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monitoring committee may be 
treated as withdrawn 

Shri Hardeep Singh Puri 
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41 Repealing the Introduction of 
Franchisee Fee in Draft Excise 
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The Director Industries & Commerce 
(Kashmir)  
UT Jammu & Kashmir Government  
Sanatghar Bemina Srinagar 
 

34 Applicability of Section 21(5) of the 
MMDR Act 

Shri Prahlad Joshi 
Hon’ble Minister of Mines  
Ministry of Mines  
Shastri Bhawan 
 

33 Notices issued on directions of the 
monitoring committee may be 
treated as withdrawn 

Shri Dharmendra, IAS 
Chairman 
New Delhi Muncipal Corporation 
New Delhi 
 

32 Ease of doing business in NCT of 
Delhi 

Shri Gyanesh Bharti, IAS 
Commissioner  
North Delhi Muncipal Corporation 

31 Request to extend the timeline for 
filing GSTR-9 & 9C for the Financial 
Year 2019-20 till 31.03.2021 

 

30 Proposal for finance payout/ 
Dealers Reserve System for 
Automobile sector 

Mr. Rajesh Kumar Chhibber 
Chairman & Managing Director 
J&K Bank Ltd 

29 Waiver of interest u/s 234c for non 
payment/short payment of 
advance tax 

Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 
Department of Revenue 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 

28 Request to categorize the ayurvedic 
medicines industry under Green 
Category 

Shri Arvind Kejriwal 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi 
Delhi Secretariat, I P Estate 
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filing revised return of income for 
the year ended 31.03.2019 up to 
31.03.2021 as a last chance 

Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 
Department of Revenue 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
 

26 Ease of Doing Business in NCT of 
Delhi 
 
 
 
 

Shri Arvind Kejriwal 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi 
Delhi Secretariat, I P Estate 
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Deeds/Sale Deeds in the State of 
Delhi 

Shri Arvind Kejriwal 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi 
Delhi Secretariat, I P Estate 
 

24 Ease of Doing Business in NDMC 
Area 

Shri Dharmendra, IAS 
Chairman 
New Delhi Municipal Council 
Palika Kendra, Parliament Street, New 
Delhi 

23 Urgent Need for the CBDT to issue 
clarification regarding the manner 
of determination of residential 
status during FY 2020-21 

Shri Pramod Chandra Mody, IRS 
Chairman, 
Central Board of Direct Taxes  
New Delhi 

22 Representation to EASE the process 
to buy land for AYUSH medicinal 
plants cultivation 

Shri Trivendra Singh Rawat  
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttarakhand 

21 Ease of Doing Business in NCT of 
Delhi 

Shri Arvind Kejriwal 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi 
Delhi Secretariat, I P Estate 
 

20 Representation to categorize the 
Biscuit Industry under the Green 
Category 

Dr. Prashant Gargava  
Member Secretary, 
Central Pollution Control Board 

19 Suggestions for the upcoming 
Specialty Steel PLI Scheme 

Smt. Rasika Chaube, IDAS 
Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Steel 
 

18 Request for clarification on the 
gambit and expanse of illegal 
mining 

Shri Pralhad Joshi 
Hon’ble Union Minister of Coal, Mines 
& Parliamentary Affairs 
Shastri Bhawan 

17 Clarification pertaining to Section 
21(5) of the MMDR Act pertaining 
to illegal 

Ms Geeta Menon, IA& AS 

Joint Secretary 

Ministry of Environment Forest and 

Climate Change 

Government of India 

16 Exemption on electricity duty 
payable on the consumption of 
captive solar energy generated 
should be further extended beyond 
31 March 2020. 

Shri Dinesh Kumar, IAS 
Principal Secretary 
Energy Department 
Government of Rajasthan 
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Chairman 
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14 Request for necessary 
Amendments in Section 212 of the 
Companies Act, 2013 

Smt Nirmala Sitharaman 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance & 
Corporate Affairs 
Government of India 

13 Extension and implementation of 
Sabka Vishwas Legacy Dispute 
Resolution Scheme-2019 to the UT 
of J&K viz-a-viz the exemptions 
under Notification No 56/2002/-CE 
Dt:13-11-2002 

Hon’ble, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur Ji 
Minister of State Finance and Corporate 
Affairs. 
Ministry Of Finance Government of India 

12 Extending the renewal date of 
Driving Licences notification to 30th 
June 2021 for Senior Citizens 

Shri Giridhar Aramane, IAS Secretary 
Ministry of Road Transportation & 
Highways Transport Bhawan New Delhi 

 
11 Request to extend the due date for 

Filing Declaration under Vivad se 
Vishwas Scheme for all the 
Taxpayer’s till 31 March 2021 

Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 
Department of Revenue 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
 

10 Request for additional extension of 
two  Months for holding Annual 
General Meeting under the 
Companies Act, 2013 for financial 
year ended 31.03.2020 

Smt Nirmala Sitharaman 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance & 
Corporate Affairs 
Government of India 

9 Clarification pertaining to Section 
21(5) of the MMDR Act pertaining 
to illegal mining 

Shri Anil Kumar Jain, IAS 
Secretary 
Ministry of Mines, 
Shastri Bhawan 
New Delhi. 
 

8 Requesting clarification on EC 
conditions pertaining to Mining 
leases 

Shri Rameshwar Prasad Gupta, IAS 
Secretary 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change New Delhi 
 

7 PHDCCI Suggestions on Faceless 
Assessment 

Shri M. Ajit Kumar  
Chairman 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs  
Ministry of Finance 

6 GST 18% applied to Services 
provided to Foreign Clients within 
FYWZ 

Shri M. Ajit Kumar  
Chairman 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs  
Ministry of Finance 
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5 Request to extend the timelines of 
implementation of e-invoicing for 
taxpayers having aggregate 
turnover more than INR 100 Crore 

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman 
Hon’ble Finance  
Minister of India 
Ministry of Finance 
 

4 Representation in wake of banning 
DG sets in Delhi-NCR for the 
Industry 
 

Dr. BhureLal 
Chairman, Environment Pollution 
(Prevention & Control) Authority 

3 Comments on Steel and Steel 
Products (Quality Control Order 
dated 17thJuly, 2020) 

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon'ble 
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
and Minister of Steel 
Ministry of Steel 

2 Request for Giving Preference to 
Rajasthan based HDPE pipe 
manufacturing units in “Jal Jeevan 
Mission” project in Rajasthan 
 

Shri Ashok Gehlot Ji,  
Hon’ble Chief Minister,  
Government of Rajasthan 

1 Electricity Duty on Solar Power for 
Captive Use (Exemption)  

Shri Ajitabh Sharma,  
IAS Principal Secretary  
Energy Department Government of 
Rajasthan 
Jaipur 
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137. Suggestions on Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Act, 2020 (6th August 
2021) 

 

6th August 2021 

Respected Shri Piyush Goyal ji, 

Greetings from PHD Chamber! 

Sub: Suggestions on Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Act, 2020 

 

Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Act, 2020 provides for 75% reservation to 

local candidates in private sector jobs in the state that offer gross salary not more than Rs 

50,000/- (Rupees Fifty Thousand Only) per month. The persons to be eligible for reservation 

under this Act needs to be domiciled in the State.  

It is necessary and imperative for the holistic and overall development of the State that the 

interest of all stakeholders is taken into consideration for the implementation of the Act. To  

ensure the above, necessary and important amendments and changes be made in the 

specific provisions of the Act or exemptions and relaxations be built into the Rules, which are 

yet to be framed.  

In reference to your email dated 6th July 2021, regarding Summary of Discussion for CIM 

interaction with Industry on 22-06-2021 regarding Haryana State Employment of Local 

Candidates Act 2020 (enclosed), the following suggestions have been gathered from our 

various interactions with the members who have their industrial plants in Haryana, which 

need to be addressed for the overall interest of the trade and industry: 

 Gross monthly salary: the expression monthly salary should be interpreted in 
line with the current industry practice and should also include all elements which 
constitute payment made by the company commonly known as “cost to the 
company”. All incentives, bonuses, perks or any other outgoings should form 
part of the gross salary. 

 Limit of Rs 50,000/-: the limit of Rs 50,000/- is exorbitantly high limit. It is 
suggested that the limit should be reduced to Rs 15,000/-.  

 The threshold limit for hiring local employees should be reduced from 75% to 
25%. 

 Domicile: the expression domicile should be defined for the purpose of this Act 
to mean and include person who have been living or working for gain in the 
state of Haryana for the last three years and a restricted and meaningful 
definition should be made for the purpose of this Act. 
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 The maximum education qualification criteria eligible for new hiring from the 
State local candidates under “Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates 
Act, 2020” should be 12th class. Thereafter, for higher  education of more than 
12th class, the Act should not be applicable.    

 This Act should apply only to new vacancies and not to the existing employees. 
Change of job from one company to another or transfer within the company 
should be outside the purview of this Act. 

 Renewal of contracts of contractual employees should be outside the purview of 
this Act. 

 Activity based exemptions: there should be an exemption for highly skilled, 
super specialized and technical jobs (data analyst, accounting, engineering, 
software developers, medical, para medical, diagnostic and lab technicians, 
plumbers , etc.) 

 Industry based exemptions: IT, ITeS, Telecommunication, Software, Banking, 
Insurance, Finance, Export Oriented Units Garment Manufacturers, Automobile 
Industries and Special Economic Zones, Software Technology Parks 
Information an Technology Parks, etc. should be exempted from the purview of 
the Act. 

 Special Economic Zones, Software Technology Parks, Information and 
Technology Parks should be exempted from the purview of this Act. 

 All infrastructure, construction and development projects having an investment 
of more than Rs 100 crores should be exempted from the purview  of this Act. 

 

With best regards, 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 Sanjay Aggarwal 
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136. Dharuhera, District - Rewari(Haryana) - Regarding Provision of Basic Adequate 
Facilities in the Dharuhera Industrial Area (30th July) 
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135. Dharuhera, District - Rewari(Haryana) - Regarding Provision of Basic Adequate 
Facilities in the Dharuhera Industrial Area (30th July)  
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134. GST Reduction from 18% to 5% on “Outdoor Media & Events (29th July)  
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133. Representation: Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) - Inclusion of 
unbanked MSMEs in the eligibility criteria (29th July) 
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27 

 

132. Representation on Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) - Inclusion of 
unbanked MSMEs in the eligibility criteria (29th July) 
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131. PHD Representation: Perquisite Valuation in respect of company owned 
accommodation provided to employees (28th July)  

 
Shri Jagannath Bidyadhar Mohapatra 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 
Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
  
Respected Sir, 
  
Greetings! 
 
Perquisite Valuation in respect of company owned accommodation provided to employees 
 
We wish to bring to your kind attention issues with respect to determination of perquisite 
value in respect of company owned accommodation faced by assessees. 
 
As per Section 17(2) of the Income Tax Act, 1961, “Perquisite” includes value of rent-free 
accommodation provided to an assessee by his employer. The methodology for computing 
the perquisite value as stipulated in the Act is tabulated below: 
 

 
 
‘Salary’ for the above purpose includes: Pay, Allowances, Bonus or Commission or any other 
monetary payment but does not include DA, Employer’s contribution to PF, allowances 
exempt from tax and value of perquisites. 
 
Issues 
 
The aforementioned method of determination of perquisite value in respect of company 
owned accommodation suffers from various inequities, as summarised below: 
 
i. Firstly, the perquisite value and the consequent tax implication on a company owned 
accommodation is significantly more than on an accommodation taken on lease by an 
Employer. This could be best illustrated by way of an example as below: 
 
Let us assume that an Employer owns a Flat in a residential complex in Mumbai which is 
offered to one of its employees (say ‘X’); let us also assume, the Employer takes on lease 
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another but a similar flat in the same residential complex at a rental of, say, Rs.25,000/- per 
month and offers it to one other  
employee (say ‘Y’). Then, the perquisite value of the accommodation provided to X and Y 
would be computed as below: 
 

 
 
It could be observed from the above table that the tax impact on the X staying in a company 
owned accommodation is much higher than Y staying on a company leased accommodation. 
 
ii. Secondly, when the salary of employees increases (considering inflation, 
performance of the company, employee etc.), in respect of the employee staying in the 
same company owned flat, the perquisite value and related tax implication will be much 
more as compared to the other employee staying in the accommodation taken on lease by 
the Employer – see illustration below: 
 

 
As can be seen above, with passage of time where the salary of employees is likely to 
increase, the tax implication on X staying in company owned accommodation will be 
significantly adverse despite X continuing to stay in the same flat. Whereas in case of Y 
where the accommodation is taken on lease by the Employer, then perquisite value is fair 
and stable since it is linked to the lease rental value. 
 
iii. Further, for a similar company owned accommodation, employees with different 
salaries will have different perquisite value. To illustrate, assuming the Employer owns 2 
similar flats in a residential complex offered to two of its employees, the tax implication 
would be adverse for the employee whose salary is more than the other one – i.e. Rs.3.35 
lakhs vs Rs.2.47 lakhs. 
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iv. It is to be noted that, irrespective of the size or quality of company owned 
accommodation, the perquisite value and the consequent tax implication on the employees 
would be significantly different since under the present law, it is getting determined as a 
percentage of salary, without any correlation to the fair rental value of the said 
accommodation. 
 
Implications 
 
i. Retention of skilled manpower is a critical requirement for a company to be 
successful on a sustainable basis. One of the motivating tools adopted by corporates is to 
provide a good quality residential accommodation (typically owned & maintained by 
corporates) and related facilities to its employees & their families. However, the perquisite 
valuation methodology currently prescribed under the Income Tax Act acts as a deterrent to 
employees from willing to accept and stay in company owned accommodation. 
 
As stated above, the recently introduced higher rates of surcharge has resulted in  a peak 
personal tax rate of 42.74% (i.e. base rate + surcharge + cess), which has  the significantly 
increased the tax outflow senior / skilled employees, further  compounding the problem of 
motivation/retention of senior management by an  Organization. 
 
ii. The aforesaid inequitable treatment also discourages corporates from investing in 
infrastructure, including residential projects, across the country. At a time when the 
economy needs investments, it is submitted that the Govt. amends the perquisite valuation 
methodology for company owned accommodation such that corporates are incentivized to 
invest in the real estate sector (which is also a high employment intensive sector of the 
economy).  
 
Suggestion 
 
i. It is suggested that in case of company owned accommodation, the concept of “fair 
rental value” be introduced to ensure that right amount of perquisite is determined for tax 
purposes.  “Fair rental value” for this purpose should be defined as the rent which a similar 
accommodation would realize in the same locality; where fair rental value is not 
ascertainable, then the municipal valuation should be considered for determining the 
perquisite value.  
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ii. Towards this, Sections 17(2)(a)(i) and 17(2)(c)(i) be deleted. Instead, Section 
17(2)(a)(ii) and 17(2)(c)(ii) be amended appropriately to include company owned 
accommodation as well such that the perquisite valuation of such accommodation be based 
on the fair rental payable for such accommodation; where fair rental is not determinable, 
then the perquisite valuation of such accommodation be determined based on the 
municipal valuation – as is being followed for determining Income from House Property 
under Section 23(1) of the Income Tax Act. 
 
We trust our suggestions will receive your favourable consideration. 
 
Thanking you 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Saurabh Sanyal 
Secretary General 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016, India 
Tel: +91 49545454 
Fax: +91 11 26855450 
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130. Inputs on New Foreign Trade Policy (2021-26) (28th July)  
 
Dr. Amiya Chandra, 
Additional DGFT, 
Department of Commerce, 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India, 
 
Dear Sir, 
Greetings! 
 
At the outset, we would like to thank you for providing us an opportunity to give our view 
points on the forthcoming Foreign Trade Policy for the period 2021-26. It was nice talking to 
you yesterday regarding the important topic for enhancing the export growth trajectory 
with more focused ease of doing exports.  
 
Please find the brief inputs along with the short term and long term suggestions. 
 

1. Replacement of Advance Authorisation Scheme by Existing Duty Free Import 
Procedures 

2. SEIS- Service Export Incentive Scheme 
3. Remission of taxes / levies of exports 
4. Restoration of India's Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) status 
5. Resume MEIS Scheme for the period March 2020 to December 2020 
6. Announcement of RoDTEP Rates 
7. Improvement in logistics infrastructure and trade facilitation measures 
8. Banking related norms be made more industry friendly for ease of doing business 
9. Diversification of exports products portfolio in terms of more countries and also in 

terms of more products 
10. Expanding Supply of Skilled Manpower and R&D Expansion 

 
The detailed representation is attached herewith your kind perusal.  
 
We trust our suggestions will be favorably considered for the interest of trade and industry. 
 
Warm Regards, 
Dr S P Sharma 
Chief Economist | DSG 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry   
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016, India 
Tel: +91 49545454  
Fax: +91 11 26855450 
Email: spsharma@phdcci.in   
Website: www.phdcci.in 
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129. Release of Payment on account of Lodging & Boarding Charges provided to 
ULB/Panchayat Elections-2018 contesting candidates (Political Protectees) – In 
Hotels hired by the Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir. (26th July) 
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128. Request for Reconsideration of Eligibility/Technical Clauses | RFE (Ref No: 
NB/HO/FINTECH/DAAS/02/2021-22) (23rd July) 

 
Dear Shri CH. S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao ji, 
 
Greetings! 
 
Subject- Request for Reconsideration of Eligibility/Technical Clauses | RFE (Ref No: 
NB/HO/FINTECH/DAAS/02/2021-22) 
 
We would like to congratulate your esteemed bank for coming out with Request for 
Empanelment (Ref No: PNB/HO/FINTECH/DAAS/02/2021-22) for Companies in the field of 
Data Aggregation and Analytics Services. As on the leading chamber & incubator for MSMEs 
& Start Ups we believe such efforts are required at the ground level so that the vision of 
Ease of Credit for all can be achieved. It is services like this which at the ground level 
contribute in developing be-spoke solutions for borrowers from different sizes & industry.  
 
However after going through the RFE document and several requests from our member 
Start Ups who are working in the similar domain, we feel the below mentioned clauses 
would not provide equal opportunity to a Start Up to showcase it’s true Value to the Bank 
and vice versa Bank would might miss out an opportunity to create a benchmark of working 
with new age companies and providing them an option to solve the problem statement of 
Digitized Aggregation & Data Analytics for the Bank. 
 
1. Clause 3 (Eligibility Criteria)- The company should have positive net worth in the 
preceding Financial Year. 

2. Clause 3g (Eligibility Criteria)- The bidder should have experience of providing Data 
Aggregation & Analytics services as follows: (-Minimum 3 Public/Private Sector Bank 
operating within India with more than 1000 branches. Or, -Minimum 1 Public/Private Sector 
Bank with more than 1000 branches and 4 other Bank/NBFCs operating within India.) And -
For at least two year and currently active relation with minimum 50000 requests per month. 

3. Clause 6.2 (2a) Eligibility cum Technical Bid- Annual revenue (From Data Aggregation 
and Analytics Services) for the year 2019-20 as per audited Financial (Maximum Marks 2) 1 
Marks for less than 10 Crore and 1 mark for every additional INR 10 Crore part. 

4. Clause 6.2 (3a)- Experience in Banking/ BFSI area/ Government/ Large Enterprise 
(having PAN India presence with a minimum turnover of Rs 1000 Crore) 

 
Sir, we would recommend that the above-mentioned clauses should either be 
revised/Exempted for Start Ups in order to provide them an equal opportunity to come 
forward and showcase the solutions to the bank. As per the Pre-Bid meeting minutes 
published on the website few of the clauses have only been raised by a single bidder only 
basis on which the Bank has revised the conditions exponentially. Technology solutions in 
the field of Financial Data Analytics are evolving every day to ease out the functioning of 
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large organizations, therefore a fair opportunity should be provided to companies of all 
sizes.  
 
In this regard, please accept our request for the benefit of trade and industry 
 
Thanking you! 
 
With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
 

  
Sanjay Aggarwal 

 
Shri CH. S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao 
MD & CEO 
Punjab National Bank 
Plot No. 4, Sector 10 Dwarka 
New-Delhi- 110075 
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127. Relaxing Norms for Traders to carry maintenance work in their Shops and 
Restaurants in Connaught Place (23rd July) 

 
 

ST-18-D 
23 July 2021 

Respected Sir, 
 

Relaxing Norms for Traders to carry maintenance work in their Shops and Restaurants in 
Connaught Place 

 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry! 
 
As you may be aware that PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been 
working as a catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for 
the past 116 years. It is a forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex 
organization. As a partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI with a special 
focus on MSMEs’ works at the grass roots level, with strong national and international 
linkages for propelling progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian 
economy. 
 
Our members & traders from Connaught Place have requested us to draw your attention on 
relaxing in norms for permission to carry maintenance work in their shops and restaurant in 
the heritage market, claiming that it sometimes takes over three months to get the approval 
from the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) and the Heritage Conservation Committee 
(HCC) for the same. 
 
As the buildings in Connaught Place market, which was constructed in 1933, are notified as 
Grade II heritage structures, NDMC officials said HCC’s permission is mandatory even for 
basic maintenance and internal repairs, including painting the premises and relaying floor or 
wall tiles, wood works or changing the wiring or fix the damage due to seepage or leakage,. 
The process is cumbersome and takes months to get the approval. 
 
Moreover, HCC’s November 9, 2020, direction to NDMC to not forward applications where 
there is a dispute regarding ownership of the building or between the landlord and tenant -- 
“to avoid HCC getting involved in litigation” -- has made it virtually impossible to carry out 
necessary repairs. 
 
