
 

 
Decisions taken by the Union Cabinet 

 
 Cabinet approves Promulgation of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) 

Ordinance, 2019 
 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved a proposal to 
promulgate an Ordinance to amend the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016. The 
Amendment will remove certain ambiguities in the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 and 
ensure smooth implementation of the Code. 
 
Under the Amendments, the liability of a corporate debtor for an offence committed prior to 
the commencement of the corporate insolvency resolution process shall cease, and the 
corporate debtor shall not be prosecuted for such an offence from the date the resolution plan 
has been approved by the Adjudicating Authority, if the resolution plan results in the change in 
the management or control of the corporate debtor to a person who was not: 
 
 A promoter or in the management or control of the corporate debtor or a related party of 

such a person 
  
 A person with regard to whom the relevant investigating authority has, on the basis of 

material in its possession, reason to believe that he had abetted or conspired for the 
commission of the offence, and has submitted or filed a report or a complaint to the 
relevant statutory authority or Court. 

 



 Cabinet approves Strategic Tunnel under Rohtang Pass to be renamed after former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

 
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has decided to honour the 
contribution of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee by naming the Strategic Tunnel 
under Rohtang Pass after him on December 25, 2019, which happens to be his birthday. The 
8.8-kilometre long tunnel is the world's longest tunnel above an altitude of 3,000 metres. It will 
reduce the distance between Manali and Leh by 46 kilometres and save crores of rupees in 
transport costs. It is a 10.5-metre wide single tube bi-lane tunnel with a fire proof emergency 
egress tunnel built into the main tunnel itself. 

 
The tunnel is now nearing completion and is a step in the direction of providing all weather 
connectivity to remote border areas of Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh which otherwise 
remained cut off from the rest of the country for about six months during winters. 
 
 Cabinet approves ex-post facto agreement on Security Cooperation between India and 

Saudi Arabia 
 
The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given ex-post facto 
approval on an Agreement on Security Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of 
India and the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that was signed on 29th October, 
2019 during the visit of Hon'ble Prime Minister to Saudi Arabia. 
 
The Agreement aims to improve the effectiveness of both countries in the prevention and 
suppression of crimes including crime relating to terrorism and its financing and organized 
crime and to establish a framework for enhancing cooperation between the officials of 
intelligence and law-enforcement agencies of the two countries, in line with national and 
international obligations. 
 
 Cabinet approves MoU between India and Bangladesh on cooperation in Youth matters 



 
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi was apprised of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Bangladesh on cooperation in Youth 
matters.  The MoU was signed on 5th October, 2019 at New Delhi. 
 
Exchange programmes in the field of Youth Affairs between India and Bangladesh will help in 
promoting exchange of ideas, values and culture amongst Youth and in consolidating friendly 
relations.  It will help in developing international perspective among the Youth and expanding 
their knowledge and expertise in the areas of youth affairs. 
 
 Cabinet approves ex-post facto the agreement between India and Uzbekistan on 

Cooperation in the field of Combating Transnational Organized Crime and International 
Terrorism 

 
 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given ex-post facto 
approval on an Agreement between the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Republic of India and 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Cooperation in the field of 
Combating Transnational Organized Crime and International Terrorism, that was signed by 
Union Home Minister and the Minister of Internal Affairs, Republic of Uzbekistan at New Delhi 
on 20th November, 2019 during the visit of Hon'ble Minister of Internal Affairs of Republic of 
Uzbekistan to India. 
 
The agreement aims to improve the effectiveness of both countries in prevention and 
suppression of crimes including crime relating to terrorism and its financing, organized crime 
and to establish a framework for enhancing cooperation between the officials of intelligence 
and law-enforcement agencies of the two countries, in line with domestic laws and 
international obligations. 
 
 Cabinet grants ex-post facto approval to Agreement between India and Sweden on 

Recognition of Seafarer Certificates 



 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-post facto 
approval for the Agreement between India and Sweden on Recognition of Seafarer Certificates, 
pursuant to Regulation I/10 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watch-Keeping for seafarers, 1978. The Agreement will be beneficial to both 
the countries as Sweden is a ship owning nation while India is a net seafarers supplying nation.  
 
