, the first webinar 
was organized on ‘Development 
of National Medical Technology 
Roadmap’ on December 22, 2020.

Chief Guest, Dr V G Somani, Drugs 
Controller General of India said, 
babysteps need to be taken for 
harmonizing the international 
regulatory standards for medical 
devices. 

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior Vice 
President, PHDCCI stated that 
while healthcare infrastructure 
and indigenous medical device 
manufacturing are the focus 
areas, the medical device sector 
in India needs focus and policy 
interventions need to happen to 
achieve self-sufficiency.

A PHDCCI delegation led by 
Mr. Pradeep Multani, Senior 

Vice President and comprising of 
Mr. Bhargav Kotadia , Co-chair, 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 
and Medical Devices Committee; 
Dr Sameer Gupta, Co-chair, Health 
Committee; Mr. Vivek Seigell , 
Assistant Secretary General and 
Dr Ravi Rathod, Deputy Secretary 
met Ms. S. Aparna, Secretary, 
Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 
on February 9, 2021 at New 
Delhi. Mr. Pradeep Multani 
invited her for a special address 

Meeting With Secretary, Department 
of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of 
Chemicals & Fertilizers

in the inaugural session of International Health & Wellness Expo & 
Conferences.
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The 2nd Edition of International 
(Virtual):  Health & Wellness Expo & 
Conference 2021

The 2nd edition of International 
(Virtual) Health & Wellness 

Expo & Conference 2021 
organized by Health & AYUSH 
Committee, PHDCCI was 
inaugurated on March 18, 2021.

The special guests for the virtual 
inaugural session included H.E. 
Mr. Ung Sean, Ambassador, 
Royal Embassy of Cambodia; H.E. 
Mr. Bounneme Chouanghom, 
Ambassador, Embassy of the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic; 
H.E. Dr Ahmed A. R Albanna, 
Ambassador, Embassy of the 
United Arab Emirates; Ms. Rony 
Yedidiya-Clein, Deputy Chief of 
Mission, Embassy of Israel in India 
and Dr Do Than hHai, Deputy 
Chief of Mission, Embassy of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Challenges Faced by Seniors in India: 
Solutions and Way Ahead

The Health Committee of PHD 
Chamber organized a webinar 

on ‘Challenges faced by Seniors in 
India: Solutions and Way Ahead’ 
on June 23, 2021.

Dr Gowri N. Sengupta, Assistant 
Director General (Geriatric 
Health), Directorate General of 
Health Services, Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare detailed on the 
National policy on older persons 
which seeks to assure their 
concerns are national concerns 
and they will not live unprotected, 
ignored or marginalized and they 
can live to the last phase of their 
life with purpose, dignity and 
peace. Dr Sengupta explained 
about the concept of Healthy 
Ageing and mentioned that there 

are lots of opportunities to keep 
good health while ageing and add 
years to life. She focused on the 

need of decade of healthy ageing 
(2020- 2030) to shift ageing from 
challenges to opportunity. 


























































































































































































