There are over 50 restaurants operating in Connaught Place. It is difficult for tenants to get 
permission from landlords for repair and maintenance. It is a heritage building and requires 
frequent repair and maintenance. The norms for it should be relaxed otherwise the 
property and its condition will deteriorate. 
 
In some cases, like whitewashing or painting of the premises, the owners end up spending 
more money on the process of getting an approval than on the actual repair or maintenance 
work. 
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Colonial-era business district needs a proper maintenance plan and guidelines on the type 
of repairs allowed. For important structures like Connaught Place, a management plan 
should be prepared like we have it for Rashtrapati Bhavan so that if any work has to be done 
within the scope of the management plan, people should be allowed to do it. 
 
In view of the above, we request you to kindly simplify and ease the procedures and relax 
norms so that at least basic maintenance work in their shops and restaurant in Connaught 
Place could be carried out. 
 
With best regards, 

                                                                                                  Yours sincerely, 

  
                                                                                                                    (Saurabh Sanyal) 

  Secretary General 
 
 
Shri Dharmendra, IAS 
Chairman 
New Delhi Municipal Council 
Palika Sadan, Parliament Street 
New Delhi 
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126. Confirmation of Recorded Oral Evidence pertaining to the meeting of DRPSC on 
Commerce held on 8.7.2021 (22nd July)  

 
Ms. Nidhi Chaturvedi, 
Additional Director, 
Rajya Sabha Secretariat.  
 
Respected Ms. Nidhi Chaturvedi ji, 
 
Greetings! 
 
We thank you for providing us the opportunity to review the Recorded Oral Evidence 
regarding the Department Related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Commerce 
meeting held on 8th July 2021 at parliament house Annexe.   
 
We have reviewed and highlighted the necessary changes in the Recorded Oral Evidence 
document.  We are therefore, requesting you to kindly make the following minor 
corrections before placing the document on record.  
 
1. Vide Page 7 line no. 4: How many of them are really working to their capacity?   
It may be rewritten as Most of the SEZ’s are working below their capacity.  

2. Vide Page 7  line no. 12 : Voltage goes up and down 
It may be rewritten as voltage fluctuations. 

3. Vide Page 11 line no. 14: Manufacture, capacity and capability of our units.   

It can be rewritten as manufacturing capacity and capability of our units. 
4. Vide Page 19 line no. 2: These are all jammed, especially during the peak hours.    
It doesn’t work efficiently, especially during the peak hours. 

5. Vide Page 24 line no. 7: The country is building almost 50 kilometers of roads per day 
It may be corrected by, the country is building almost 40 kilometers of roads per day. 

6. Vide Page 31 Para 2 line no 4: We were growing at more than 40 per cent 
It may be corrected by, We were growing at more than 17 per cent. 
 
The highlighted document is attached herewith this email for your kind perusal. 
 
Best Regards,   
 
Saurabh Sanyal 
Secretary General 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry   
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016, India 
Tel: +91 49545454 Ext:  109 
Fax: +91 11 26855450 
Email: sg@phdcci.in 
 

mailto:sg@phdcci.in


 

40 

 

125. DRPSC on Commerce - Examination of the subject ‘Augmenting Infrastructure 
Facilities to Boost Exports’ - reg. (16th July)  

 
Ms. Nidhi Chaturvedi, 
Additional Director, 
Rajya Sabha Secretariat.  
 
Respected Ms. Nidhi Chaturvedi ji, 
 
Greetings! 
 
We thank you for considering our background note on this important subject of Augmenting 
Infrastructure Facilities to Boost Exports  regarding the Department Related Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Commerce meeting held on 8th July 2021 in parliament house 
Annexe.   
 
We have received the questionnaire for the above mentioned subject and prepared the 
inputs given by the members of PHD Chamber. The representations on questionnaire set-I is 
attached herewith this email for your kind perusal. The answers of the questionnaire set-II 
will be submitted shortly as we are still discussing some of the questions with our members. 
 
We trust our suggestions will be favorably considered in the interest of trade and industry. 
 
Best Regards,   
 
 
Regards, 
 
Saurabh Sanyal 
Secretary General 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry   
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016, India 
Tel: +91 49545454 Ext:  109 
Fax: +91 11 26855450 
Email: sg@phdcci.in 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:sg@phdcci.in
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124. Request for Notification for Relief and revival of the Business Sector in J&K handling 
of cases of Soft Loan for Sick units by J&K Bank thereof (15th July) 
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123. The Agenda points/Issues as per the Format of Convenor UT Level Bankers 
Committee for Inclusion in the Meeting of Sub-Committee meeting of Empowered 
Committee on MSMEs (15th July) 
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122. Action Taken Report (ATR) of 50th Empowered Committee on MSME for the UTs of JK 
and Ladakh held on June 29, 2021 (15th July) 
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121. Increase in Minimum Wages in NCT of Delhi (14th July) 
 
Shri Anil Baijal 
Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 
Raj Niwas 
Delhi 
 
ST-18-D          14 July 2021 

                                                                                                                        Respected Sir, 
Increase in Minimum Wages in NCT of Delhi 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry! 
 

As you may be aware that PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been 
working as a catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for 
the past 116 years. It is a forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex 
organization. As a partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI with a special 
focus on MSMEs’ works at the grass roots level, with strong national and international 
linkages for propelling progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian 
economy. 
 

Our members have requested us to draw your attention to the announcement of increase in 
minimum wages which are applicable from 1 April 2021. As you are aware, due to Corona 
lockdowns since March 2020, industrialists & traders in Delhi are facing lot of hardships and 
their profits have been badly hit. A large number of MSMEs have closed down and many 
others are struggling to survive. In this backdrop, entrepreneurs in NCT of Delhi are not in a 
position to bear this increased burden.  
 

Moreover, since the minimum wages are comparatively less in neighbouring States, this 
move will result in business establishments moving out of Delhi resulting in loss of revenue 
to your Government. Also the minimum wages are already the highest in India for years and 
another increase will worsen the situation. Moreover no other state as far as our knowledge 
has increased the same due to the badly hit economy in industries in India. The 
unemployment rate is amongst the highest today and the above increase will further lead to 
more factories and traders shutting down and hence retrenching employees in huge 
numbers. This situation can lead to the crime rate increasing as more people will come on 
the roads. 
 

In view of the above, we request you to kindly reconsider the decision regarding this 
increase and help the entrepreneurs in this difficult time. 
 

With best regards, 
                                                                                                          

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal)                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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120. Closure notices to all the water polluting units (12th July) 
 
Shri Gopal Rai 
Hon’ble Minister for Environment, Forest & Wildlife,  
Development and General Administration 
Government of NCT of Delhi 
Delhi Secretariat, I P Estate,  
Delhi-110002 
 

ST-18-D 
12 July 2021 

Respected Sir, 
 

Closure notices to all the water polluting units 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry! 
 
As you may be aware that PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been 
working as a catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for 
the past 116 years. It is a forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex 
organization. As a partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI with a special 
focus on MSMEs’ works at the grass roots level, with strong national and international 
linkages for propelling progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian 
economy. 
 
Our members from Delhi have requested us to draw your attention to notice issued on 
23/06/21 by DPCC for submitting test reports of the effluent to all water polluting units. 
Most of the units have submitted the test reports. But DPCC issued closure notices to all the 
water polluting units of 13 industrial areas. They are saying that none of the 13 CETPs are 
meeting the prescribed standards. CETPs are meeting all the prescribed standards which are 
regularly checked by CPCB and DPCC and connected online to DPCC and CPCB but there are 
certain parameters which cannot be controlled by the plants. It's beyond our members’ 
control to meet these parameters. The plant was made by DSIIDC and handed over to the 
local Association but the authorities have ordered to close all water polluting units of Delhi, 
approximately 1100 units in 13 industrial areas where CETPs exist. 
 
DPPC had given consent to most units which had been complying with their requirements. 
Now within no time they want to close the units, some even without notice. This is by 
monitoring the outflow from CETP plants. A number of units fall in the area where these 
plants are installed.  Maybe due to one or two factories not treating their outflow properly, 
the entire outflow Is getting affected.  So why penalise all the other factories. DPPC should 
individually check the plants and then penalise the defaulting ones only and not all the units. 
A number of companies have spent huge amounts on just setting up their individual ETP 
plants and got them approved after paying handsome amounts. Now for the fault of some 
other factory owners, they are being asked to close.   
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Another problem is that orders are for closing the entire factory and not just the polluting 
activity. For example, car showrooms are also on the list. They service and wash cars apart 
from making sales. The Government can just order them to close the servicing area and not 
close the whole sales department. This also does not make sense as all have installed ETP 
plants in their service centres and comply with DPPC norms. It is unfortunate that DPPC is 
closing down these units. Question arises then where will all the car owners get their cars 
serviced from. Will they have to go to Haryana or Punjab to get their cars serviced. The 
above example also applies to industries. Some operations like phospating before powder 
coating or zinc plating of parts are integral part of production processes. Similar examples 
can be given for other industries using water. 
 
We would like to appeal to you that first closure of units should be immediately stopped 
and then the procedure of testing and report writing by DPCC on working of CETP plants 
should be reviewed and revised.  
 
We shall be grateful if you could kindly instruct the DPCC to consider the above issue 
sympathetically in the interest of the entrepreneurs of Delhi.  
 
With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
  

(Saurabh Sanyal) 
Secretary General 
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119. Closure notices to all the water polluting units (12th July) 
 
Shri Anil Baijal 
Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 
Raj Niwas 
Delhi 
 

ST-18-D 
12 July 2021 

Respected Sir, 
 

Closure notices to all the water polluting units 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry! 
 
As you may be aware that PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been 
working as a catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for 
the past 116 years. It is a forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex 
organization. As a partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI with a special 
focus on MSMEs’ works at the grass roots level, with strong national and international 
linkages for propelling progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian 
economy. 
 
Our members from Delhi have requested us to draw your attention to notice issued on 
23/06/21 by DPCC for submitting test reports of the effluent to all water polluting units. 
Most of the units have submitted the test reports. But DPCC issued closure notices to all the 
water polluting units of 13 industrial areas. They are saying that none of the 13 CETPs are 
meeting the prescribed standards. CETPs are meeting all the prescribed standards which are 
regularly checked by CPCB and DPCC and connected online to DPCC and CPCB but there are 
certain parameters which cannot be controlled by the plants. It's beyond our members’ 
control to meet these parameters. The plant was made by DSIIDC and handed over to the 
local Association but the authorities have ordered to close all water polluting units of Delhi, 
approximately 1100 units in 13 industrial areas where CETPs exist. 
 
DPPC had given consent to most units which had been complying with their requirements. 
Now within no time they want to close the units, some even without notice. This is by 
monitoring the outflow from CETP plants. A number of units fall in the area where these 
plants are installed.  Maybe due to one or two factories not treating their outflow properly, 
the entire outflow Is getting affected.  So why penalise all the other factories. DPPC should 
individually check the plants and then penalise the defaulting ones only and not all the units. 
A number of companies have spent huge amounts on just setting up their individual ETP 
plants and got them approved after paying handsome amounts. Now for the fault of some 
other factory owners, they are being asked to close.   
 
Another problem is that orders are for closing the entire factory and not just the polluting 
activity. For example, car showrooms are also on the list. They service and wash cars apart 
from making sales. The Government can just order them to close the servicing area and not 
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close the whole sales department. This also does not make sense as all have installed ETP 
plants in their service centres and comply with DPPC norms. It is unfortunate that DPPC is 
closing down these units. Question arises then where will all the car owners get their cars 
serviced from. Will they have to go to Haryana or Punjab to get their cars serviced. The 
above example also applies to industries. Some operations like phospating before powder 
coating or zinc plating of parts are integral part of production processes. Similar examples 
can be given for other industries using water. 
 
We would like to appeal to you that first closure of units should be immediately stopped 
and then the procedure of testing and report writing by DPCC on working of CETP plants 
should be reviewed and revised.  
 
We shall be grateful if you could kindly instruct the DPCC to consider the above issue 
sympathetically in the interest of the entrepreneurs of Delhi.  
 
With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
  

(Saurabh Sanyal) 
Secretary General 

 
This representation has also been sent to:  
 
Dr. K.S Jayachandran 
Member Secretary 
Delhi Pollution Control Committee 
Delhi Secretariat, I P Estate,  
Delhi-110002 
 
Sh. Sanjeev Khirwar 
Chairman 
Delhi Pollution Control Committee 
Delhi Secretariat, I P Estate,  
Delhi-110002 
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118. Closure notices to all the water polluting units (12th July) 
 
Shri Arvind Kejriwal 
Hon’ble Chief Minister  
Government of NCT of Delhi 
New Delhi 
 

ST-18-D 
12 July 2021 

Respected Sir, 
 

Closure notices to all the water polluting units 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry! 
 
As you may be aware that PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been 
working as a catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for 
the past 116 years. It is a forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex 
organization. As a partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI with a special 
focus on MSMEs’ works at the grass roots level, with strong national and international 
linkages for propelling progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian 
economy. 
 
Our members from Delhi have requested us to draw your attention to notice issued on 
23/06/21 by DPCC for submitting test reports of the effluent to all water polluting units. 
Most of the units have submitted the test reports. But DPCC issued closure notices to all the 
water polluting units of 13 industrial areas. They are saying that none of the 13 CETPs are 
meeting the prescribed standards. CETPs are meeting all the prescribed standards which are 
regularly checked by CPCB and DPCC and connected online to DPCC and CPCB but there are 
certain parameters which cannot be controlled by the plants. It's beyond our members’ 
control to meet these parameters. The plant was made by DSIIDC and handed over to the 
local Association but the authorities have ordered to close all water polluting units of Delhi, 
approximately 1100 units in 13 industrial areas where CETPs exist. 
 
DPPC had given consent to most units which had been complying with their requirements. 
Now within no time they want to close the units, some even without notice. This is by 
monitoring the outflow from CETP plants. A number of units fall in the area where these 
plants are installed.  Maybe due to one or two factories not treating their outflow properly, 
the entire outflow Is getting affected.  So why penalise all the other factories. DPPC should 
individually check the plants and then penalise the defaulting ones only and not all the units. 
A number of companies have spent huge amounts on just setting up their individual ETP 
plants and got them approved after paying handsome amounts. Now for the fault of some 
other factory owners, they are being asked to close.   
 
Another problem is that orders are for closing the entire factory and not just the polluting 
activity. For example, car showrooms are also on the list. They service and wash cars apart 
from making sales. The Government can just order them to close the servicing area and not 
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close the whole sales department. This also does not make sense as all have installed ETP 
plants in their service centres and comply with DPPC norms. It is unfortunate that DPPC is 
closing down these units. Question arises then where will all the car owners get their cars 
serviced from. Will they have to go to Haryana or Punjab to get their cars serviced. The 
above example also applies to industries. Some operations like phospating before powder 
coating or zinc plating of parts are integral part of production processes. Similar examples 
can be given for other industries using water. 
 
We would like to appeal to you that first closure of units should be immediately stopped 
and then the procedure of testing and report writing by DPCC on working of CETP plants 
should be reviewed and revised.  
 
We shall be grateful if you could kindly instruct the DPCC to consider the above issue 
sympathetically in the interest of the entrepreneurs of Delhi.  
 
With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
  

(Saurabh Sanyal) 
Secretary General 
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117. Delays in Environmental Clearances and Consent of Pollution Control Board for 
Mining of Minor Minerals in various districts of J&K. (8th July) 
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116. Representation on behalf of the Allottees of Sector 136 Noida (6th July 2021) 
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115. Concerns of processed food MSME units on the proposed FOPL (Front of Pack 
Labelling) (29th June 2021) 

 
Chairperson 
FSSAI 
Government of India 
FDA Bhawan 
New Delhi  
 
Dear Madam, 
 
Subject: Concerns of processed food MSME units on the proposed FOPL (Front of Pack 
Labelling) 
 
Food Processing Industry in India today stands at the threshold of transformation of its 
inherent potential into a reality and unleash the potential of growth, employment, 
investments, and enhancing farm incomes. It promises to offer high quality safe food 
products to the Indian consumer at a significant scale.  
 
The food processing industry which was identified and termed as a sunrise industry is still to 
see the sun rise. It is at a critical juncture, and is faced with the threat of getting completely 
destroyed. One such threat is from the proposed thresholds (from Draft regulations / WHO / 
FSSAI WG) and associated warnings/markings logo which if implemented in its current form, 
will stall the progress of the industry particularly the micro, small and medium enterprises. 
The thresholds prescribed there-in are totally unrealistic and impractical and over 80% of 
the current processed and packaged food products do not meet such prescribed thresholds. 
The proposed thresholds are based on fallacious causative reasoning between Non-
communicable diseases (NCD) and pre-packaged food and are contextually misdirected and 
misplaced, unilateral and disruptive without any established consequential benefit. This 
regulation, if implemented can seriously impede the fundamental social and economic goals 
that any regulation should ideally achieve. The vested interests in civil society, some of them 
funded by foreign donors, are pushing a fake and misplaced agenda by advocating for an ill-
conceived FOPNL regulation.  In the following paragraphs we endeavor to clarify a few 
misconceptions and provide supporting facts.  
 
1. Misconception - India is at an evolved stage in Food Processing and the root cause of 
NCDs lies in Pre-packed processed foods as they contain high Salt, Sugar or Fat. 
 
Fact:  the level of food processing in India is less than 10% even though India has 11.2% of 
arable land in the world and a leading producer of food grains, fruits and vegetables. The 
levels of food processing are far higher in countries such as US (65%) and China (30%). 
 
Fact- 80% of food is prepared at home in India as our culture preaches to eat fresh, thus 
consumption of packaged food products in India is only at 11 % as compared to developed 
countries wherein consumption is more then 40-50%.  
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Fact - According to a NIN study 88% of calories come from home and eating-out food, 
miniscule portion of diet is being contributed by pre-packaged processed foods. 
 
Misconception 2:  The proposed regulation factors in the ability of industry to reformulate, 
to ensure consumer acceptance and grow 
 
Fact: The industry is bound to face serious constraints in reformulation (e.g. Sugar & Fat are 
building block of Biscuit, significant reduction may lose the Biscuit Identity) and only a 
reasonable reduction is possible. In the past 2 years the industry has been able to reduce 
only 5% sugar in this category with great difficulty and consumer has started noticing it. Use 
of suitable alternate from past experiences has had its own challenges (stevia has bitter 
taste, limitation in quantity to be added including negative perception associated with 
chemicals and artificial sweeteners). Similarly, reduction in Saturated Fat will be 
compensated with unsaturated fat which are more prone to oxidation and rancidity which 
in turn impact the shelf life. Fat as an ingredient has multiple functions in the product right 
from preservation to Textural & building block and also acts as emulsifier and heat transfer 
to core. Consumer acceptance has been a challenge for e.g In the Retail Fruit Juice market in 
UK, the Juice drinks and Smoothies markets has declined continuously for the past 6 years in 
volume terms. The cumulative decline till 2019 from 2013 level is about 20%. (Mintel 
Reports' Fruit Juice, Juice Drinks and Smoothies - UK - January 2020 report) 
 
Misconception 3:  The proposed regulation is pragmatic and is implementable 
Fact:  The thresholds proposed till date (WHO, Draft Regulation and Working Group) have 
not been based on scientific facts, as per eating occasions in India and there has been no 
validation of the model being proposed. The reduction percentages can go upto 79% from 
current levels. (Refer Annexure 2). If adopted, more than 80% of the products will not meet 
the proposed thresholds and will carry warning labels. Even Nutritional Recipes from 
NIN/IHE and mid-day meal foods will also become “RED” by the threshold criteria proposed. 
 
Misconception 4:  The proposed regulation is aligned with global regulatory trends 
Fact:   Unlike the compulsory model being proposed in India, the FOP labelling schemes are 
voluntary in most parts of the world including in UK FOP scheme and not linked to recipe-
thresholds. This is first time such HFSS foods have been arbitrarily defined / prescribed in 
regulation in the world.  
 
Fact- Most of the developing / developed countries having significantly higher prevalence of 
the obesity as compared to India have not implemented the WHO models ‘as such” 
however certain voluntary approach and gradual reduction approaches are identified and 
implemented. (Refer Annexure 3)  
 
Misconception 5:  Pre-packaged foods causes Obesity and India is a Obese Nation 
Fact-Data from 214 countries shows that world obesity level ranges from 2.1% to 74.6%, 
India is favourably ranked 211 with obesity levels of 3.9%. (Refer Annexure 4) The Indian 
reality is different than that of US or UK data which is frequently referred to by vested 
interests in pushing for the change in labeling norms.  
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Fact- Data clearly establishes that consumption of Sugar and Fat in Indian diet is well below 
the recommended daily allowance (Refer Annexure 1). There is no clear and field level 
scientific study carried out in Indian context which links the impact of Pre-packed food on 
the obesity. 
 

:-3-: 
 
Misconception 6: FOPL regulations will lead to consumer welfare and augment shift from 
unorganized sector to the organised sector 
 
Fact: On the contrary, startling and unreasonable warnings on the pack will further wean 
away the consumer from the organized sector to unorganized sector. This will prove to be 
counterproductive and lead to the unwarranted outcome of placing Packaged Processed 
Foods in poor light leading to ‘brand dilution’ and ‘consumer mistrust’. It will also threaten 
the Hygiene quotient of the food from unorgansied sector. 
 
Misconception 7: FOPL regulations will achieve the desired outcomes of protecting 
consumer health  
 
Fact: Implementing FOPNL on packaged products is only tip of ice berg while addressing the 
aspect of NCDs. A large part of the food consumption in India lies completely outside the 
realm of processed and packaged food. The informal sector such as road side stalls, 
unbranded and loose form of food consumption will continue to be highly vulnerable to 
food adulteration, quality and hygiene issues.  
 