The Agreement will pave the way for recognition of maritime education and training, 
certificates of competency, endorsements, training and documentary evidence and medical 
fitness certificates for seafarers issued by the Government of both the countries, in accordance 
with the provision of regulation 1/10 of the STCW Convention, and cooperation between the 
two countries in the training certification and management of seafarers. 
 
 Cabinet approves MoU between India and Saudi Arabia for cooperation in the field of 

Renewable Energy 
 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy of the 
Government of India and the Ministry of Energy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for cooperation 
in the field of Renewable Energy. This was signed on 29th October, 2019 in Riyadh. 
  
Objectives  
 
 Upgrading the level of technologies and their applications in the field of renewable energy. 
 Contributing to the field of renewable energy to raise its efficiency in the national energy 

combination in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
 Developing the Renewable energy projects in Solar, Wind, Biogas, Geothermal and other 

fields of renewable energy. 
 Development and localization of value chain in the field of renewable energy. 
 Developing and boosting uses of solar energy small applications for buildings, homes and 



others. 
 
 Cabinet approves ratification of the Tenth Additional Protocol to the Constitution of the 

Universal Postal Union (UPU) signed at 2nd Extraordinary Congress of the UPU 
 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi gave its approval to the 
ratification of the Tenth Additional Protocol to the Constitution of the Universal Postal Union 
(UPU) adopted by 2nd Extraordinary Congress of the Union held at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 
3rd to 7th September, 2018. 
 
The approval enables the Postal Administration of India to have the Instrument of Ratification 
signed by the Hon’ble President of India and have the same deposited with the Director General 
of the International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union through diplomatic channels along 
with approval of other Acts of the Union. It will also enable the Department of Posts to bring 
out any administrative orders to implement the provisions of the UPU Convention in India. 
 
 Cabinet approves Signing of MoU between India and Brazil on Bioenergy Cooperation 
 
The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has given its approval for 
signing of Memorandum of Understanding between the Republic of India and the Federative 
Republic of Brazil on Bioenergy Cooperation.  
 
Background  
 
India and Brazil are major consumers of energy in the world and Brazil is one of the most 
important trading partners of India in the entire LAC (Latin America and Caribbean) region. 
Brazil is currently the world's second largest producer and consumer of biofuels and biofuels 
and bioelectricity accounted for 18% of Brazil's energy mix. India also has a strong focus in the 
area of bio-fuels and has set a target to achieve 20% blending of ethanol in petrol and 5% 
blending of biodiesel in diesel by 2030 with the announcement of new policy on Biofuels in 



2018. 
 
Benefits  
 
The MoU provides a framework to cooperate and promote investment in biofuel, bioelectricity 
and biogas supply-chains, including feedstock, industrial conversion, distribution and end use 
sectors. Few other salient features of the MoU include Exchange of information on agricultural 
practices and policies regarding biomass for bioenergy, including sugarcane, corn, rice, oil-crops, 
and lignocellulosic crops; policies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions levels based on the use 
of biofuels, using cycle analysis and the issuance of emissions reduction certificates traded in an 
organized market; trade aspects and the promotion of a joint position to address market access 
and sustainability of biofuels, including advanced biofuels; Engine and fuel modifications/ 
adjustments that may be necessary for different percentages of biofuels blended with fossil 
fuels. 
 
 Cabinet approves Atal Bhujal Yojana 
 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for 
the implementation of the Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATAL JAL), a Central Sector Scheme with a total 
outlay of Rs.6000 crore to be implemented over a period of 5 years (2020-21 to 2024-25). 
 
The scheme aims to improve ground water management through community participation in 
identified priority areas in seven States, viz. Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. Implementation of the scheme is expected to 
benefit nearly 8350 Gram Panchayats in 78 districts in these States. ATAL JAL will promote 
panchayat led ground water management and behavioural change with primary focus on 
demand side management.  
 