Fact- addressing the elements like behavior change, Education, awareness and ways of 
Portion Control (serve size) and Physical Exercise need to be addressed to achieve the 
desired outcomes of protecting consumer health. Poorly designed and erroneously focussed 
models / regulations will only lead to unintended costs without achieving any of the desired 
outcomes. 
 
Key Suggestions 
In light of the above facts submitted for consideration we do believe that the myths created 
stand clarified. We also believe that following recommendation may help pave the way for 
the establishing winning strategies in this regard. 
 
• There is need for developing science based on-ground studies / survey in Indian 
context. Methods in this direction could include a “Nutrient Consumption Survey including 
physical inactivity and its impact on the health” before arriving at the targeted model for 
adoption in Indian market.  
• Emphasis should be on gradual reduction in HFSS levels in accordance with FSSAI 
Pledges, and there should be monitoring of the Pledges made to FSSAI & their status. 
• As an interim approach, we must start with Energy and / or monochrome GDA  
• As a pragmatic permanent solution, it will be extremely important to establish 
reasonable thresholds basis 
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o the dietary principals, consumption pattern and serve size in Indian context. Detailed 
proposals basis these principles for major categories have been submitted to FSSAI through 
joint chambers (in June 2021).  
o Health impact assessment - ‘cause and effect’ relationship shall be established 
between consumption of a particular food and NCDs in Indian context. 
o Technological feasibility and challenges. 
o Grouping of only like-to-like products (in terms of format, process, formulation etc.)  
• Emphasis on Consumer Education including Physical exercise logo, Eat in Moderation 
etc.  
 
The industry will also be willing to participate in a collaborative manner with the 
Government in areas such as approach for various food categories and preparing strategies 
for gradual reduction, on nutrient of concerns, on voluntary basis in line with FSSAI pledges, 
consumer Education in social media including physical exercise logo, Eat in Moderation etc. 
 

:-4-: 
 
REQUEST - We request that the impractical and stringent thresholds that are being 
proposed in a haphazard manner should not be implemented as this will create fear among 
consumers and adversely impact demand generation but also be detrimental to the growth 
of sector which is still developing and supports Honourable Prime Minister’s Vision of 
Doubling Farmers Income. 
 
Industry-led governance mechanisms, such as implementation of voluntary standards, codes 
of conduct in a gradual and phased manner will help deliver the policy objectives in an 
impactful manner, rather than an intrusive and potentially destructive regulatory 
intervention. 
 
We do hope that the above concerns will be considered favourably on the merit of facts 
presented. We shall be pleased to provide further clarifications on the above and would 
look forward to further advice. We wish to reiterate processed food industry’s commitment 
and solidarity with the government for faster growth of the industry with better health for 
all.   

 
 

Best Regards, 
Yours sincerely 

  
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 
Copy to  
1. Chief Executive Officer, FSSAI 
2. Executive Director, FSSAI 
 
 
 



 

61 

 

114. Suggestions on Investment by Aluminum Industry to Support “AtmaNirbharata” in 
Defence and Aerospace Industries (29th June 2021) 

 
Shri Chandraker Bharti 
Joint Secretary (Aerospace) 
Department of Defence Production 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
 
Sub:- Suggestions on Investment by Aluminum Industry to Support “AtmaNirbharata” in  
Defence and Aerospace Industries 
 
Respected Sir,   
                                                           
Greetings! 
 
At the outset, we would like to appreciate PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
acknowledges government of India’s initiative to extend the budgetary support of Rs 498.8 
crore to Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) to Defence Innovation Organisation (DIO) 
for the next five years. The budgetary support will provide a big boost to the ‘Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat Abhiyan’ of Prime Minister Narendra Modi as iDEX–DIO has the primary objective of 
self-reliance and indigenisation in defence & aerospace sector of the country. “PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in reference to increase the Investment by Aluminum 
Industry to Support AtmaNirbharata in Defence and Aerospace Industries, would like to 
submit some suggestions on issues pertaining on it. 
 
Please find enclosed the views expressed by PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry for 
your kind consideration. 
 
We trust our suggestions on encouraging the investments by Aluminium Industry to support 
“Atma Nirbharata” in Defence and Aerospace Industries will be considered by the 
Government for immediate and favourable action. 
 

With warm regards, 
               Yours sincerely, 

                                                                                                                             

 
              (Saurabh Sanyal) 
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113. Representation for Request for support and intervention of Department of Animal 
Husbandry (25th June 2021) 

 
Mr Atul Chaturvedi, I.A.S. 
Secretary 
Dept of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, 
Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Dairying&Fisheries 
Krishi Bhawan, 
New Delhi – 110011 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Sub:     Request for support and intervention of Department of Animal Husbandry for 
 
1. Early Adoption of BIS Specification IS 11968:2019 Pet Food for Dogs & Catsas  Mandatory 
Standard for Pet Food Industry. 
 
2. CLASSIFICATION OF ANIMAL FOOD (CAT & DOG FEED) AT 5% GST RATE UNDER GOODS & 
SERVICES TAX (‘GST’) REGIME UNDER CHAPTER 23 AT PAR WITH OTHER ANIMAL FEED. 
 
3. Early Notification of the revised Animal Health Certificate acknowledging Heat treatment 
(70°C for 30 min) as inactivation step which eliminates risk of Avian influenza basis OIE 
guidance (World Organization for Animal Health).which will ease Import of Pet food (Dog & 
Cat) & Animal Origin Ingredients into India  
 
On behalf of its members, the PHD Chamber of Commerce & Industry wishes to draw your 
kind attention on the current issues being faced by entire Pet Food Industry on account of 
pending notification of the revised Animal Health Certificate conditions, THE IMPOSITION OF 
HIGH gst @18% on cat and dog food and stringent conditions for import of ingredients of 
animal origin pending the notification of the Draft Animal Health Certificate; and absence of 
scientific approach and uniform regulatory guidelines on manufacturing, ingredients, food 
safety, quality, testing and nutritional requirements. In this regard detailed representations 
are submitted herewith for your kind consideration and request for early intervention with 
other concerned departments. (Annexures 1,2,3 ) 
 
Background - Sir, Pet food has gained significance over the years and more so because of 
the rise in pet adoption and pet parents paying more attention to pet nutrition for their 
health and wellbeing. India is emerging as potential market for pet food, driven by 
consumer awareness towards benefits of pre-packaged food on pet’s health along with the 
embracing culture of pet companionship. 
 
Indian pet food Industry and its growth is primarily driven by significant pet population of 
2.5 crore pet dogs and 4.5 million cats. At present, there is not enough capacity of Indian 
industry to manufacture and cater to the growing demand (@20%) of pet food, and there is 
huge dependency on imported food and ingredients.  
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Pre-packaged Pet food market is estimated at Rs 2,500-2,700 crore and has emerged as a 
clear solution to many concerns like lifecycle dietary needs, storage, quality, nutrition, shelf 
life, bulk versus smaller packages, storage temperature, shelf life, etc.According to industry 
experts, less than 15-18 percent of this market is catered domestically indicative of huge 
potential for investment and employment creation as also by-product utilisation and thus 
saving food loss and prevent pollution from meat and poultry industry. 
 
In this backdrop, the pet food industry in India needs a policy push and support from the 
Department to maintain the growth momentum. There is need to promote the domestic pet 
food processing by taking policy steps to give a fillip to domestic industry by allowing 
imports of ingredients (of animal origin) and providing a level playing field to both domestic 
manufacturers as well as importers.   
 
A harmonized regulatory environment focused on policies, standards, ease of doing 
business, reducing non-tariff barriers (Sanitary & Phyto Sanitary Guidelines), uniform 
taxation for pet food vis. animal feed and identical regulations for both domestic 
manufacturers &importers of pet food will empower the industry to reach its true potential 
in the coming years. 
 
In this regard we are pleased to attach detailed notes as Annexure 1,2 and 3 on the industry 
concerns and requests for your kind consideration with request for early intervention. 
 
We will be happy to provide any more information that you may desire on the subject. A 
copy of the BIS standard is attached for your reference.We shall be grateful if we are given 
an audience with yourself at your earliest convenience to explain our concerns in detail.  
 
With warm regards  

Yours sincerely, 

 
  

(Saurabh Sanyal) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

64 

 

112. Regarding implementation time-line for the enforcement of "Acid value of Wheat 
Bran" standards (23rd June 2021)  

 
Shri Arun Singhal,  
Chief Executive Officer, 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India,  
FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road,  
New Delhi – 110002. 
 
Subject: Regarding implementation time-line for the enforcement of “Acid value of Wheat 
Bran” standards notified vide Gazette Notification No. Stds/CPL & 
CP/Notification/01/FSSAI-2018. 
 
With reference to the requirement of ‘Acid value – Not more than 6’ stipulated for ‘wheat 
bran’ under the subject gazette notification which is to be implemented from 1st July 2021, 
we wish to highlight following challenges in compliance with the stipulated requirement of 
‘acid value in wheat bran’: 
 
• We refer to the Minutes of the 28th Meeting of Food Authority held on 21.05.2019 
as reproduced  below and submit that we are unable to retrieve information pertaining to 
the status or outcome of this analytical tests conducted by the QA Division of FSSAI. 
 

 
  
• Current acid value test methods are available for oils (100% fat) and composite 
products (external fat is added) wherein extracted fat is higher in these products while in 
wheat bran extracted fat is very low (3-4%) resulting in higher acid value due to low 
denominator (weight of fat taken) in the formula of acid value calculation. 
 
• Inherent nature of fat in wheat bran such as higher proportion of fat in free form 
(>79%) and high lipase activity in bran resulted in higher acid value even in freshly ground 
wheat bran. 
 
If enforced without addressing the aforementioned challenges, industry will be discouraged 
to use wheat bran in their products so as to improve/ utilize nutritional benefits from it. 
 
Therefore, we request to extend the implementation timeline for 6 more months so as to 
understand the outcome of FSSAI QA data, include method of analysis for acid value in 
wheat bran under Manual of methods for analysis and revise acid value as appropriate. 
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We hope this merit your consideration. 
 
With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

  
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 
Copy to 
 
1. Ms. Inoshi Sharma – Executive Director (Regulatory Compliance) 
2. Dr. N. Bhaskar – Advisor (Science & Standards) 
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111. Seeking approval for utilization of preprinted packaging material inventories (23rd 
June 2021) 

 
Shri Arun Singhal,  
Chief Executive Officer, 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India,  
FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road,  
New Delhi – 110002. 
 
Subject: Seeking approval for utilization of preprinted packaging material inventories and 
extension to comply with the FSSAI Gazette Notification (F.No. Stds/ M&MPIP 
(3)/SP/FSSAI-2018) related to “Standards for Meat and Meat Products” 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
This is in reference to FSSAI Gazette notification dated 9th July 2020 regarding Food Safety 
and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Fourth Amendment 
Regulations, 2020 which will be enforced from 1st July 2021. At the outset, we appreciate 
the FSSAI intent towards setting standards for various meat products in the trade and also 
extending support towards Industry’s concerns.  
 
In this regard, we wish to apprise you that industry has already started implementation of 
the above said Gazette notification for FSS (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) 
Fourth Amendment Regulations, 2020 which has standards for various meat products. 
However, would like to highlight following Industry Concerns for your kind perusal:  
 

 Despite of our best efforts, existing packaging material with high-cost values are still 
not exhausted in inventories and as new standards have defined quality, compositional and 
labelling requirements, minor reformulation of the recipes has been warranted, industry 
shelf life studies of reformulated meat products are in progress and in verge of completion.  
 

 COVID-19 Pandemic situation in our country has disrupted many segments of the 
industry. It has resulted in major economic slow-down, capital loss, Low sales volume, 
extreme shortage of workers within companies, in associated agencies and other partners 
etc. 
 

 Uniform implementation date for FSS (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) 
Fourth Amendment Regulations, 2020 with FSS (Labelling & Display regulations): As we 
understand that new labelling regulations will require extensive changes in each and every 
SKU that is prevalent today in the market. Hence, we request since the time all the changes 
are finalized to work on this cost extensive exercise, we request for uniform implementation 
date. 
 
Further we would like to bring to your kind notice that the challenge is not only for the huge 
stocks of existing inventory which remains to be salvaged but also the concern of business 
continuity to design and print new labels, since this standard brings about changes in the 
label declarations too (viz., Statement “Imitation’ if more than 2% isolated soy proteins 



 

67 

 

used, removal of proprietary product nomenclature and aligning with standardized food 
name etc.). 
 
In this regard, we request to further provide transition time for 6 months which will help to 
comply with the regulation effectively without any major financial loss on account of 
unutilized inventory of packaging material and ensure business continuity. 
 
We hope our request will merit your due consideration. 
 
With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
  

(Saurabh Sanyal) 
 

Copy to 
 
1. Ms. Inoshi Sharma – Executive Director (Regulatory Compliance) 
2. Dr. N. Bhaskar – Advisor (Science & Standards) 
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110. Seeking extension to comply with the FSSAI Gazette Notification (23rd June 2021) 
 
Shri Arun Singhal,  
Chief Executive Officer, 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India,  
FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road, New Delhi – 110002. 
 
Subject: Seeking extension to comply with the FSSAI Gazette Notification (No. Stds/CPL & 
CP/Notification/01/FSSAI-2017) related to “Mixed masala powder” 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
This is with reference to the requirements stipulated for ‘mixed masala powder’ under the 
subject gazette notification which is to be implemented from 1st July 2021.  
 
Changes required in label: Before the advent of the subject standard, blended masalas 
(except curry powder) were categorized under proprietary foods and accordingly marked in 
label. Also, the percentage of emphasized ingredients was included in the list of ingredients. 
Since these standards are notified and blended masalas are now considered as 
‘standardized food’ and the name to be revised in label as appropriate. Further there are 
new labelling requirements envisaged in the subject notification – to declare minimum 
percentage of “Spice Content” and “Salt Content above 5%”.  
 
We would like to bring into your kind notice that the industry having been working towards 
implementation of these proposed changes. However, despite industry’s best efforts, there 
has been many practical and operational challenges in exhaustion of old inventory laminates 
as outlined below.  
 
Huge write off of these unused packaging materials (approx.Rs 1.1 crores), which is not in 
the interest of nation and have huge financial implications on the food businesses. 
 
a) Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic: Blended spices market in India is dominated by 
MSMEs (accounts for >85%) and segmented based on product type, distribution channel 
and region.  
 
MSMEs were badly hit following the lockdown as industries remained closed for more than 
months. The current economic situation is not conducive to small industries as there is 
restricted liquidity in the system, though the government pumped in stimulus to keep the 
sector alive. 
 
b) Slow-uptake in the market: There are huge stocks of old inventory lying at factories 
as there are slow moving products whose Minimum Order Quantity (MOQ) for their packing 
material caters to product supply for almost a year. 
 
If enforced without addressing the aforementioned challenges, industry will be discouraged 
to use wheat bran in their products so as to improve/ utilize nutritional benefits from it. 
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Therefore, we request to extend the implementation timeline for 6 more months so as to 
understand the outcome of FSSAI QA data, include method of analysis for acid value in 
wheat bran under Manual of methods for analysis and revise acid value as appropriate. 
 
We hope this merit your consideration. 
 
With regards, 
 

Yours sincerely, 

  
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 
Copy to 
 
1. Ms. Inoshi Sharma – Executive Director (Regulatory Compliance) 
2. Dr. N. Bhaskar – Advisor (Science & Standards) 
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109. Representation seeking approval for utilization of Preprinted packaging material 
inventories and extension related to Ragi Flour (23rd June 2021)  

 
Shri Arun Singhal,  
Chief Executive Officer, 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India,  
FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road,  
New Delhi – 110002. 
 
Subject: Seeking approval for utilization of preprinted packaging material inventories and 
extension to comply with the FSSAI Gazette Notification (No. Stds/CPL & 
CP/Notification/01/FSSAI-2017) related to “Ragi Flour” 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
This is in reference to FSSAI Gazette notification dated 9th July 2020 regarding Food Safety 
and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Third Amendment 
Regulations, 2020 which will be enforced from 1st July 2021. At the outset, we appreciate 
the FSSAI intent towards setting standards for various food products in the trade and also 
extending support towards Industry’s concerns.  
 
In this regard, we wish to apprise you that industry has already started implementation of 
the above said Gazette notification for FSS (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) 
Third Amendment Regulations, 2020 which has standards for various food products. 
However, would like to highlight following Industry Concerns for your kind perusal:  
 
Despite of our best efforts, existing packaging material with high-cost values are still not 
exhausted in inventories and as new standard for Ragi flour have defined quality 
requirements, minor change in the manufacturing process and post-harvest handling of Ragi 
grains has been warranted, industry shelf life studies are in progress and in verge of 
completion.  
 
COVID-19 Pandemic situation in our country has disrupted many segments of the industry. It 
has resulted in major economic slow-down, capital loss, Low sales volume, extreme 
shortage of workers within companies, in associated agencies and other partners etc.  
 
Uniform implementation date for FSS (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Fourth 
Amendment Regulations, 2020 with FSS (Labelling & Display regulations): As we understand 
that new labelling regulations will require extensive changes in each and every SKU that is 
prevalent today in the market. Hence, we request since the time all the changes are 
finalized to work on this cost extensive exercise, we request for uniform implementation 
date. 
 
Further we would like to bring to your kind notice that the challenge is not only for the huge 
stocks of existing inventory which remains to be salvaged but also the concern of business 
continuity to design and print new labels, since this standard brings about changes in the 
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label declarations too (viz., Removal of proprietary product nomenclature and aligning with 
standardized food name etc.). 
 
In this regard, we request to further provide transition time for 6 months which will help to 
comply with the regulation effectively without any major financial loss on account of 
unutilized inventory of packaging material and ensure business continuity. 
 
We hope our request will merit your due consideration. 
 
With regards, 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 (Saurabh Sanyal) 

Copy to 
 
1. Ms. Inoshi Sharma – Executive Director (Regulatory Compliance) 
2. Dr. N. Bhaskar – Advisor (Science & Standards) 
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108. Suggestions for Development of Sports Sector of J&K (22nd June, 2021) 
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107. Representations for 18th Session of India-Switzerland Joint Economic Commission 
(JEC) (22nd June 2021) 

 
Shri Ajaya Kumar Sahoo 
Section Officer 
FT(Europe-II) Division, 
Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber! 
 
Sub: Representations for 18th Session of India-Switzerland Joint Economic Commission 
(JEC) 
 
At the outset, we would like to express our gratitude to the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industries for taking the initiative to start the 18th session for the India-Switzerland Joint 
Economic Commission (JEC). This 18th session of the JEC is expected to benefit both 
countries to expand their trade and investments. It will be significant since it will allow India 
to expand its export portfolio, which was previously limited to a few commodities. 
 
India-Switzerland economic and commercial cooperation constitutes an essential dimension 
of the bilateral relationship. India’s economic engagement with Switzerland saw new 
momentum in recent years wherein the total bilateral trade reached USD20 bn in 2017-18. 
On the contrary, the merchandise trade share in Covid time has decreased significantly and 
reached USD18.1 bn in 2019-20, which is around 12 percent less than the value in FY2017-
18. India exported around USD1.2bn in terms of merchandise exports and imported about 
USD 16.8bn amounted goods from Switzerland during Covid times i.e. FY 2019-20.  Despite 
the small share in India’s trade, Switzerland is an essential partner for India in this 
pandemic. Switzerland has joined the list of countries that have helped India by delivering 
600 oxygen concentrators and 50 respirators valued approximately $3.3 million. Switzerland 
also supported the India’s stand on Covid vaccine patent waiver.  
 
The major Indian exports to Switzerland include: organic chemicals, natural and cultural 
pearls, articles of textile and clothing, footwear and gaiters, Machinery and mechanical 
appliances etc. Imports from Switzerland include: Gems and jewellery, pharmaceutical 
products, machinery and mechanical appliances, organic chemicals etc. 
 
The major exports products of Switzerland to world: Gems and jewellery, machinery and 
mechanical appliances, pharmaceutical products, electrical machinery and their part of, 
organic chemicals, clock and watches, cinematographic and photographic articles, plastic 
articles. Whereas, Switzerland imports from the world such as natural and cultural pearls, 
pharmaceutical products, mechanical machinery and electrical machinery, vehicles, iron and 
steel, organic chemicals and plastic articles. 
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It has been three years since PHDCCI has collaborated with Switzerland. However, India's 
biggest potential may be in science and technology, tourism, education and skill 
development, Ayush and Telemedicine, railways, and civil aviation. 
 
We trust our suggestions will be favorably considered in the interest of trade and industry. 
 
With warm regards, 

               Yours sincerely, 
                                                                                                                             

 
              (Saurabh Sanyal) 
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106. Increase in minimum wages in NCT of Delhi (21st June 2021) 
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105. Huge hike in electricity bills (21st June 2021) 
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104. PHD Chamber Suggestions on Ease of Doing Business: Protecting Minority Investors 
Indicator (18th June 2021) 
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103. Request to consider a change in the Current Forward Bidding Model (16th June 2021) 
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102. Covid Lockdown in Chhattisgarh -Extension of time for lifting (16th June 2021) 
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101. Representation for 11th Session of India Turkey Joint Committee (16th June 2021) 
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100. PHD Chamber Suggestions on National Mineral Index- Shortcomings in fixation of ASP 
for bauxite and incidence of double calculation of royalty in ASP (16th June 2021) 

 
Shri Upendra C. Joshi 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Mines 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
 
Sub:-Suggestions on National Mineral Index- Shortcomings in fixation of ASP for bauxite 
and incidence of double calculation of royalty in ASP  
 
Respected Sir,   
                                                           
Greetings! 
 
At the outset, we would like to appreciate policy reforms initiated by the government of 
India for developing National Mineral Index on the lines of the National Coal Index (NCI). It is 
creditable that the National Mineral Index is based on Coal India (CIL) notified prices and 
auction prices and import prices. We duly acknowledge the government of India’s initiation 
 to sought suggestions from various stakeholders to overcome the issue regarding  National 
Mineral Index (NMI) for individual minerals.PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 
reference to the National Mineral Index Fixation of ASP (Average Sales Price) for bauxite and 
incidence of double calculation of royalty in ASP , would like to submit some suggestions on 
issues pertaining to computation of Average Selling Price of Minerals. 
 
Please find enclosed the views expressed by PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry on 
the National Mineral Index- Shortcomings in fixation of ASP for bauxite and incidence of 
double calculation of royalty in ASPfor your kind consideration. 
 
We trust our submission will be considered by the Government for immediate and 
favourable action. 
 
Warm regards, 
  
  
  

 

  

 
Saurabh Sanyal 
Secretary General 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry  
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016, India 
Tel: +91 49545454 
Fax: +91 11 26855450 
Email: sg@phdcci.in / saurabh.sanyal@phdcci.in 
Website: www.phdcci.in 

 

https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/coal-india-ltd-stock-price/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/coal-india-ltd-stock-price/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4%2F2+Siri+Institutional+Area?entry=gmail&source=g
callto:+91%2011%2026855450
mailto:president@phdcci.in
mailto:saurabh.sanyal@phdcci.in
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99. Suggestions to provide relief to trade and industry in view of COVID-19 pandemic (15th 
June, 2021) 
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98. Request for extension for the filing of GST reimbursement and budgetary support 
claims for for F.Y 2020-21 in View of COVID-19 Pandemic (11th June, 2021)  
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97. Technical Problem for registration by JKBOSE for the Students whose families returned 
back to Kashmir due to Covid Lockdown and business closures. (8th June 2021) 
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96. To Mirror the FDI Policy in the ODI Policy of Government of India (8th June, 2021) 
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95. PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry detailed suggestions to mitigate the impact 
of Pandemic Covid19 on Trade and Industry (7th June, 2021) 
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94. Extending the Benefits to Carpet, Handicraft and Handloom weavers and Artisans 
under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) and 
J&K Building and Other Construction Workers Welfare Board (5th June 2021) 
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93.Revalidation of Loan Case of M/s Valley of Kashmir Mushrooms Industrial Estate 
Khunmoh Srinagar (5th June 2021) 
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92. PHD Chamber Representation on Steel and steel products (Quality Control Order dt. 
17th July,2020) (5th June, 2021) 

 
Shri. Puneet Kansal 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Steel 
Government of India 
 
 

Subject:- Representation on Steel and steel products (Quality Control Order dt. 17th 
July,2020) 

 
Respected Sir,                                                             
 
Greetings! 
 
At the outset, we would like to appreciate reforms initiated by the Government of India for 
the sustainability and revival of the steel Industry and to overcome the supply disruption 
caused due to pandemic. In the wake of acute shortage of tinplate/ tin free steel material 
which is largely used to manufacture cans and containers to pack processed food and fruits, 
the processed food packaging industry is adversely affected due to Pandemic. The small 
players who are into the business of packaging of fruits and other processed food have 
suffered due not able to meet the demand of tin cans and containers. It is requested that in 
the pretext of prevailing COVID conditions in India and as well as many other countries, the 
implementation of Quality Control Order be put on hold at least till March 2022.  
 
Please find enclosed the detailed suggestions by PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
for your kind consideration. 
 
In view of the above, it is our humble request to consider the suggestions on the steel and 
steel products (Quality Control Order dated 17th July,2020) 
 
We trust our submission will be considered by the Government for immediate and 
favourable action. 
 
Warm regards, 

 
Saurabh Sanyal 
Secretary General 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry  
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91. Representation on Re-instating the clause of allowing waiver of ISTS access charges for 
RPO Obligated Entities (3rd June, 2021) 
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90. India-UK Virtual Summit - proposed India-UK SME Partnership - inputs for PMO Action 
Taken Report (2nd June, 2021) 
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89. Analysis of recent DDMA’s order and what it means for the factory owners in Delhi (1st 
June, 2021) 
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This Representation has also been sent to: 
 
Shri Anil Baijal 
Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 
Raj Niwas 
Delhi 
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88. Request to Hon’ble LG of Delhi to not extend the lockdown (28th May 2021)  
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87. Request for credit/ refund of compound interest charged during the moratorium 
period (28th May, 2021) 
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86. Suggestions to provide relief to trade and industry in view of COVID-19 pandemic (27th 
May, 2021) 
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85. Issuance of New Press Note clarifying the FDI Policy in E-Commerce Sector and 
recommendations for the same (27th May, 2021) 
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84. Representation on Extension of Mining Leases (27th May, 2021) 
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83. Request to bringing GST rate applicable on key inputs services (18%) in the Mining 

Sector at par with the GST on Minerals (5%) (27th May, 2021) 
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82. Request to raise the limit of ₹50,000 to ₹10 lakh under Section 56 (2) (x) Income Tax 

Act to help pandemic affected people (25th May, 2021) 
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81. Request to Hon’ble LG of Delhi to not extend the lockdown (23rd May 2021) 
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80. Representation on the Draft Notification No. G.S.R. 285(E) in the Gazette of India: 

Extraordinary on 22nd April 2021 (21st May, 2021) 

Mr. Jigmet Takpa, 
Joint Secretary,   
HSM Division,  
Forest and Climate Change, 
Ministry of Environment,  
Government of India 
New Delhi 
 

Representation on the Draft Notification No. G.S.R. 285(E)in the Gazette of India: 
Extraordinary on 22nd April 2021 

 
Respected Sir,                                                             
 
Greetings! 
 
At the outset, we would like to appreciate the initiatives taken by the environment ministry 
to protect and promote India’s energy sector towards eco-friendly production process. The 
Draft Notification No. G.S.R. 285(E) in the Gazette of India: Extraordinary on 22nd April 2021 
has been framed to ensure 100 % utilisation of fly ash by the coal or lignite based thermal 
power plants. It would help to conserve top soil and natural resources by promoting 
utilisation of ash in road laying, road and flyover embankments, shoreline protection 
measures, low lying areas of approved projects, backfilling of mines, as an alternative for 
filling of earthen materials. In this context, the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
would like to suggest, if the Government may consider of making a dynamic “Fly ash index” 
to incentivize all industries for increased compliance shall prove to be both as an exchange 
and platform for ash procurement and effort recognition. 
 
In view of the above, it is our humble request to consider the suggestions on the Draft 
Notification No. G.S.R. 285(E) in the Gazette of India: Extraordinary on 22nd April 2021 by 
the Ministry of Environment, Government of India.  
 
Please find enclosed the detailed suggestions prepared by PHD Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry for your kind consideration. 
 
We trust our submission will be considered for immediate and favourable action. 
 
With best regards, 
 

Yours sincerely,   

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 
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79. Representation for Deferral of Tax Compliances due to COVID-19 Pandemic (20th May, 

2021) 

Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes  
Ministry of Finance 
New Delhi 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber! 
 

Representation for Deferral of Tax Compliances due to COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry deeply appreciates the prompt and proactive 
approach adopted by CBDT to facilitate compliance by the tax payers’, amidst the pandemic.   
 
It is indeed appreciable that taking into cognizance the difficulties faced by industries at 
large due to the outbreak of novel coronavirus, the CBDT has recently extended the 
timelines across various compliances under the Income Tax Act. 
 
Some more suggestions to facilitate compliance by taxpayers’ are mentioned hereunder: 

1. Deferral of section 194Q of the Act providing for TDS on purchase of goods 
Section 194Q of the Act providing for TDS on the purchase of goods is set to come into 
effect from 1 July 2021. 
 
It is suggested that the applicability of section 194Q should be deferred to April 1, 2022, 
considering significant time and efforts involved to build systems and processes to comply 
with the new requirements. 
 
2. Deferral of section 206AB and section 206CCA of the Act 
In absence of any API released by the Government, it is suggested to defer compliance with 
sections 206AB and 206CCA to April 1, 2022, to give sufficient time for companies to build 
the compliance systems and test the same for accuracy. 
 
It is also suggested to consider building an API mechanism to validate tax return filing, 
similar to the API mechanism in place for GST returns. 
 
3. Reduction in rates of TDS and TCS for Financial Year 2021-22 
To provide more funds at the disposal of the taxpayers, the Central Board of Direct Taxes 
had reduced the rates of TDS by 25% which were applicable up to 31 March 2021. The 
pandemic in Fy 2021-22 is much more severe and is expected to have a substantially more 
negative impact on earnings for Fy 2021-22. Therefore it is requested that relaxation may be 
provided for the TDS rates applicable for payments/credits made during Financial Year 
2021-22 by reducing them to 50% of normal rates. 
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4. Deferral of Advance Tax due on 15/6/2021 
Due to the current pandemic, the profits for Fy 2021-22 are uncertain and the companies 
are not in a position to pay advance tax. The tax payers shall deposit the advance tax once 
their profit projections for FY 2021-22 are more certain. Therefore, the tax payers should 
not be charged interest u/s 234C for non-payment of advance tax due on 15/6/2021. 
 
5. Perquisite taxation in hands of employee for COVID-19 related reimbursements 
With the onset of the second wave of COVID-19, numerous companies and employers are 
supporting their employees with their medical treatment expenditure.  
 
Given the challenging times, it is suggested that a circular is issued on an urgent basis 
providing an exemption for medical reimbursements/grants provided by employers to 
employees, including their survivors/families, for COVID treatment for the employee or the 
family member, without prescribing any unreasonable requirements or conditions. 
 
It is further suggested that a clarification may be issued that the treatment for COVID-19 is 
covered under the ailments referred to in Rule 3A(2) of the Rules, and the mandatory 
requirement of undertaking treatment only in approved private hospitals for claiming 
exemption may be relaxed to include all hospitals and medical facilities. 
 
We trust our suggestions will receive your favourable consideration. 
With best regards, 
 
Sanjay Aggarwal 
President 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016, India 
Tel: +91 49545454 
Fax: +91 11 26855450 
Email: president@phdcci.in 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:president@phdcci.in
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78.Discrimination being faced by MSMEs in the hands of SAIL (19th May, 2021) 
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This Representation has also been sent to: 
 
Smt Soma Mondal  
Chairperson  
Steel Authority of India Limited  
New Delhi 
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77. Virtual Meeting of Hon'ble Governor of RBI with Trade Bodies (19th May, 2021) 
 
Shri Shaktikanta Das 
Governor 
Reserve Bank of India 
 
Respected Shri Shaktikanta Das ji, 
 
Namashkar! 

Virtual Interaction with Trade Bodies 
 
On behalf of PHD Chamber, I express my sincere gratitude to you for providing us an 
opportunity to present our views at the Virtual Interaction held on 14th May 2021. 
 
PHD Chamber of Commerce & Industry appreciates the significant reform measures 
undertaken by the Reserve Bank of India under your dynamic leadership to rejuvenate 
economy, industry and trade in the extremely difficult time of pandemic COVID-19. 
 
The recent calibrated, sequenced and well–timed measures announced by RBI are very 
encouraging as these measures will provide liquidity, bring down cost of capital and mitigate 
the daunting impact of second wave of pandemic COVID-19. 
 
PHD Chamber  has been proactively supporting the Government by providing suggestions at 
each stage of development, creating awareness and disseminating knowledge among 
various stakeholders. The Chamber stands in complete solidarity and extends its all-out 
support to the Government in the fight for making India COVID-19 free country soon. 
 
We trust our suggestions including the extension of ECGLS scheme with an increase in the 
amount; extension of timelines for implementation of “Resolution Framework For Covid-19 
Related Stress”; the additional LC (Letter of Credit) facility to MSMEs with minimum margin 
and charges for fresh purchases of raw material; easier availability of credit to industry 
especially to MSMEs, among others  will be favourably considered in the interest of trade, 
industry and economy. (Detailed suggestions attached for your ready reference) 
 
Looking forward to more such opportunities and visionary discussions in future forums. 
 
Thanking you once again, 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Sanjay Aggarwal 
President 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
PHD House, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110016, India 
Tel: +91 49545454 
Fax: +91 11 26855450 
Email: president@phdcci.in 

mailto:president@phdcci.in
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76. Extension in the due date for payment of challan filling contributions and 
administrative charges/ Inspection charges due for the Wage Month of May-2020 
(18th May, 2021) 
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75. Extension of date of deposition of EPF & GST during lockdown (17th May, 2021) 
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74. Waiving off Property Tax for Lockdown period in the year 2020 & 2021 (15th May 

2021) 

 

 

Dr. Yogesh Srivastav 

Assistant Secretary General 

 

15 May 2021     

 Shri M L Sharma 

Director – Property Tax 

NDMC, Palika Kendra 

New Delhi 

 

Dear Sir,  

 

Waiving off Property Tax for Lockdown period in the year 2020 & 2021 

Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry !! 
 
We use this opportunity to acknowledge your leadership in providing services to 
Delhites, even during the times of the unprecedented COVID crisis.  
 
As you are aware, COVID lockdowns have caused huge disruptions in the normal 
businesses and our MSME entrepreneurs and Trader members are taking a huge 
financial hits. On behalf of our Members, we want to request NDMC to waive off 
Property Tax for the period, when offices/premises/shops/showrooms have been 
forced to close down during lockdown imposed by the Government in 2020 and 
currently in 2021. 
 
Our members have paid Property Tax last year and out of that amount NDMC may 
adjust the waiver for lockdown period in the year 2020 and 2021, and then raise 
the property tax demand bill for the actual working days when the 
offices/premises/shops/showrooms were allowed to remain open. 
 
We request you to consider the above request and provide some relief to our 
members. 
 
With best wishes, 
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Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Dr Yogesh Srivastav 
Assistant Secretary General 
 
Cc: Chairman, NDMC for necessary action 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

134 

 

73. Request to remove illegal hawkers from corridors of Connaught Place (15th May 

2021) 

 

 

Dr. Yogesh Srivastav 

Assistant Secretary General 

15 May 2021     

  

Shri R N Singh 

Director – Enforcement 

NDMC, Palika Kendra 

New Delhi 

 

Dear Sir,  

 

Request to remove illegal hawkers from corridors of Connaught Place 

Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry !! 
 
We use this opportunity to acknowledge your leadership in providing services to 
Delhites, even during the times of the unprecedented COVID crisis.  
 
As you are aware, COVID pandemic has destroyed our normal lives. Even after peak 
is achieved, cases decrease and lockdown is lifted, still all citizens will have to 
continue social distancing and COVID appropriate behaviour for a long time to 
come. As you will agree, in this scenario the illegal hawkers operating in Connaught 
Place are a big health hazard have proved to be a super-spreader of Corona virus 
and they ruined the Connaught Place market after the 2020 lockdown. The office 
goers, shop owners and people who come for shopping suffered badly due to 
indiscipline, illegal squatting, overcrowding and flouting of norms by illegal hawkers 
despite CP being a “No Hawking Zone”. 
 
We are writing to request to frame a strict policy to revive the Non-squatting zone 
characteristics of CP and permanently shift all illegal hawkers to a special vending 
zone outside CP to save their livelihoods and Connaught Place. Due to pedestrians 
walking in the corridor, the existing customers as also new potential tenants have 
started to avoid CP. The Heritage Market is losing business due to illegal hawkers as 
also become a potential infection spreader. 
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We request you to consider the above request to remove illegal hawkers from CP 
and work towards providing an international shopping experience in CP. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Dr Yogesh Srivastav 
Assistant Secretary General 
 
Cc:  1 Chairman, NDMC for necessary action 
       2 Secretary, NDMC for necessary action 
       3 The DM, New Delhi District for necessary action 
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72. Waiver of Fixed Charges in Electricity Bills raised during Lockdowns in 2020 and 

2021 due to COVID 2019 pandemic (15th May, 2021) 

 

 

Dr. Yogesh Srivastav 

Assistant Secretary General 

 

15 May 2021     

 Shri Dharmendra, IAS 

Chairman  

NDMC, Palika Kendra 

New Delhi 

 

Dear Sir,  

 

Waiver of Fixed Charges in Electricity Bills raised during Lockdowns in 2020 and 2021  

due to COVID 2019 pandemic 

 

Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry !! 
 
We use this opportunity to acknowledge your leadership in providing services to 
Delhites, even during the times of the unprecedented COVID crisis.  
 
Please refer to letter dated 11 August 2020 issued by Executive Engineer, NDMC, 
Commercial Deptt, Gole Market, New Delhi informing regarding waiver of fixed 
charges in the electricity bills raised during the lockdown period in the jurisdiction 
of DERC. 
 
On the above DERC vide its order dated 7 September 2020 directed concerned 
departments to waive off electricity fixed charges imposed in the electricity bills for 
the months of April and May 2020 for the lockdown period. Similarly, in the year 
2021 ongoing lockdown has been imposed by the Government from 19 April 2021 
and is still continuing. 
 
The order of DERC is binding on distribution companies, including NDMC, and 
therefore we would like to request you to waive off fixed charges on electricity for 
April and May months in the year 2020 and also for April-May in 2021. Our 
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members have not received any credit in their bills for lockdown period in the year 
2020 till date. Since our members are also facing similar lockdown in 2021 starting 
from 19 April which is still continuing, we request you to extend credit on account 
of waiving of fixed charges as per the DERC directives issued last year, to 
consumers of Connaught Place area, in the forthcoming electricity bills. 
 
May we request you to kindly issue necessary instructions to the Executive 
Engineer, Commercial to give credit on account of waiver of fixed charges on 
electricity in the forthcoming electricity bills. 
 
Looking forward to you sympathetic consideration on the above matter. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr Yogesh Srivastav 
Assistant Secretary General 
 
Cc:  Director – Commercial Department, NDMC for necessary action        
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71. Extension of Timelines for Implementation of Resolution Framework for Covid-19 

Related Stress (10th May, 2021) 

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
 
Respected Madam, 
 

Extension of Timelines for Implementation of “Resolution Framework For Covid-19 
Related Stress” 

The RBI vide its circular no. RBI/2020-21/16-DOR.No.BP.BC/3/21.04.048/2020-21 dated 6th 
August, 2020 has issued the “Resolution Framework for Covid-19 related Stress”. This was a 
lifeline for many businesses which were standard, but not in default for more than 30 days 
as on 1st March, 2020 but were affected by the lockdowns across the country and had the 
chance to restructure their debts without turning into NPA’s, who otherwise had excellent 
track record. Further to this circular, an Expert committee under Shri K. V. Kamath spelt out 
the financial parameters to be complied by specific sectors which was submitted on 4th 
September, 2020. The RBI based on the recommendations of this expert committee further 
issued a circular on 7th September, 2020.  
 
As per para no. 16 of the annexure to this RBI circular dtd. 6th August, 2021: 
“Resolution under this framework may be invoked not later than December 31, 2020 and 
must be implemented within 180 days from the date of invocation”. 
 
The fixation of timelines was to ensure that the entire resolution is completed in a time 
bound manner by all stakeholders.  
 
In most of the cases, the invocation of the resolution plan was done in the months of 
November and December 2020 and accordingly the resolution plan needs to be 
implemented within the month of May / June 2021 i.e. within 180 days from the date of 
invocation. 
 
Now, due to unprecedented circumstances arising because of second wave of Covid-19 
pandemic in the country, the businesses / banks are facing delays in timely implementation 
of the resolution plan process already invoked in the prescribed timeline of 31st December 
2020. Due to Covid-19 cases among their personnel involved with the process, with TEV and 
financial viability study consultants, rating agencies, statutory auditors, partial closure of 
branches of banks, personnel at Bank Head offices/ branches and even near and close family 
members of such people involved in the process have been adversely affected . The process 
has also been hampered due to lockdowns in many parts of the country especially all the 
metro cities where the corporate HQ’s of the businesses and Banks HO’s are located. 
Presently, we are not even sure when this second wave will subside. 
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Various Government Departments / agencies e.g. Income Tax Dept, SEBI, GST Dept, Ministry 
of Corporate Affairs, etc have extended the timelines for statutory compliances looking into 
the difficulty being faced by the companies and public in general. Even the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court of India has extended the period of limitation due to this second wave. 
 
In view of the above, we request the RBI that the timelines for implementation of the 
“Resolution Framework for Covid-19 related Stress” be extended by 60 to 90 days i.e. within 
a period of 240-270 days from the date of original invocation. This will give a huge relief to 
the businesses to complete the implementation by July / August 2021 which are already 
undergoing the process of resolution under this framework and are viable businesses under 
the existing promoters and also help a large number of businesses from avoiding turning 
into NPA’s/ further stress. 
 
We trust our suggestion will be favourably considered in the interest of trade and industry. 
 
Thanking you once again, 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 
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70. IGST Exemption on import of COVID relief material for charitable purpose (8th May, 

2021) 

Shri Tarun Bajaj 
Secretary (Revenue) 
Department of Revenue 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber! 
 