ATAL JAL has two major components:     
        



 Institutional Strengthening and Capacity Building Component for strengthening 
institutional arrangements for sustainable ground water management in the States 
including improving monitoring networks, capacity building, strengthening of Water User 
Associations, etc. 

 Incentive Component for incentivising the States for achievements in improved 
groundwater management practices namely, data dissemination, preparation of water 
security plans, implementation of management interventions through convergence of 
ongoing schemes, adopting demand side management practices etc. 

 
 Cabinet approves funds to the tune of Rs. 627.40 crore for 10 projects sanctioned during 

2018-19 in Swadesh Darshan Scheme 
 
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval to release 
funds to the tune of Rs. 627.40 crore for the 10 projects sanctioned during 2018-19 and 
additional Rs. 1854.67 crore for sanctioning of new projects during 2019-20 in Swadesh Darshan 
Scheme. 
 
Under Swadesh Darshan Scheme, Ministry of Tourism is developing critical tourism 
infrastructure in the country in a sustainable and inclusive manner to make India, a world class 
tourist destination. Thus, the provision of this critical infrastructure will catalyse the private 
sector investment in revenue generating projects which in turn would lead to positive 
enhancement of overall experience to the tourist resulting into increased footfalls in the areas, 
growth of revenue and employment. 
 
 Cabinet approves conduct of Census of India 2021 and updation of National Population 

Register 
 

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the 
proposal for conducting Census of India 2021 at a cost of Rs. 8,754.23 crore and updation of 
National Population Register (NPR) at a cost of Rs. 3,941.35 crore. 



 
Beneficiaries: 
 
Census of India will cover the entire population in the country while NPR will also cover all the 
population except in the state of Assam. 
 
Details  
 
 The Indian Census is largest administrative and statistical exercise in the world. The next 

decennial Census is due in 2021 and would be conducted in two phases: 
- House listing and Housing Census - April to September, 2020 and 
- Population Enumeration - 9th February to 28th February, 2021. 
 

The National Population Register (NPR) will also be updated along with House listing and 
Housing Census except in Assam. 
 

 30 lakh field functionaries will complete this gigantic exercise of national importance, up 
from 28 lakh in 2011. 

 Use of mobile app for data collection and the Central portal for monitoring purpose will 
ensure early release of Census data with improved quality. 

 Data dissemination will be much better and in a user friendly way so that all the queries 
on required parameters for policy making will be made available on the click of a button. 

 Census-as-a-service (CaaS) will deliver on-demand data to ministries in a clean, machine-
readable and actionable format. 

 
 Cabinet approves transformational Organisational Restructuring of Indian Railways 
 
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved a transformational 
organisational restructuring of the Indian Railways. This historic reform will go a long way in 
achieving Government’s vision of making Indian Railways the growth engine of India's vikas 



yatra.\ 
 
The reforms include –  
 

- Unification of the existing eight Group A services of the Railways into a Central Service 
called Indian Railway Management Service (/RMS). 

- Re-organisation of Railway Board on functional lines headed by CRB with four Members 
and some Independent Members. 

- The existing service of Indian Railway Medical Service (IRMS) to be consequently 
renamed as Indian Railway Health Service (IRHS). 

 
 Cabinet approves official amendments to the Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019 
 
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given ex-post facto approval 
for official amendments to the Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019 moved and passed by the Lok 
Sabha on December 9th, 2019. 
 
Benefits 
 
It shall deter the potential perpetrators from indulging in illegal arms and ammunition trade and 
its manufacturing, stream line licensing provisions, better address the present day security 
needs and effectively deal with the incidents and proliferation and trade of illicit arms and 
ammunition.  At the same time, it will facilitate law abiding licence holders of arms by 
increasing the duration of arms licence. 
 
The approved amendments to the Arms Act are a step forward in providing licence in electronic 
form longer validity period of licenses and stricter regulatory mechanism to check illegal 
possession arms by proposing stricter punishment provisions. 
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