IGST Exemption on import of COVID relief material for charitable purpose 
 
It is very painful to observe the havoc created by second wave of Pandemic in our Country. 
The unprecedented rises in the number of cases and deaths have crippled the lives of 
citizens of the Country. The health care sector (government/ private) has witnessed acute 
shortage of essential medicines, oxygen, ventilators, beds, doctors, nurses and other health 
infrastructure and equipment (referred to as “COVID relief materials”). The Government of 
India has proactively committed to and actively pursuing all way and means to overcome 
this major catastrophe. It has accordingly taken various proactive initiatives to fill the gap 
between availability and requirements of COVID relief materials. One important step in this 
direction has been permitting import of COVID relief materials by claiming exemption from 
payment of Basic Customs Duty (“BCD”) leviable at the time of import vide Notification No. 
28/2021-Customs and conditional exemption from payment of IGST vide Ad-hoc Exemption 
Order No. 4/2021-Customs. These steps are already witnessing increased supply of these 
materials in the country. 
 
The exemption from basic customs duty on import of COVID relief material has been 
granted without any condition, which is a welcome step. However, exemption from IGST has 
been granted inter-alia subject to the condition that said goods are imported free of cost for 
the purpose of Covid relief by a State Government or, any entity, relief agency or statutory 
body, authorised in this regard by any State Government. 
 
It has been observed that many social, charitable, religious, philanthropic, non-profit and 
non-government organisations, trusts, foundations etc. (hereinafter referred to as 
‘institutions’ or ‘charitable institutions’) have come forward in this fight against pandemic. 
These institutions primarily do not have their source of income and are run through the 
grant /aids/donations received in monetary and non-monetary forms from various donors 
across the India as well as the world at large. 
 
The ad-hoc order under the Customs has extended the benefit of IGST exemptions in 
respect of the import of goods by such institutions where such goods are imported on free 
of costs basis consequent to gifts/donations made by persons outside India. 
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However, it has been observed that many such institutions located in India and working 
tirelessly for the welfare of mankind and now waged in the war against the virus do not 
have source of donations outside India but intend to import the COVID relief material out of 
donations/contributions received from various donors within the Country. They are not 
importing COVID relief material for commercial consideration and do not intend to earn any 
profit. Merely because the imports are to be made by paying consideration to the foreign 
supplier out of donations received in India is resulting in imposition of 12% IGST viz a viz 
import of goods on free of costs basis. This is adversely affecting the selfless initiatives taken 
by various such institutions. 
 
In the light of the above facts, we request your kind self to consider extending exemption 
from IGST leviable at the time of import of COVID relief material by such institutions from 
foreign vendors and distributing the same free of cost in India in such manner as may be 
considered appropriate by appropriate authority in this regard. Some of the alternatives 
that may please be considered in this regard are as follows: 
 
Option 1: Inserting an explanation in the Ad-hoc Exemption Order that import of goods by 
specified Charitable Institutions registered under section 12AA of Income Tax Act having 
pre/post authorization from Nodal authority shall be treated as goods imported free of cost 
and thus entitled for exemption;  
 
Option 2: Removing condition of free of cost import from Ad-hoc Exemption Order and 
extending exemption from IGST on import of COVID relief material.  
 
Option 3: Allow such institutions to remove COVID relief material without payment IGST 
under suitable indemnity bonds/undertakings subject to end use conditions. 
 
Option 4: There can be post import conditions but not pre-import conditions as every 
machine imported could save a life and cannot be delayed by cobweb of procedures. Similar 
exemptions were provided to hospitals in the past vide Notification No. 64/88-customs 
dated 1/3/1988. Unsold machines could be subjected to duty later with an option of re-
export. 
 
Option 5: Such other suitable means as may be considered appropriate by your goodself. 
Further, wherever such institutions are not permitted to remit the money outside India on 
account of RBI Regulations, either suitable relaxations should be allowed by RBI to remit the 
money for specified purposes or permit such institutions to permit the import of covid relief 
material claiming such exemption through some other entity. 
 
It is evident that there cannot be a greater public interest warranting full exemption when 
the entire humanity is suffering and facing a grim situation and threat of extinction. This can 
be an overreaching consideration to extend the exemption irrespective of whether it is 
gifted from outside India and imported by such institutions based on donations received 
with the Country. 
 
Anyway, the exemption extended vide said order is only for the limited time period upto 
30th June 2021 and extending exemptions to such institutions to import without payment of 
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IGST during such short period may not have any unwarranted implications but could go a 
long way in fighting against this crisis.  
 
We trust our suggestion will be favourably considered in the interest of  trade and industry. 
 
Thanking you once again, 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 
 
 
 
 
This Representation has also been sent to: 
 
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
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69. FCRA exemption needed to make effective customs and IGST exemption for Covid-19 

relief items (7th May, 2021) 

Shri Tarun Bajaj 
Secretary (Revenue) 
Department of Revenue 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber! 
 

Representation for relaxation of FCRA regulations applicable on receipt of prescribed 
COVID-19 relief material (urgent lifesaving need) 

 
India is suffering from unprecedented pandemic due to outbreak of COVID-19 virus 
(hereinafter referred to as “catastrophe”). To help Indians sustain and fight against this 
catastrophe, foreign companies, foreign citizens, persons & entities abroad (hereinafter 
referred to as “foreign source”) are donating/transferring (without any charges) prescribed 
COVID-19 relief material in the nature of drug and medicines, machines, equipments, etc.  
 
Receipt of donations/transfers by any person from foreign source (hereinafter referred to as 
“foreign contribution”) are currently regulated by “The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act, 2010” (hereinafter referred to as “FCRA”) and rules made thereunder. As per Section 3, 
receipt and even further transfer of such foreign contribution is prohibited unless otherwise 
specified. 
 
In the following cases, foreign contribution is allowed to be received: 
 
a. If any article is given as “gift”, market value of which is upto Rs.1 lac, the same is not 
considered to be foreign contribution and accordingly not regulated by FCRA provisions. 
 
b. If prior permission or registration has been already been obtained to receive such 
foreign contribution. It is relevant to note that the time limit for grant such prior permission 
or registration by Ministry of Home Affairs (“MOHA”) is ordinarily 90 days. Practically, much 
time is taken for grant of registration or prior permission by MOHA. 
 
Customs Duty and IGST exemption: 
 
It is relevant to note that, in line with the public interest, Ministry of Finance has already 
granted complete exemption from Customs duty and IGST vide Ad hoc Exemption Order No. 
4/2021-Customs dated 03.05.2021 (hereinafter referred to as “exemption order”) on 
Imports of prescribed COVID-19 relief material into India which is received free of cost from 
abroad for free distribution in India. This exemption is applicable when prescribed COVID-19 
relief material are imported by a State Government or, any entity, relief agency or statutory 
body, authorised in this regard by any State government. Ad hoc Exemption Order No. 



 

144 

 

4/2021-Customs dated 03.05.2021 alongwith Notification No. 27/2021- Customs dated 
20.04.2021 and Notification no. 28/2021 dated 24.04.2021 which refers to the prescribed 
COVID-19 relief material is annexed with this representation. 
 
Representations for urgent consideration (urgent lifesaving need): 
 
Various entities and relief agencies such as NGOs, Trust, and other philantrophic 
organisations (even though otherwise qualified for free distribution of COVID-19 relief 
material as per exemption order) are handicapped since either they don’t have required 
registration or prior permission or their application for grant of prior permission or 
registration or renewal is pending for processing by MOHA. It is thus humbly represented 
that either the requirement of prior permission or registration is waived atleast for a period 
of 6 months or it is clarified that no threshold limit would be applicable on gift provided the 
same qualifies to be prescribed COVID-19 relief material. In the alternative, it is requested 
that application for registration or prior permission be processed expeditiously. 
 
It is relevant to note that restrictions imposed by FCRA provisions are intended to be 
applicable where there is threat to the sovereignty of India or is against public interest, etc. 
Free distribution of COVID-19 relief material is clearly not against the aforesaid parameters 
of restrictions. Even further, it is specifically provided in Section 8 of FCRA Act that foreign 
contribution can be utilized only for the purposes for which it has been received and as such 
there is least probability of such entities/relief agencies being engaged in malpractices. 
There are audit and penalty provisions contained in the Act to safeguard/cure the 
malpractices if any undertaken by any relief agencies in the guise of free distribution of 
COVID-19 relief material.  
 
Above mentioned relaxation, if implemented on a priority basis will help various entities and 
relief agencies such as NGOs and other philanthropic organisations for ramping up the 
supply of prescribed critical COVID-19 relief material such as equipments, medicines, 
ventilators, etc. in hospitals. This is an urgent immediate life saving need on humanitarian 
ground for relief to citizens and is in keeping with the practical necessity adjunct to the 
exemption order mentioned above. 
We trust our suggestion will be favourably considered in the interest of trade and industry. 
Thanking you once again, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 
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68. Clarification required in connection with the claim for refund of unutilised input tax 

credit under Rule 89(4), (4A) and (4B) (6th May, 2021) 

Shri M. Ajit Kumar 
Chairman 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs  
Ministry of Finance 
New Delhi 
 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber! 
 
Clarification required in connection with the claim for Refund of unutilised input tax credit 

under Rule 89(4), (4A) and (4B) 
 
We wish to bring to your kind attention the difficulties faced by the Industry due to lack of 
clarity while granting refunds of accumulated GST credit under Rule 89(4), (4A) and (4B) of 
the CGST Rules, 2017.  
 
• As you are aware, the manufacturer-exporters before the advent of GST were permitted 
to procure duty-free inputs under the scheme of Advance Authorization as contained under 
Chapter 4 of the Foreign Trade Policy. Briefly, the manufacturer-exporters under the 
Advance Authorization Scheme were granted upfront exemption from the payment of 
duties on procurement of inputs (whether imported or domestic) meant for use in making 
the goods for exports. Said exemption was conditional upon fulfilment of the given export 
obligations. To operationalize the scheme, an advance license was granted by the DGFT to 
the concerned manufacturer-exporter to enable the procurement under the scheme. 
Therefore, the said scheme enabled savings in the working capital of the manufacturer-
exporter by way of avoiding the blockage of funds in payment of duties which were 
eventually refundable. It, therefore, provided a boost to the exports of our country. 
 
• However, when the GST was introduced w.e.f. 01.07.2017 the benefit of the Advance 
Authorization Scheme for the procurement of inputs without payment of GST was not 
allowed. Therefore, the manufacturer-exporters were compelled to make full payment of 
GST on all the procurements (imports as well as domestic).  
 
• Subsequently, the said manufacturer-exporters were allowed to claim the refund of the 
accumulated input tax credits u/s 54 of the CGST Act, 2017 read with Section 16 of the IGST 
Act, 2017 by way of two options. The first option was to export the goods with payment of 
IGST and subsequently claim a refund of the said IGST paid by utilizing the input tax credit. 
 
• The second option was to export the goods without payment of IGST under bond/LUT and 
subsequently claim a refund of the accumulated input tax credits as per the formula 
prescribed under Rule 89(4) of the CGST Rules, 2017. Therefore, under the second option 
Sec. 54(3) of the CGST Act, 2017 read with the formula given under Rule 89(4) permitted the 
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refunds of accumulated input tax credits with respect to inputs/input services based on the 
proportion of the turnover of zero-rated supplies (exports plus SEZ) to the adjusted total 
turnover as applied to input tax credits availed. 
 
• However, the absence of upfront exemption from the GST on procurements against 
Advance Authorization (although accumulated input tax credits were eventually granted as 
a refund) resulted in the substantial blockage of working capital. This is because the 
manufacturer-exporter was required to pay the entire GST first and then claim the refund 
based on exports and hence the time lag between the procurements and exports resulted in 
the excess blockage of the working capital. 
 
• It may be highlighted that GST Council at their 22nd GST Council Meeting held on 6th 
October 2017 appraised the above-referred concern and decided that an upfront exemption 
shall be granted under Section 6 of the IGST Act, 2017 read with Section 25 of the Customs 
Act, 1962 to import of goods for exporters availing the schemes of Advance 
Authorisation/Export Promotion Capital Goods/100% Export Oriented Units.  
 
• Further, it was also decided in the said meeting that domestic supplies of goods made to 
exporters under the Advance Authorisation/EPCG shall be notified as deemed exports under 
Section 147 of the CGST/SGST Acts to allow refund of tax paid by the suppliers. An Advance 
Release Order (ARO) shall be issued in the name of a domestic supplier by exporter having 
AA/EPCG or EOU status. Therefore, a relaxation by way of an upfront exemption (as was the 
case before the GST implementation) in case of imports, as well as allowance of the refund 
of the GST, charged on deemed exports (on procurement from the domestic suppliers) were 
granted to avoid the lag and the consequent blockage of the funds. 
 
• Subsequent to the said decisions at the 22nd GST Council Meeting, necessary notifications 
(viz. notification No. 78/2017-Customs, dated the 13th October 2017; notification No. 
79/2017-Customs, dated the 13th October 2017; notification No. 40/2017-Central Tax 
(Rate), dated the 23rd October 2017 and notification No. 48/2017-Central Tax, dated the 
18th October 2017) came to be issued to grant the exemption/refunds mainly w.e.f. 
13.10.2017. 
 
• In light of the above background Rule 89 of the CGST Rules, 2017 came to be amended by 
providing the mechanism to the supplier to claim a refund of the tax charged and paid in the 
case of deemed exports (subsequently recipient was also allowed to claim the refund), as 
well as new sub-rule (4A) and (4B), also came to be inserted to prescribe the mechanism to 
allow the refund of the accumulated input tax credits with respect to other inputs and input 
services to the extent used in making the exports, without the payment of IGST, out of the 
inputs procured under the exemption. It may also be noted that Rule 96(10) also came to be 
amended which now prohibits making exports with payment of IGST and claiming the 
refund thereof if an upfront exemption or refund of tax charged on inputs as deemed 
exports is availed/ taken. 
 
As an example a manufacturer-exporter importing the inputs without payment of IGST (by 
claiming exemption under Notification No. 78 or 79 of 2017 – Customs) for making the 
exports under the scheme of Advance Authorization can claim the refund of the 



 

147 

 

accumulated input tax credits under sub-rule (4B) with respect to the tax paid on other 
inputs/input services to the extent used in making the said exports without payment of GST. 
 
• Now the trade and industry are facing the issues while claiming the refund of the 
accumulated ITC in the aforesaid situations from the departmental field formations on the 
grounds that the refund permissible under Rule 89(4B) is only in respect of ITC on other 
inputs/input services “to the extent used in making the exports” and hence one-to-one 
correlation is required in claiming such refunds. In absence of the one-to-one correlation, 
the authorities are seeking to reject the refund claims. 
• It may be highlighted that the entire design of the GST does not envisage a one-to-one 
correlation of inputs/input services with outward supplies. Further in many industries given 
the production processes and use of common inputs/input services, one-to-one correlation 
is not possible. Therefore it is suggested that a formula may be prescribed to determine the 
eligible refund amounts under Rule 89(4B).  
 
In this regard it is suggested that the Government can borrow the pro-rata formula based on 
the value as prescribed under Rule 89(4). This is because, in absence of one-to-one 
correlation, the best possible manner of attributing the ITC to the exports is based on the 
turnover ratio of exports to aggregate turnover. The same shall not only be proper but shall 
also protect the interest of Revenue as no person shall be able to claim the refund higher 
than what is attributable to the exports. 
 
• Alternatively it is suggested that the Government may issue a clarification to the effect 
that the exporters are at liberty to claim the refund of the accumulated ITC either under 
Rule 89(4) based on the pro-rata formula or under Rule 89(4A)/(4B) based on the one-to-
one correlation, whichever is beneficial. The same shall go a long way in granting the 
exporters their due refunds. 
 
In other words, the following may be considered: 

1. Refund of zero-rated supplies can be allowed under Rule 89(4) even in cases where 
inputs are received by availing benefits of notification No. 78/2017-Customs, dated 
the 13th October, 2017 or notification No. 79/2017-Customs, dated the 13th 
October, 2017. Thus the refund mechanism provided under Rule 89(4A) and Rule 
89(4B) be made optional and not binding in such cases. 

2. In case the refund is filed under Rule 89(4B) to allow the refund of the accumulated 
input tax credits on other inputs/input services to the extent used in making the 
exports based on the pro-rata formula prescribed under sub-rule (4).  

 
We trust our request will receive a favourable consideration. 
 
With best regards, 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 
 Secretary General 
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67. Representation on Deferment of Issue of Show Cause Notices for Time - Barring 

Assessments (6th May, 2021) 

 
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance & Corporate Afffairs 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
 
Respected Madam, 
 

Deferment of Issue of Show Cause Notices for Time – Barring Assessments 
 
The country is facing unprecedented times and the covid pandemic is at its peak bringing 
sufferings to the entire society. During these troubled times, it is seen that covid – 19 has 
entered every household and is affecting the life of every citizen. The entire economic 
activity including offices and shops has been closed and the entire concentration is on the 
well being of the citizens.  
 
However, in these troubled times, the members of PHD Chambers of commerce and 
Industry are still receiving show-cause notices from Income Tax Department in respect of 
income tax cases for Assessment Year 2018-19. The last date of completion of assessments 
for Assessment Year 2018-19 was 30.04.2021. On 24.04.2021 the CBDT vide its notification 
extended the due date to 30.06.2021.  
 
In these troubled times, any show-cause notice received from the Income Tax Department is 
acting as a bullet to an already battered tax payer of the country. The time right now is to 
provide positive energy in the system and not to issue show-cause notices to the income tax 
payers. Further, as the due date of completion of assessment has been extended till 
30.06.2021 i.e. almost 2 months are pending for deadline to expire. 
 
Therefore, it is prayed that no show-cause notices / income tax notices in respect of 
assessment which are to be completed by 30.06.2021 may be issued till 31.05.2021 or such 
other period by which the situation improves, as the tax payer is not in a position to reply to 
such show-cause notices due to total paralysis of office work and also because the offices of 
the tax consultants are also closed.  
 
The fact that the due date which was set to expire on 30/4/2021 was extended on 
24.04.2021 i.e. 6 days before the date of expiry means that the work of assessment is 
almost complete and even if the same is taken up in June, 2021 it will easily be completed 
by 30.06.2021. 
 
In view of the above, you are requested to direct the concerned income tax officers not to 
issue show-cause notices in respect of Assessment Year 2018-19 and other assessments 
which are time barring on 30.06.2021 and give the necessary relief to the income tax payers 
so that they can address the medical issues of their families and close friends and relatives. 
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Also since there is a complete lockdown and the offices of the tax payer as well as the tax 
consultants are closed therefore any reply to the show-cause notices would not be possible. 
 
You are requested to kindly consider our representation with a soft heart and oblige.  
 
We trust our suggestion will be favourably considered in the interest of trade and industry. 
 
Thanking you once again, 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 
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66. Proposal for Migration of Listed Companies from Main Board to SME Exchanges (5th 
May, 2021) 
 
Dear Shri Ajay Tyagi Ji, 
 

Proposal for Migration of Listed Companies from Main Board to SME Exchanges 
 
At the outset, we, at PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry would like to congratulate 
and Thank SEBI for its excellent Regulatory and professional management of the Stock 
Markets.  
 
As you are aware that two SME Exchanges are working in India as important segments of 
the BSE and NSE Stock Exchanges viz. BSE SME established by the Bombay Stock Exchange 
and EMERGE, established by National Stock Exchange. Listing on an SME exchange gives the 
SMEs vast benefits both as compared to the companies listed on the main board and 
unlisted companies. SEBI has prescribed certain guidelines for SMEs for the purpose of 
listing which broadly prescribe that equity issues with post issue face value capital up to 
Rs.25 crores may get listed at SME Platform and Issues with post issue face value capital 
above Rs.25 crores have to necessarily list at main board of the Exchanges. The companies 
listed on the SME exchange are allowed to migrate to the Main Board as and when they 
meet the listing requirements of the Main Board and there shall be compulsory migration of 
the SMEs from the SME exchange, in case the post issue paid up capital is likely to go 
beyond Rs 25 crore limit. 
 
Certain relaxations are provided to the issuers whose securities are listed on SME exchanges 
in comparison to the listing requirements in Main Board, which inter-alia include, 
publication of financial results on “half yearly basis”, instead of “quarterly basis”, making it 
available on their website rather than publishing it, option of sending a statement 
containing the salient features of all the documents instead of sending a full Annual Report, 
no continuous requirement of minimum number of shareholders though at the time of IPO 
there needs to be a minimum of 50 investors etc. The existing eligibility norms like track 
record on profits, net worth /net tangible assets conditions etc. have been fully relaxed for 
SMEs as is the case globally. However, no compromise has been made to corporate 
governance norms. 
 
A comparative analysis of various compliance requirements for listing by Companies on SME 
Exchanges vis-à-vis the Listing on Main Board of the Exchanges is given in the annexure 1. As 
mentioned earlier, the companies listed on the SME exchanges are allowed to migrate to 
the Main Board as and when they meet the listing requirements of the Main Board and 
there is compulsory migration of the SMEs from the SME exchange, in case the post issue 
paid up capital is likely to go beyond Rs 25 crore limit.  
 
The Government of India has recently modified the definition of MSMEs vide notification 
dated 26th June, 2020, whereby the maximum limit of investment in Plant and Machinery 
has been raised from Rs.10.0 crore to Rs. 50.0 crore with the annual turnover cap of Rs. 
250.0 crore. Hence, Companies with investment in Plant and Machinery and annual 
turnover up to Rs. 50.0 crore and Rs. 250.0 crore respectively will now be classified under 
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the definition of SMEs with separate criteria for each of the segment of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). With this upward revision in the definition, many companies 
which were earlier not being classified as SMEs due to not meeting the definition criteria, 
have now become SMEs as per the revised definition. These companies need to be given the 
benefit of relaxed compliance requirement to promote not only the SME Exchanges but to 
also give some reprieve to these newly classified SMEs.  
 
It is therefore, desirable that Companies with post issue capital up to Rs. 25.0 crore which 
had earlier listed their equity shares on the Main Boards of Stock Exchanges, but have now 
become SMEs under the revised definition of MSMEs, should be allowed to migrate from 
Main Boards of the Exchanges to SME Exchanges. In addition, the companies which have 
post issue capital of more than Rs 25.0 crore and presently listed on the Main Board, but 
have now become SMEs, should also be given the option of shifting from Main Board to the 
SME Exchanges so that they can also benefit from the provisions of SME Exchanges. This 
shifting from the Main Boards to the SME Exchanges should not lead to any lengthy 
procedure for migration except SEBI making an enabling provision in rules providing the 
option to companies which have become SMEs to shift from the Main Board to the SME 
Exchange. Hence, SEBI should make enabling provisions in the rules to permit migration 
from the Main Board to SME Exchanges as per the following criteria: 
 
Automatic migration to Companies with post issue capital up to Rs. 25.0 crore which had 
earlier listed their equity shares on the Main Boards of Stock Exchanges, but have now 
become SMEs under the revised definition of MSMEs. In addition, the companies which 
have post issue capital of more than Rs 25.0 crore and presently listed on the Main Board, 
but have now become SMEs, should also be given the option of shifting from Main Board to 
the SME Exchanges so that they can also benefit from the provisions of SME Exchanges. 
 
This shifting from the Main Boards to the SME Exchanges should not lead to any lengthy 
procedure for migration except SEBI making an enabling provision in rules providing the 
option to companies which have become SMEs to shift from the Main Board to the SME 
Exchange. This will allow level playing to old and newly classified SMEs also. We hope the 
above proposal will be considered favorably in order to give impetus to the Government’s 
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan” by way of helping more and more SMEs to raise funds 
through the Stock Markets. 
 
With Best Regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 

Shri Ajay Tyagi 
Chairman, SEBI 
Head Office, SEBI Bhawan, 
Plot No. C4-A, G Block, 
Bandra Kurla Complex, Mumbai 
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65. PHDCCI suggestions to Mitigate the Daunting Impact of Second Wave of Pandemic 
Covid-19 on People, Economy, Trade & Industry (4th May, 2021) 

 
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance & Corporate Afffairs 
Government of India 
 

Respected Madam, 
 

Greetings from PHD Chamber! 
 

PHDCCI suggestions to Mitigate the Daunting Impact of Second Wave of Pandemic Covid-
19 on People, Economy, Trade & Industry 

 

PHD Chamber of Commerce & Industry appreciates the Government’s efforts of consistently 
reviewing and monitoring the situation and working arduously for better co-ordination 
between States, hospitals and suppliers of oxygen and vaccines to match the demand and 
supply in the country, given the recent surge in cases of COVID-19 pandemic. We duly 
acknowledge the measures taken by the Government to ensure the safety of citizens during 
this pandemic period.  
 

We appreciate that the Government is not going for imposition of any National Lockdown 
which may harm the economy and that the states may implement micro containment zones 
or local lockdowns to safeguard life and livelihood of the citizens as well as to regain 
confidence of migrant workers and arrest their migration to their hometown.   
 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry and its members were greatly enthused by your 
distinguished presence and sharing your valuable views and insights on measures taken by 
the government to revive the economy during the second wave of pandemic . The 
dimensions and perspectives highlighted by you made vital & valuable contribution and has 
developed confidence of the industry stakeholders  towards revival of the economy. 
 
A detailed representation prepared on the basis of various suggestions received from the 
members of the PHD Chamber is being been attached for your kind consideration, which 
include requests for extension in various timelines, financial and structural support to 
MSMEs, suggestions for working capital, extension in the IBC Moratorium period,   and 
disbursement of the pending scrips under various exports incentive schemes, among others.   
 
We trust our suggestion will be favourably considered in the interest of  trade and industry. 
 
Thanking you once again, 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 
This Representation has also been sent to: Shri Piyush Goyal,, Hon’ble Minister, Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry, Government of India, New Delhi 
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64. Seeking Government Intervention to Save Lives of the Masses (3rd May, 2021) 
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This representation has also been sent to: 
 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan 
Hon’ble Minister 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, 
Govt. Of India 
 
Dr. Guruprasad Mohapatra 
Secretary 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Govt. Of India 
 
Shri. Anup Wadhawan 
Hon’ble Minister  
Ministry of Commerce & Industry 
Govt. Of India 
 
Shri. Piyush Goyal 
Hon’ble Minister  
Ministry of Commerce & Industry 
Govt. Of India 
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63. PHD Request for exemption from GST for all Covid-19 related AYUSH medicines and 
products (3rd May, 2021)  
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62. Seeking clarification for CSR contribution towards State COVID funds or State Chief 
Minister's Relief Fund (3rd May, 2021) 

 
Shri Rajesh Verma 
Secretary 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs  
New Delhi 
 
Respected Shri Rajesh Verma Ji, 
 

Seeking clarification for CSR contribution towards State COVID funds or State Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund 

 
This is with reference to the circular released on March 23, 2020 through which it was 
notified that spending of CSR funds for COVID-19 is eligible CSR activity and Funds may be 
spent for various activities related to COVID-19 under item nos.(i) and (xii) of Schedule VII 
relating to promotion of health care, including preventive health care and sanitation and 
disaster management. Further, as per General Circular No. 21/2014 dated 18.06.2014, items 
in Schedule VII are also broad based and ready for liberal interpretation.  
 
PHDCCI received concerns from corporates who have contributed towards PM CARES fund 
besides the funds incorporated by various states such as Haryana Corona Relief Fund, Govt. 
of Haryana and Chief Minister Distress Relief Fund, Govt. of Kerala in March, 2020. However, 
MCA issued clarification through FAQs on April 11, 2020 wherein only contribution towards 
PM CARES Fund was allowed as eligible contribution for CSR purposes.  
 
We would like to highlight that contributions made by the Corporates to the local states 
where it either has project work or business establishment be considered under CSR as the 
intent of the contribution to PM CARES fund and State funds are similar in nature.  
 
In this regard, PHDCCI would like to request MCA to kindly allow such contributions as 
eligible contribution under CSR. We would be most grateful for the Ministry’s positive 
response on the above request. 
 
With best regards, 
Yours sincerely,  

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 
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61. Request for Intervention in completion of Public Consultation process of various 
projects located in Odisha- EIA Notification, 2006 and Office Orders on Public Hearing 
(1st May, 2021) 

 
The Secretary 
Ministry of Environment, Forests& Climate Change 
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,  
Jorbagh, 
New Delhi. 
 
Sub:              Request for Intervention in completion of Public Consultation process of various 

projects located in Odisha- EIA Notification, 2006 and Office Orders on Public 
Hearing. 

 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry!! 
 

At the outset PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry express sincere gratitude for the 
proactive measures being taken the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change during 
the COVID pandemic . The proactive steps taken by the ministry have been instrumental for 
industrial growth, and thus the socio-economic development of the nation. The unprecedented 
times wherein we do not have any visibility of abatement require many more steps by the policy 
makers. The industry has to survive and keep growing so that economic activity does not abate 
and in-fact grows . This is required so keep up the employment opportunities of the masses , 
else we would be staring at another survival and existential crisis. 

 

We through this representation put forward our concern on the order no. 6412/IND-II-MISC-02 
dated 18.04.2021(copy attached as Annexure-I) of the Odisha State Pollution Control Board 
(OSPCB) cancelling Public hearing of various projects citing restrictions on public gathering 
imposed by the State Government vide order No.1968/R&M(DM), dated 15.04.2021(copy 
attached as Annexure-II). OSPCB through its aforesaid order has stated that conducting public 
hearing as scheduled may increase Covid-19 infection at the public hearing venue and 
surrounding area.   
 
The aforesaid order of OSPCB has impacted ten proposals (list of these proposals attached as 
Annexure-III) of different companies whose public hearings were scheduled between 
14.04.2021 & 30.06.2021 and has now been cancelled till further orders. The decision of OSPCB 
to cancel the public hearings has effectively halted the process of grant of Environmental 
Clearance within the time stipulated under the EIA Notification, 2006.  
 
In this regard, your kind attention is invited on the following points: 
 
1. As per Para 7(III) (ii) of the EIA notification, 2006, the public consultation process comprises 

of two components viz. public hearing at the site for ascertaining concerns of local affected 
persons, and obtaining responses in writing from the other concerned persons having a 
plausible stake in the environmental aspects of the project or activity. 
 

2. As per para 7(III) (iii) of the EIA notification, 2006, the State Pollution Control Boards shall 
conduct public hearing and forward the proceedings to the regulatory authority concerned 
within 45 days of a request the effect from the applicant.  
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3. As per para 7(III) (v)of the EIA notification, 2006, owing to the local situation, if it is not 
possible to conduct the public hearing in a manner which will enable the views of the 
concerned local people to be freely expressed, the nominated authority shall report the 
facts in detail to the concerned regulatory authority, which may after due consideration of 
the report, decide that the public consultation in the case need not include the public 
hearing. 
 

4. Keeping in view the surge in cases of Covid-19, MoEF&CC vide its O.M. dated 14th 
September, 2020 issued guidelines to restrict the number of persons gathered at the time of 
public hearing and recommended to use virtual platform/ online facilities in addition to the 
physical hearing for conducting public hearing. 

 
In view of the above, the association suggests the following for kind consideration of MoEF&CC 
so that the Public consultation process for all pending cases in the Odisha is completed at the 
earliest: 
 

a) The first component of the public consultation process i.e public hearing, may be conducted 
through the use of virtual platform/online facilities.  

 

b) Alternatively, as per the para 7(III)(v) of the EIA Notification, 2006, the physical public 
hearing process may be avoided considering the notification dated 18.04.2021 of the Odisha 
State Pollution Control Board and the public consultation process be completed by the 
OSPCB, based upon the responses obtained in writing from the concerned persons. The 
written responses received by OSPCB from concerned persons having plausible stake may be 
forwarded to the project proponents for addressing their concerns and issues, and for 
preparation of final EIA report as prescribed under para 7(III) (vi) of the said notification. 

 
Sir, kindly intervene in the matter so that the public consultation process of the above proposals 
as listed is completed without further delay and the process of grant of prior Environmental 
Clearance is not halted /delayed as same would unduly delay the project implementation which 
will adversely impact  revenue generation to the  State/Nation and employment opportunities  
for the locals.   
 
Your swift and kind response will help tide over some uncertainity in an otherwise gloomy 
environment. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Dr Yogesh Srivatsav 
Assistant Secretary General 
PHDCCI 
New Delhi 
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60. India-Canada Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement - request for 
comments from stakeholders (29th April, 2021) 

 
Mr. R. Manohar Kamath 
Under Secretary (FT-NAFTA) 
Department of Commerce, 
Room No.516B, Udyog Bhavan, 
New Delhi - 110001 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
 
Greetings! 
 
This is in reference to Hon'ble CIM interaction with Secretaries of Line Ministries. Please find 
enclosed the valuable inputs received from the esteemed members on the same. The 
members have examined their respective tariff lines, shared their list of products of 
priorities for the first phase/early harvest and also list of product for second phase. We have 
also provided the comments as requested in appendix 1 & 2. 
 
With best regards, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 
 Secretary General 
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59. Appeal for generous donations for Covid relief (29th April, 2021) 
 
Dear Esteemed Member, 
 

APPEAL FOR GENEROUS DONATIONS FOR COVID RELIEF 
 
To help tackle the tremendous shortage of oxygen in NCT of Delhi, the PHD Chamber has 
decided to airlift oxygen generation plants for charitable hospitals facing oxygen shortages.  
 
Initially, PHD Chamber has arranged to airfreight two PSA Oxygen plants of 20,000 LPH. ie 
333 LPM each suitable for 50-100 oxygen beds. 
 
Cost will be approximately Rs. 32 Lakhs landed including GST for each plant. 
 
My company, Paramount Communications Ltd. is remitting approx Rs. 7.5 lakhs initial 
advance being paid.  
 
Our Former President Mr. Ashok Kajaria has generously agreed to donate the full cost of 
one plant, viz. Rs. 32 lakhs.  
 
Rotary Club of Delhi South Central have also generously agreed to bear the balance cost of 
the second plant. 
 
PHD Chamber shall keep procuring more oxygen plants as we receive more and more 
donations. 
 
Donors are requested to come forward and donate generously to PHD Family Welfare 
Foundation for this purpose which will be eligible for Income tax rebate under Section 80 G 
of Income tax rules. 
 
The details of account no and IFSC Code etc. is as under:- 
Name: PHD FAMILY WELFARE FOUNDATION 
Bank name -- Bank of India 
Account N0 -- 602210100005508 
IFSC CODE -- BKID000 6022 
Branch: Panchsheel Branch, New Delhi – 110016 
 
We appeal to all donors to donate generously for this excellent humanitarian cause. 
 
With best regards, 
 
  Your Sincerely, 
 

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 
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58. PHD Chamber's Suggestions on Extension of time limits for filings and compliances 
under Income Tax Act(27th April, 2021) 

 
Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 
Ministry of Finance 
New Delhi 
 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber! 
 
 
Extension of time limits for filings and compliances under Income Tax Act (Act) in light of 

the raging pandemic 
 
PHD Chamber greatly appreciates the swift action taken by CBDT to extend the timelines 
across various compliances under the Income Tax Act vide Press Release dated 24th April 
2021, in view of the severe Covid-19 pandemic raging unabated across the country. 
 
Some specific suggestions for extension of time limit to 31st July, 2021 or thereafter which 
have not been considered under the Press release are as under:  
 
1. Time limit for filing CIT (A) appeals against assessment orders, reassessment orders, 
penalty orders, intimation u/s 143 (1) etc, under the Act.  
2. Time limit for filing CIT (A) appeals against assessment orders under THE BLACK 
MONEY    
(UNDISCLOSED FOREIGN INCOMEAND ASSETS) AND IMPOSITION OF TAX ACT, 2015.  
3. Time for filing ITR in response to notices received u/s 148 or u/s 142; 
4. Time limit for filing stay of demand pursuant to assessment orders etc.  
5. Time limit for filing Penalty replies.  
6. Time limit for filing rectification applications. 
7. Time to file appeals before ITAT against CIT(A) orders, 263 orders etc. 
8. Time to file objections before DRP against draft order u/s 144C (where TP additions 
or international tax additions are proposed) 
9. Time limit for filing response against intimation u/s 143(1)(a). 
10. Time limit for filing of SFT return for which due date is 31st May. 
11. Time limit for deposit of TDS for March for which due date is 30th April, 2021. 
12. Time limit for filing TDS& TCS Returns for 4th quarter for which due date is 31st May.  
13. Issuance of TDS certificate in Form 16 to salaried employees 
14. Making various investments /payment/acquisition/purchase/ deposit/ construction 
for capital gain benefits under section 54 to 54GB where time limit for making such 
investment etc. was expiring anytime between April 2021 till 30th June 2021. 
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It is suggested that to avoid loss and hardships to citizens, all matters pertaining to filings 
and compliances under the Act, for which time barring dates are falling between 15th April 
2021 and 30th June 2021 may kindly be extended to 31st July 2021 or thereafter.  
 
We trust our suggestions and inputs will be favorably considered. 
 
With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 Secretary General 
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57. Request Support for Pet Food Supplies (26th April, 2021) 
 
To, 
Dr. O.P Chaudhary  
Joint Secretary (National Livestock Mission) 
Dept of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, 
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying 
Krishi Bhawan, 
New Delhi – 110011 
 
 
Respected Sir, 
 

Request Support for Pet Food Supplies 
 
As you may be aware due to on-going control and containment of COVID-19 pandemic many 
States have gone for partial/complete lock down to stop spreading of virus.  
 
I would like to draw your kind attention that feed and fodder for large animals and food for 
companion and stray animals is an essential service and may be kept operational during 
lockdowns. District Administration may, if need be, allot specific time during the morning 
and evening hours of individuals/volunteers to provide food and water for street animals 
and birds. This is a valuable service consistently provided by compassionate individuals and 
the absence of it may cause a large number of animals and birds to suffer and die and 
carcasses of the dead animals and birds may further spread different diseases amongst 
community which will be difficult to control.  
 
It is requested to kindly issue necessary direction to all concerned authorities to create 
awareness amongst the public to take care of stray animals during the lockdown due to 
COVID-19. The law enforcement authorities may also be directed to see that the animals 
and birds do not suffer due to hunger. A copy of the direction issued in this regard may also 
be forwarded to the Chamber for information.  
Kindly treat the matter as MOST URGENT. 
With best regards, 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 
 Secretary General 
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56. PHD Request for maintaining Status Quo on Working Hours of Banks (26th April, 2021) 
 
Shri Debasish Panda 
Secretary (Financial Services) 
Department of Financial Services 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
 
Respected Sir, 
 

Status Quo on Working Hours of Banks 
 
We wish to bring to your kind attention an advisory issued by Indian Banks Association (IBA) 
asking banks to restrict working hours between 10 am to 2 pm, in view of the rising Covid 
cases across India. It has been reported that banks have been asked to consider steps like 
reducing working hours, work from home and continuation of only essential services. 
 
It may be highlighted that the industry is already passing through a very difficult phase and 
needs hand-holding from banking sector. With the closure of banks, the credit availability 
will be hampered and the already struggling MSMEs will face the risk of being paralyzed.  
 
As you are aware, the lack of working capital so far has constrained many of the shuttered, 
marginally functioning, and surviving MSMEs from returning to their full economic potential. 
The plethora of reform measures undertaken by the government to support trade and 
industry in the difficult pandemic need continued support from the banking operations for 
the far-reaching effect of reform measures.   
 
The consumers across industries need liquidity in the market to pass through these difficult 
times and banks provide the much needed oxygen, in the form of liquidity to the struggling 
industries. 
 
Further, there are lot of small towns where people que up to meet their daily banking 
needs. Restricting the banking hours will create a panic in these small areas leading to 
crowding during the 10 am – 2 pm window and put pressure on the existing resources. 
 
It is therefore suggested that status quo may be maintained on the working hours of banks.  
 
We trust our suggestion will be favorably considered in the interest of industry. 
 
With best regards, 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 Secretary General 
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55. PHDCCI Representation Letter to DAHDF on "Pet Food and Ingredients Import to India" 
(26th April, 2021) 

 
To, 
Shri O.P. Chaudhary  
Joint Secretary (National Livestock Mission) 
Dept. of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, 
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying 
Krishi Bhawan, 
New Delhi – 110011 
 
 
Subject: Request to notify the Draft Animal Health Certificate which will ease Import of Pet 
food (Dog & Cat) & Animal Origin Ingredients into India acknowledging Heat treatment 
(70°C for 30 min) as inactivation step which eliminates risk of Avian influenza basis OIE 
guidance (World Organization for Animal Health). 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
We are indeed thankful to you for gracing the Webinar on “Pet Food Industry- Unleashing 
Opportunities and Key challenges”, on 16th April 2021 organised by the PHD CHAMBER. The 
Webinar witnessed presentations by both global players and the domestic manufacturers of 
cat and dog foods. The objective was to generate awareness about the opportunities in the 
eco system for the start Ups, and existing meat and poultry as also grain processing industry 
in the wake of surge in pet adoption rate and demand for processed pet food for cats and 
dogs. 
 
As you would recall, a number of issues were flagged during the discussion which related to 
lack of level playing field, high rates of taxation, lack of single window and product 
standards for the sector. A White paper on the sector is under preparation and shall be 
shared with your kind office shortly.  
 
However a pertinent issue highlighted during the session related to challenges faced in the 
import of pet food and animal origin ingredients due to revision of Animal Health Certificate 
conditions as part of Notification which is yet not notified. 
 
Status for import of Pet food (Dog & Cat) & Ingredients of Animal Origin into India 
 
1. Mandatory requirement of “Animal Health Certificate” from source country, as per 
Schedule I of Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries notification no. 
S.O.1086(E), dated 2nd May 2008 vide “Pet Food Products of Animal Origin (Import into 
India) Order, 2008.  
 
2. A certificate that the Pet food “Originates from the birds/ pigs from an establishment 
which is outside 25 kms radius of any Avian Influenza (AI) infected area”. 
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3. Delay in notifying the Draft veterinary health certificate for dog and cat food 
(containing animal origin material) imports, dated October 26, 2015,by Department of 
Animal Husbandry, Dairying, and Fisheries, Government of India, removing  the earlier 
requirement that a processing facility needed to be located outside 25 km radius from an 
avian influenza infected area and introducing some new text and requirements in 
comparison to the earlier protocol. (For example, the draft certificate specifically requires 
imported pet food to be manufactured from certain animal meat/products and specifies 
that ingredients cannot include animal meat that is prohibited under any Indian law. Other 
modifications or additions include new heat treatment processing guidelines, specifying the 
ports that can accept imported pet food, new testing requirements for sulphite reduced 
clostridium for canned and moist pet food, and manufacturer/exporter declarations.).  
 
The draft certificate is a welcome step backed with scientific rationales by DAHDF, but it has 
not been formally notified as yet for implementation/adoption. 
 
Concern 
 
India needs a huge amount of food for its 2.5 crore pet dogs and 4.5 million cats. In the 
absence of sufficient capacity of Indian industry to manufacture and cater to the growing 
demand (@20%) of pet food, the pet parents/ owners are dependent on imported food and 
ingredients. The supply of imported pet food is drying up due to the present condition of 
25km radius exclusivity of manufacturing facility.  
 
Dog owners in India consider many factors when purchasing dog food, including storage, 
buying in bulk versus buying smaller packages, shelf life, lifecycle needs and dietary needs. 
Dry dog food emerged as a clear solution, since it can be stored in a dry place at room 
temperature, lasts longer than wet dog food and can be bought in bulk, unlike wet dog food, 
which tends to come in smaller packages in India. According to industry experts, the total 
manufactured pet food market is Rs 2,500 crore of which less than 10 per cent is supplied 
domestically indicative of huge potential for investment and employment creation as also 
by product utilisation and thus saving food loss and prevent pollution from meat and poultry 
industry. Sir, in the event of a surge in demand for pet food pushing up the pet food sales by 
20 percent in 2020 and the demand trend like to maintain the momentum, there is need to 
promote the domestic pet food processing by taking policy steps to allow imports of 
ingredients (of animal origin) which will also push domestic manufacturing and also 
encourage exports to neighbouring countries. Taking a cue from the potential, many 
established companies are planning to introduce more new products to cater to the 
burgeoning pet segment in India.  
 
Unfortunately, restrictive policy conditions have put a complete freeze on imports of pet 
food and ingredients especially from countries like Belgium, France, Austria, which are 
major producer of pet food and have experienced an early outbreak of avian influenza in 
some parts of their country. 
 
Most of the pet food and ingredient importers, dependent on supplies from France, Austria, 
Belgium have run out of inventory, and are unable to cater to the demand of the market 
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and ultimately cats & dogs are deprived of the food which is fundamental need for their 
health & well being.  
 
Request 
 
In this context, we wish to submit that the draft Animal Health Certificate be notified at the 
earliest to ease imports, with stringent conditions for ensuring compliance and quality 
testing and certifications in relation to heat treatment to ensure that the virus is 
inactivated& eliminates risk associated to avian influenza and restriction on import of 
ingredients of animal origin that are not allowed as per Indian law. 
 
Supporting documents  
 
1. Action Plan for Prevention, Control & Containment of Avian Influenza (Revised – 
2021), published by the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of 
India, (copy attached) and  
 
2. FSSAI – Guidance Note - Safe handling, processing & consumption of poultry meat 
and eggs during bird flu outbreak.  
 
These two documents clearly state that “poultry meat cooked at more than 
70ºCtemperatures for 30 minutes inactivates the virus and it is absolutely safe to consume 
properly cooked poultry meat and eggs” (page no.38) and “Proper cooking inactivates the 
virus present inside the meat and eggs. Poultry meat and eggs from areas with outbreaks in 
poultry should not be consumed raw or partially cooked. However, to date, no evidence 
indicates that anyone has become infected following the consumption of properly cooked 
poultry or poultry products, even if these foods were contaminated with the avian influenza 
virus.” 
 
3. News Release by WHO also states as under:  
“Cooking of poultry meat (e.g. chicken, ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea-fowl) at or above 
70°Celsius throughout the product, so that absolutely no meat remains raw and red, is a 
safe measure to kill the H5N1 virus in areas with outbreaks in poultry, FAO/WHO said. This 
ensures that there is no active virus remaining if the live bird has been infected and has 
mistakenly entered the food chain. To date, there is no epidemiological evidence that 
people have become infected after eating contaminated poultry meat that has been 
properly cooked.”https://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2005/pr66/en/ 
 
In view of the foregoing, it is established that properly cooked poultry meat, pork and 
ingredients of animal origin pose absolutely no health risks to humans. The New Veterinary 
Health Certificate will only reaffirm that there is control on instances of infection spreading 
to humans.  
 
We therefore request you to kindly consider our request to allow import of pet-food (Dog & 
Cat) &permissible Animal Origin Ingredients as per Indian law, which have been cooked at a 
temperature not less than 70 °C for 30 minas inactivation step which eliminates risk of Avian 
influenza irrespective of the country of origin, basis OIE guidance. 
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We will be happy to share any additional information that you may require on the subject 
and also make a presentation in person or virtually as advised. 
 
With best regards, 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 Secretary General 
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54. Logistics workers to be at par with Frontline Workers (23rd April, 2021) 
 
Shri Pradeep Singh Kharola 
Secretary 
Ministry of Civil Aviation 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
 
Respected Sir, 
Greetings! 

Logistics Workers to be at par with Frontline Workers 
 
At the outset, we would like to appreciate the initiatives taken by government in the last 
one year for the frontline workers in this pandemic covid-19. The PHD Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry would like to request you to recognise the cargo logistics service as 
“frontline workers” and to provide the COVID vaccination to them on priority. It is pertinent 
to mention here that, as Logistics falls under “essential services”, our members and their 
employees have worked continuously and tirelessly during the lockdown period to ensure 
that our EXIM industry’s function remains unhindered even in the global pandemic crisis.  
 
Facilitation from our fraternity has been upfront from the very beginning. The logistic 
workers handling cargo at various Terminals have braved to handle and deliver medicines 
and other perishable items successfully in a timely manner in spite of the various state-wise 
stringent rules and regulations during the lockdown period. This also caused immense 
threat to their lives due to the prevailing COVID19 situation.  
 
Nevertheless, the EXIM industry has also lost many workers due to COVID while discharging 
their duties for the nation. By providing support to the “Lifeline Udan” initiatives of MOCA 
for movement of medical and essential supplies across the country and beyond, the logistic 
workers ensured that our country’s Doctors, Paramedics and frontline COVID warriors 
receive their necessary protective gears to serve the nation in this most challenging times. 
Moreover, the cargo sector is now handling vaccines through various airports. 
 
In view of the above, it is our humble request to consider the logistics workers as frontline 
warriors and to be recognised by your Ministry and Government of India as “Frontline 
Workers“. The logistics workers too should be given the same status and treated at par with 
the COVID frontline workers and should be accorded to have access to COVID19 vaccine on 
priority.  
 
We trust our submission will be considered by the ministry of civil aviation for immediate 
and favourable action. 
With best regards,  

    Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 Secretary General 
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53. Extension of deadline for RBI Circular Dated 6th August 2020 on Resolution 
Framework for COVID-19 related Stress (23rd April, 2021) 

 
 
Shri Debasish Panda 
Secretary (Financial Services) 
Department of Financial Services 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
 
Extension of deadline for RBI Circular Dated 6th August 2020 on Resolution Framework for 

COVID-19 related Stress 
 
We wish to bring to your kind attention challenges being faced by various sectors 
particularly infrastructure sector/ PPP projects to meet their operational & investment 
funding needs.  
 
As you are acutely aware, economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic in India has been 
disruptive with Indian economy contracting by 7.7%, the worst since independence. RBI has 
put in all efforts to provide liquidity & easing financial hardships to lessen the impact of 
COVID-19 which showed in economy rebounding with a slight growth in Q3 FY21.   
 
Last year more than 53% of businesses had high impact of Pandemic leading to loss of 
employment. Few sectors such as Hospitality, Aviation, Transportation, Tourism, etc. found 
their businesses unsustainable and small & medium businesses in such sectors have closed 
shop. Businesses in MSME sector faced maximum heat due to reduction of their revenue by 
20-50%, liquidity crunch, supply chain disruptions & loss of available workforce leading to 
many of them closing down intermittently or permanently. The Indian travel & tourism 
industry is likely to lose around INR 5 Lakh Cr. across the entire value chain with many 
specific entities like Airports losing 90% of their operating profits. Delay in payment from 
consumers especially Government agencies have also increased stress for businesses e.g. 
despite Government of India releasing funds to State DISCOMS under Aatamnirbhar Bharat 
schemes, Power Producers have seen their overdue amount climbing by 22% to INR 90,026 
Cr. in Feb’21 from year ago period. The lack of funds has led to curtailment of operations & 
fresh investments by businesses resulting in loss of millions of jobs. As per CMIE estimates, 
more than 14 Cr. jobs were lost during the lockdown resulting in loss of household income & 
lowering of consumer sentiment which is essential in recovery of consumption driven Indian 
economy.   
 
With vaccination started and the covid surge contained, industry was looking forward to a 
slow but sustained recovery. The 2nd wave of Covid-19, has dashed all such hopes for now. 
The pain, it seems will continue much longer and the recovery delayed further. As per 
Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT), preventive measures including curtailment of 
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business hours & curfews over last week has already led to loss of 30% business activities in 
retail markets. Curtailed business activities & localised lockdowns will have a debilitating 
impact on the economic recovery.  
 
Many countries have extended reliefs to specific sectors like low cost funds, reimbursement 
of staff salaries, waiver on taxes, etc. While Indian government has focused on saving lives, 
saving livelihood has yet to get appropriate concern; as GoI has yet to provide any sector 
specific relief for worst affected sectors due to resultant lockdowns. With loss of avenues 
for raising finances or taxes, the available options for government has become limited. 
Hence, it is pragmatic to extend the reliefs to counter the 2nd wave of pandemic, which 
were already in force last year. 
 
RBI in its 6th August’20 circular on Resolution Framework for COVID-19-related Stress had 
allowed acceptance of resolution plans for restructuring of companies without being 
classified as NPAs up to December’20. In view of 2nd wave of COVID-19, business entities 
and their holding companies are now facing stress beyond the level they can cope. Hence, a 
consideration to extend validity of said provisions of RBI’s circular dated 6-8-20 till 31-12-21 
will go long way to meet challenges besides helping banks; by not treating such stressed 
assets as NPA arising out of reasons beyond the control of business entities. Hence, you are 
requested to consider providing a similar window of opportunity until Dec’21 for companies 
seeking one-time restructuring & to permit bilateral restructuring without insisting for Inter 
Creditor Agreement & escrow mechanism. 
 
We trust our suggestion will be favorably considered in the interest of industry. 
 
With best regards, 
 

      Yours sincerely,   

 
   (Saurabh Sanyal) 

 
This representation has also been sent to: 
Shri Shaktikanta Das 
Governor 
Reserve Bank of India 
18th Floor, Central Office Building 
Shahid Bhagat Singh Road 
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52.Request for extension of due dates for compliances under Income Tax Act (23rd April, 
2021) 

 
Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 
Ministry of Finance, North Block  
New Delhi 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber! 
 
We wish to bring to your kind attention an issue being faced by the members of trade & 
industry due to the upsurge in Covid cases in India.  
 
As you are aware, in the last 20 days, the number of covid cases in India has increased 
exponentially. Due to this the offices of the income tax payer and tax consultants have been 
deeply affected and there is complete paralysis of work. Further from 19th April, 2021 to 
26th April 2021 complete lockdown has been declared in many cities including Delhi. Due to 
the above reasons the offices are not functioning and compliances with provisions of the 
Income Tax Act is not possible. 
 
In view of the above, the extension of following dates is requested to provide some relief to 
the assess:- 
 
1. Extension of time limit for completion of scrutiny assessment for Assessment Year 
2018-19. 
 
The last date for passing of order u/s 143(3) for scrutiny cases for Assessment Year 2018-19 
is 30th April, 2021. In many cases the Income Tax Department has issued show cause notice 
but due to closure of office of the tax payer as well as tax consultants it is not possible to 
comply with the show cause notice. In the absence of furnishing of reply the tax officer may 
pass order ex-parte against the assessee. In view of the above it is prayed that the due date 
for completion of assessment is extended till 31st May, 2021 so that no hardships is caused 
to the tax payer.  
 
2. Extension in due date for deposit of TDS 
 
The Due date for deposit of TDS for the month of March 2021 is 30th April 2021. In the 
month of March all the provisions for expenses are made and as the office of the tax payer 
have been badly affected / closed  in the month of April 2021, therefore, it is not possible to 
deposit the TDS by 30.04.2021 in most of the cases. As a result, it is prayed that due date for 
deposit of TDS for the month of March shall be extended till 31st May, 2021 without 
charging any interest whatsoever.  
 
3. Extension of due date of filing TDS Return for 4th Qtr. Of F.Y. 2020-21. 
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As it is not possible for the assessee to deposit TDS by 30th April, 2021 and it is prayed that 
the date may by extended by one month therefore the due date for filing of TDS return 
which is 31st May, 2021 shall also be extended by atleast one month period.  
 
4. Extension of Due date for payment under Vivad se Vishwas Scheme.  
 
The CBDT in February 2021 had extended the due date of filing application under Vivad se 
Vishwas Scheme to 31st March, 2021 and also extended the due date of payment of tax 
under Vivad se Vishwas Scheme to 30th April, 2021 without levy of any extra tax. However, 
as the entire month of April, 2021 has been made ineffective due to covid pandemic 
therefore you are requested to extend the due date of payment of tax under vivad se 
vishwas scheme by a period of 2 months to enable the assessee to make payment of tax.  
 
We trust our suggestions and inputs will be favorably considered in the interest of industry. 
 
Thanking You, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
(Sanjay Aggarwal) 
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51. PHDCCI recommendation on Decriminalization of offences under the legal Metrology 
Act, 2009 (20th April 2021) 
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50. Representation on the Draft Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021 
(20th April, 2021) 

 

Shri C.K. Mishra 
Secretary 
Forest and Climate Change  
Ministry of Environment 
Government of India 

 
Respected Sir,  

Greetings! 

Representation on the Draft Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021 

At the outset, we would like to appreciate the initiatives taken by the environment ministry 

to protect and promote India as green economy. The PHD Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, would like to submit that the proposed amendment of Addition of Rule 4(3) to the 

Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 (“Original Rules”) should be uniformly applicable to 

all products which use “single-use plastic” for packaging, with effect from 1 July 2025, to 

enable adequate time for industries to shift to viable alternate materials. Provided, 

however, if the Government is of the opinion that alternative packaging solution is not 

available for the industry to switchover, then the Government shall consider extending the 

timeline till suitable alternative solutions are found. 

Please find enclosed the detailed suggestions prepared by PHD Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry for your kind consideration.  

In view of the above, it is our humble request to consider the suggestions on the Draft 

Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021 by the Ministry of Environment, 

Government of India. We trust our submission will be considered by the Government for 

immediate and favorable action. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

Secretary General 
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49. Recommendations from PHDCCI (19th April 2021) 
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48. Request to address the Economic Conclave (virtual) as Guest of Honour in Technical 

Session 1: Stimulating Sustainable Growth and US$ 5 Trillion Economy from 10.55 AM 

to 11.40 AM on 5th May 2021 (16th April, 2021)  

Dr. Abhijit Banerjee 
Ford Foundation International Professor of Economics 
MIT Department of Economics - The Morris and Sophie Chang Building  
50 Memorial Drive 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings! 
 
Subject: Request to address the Economic Conclave (virtual) as Guest of Honour in Technical 
Session 1: Stimulating Sustainable Growth and US$ 5 Trillion Economy from 10.55 AM to 
11.40 AM on 5th May 2021 
 
India’s fight against COVID-19 has brought about a renewed focus on AatmaNirbhar Bharat. 
Keeping in mind the situation created by the pandemic COVID-19, it has become important 
for India to have a strong backbone in manufacturing. This calls for an increased focus on 
building domestic capacities and capabilities to fulfill domestic demand with indigenous 
production as well as to increase our presence in global markets particularly in our top 
export destinations. Thus, COVID-19 offers an opportunity to revisit the ease of doing 
business and competitiveness of Indian economy, industry and manufacturing. 
 
In the current dynamic times amid COVID-19, noticeable changes are being witnessed in the 
global supply-chains. This is the most opportune time for India to focus on capturing a 
significant share in the world economic system. At this juncture, as various foreign 
companies are looking at India for investments, there is a need to sustain the momentum of 
implementing reforms both at the Centre and State levels. Further, offering a red carpet to 
foreign investors and companies by providing the most favourable terms for setting up 
manufacturing bases in our country is crucial to make India one of the best destinations to 
do business. 
 
These measures have indispensible role to play in achieving goal set by our Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji of a USD 5 trillion economy and AatmaNirbhar Bharat. 
 
At this backdrop, PHD Chamber of Commerce & Industry is organizing its 3rd Economic 
Conclave: “Ease of Doing Business for AatmaNirbhar Bharat, Sustainable Economic Growth 
and a US$ 5 Trillion Economy” on Wednesday, 5th May 2021 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
The objective of the Conclave is to deliberate on the significant role of ease of doing 
business for AatmaNirbhar Bharat, sustainable economic growth and a US$ 5 trillion 
economy and gather suggestions for the effective way forward. 
 
Sir, you are a great visionary and a thought leader and well known for your astute thought 
process, we request you to kindly grace the occasion as Guest of Honour and share your 
perspective in our 3rd Economic Conclave in the Technical Session 1: Stimulating Sustainable 
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Growth and US$ 5 Trillion Economy from 10.55 AM to 11.40 AM. Your insightful articulation 
and suggestions on the said subject would help in addressing the impediments faced by the 
Indian economy thereby taking the economic growth trajectory to the greater heights in the 
coming times.  
 
We have invited Shri Anurag Singh Thakur ji, Hon’ble Minister of State, Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India, as our Chief Guest for the Inaugural Session of the 3rd Economic 
Conclave.  
 
The agenda of the Conclave would focus majorly on deliberations on the following points:   
 
•Impediments and imperatives to the growth prospects of Indian economy.  
•Enhancing ease of doing business in the country to attract foreign investments and provide 
a considerable boost to the domestic businesses. 
•Thrust to the growth promising sectors of the Indian economy and special focus on cross 
border trade and investments. 
•To make India an essential part of global supply chains, along with focus on localization, 
capacity building more indigenous production to create surpluses for exports.  
•Attaining a sustainable economic growth trajectory. 
•Road ahead for Indian economy- Suggestions to stimulate economic growth and attain the 
goal of AatmaNirbhar Bharat and USD 5 trillion economy in the coming times. 
 
More than 200 delegates including members of PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
and industry stakeholders from various segments of trade and industry along with 
academicians are expected to participate in the conclave. 
 
We would be sharing the draft minute to minute schedule of the 3rd Economic Conclave 
shortly.Looking forward to your favourable response! 
 
With best regards,  
 Yours sincerely, 

 

(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 Secretary General 
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47. Objections/Suggestions to ‘Green Development Area Policy’ dated 24th February 2021 

(9th April, 2021) 
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46. Suggestions for the Haryana State Employment of Local Candidate Act. 2020 (8th April, 

2021)  

Shri Manohar Lal 
Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Government of Haryana 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings! 
 

Suggestions for the Haryana State Employment of Local Candidate Act. 2020 
 
At the outset, PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry would like to thank you for calling a 
virtual meeting with the leading Industry Bodies and Industrial Business Houses in Haryana 
on 25th March 2021. 
 
PHD Chamber had submitted a representation on the subject, Reservation for Employment 
in Haryana, on 6th March 2021, suggesting that the implementation of the said legislation 
just when industrial and business activities are resuming after the COVID pandemic can 
result in exodus of investors from the Haryana, along with perpetuating economic 
fragmentation and adversely impacting the labour market. (Representation is enclosed for 
your ready reference) 
 
Going ahead, PHD Chamber would like to suggest the following measures for your kind 
consideration before notification of the Act and in the Rules to be framed under the Act – 
 
•As indicated by yourself, PHD Chamber would be eagerly awaiting the draft rules for public 
suggestions. 
 
•The implementation of the Act should be delayed for technical personnel including but not 
limited to the IT / ITES Industries, Automobiles, Chemicals, Exports, Hospital, Hospitality, 
Retail and such area where availability of the required skills is inadequate within the State of 
Haryana. 
 
•In order to ensure that adequate skilling takes place in the state of Haryana, it could be 
mandatory for such industries to induct a small percentage of their new employment 
towards apprenticeship and training of the Haryana youth. 
 
•To reduce the threshold salary level of Rs. 50,000/‐ p.m to Rs. 15,000/‐ p.m. This should be 
total cost to the company of the employees and not basic salary. This threshold can be 
increased marginally every year as and when the skill development takes place in the State. 
 
•The starting reservation should be not more than 20 – 25% which should be enhanced over 
the next decade, as and when the skill development of relevant technical & specialized 
areas takes place. 
 



 

201 

 

•The criteria of domicile should include the employees who are living and working in the 
State for the last 3 years as they have been contributing to the economic and 
socio‐economic ecosystem and development of the State. 
 
•Renewal of contracts of contractual employees should be outside the purview of this Act.  
 
•Special Economic Zones should also be exempted from this Act. 
 
We look forward to your kind consideration of the suggested measures so that the 
Industries and Business Houses in Haryana State can prosper, continue to have an edge in 
competition compared to the other states in the country and there is further improvement 
in the ease of doing business. 
 
We trust our submission will be considered for immediate and favorable action. 
 
With best regards, 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Sanjay Aggarwal ) 
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45.Notices issued on directions of the monitoring committee may be treated as 

withdrawn (6th April, 2021) 
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44. Kamath Committee Report on Resolution framework for Covid 19 Stressed accounts in 

26 sectors Issues and Challenges (6th April, 2021) 

Mr. K Rajeswara Rao 
Senior Advisor 
EAC to PM  
 
Dear Sir,  
 
Greetings! 
 
This in reference to the telephonic conversation with Shri Ratan P Watal, Member 
Secretary, Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC to PM) regarding the 
Kamath Committee Report on Resolution framework for Covid 19 Stressed accounts in 26 
sectors and issues connected with its recommendations and implementation. 
 
To carry the task forward the PHD Chambers of Commerce and Industry after getting the 
input from its members has prepared a brief note about the issues that our members would 
like to raise regarding the resolution process and its implementation.  
 
Please find enclosed the representation prepared by the PHD Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry on the same on the basis of inputs received from its members. 
 
With best regards, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 
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43. The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2021 (26th 
March, 2021) 

 

 
Dr. Yogesh Srivastav 
Assistant Secretary General 

 
 

26 March 2021 
 
Respected Sir, 
 

Subject: The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 
2021 

 
Re:  Definition of illegal mining and past clarifications sought by us on the same 

vide our representations dated 4 March 2021 
 

As you may be aware that PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has 
been working as a catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and 
entrepreneurship for the past 116 years. It is a forward looking, proactive and 
dynamic pan-India apex organization. As a partner in progress with industry and 
government, PHDCCI with a special focus on MSMEs’ works at the grass roots level, 
with strong national and international linkages for propelling progress, harmony and 
integrated development of the Indian economy.  We are committed to support the 
Government of India in building an Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
 
We had represented before your good office that the existing wide interpretation of 
Section 21(5) of the MMDR Act pertaining to illegal mining needs clarification. It was 
submitted that an anomalous interpretation by any State government would lead to 
avoidable litigation and stress for the mining industry. Our earlier submissions to the 
ministry are attached as Annexure-1. 
 
We wish to thank your good office for considering our representation and to have 
brought in amendment to S.21 (5) clarifying the term “Illegal Mining”. The said 
amendment states that “On and from the date of commencement of the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2021, the expression 
“raising, transporting or causing to raise or transport any mineral without any lawful 
authority” occurring in this section, shall mean raising, transportation or causing to 
raise or transport any mineral by a person without prospecting license, mining lease 
or composite license or in contravention of the rules made under section 23C.” 
 
Similar definition is provided for in under Rule 2(c) of The Minerals (Other than 
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Atomic and Hydro Carbons Minerals) Concession Rules,2016.  
 
In view of the recent amendment, we believe that the S. 21(5) had the same meaning 
since 2012, and it has been accepted that the Hon’ble Supreme court's judgment in 
W.P.(C) 114 of 2014 (Common Cause vs Union of India), which was delivered on 
02.08.2017, was only applicable to a period prior to 2012. The judgment in this 
regard had clearly stated that “the simple reason for not accepting this interpretation 
is that Rule 2(ii-a) of the MCR was inserted by a notification dated 26th July 2012 
while we are concerned with an earlier period.” This was because prior to 2012 there 
existed no definition for the term “illegal Mining”.  
 
Sir, in light of the above, we once again request that the Mining Ministry, which is the 
custodian of the MMDR Act and rules made thereunder to clarify the applicability of 
S.21(5) and also the definition of Illegal mining for the period 2012-2021 i.e. after the 
definition of illegal mining was introduced in The Minerals (Other than Atomic and 
Hydro Carbons Minerals) Concession Rules and before the the Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2021. 
 
We would be grateful for an early response. 
 
Best Regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Dr. Yogesh Srivastav) 

Shri Prahlad Joshi 
Hon’ble Minister of Mines 
Ministry of Mines 
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 
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42. Request for correction in Eligibility Criteria in the tender for Submarine Cable 

Connectivity from Mainland India to Lakshadweep Islands (26th March, 2021) 

 

ShriAnshuPrakash 

Chairman DCC & Secretary – Telecom  

Department of Telecommunications  

Ministry of Communications 

 

Request for correction in Eligibility Criteria in the tender for Submarine Cable 

Connectivity from Mainland India to Lakshadweep Islands 

 

Tender No. MM/ILD/KLI/T-701/2021, Dated: 10/03/2021 
 

Respected ShriAnshuPrakashJi, 
 
PHDCCI would like to bring your kind attention towards the eligibility criteria of the 
tender document which we believe are restricting fair and wider participation.  
 
1. Turnover:  
As per CVC guidelines the average turnover of the project should Rs 234 Crores in 
last three year i.e. cumulative Rs.702 Crores and not Rs.1400 Crores as per tender 
condition. 
 
2. Past Experience: 
a. The experience criteria of clause No. 4.3 and 4.4 (a) and (b) are also not as per 

the CVC guidelines and should be as following. 
 
i. Three similar completed works costing not less than the amount equal to 

40% of the estimated cost which is either for 746 Kms or of 318 Crores or 
ii. Two similar completed works costing not less than the amount equal to 50% 

of the estimated cost or which is either for 933 Kms or of 397 Crores 
iii. One similar completed work costing not less than the amount equal to 80% 

of the estimated cost 1492 Kms or of 635 Crores 
 
b. We would also like emphasize that as the Repeatered segment of the project is a 

minor percentage of the project and has been added even after dissent from PSA 
& NITI Aayog, to restrict competition, therefore for fair competition, its 
experience as eligibility criteria should be removed from the tender condition. 

 
c. As per ITU Standards Submarine cables are laid freely on seabed beyond 1000 
metres of water depth and thus required no special capabilities, depth experience 
requirement of 3000 metres only results in restricting prospective capable bidders. 
For fair competition, please keep the depth experience at 1000 meters. 
 
3. Binding OEM in consortium 
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a. OEMs should be allowed to participate in Project through Manufacturers 
Association Form (MAF) as done in all other BSNL/BBNL/TCIL/DoT projects. 
b. Binding OEM in consortium, when all other BSNL tenders require MAF will 
increase the cost of the project and will restrict companies to bid. 
 
4. AtmaNirbhar Bharat, DPIIT Policies 
a. This Tender is not in line with the Department of Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) Policies which states “it is the policy of the Government to 
encouragement Make in India and promote manufacturing and production of goods 
and services in India” since tender conditions require eligibility conditions which no 
Indian company can meet and thus goes against the stated policy of our Respected 
Prime Minister Sh. NarenderModiJi on AtmaNirbhar Bharat. 
b. The tender mentions in every eligibility clause “repeatered cables” but the BOQ 
and Price Schedule does not mention any differentiation between repeatered and 
un-repeatered cables.   
 
PHDCCI believes that AtmaNirbhar Bharat, DPIIT &CVC guidelines must be adhered 
to in the tender for a fair, wider, and transparent participation.  
 
With best regards, 

 
Yours sincerely, 

         
     

  
(SaurabhSanyal) 

          Secretary General 
 

This representation has also been sent to: 
Shri P K Purwar 
Chairman &Managing Director 
Bharat SancharNigam Limited 
Ms. Nidhi Arora - Consultant – Legal - NITI Aayog 
Mr. Amitabh Kant – CEO – Niti Aayog 
Mr. Kamal Bhagat – DDG (II) USOF 
Ms. Shivalini Sinha – Executive Director – TCIL 
Mr. Vineet Saxena – PGM (ILD) & Submarine – BSNL 
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41. Repealing the Introduction of Franchisee Fee in Draft Excise Policy 2021-22 (24th 

March, 2021) 
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40. Delayed payment provisions and Strengthening of MSE Facilitation Councils (23rd 

March, 2021) 
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39. Representation to Fast tracking of Patents and Trade Marks Registrations (23rd March, 

2021) 

Shri RajendraRatnoo, IAS 
Controller General of Patents, Designs & Trademarks 
Joint Secretary 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry 
 

Fast tracking of Patents and Trade Marks Registrations 
 
Dear ShriRatnooJi, 
 
At the outset, we would like to congratulate you for bringing in tremendous improvement in 
the registration process and fast tracking of new trademark applications without statutory 
objections and third party oppositions. The process of registration has substantially 
improved with the shortest possible time being taken in the registrations of new 
trademarks. 
 
However, based on the feedback received from members who are concerned with the 
registration and protection of the Intellectual Property Rights, we would like to submit the 
following issues for your attention & consideration. 
 
1. In the applications for registration of Trade Marks where some opposition orobjections 
are raised, such cases are not taken up promptly by the department.Many such cases of 
registrations with opposition by some parties are pending foraction and disposal. 
 
2. With the onset of the Pandemic, like other courts, the Registry offices too hadsuspended 
physical hearings. Earlier this year, however, the Registry offices beganphysical hearings. 
But, these hearings were unfortunately only of new trademarkapplications and old cases 
with objections having remained pending. 
 
3. The Registry offices are even presently not hearing any contested oppositionmatters. 
This, despite the fact that almost all courts in India have resumed normalhearings. The delay 
in disposal of the matters is greatly hampering the interest of ourmembers and industry in 
general who are naturally discouraged from furtherinvesting in their businesses without 
registration of their Trademarks.We therefore, request you to kindly look into the 
aforementioned issues and issuenecessary directions so that the contested matters and 
matters that have been pendingfor a long time are taken up on priority basis. 
With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

      

(SaurabhSanyal) 

          Secretary General 
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38. Request for One Nation, One Electricity Tariff for Industries (18th March) 
 
Shri R K Singh 
Hon’ble Minister of State (IC) of 
Power and New & Renewable Energy 
Shram Shakti Bhawan,  
New Delhi 
 
 
Respected Sir, 
 

Request for One Nation, One Electricity Tariff for Industries 
 
At the outset, PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry appreciates the significant 

reforms undertaken by the Government of India in the power sector. The transformation in 
the Indian electricity sector has increased the access to electricity among the citizens.  

 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry has been proactively supporting the 

Government by providing suggestions at each stage of development, creating awareness 
and disseminating knowledge among various stakeholders. 

 
We would like to bring your kind attention to the issues faced by the industry in respect 

of the varied electricity tariff across states in the country. It may be noted that electricity is 
an essential input for the industrial activity. It may also be mentioned that Government is 
encouraging creation of captive power production/Renewable Energy generation but has a 
provision for charging a levy on captive power generation.  

 
The low and uniform electricity tariff for industry across all the states has appended 

advantages -  
 
1.         Low cost will lead to rapid industrialization, which will support the increase in 

GSDP and economic growth, job creation/reduction in unemployment. 
 
2.         Cost of production will decrease making products more competitive in the 

international market. This will result in increase in exports and decrease in imports, thus 
giving a boost to Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat campaigns. 

 
3.         Foreign investors/MNCs are more likely to invest in India if industrial electricity 

tariff reduces and becomes comparable to other countries. Low tariff has become one of 
the deciding factors of any industry for investing in any Country/State. 

 
4.         Industrial units have to migrate from one state to another due to high cost of 

power. Uniformity in tariffs across the states would reduce the time and cost of industry 
relocation.  

 
At this backdrop, PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry suggests removal of cross 

subsidies and ensuring uniformity in electricity tariff across all States. There should be 'one 
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nation, one electricity tariff’ in lines with the ‘one nation one tax’ in case of GST. Table giving 
electricity tariff in various States is attached. 

 
Further, it is suggested to issue an advisory to the states to stop the levy of electricity 

duty on captive power generated by the industry for their own consumption with 
immediate effect. 

 
We trust our submission will be considered by the Government for immediate and 

favorable action. 
 
Thanking you, 
Yours sincerely, 

 
( Sanjay Aggarwal ) 
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37. Representation-Replacement of Performance Bank Guarantee with an Insurance 
Scheme of Surety Bonds (8th March, 2021) 
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36. Reservation for Employment in Haryana (6th March, 2021) 

ShriManoharLal 
Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Government of Haryana 
Chief Minister’s Office 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Namashkar! 
 

Sub: Reservation for Employment in Haryana 
 
Haryana Cabinet has approved the legislation to provide 75% reservation in private sector 
jobs for eligible candidates of state domicile. This also earmark new jobs with a salary of less 
than ₹50,000 per month to local candidates in privately managed companies, societies, 
trusts, limited liability partnership firms, partnership firms etc. which employ more than 10 
persons.  
 
Sir, we want to bring to your kind notice that the implementation of the legislation may 
rather adversely affect the growth of the industry in the state of Haryana. Hon’ble Prime 
Minister ShriNarendraModi ji through the implementation of the programme, ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’ has taken an initiative to enhance interaction between people of different 
States and UTs to promote mutual understanding between States/UTs. 
 
The approved legislation by Haryana government violates Article 14 that speaks of equality 
of all citizens and Article 19 that grants every citizen the right to reside and work in any part 
of the country. Moreover, this would set a wrong precedent and may prompt other states to 
stop hiring youth from Haryana. 
 
In view of this, we submit the following points for not bringing this legislation: 
 
• Investors and businesses source the best human resources available in the country to be 
competitive and successful. Hiring is done on the basis of merit and talent rather than the 
domicile of the candidates.  
• The implementation of the legislation just when industrial and business activities are 
resuming after the COVID pandemic can result in exodus of investors from the Haryana. 
Some companies will consider relocating outside Haryana. 
• Gurugram has become the ‘Silicon Valley’ of North India and has become hub for MNCs. 
Companies investing in a state are recruiting people based on education, skill and expertise 
do not prioritise on the basis of state.  
• Many industries are in the process of starting their ventures in rural areas, in such a case, 
it may not be easy to find skilled labour force across bands to fulfil the reservation rule. 
Industry requires a competitive market, unless modern industry emerges in India, the nation 
cannot prosper. 
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• This move can be a disservice to the locals because companies often outsource their 
human resource services to rest of the world. This could also perpetuate economic 
fragmentation and adversely impact the labour market.  
• Industry always strives to employ best people and a balance should be struck between 
social responsibility and creating enterprise value. 
 
This move can affect the productivity and competitiveness of Haryana. PHDCCI strongly 
requests you to re-look at the legislation in the interest of industrial development and 
economic growth of Haryana State. 
 
With best regards, 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

  (Sanjay 

Aggarwal) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

220 

 

35. Proposal for Making Common Facility Center (CFC) at Silk Park Zakura Srinagar 
functional. (4th March, 2021) 
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34. Applicability of Section 21(5) of the MMDR Act (4th March 2021) 
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33. Notices issued on directions of the monitoring committee may be treated as withdrawn 
(2nd March 2021) 
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32. Ease of doing business in NCT of Delhi (26th February, 2021)  

 
 
This representation has also been sent to: 
 
Shri Gyanesh Bharti, IAS 
Commissioner  
North Delhi Muncipal Corporation 
 
Shri Jai Prakash 
Mayor 
North Delhi Muncipal Corporation 
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31. Request to extend the timeline for filing GSTR-9 & 9C for the Financial Year 2019-20 till 

31.03.2021 (25th February) 

 

Sub: Request to extend the timeline for filing GSTR-9 & 9C for the Financial Year 2019-

20 till 31.03.2021 

 

At the outset, we would like to appreciate the commendable efforts of Central 

Government and all State Governments and all the subordinate offices thereof to 

introduce and implement GST in India-the biggest tax reform since independence. The 

implementation of GST has resulted in implementation of the policy of ‘one nation, one 

tax’ across the country which is truly a significant achievement when compared with the 

erstwhile indirect tax regime. 

 

We also deeply appreciate and applaud the prompt and proactive role of CBIC for 

undertaking measures to facilitate compliance by trade & Industry post the Covid 

pandemic.  This has only strengthened and bestowed the industry’s faith in the 

Government and will ensure voluntary compliance by the tax payers’. 

 

We wish to bring to your kind attention an issue being faced by the members of trade & 

industry in filling GSTR 9 and GSTR 9C for FY 2019-20. Most of the members of trade & 

industry are facing genuine difficulties to comply with the timelines for filing the GSTR 

returns till 28th February, 2021. 

 

Due to COVID-19 pandemic, organizations were operating with the minimum possible 

strength of staff in order to cope-up with the social distancing norms issued by the 

Government. Recently, staff has started coming back to office gradually and is engaged 

in preparing accounts for the year ended 31st March 2020 and return of incomes for the 

year ended 31st March 2020. All stakeholders presumably have just finished their 

Income Tax compliances (viz. Income Tax Returns, TDS Returns etc.) under Income Tax 

Act 1961 and ROC Compliances under Companies Act, 2013 on or around 15th February 

2021, followed by filling of regular GST Returns by 24th February, 2021, and they have 

very little time left for ensuring compliances under GST.  

 

In the backdrop of above highlighted situational difficulties, it is suggested that instead 

of extension of Due date for filling GSTR 9 & GSTR 9C for FY 2019-20, we request you to 

waive of late fees/ penalty to be charged for filling of GSTR 9 and GSTR 9C for FY 2019-

20 till March 31, 2021 in terms of Section 128 of the CGST Act as it was done during 

March – September, 2020 for filling of various GST Returns. It is not out of place to 

highlight that extension of due date of filling Annual Return has other implication in the 

GST Law viz. Time period for issuance of SCN/ Order under Section 73 & 74 of the CGST 
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Act, Period of retention of books of accounts under Section 36, etc., of the CGST Act also 

gets extended. 

 

In light of the above, it is requested to provide appropriate relaxation to the taxpayers 

by extending waiver of late fees/ penalty till March 31st, 2021 for filing GSTR-9 & 9C for 

FY 2019-20. This would provide much needed relaxation to the trade, in combating the 

circumstances arising out of pandemic COVID-19. 

 

We trust our suggestions will receive a favorable consideration. 

Thanking you 

 

With Best Regards, 

 
 

(Bimal Jain) 

Chairman, Indirect Taxes Committee 
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30. Proposal for finance payout/ Dealers Reserve System for Automobile sector (24th 

February, 2021) 
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29. WAIVER OF INTEREST U/S 234C FOR NON PAYMENT/SHORT PAYMENT OF ADVANCE TAX (23rd 

February, 2021) 

 

Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 

Chairman 

Central Board of Direct Taxes 

Department of Revenue 

Ministry of Finance 

Government of India 

  

Respected Sir, 

 

Greetings! 

 

WAIVER OF INTEREST U/S 234C FOR NON PAYMENT/SHORT PAYMENT OF ADVANCE TAX 

 

In the midst of crisis caused by COVID 19, the prompt and proactive role of CBDT is highly 

appreciable and we the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry applaud the same. The Hon’ble 

Finance Minister has already announced certain concessions in respect of Income Tax compliances 

and payment of taxes which we accept with gratitude. 

 

In the backdrop of daunting impact of pandemic COVID-19 on trade and industry, member 

organizations of PHD Chamber have urged for the waiver of interest u/s 234C for non-

payment/short payment of advance tax. 

 

Taxpayers (other than those who opt for presumptive taxation, either under section 44AD or section 

44ADA of the Income-tax Act, 1961) are required to pay advance tax as follows: - 

 

Due Date  Amount  

On or before 15th June  12% of total tax due 

On or before 15th September  36% of total tax due 

On or before 15th December  75% of total tax due 

On or before 15th March  100% of total tax due 

 

(2)      Taxpayers who opt for presumptive taxation scheme under section 44AD or section 44ADA  

are required to pay on or before 15th March 100% of total tax due  

 

(3)(a)  Interest under section 234C of the Income-tax Act, 1961 is leviable @ 1% per month or part 

thereof, if advance tax paid in any installment(s) is less than the stipulated amount. 

 

(b)      Interest under section 234C is not levied, if the shortfall in payment of advance tax is due to 

failure to estimate the amount of capital gains or income referred to in section 2(24)(ix) (i.e. winning 

from lotteries, crossword puzzles, etc) or income from a new business or income referred to in 

section 115BBDA (i.e. dividend received from a domestic company exceeding Rs. 10,00,000/-.  In 
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such cases, the taxpayer is required advance tax on such income as a part of immediate succeeding 

installment(s) or till 31st March, if no installment is pending.    

 

(3)      The provisions of section 234C of the Income-tax Act, 1961 are machinery provisions wherein 

the levy of interest is automatic in the event of failure to remit advance tax in the prescribed 

manner. 

 

(4)      While the provisions are, even otherwise, very harsh with no exception provided for an 

unforeseen business exigencies or for businesses newly set up during the year or in case of seasonal 

business the situation arising out of the outbreak of the pandemic has only exponentially 

compounded the worries of and hardships  faced the taxpayer. 

 

(5)      In a situation where the  entire Country went through the rigors of a national lockdown for a 

substantial period of time and where large parts of the economy were standing at an uncertain 

future, the difficulty, rather impossibility, of estimating the income for the current year can well be 

appreciated.  While incomes are bound to and will suffer drastically even otherwise with the large -

scale disruption in economic activity, inability of business to operate smoothly for extended periods 

of time, the reasons for failure to estimate incomes for the financial year ending on March 31, 2021 

only becomes apparent. 

 

Due to lockdown and its subsequent impact, business enterprises were expecting losses / Very low 

profitability in the initial estimates for the FY 2020-21 due to which either no advance tax was paid 

or the amount paid as advance tax was considerably low for 1st and 2nd instalments. Due to turn 

around in Indian economy which started in the month of September 2020 the revised estimates of 

Annual Income for many sectors has substantially improved, due to which advance tax paid for the 

1st and 2nd Quarter has fallen short substantially which will attract interest under Section 234C. 

 

In view of the above and in the interest of the members of trade and industry it is humbly suggested 

that interest leviable u/s 234C for the entire FY 2020-21 (AY 2021-22) should be waived off to save 

businesses suffering from further hardships. 

We trust our submission will be favorably considered by the department for immediate and 

favorable action. Thanking you! 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Saurabh Sanyal 
Secretary General 
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28. Request to categorize the ayurvedic medicines industry under Green Category (18th 

February 2021) 
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27. Request to further extend date for filing revised return of income for the year ended 

31.03.2019 up to 31.03.2021 as a last chance (16th February, 2021) 

 

Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 

Chairman 

Central Board of Direct Taxes 

Department of Revenue 

Ministry of Finance 

Government of India 

  

Respected Sir, 
Greetings! 

  

Request to further extend date for filing revised return of income for the year ended 

31.03.2019 up to 31.03.2021 as a last chance 

 

In the midst of crisis caused by COVID 19, the prompt and proactive role of CBDT is highly 

appreciable and we the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry applaud the same. The 

Hon’ble Finance Minister has already announced certain concessions in respect of Income 

Tax compliances and payment of taxes which we accept with gratitude. 

 

The member organisations of PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry have expressed their 

concerns regarding the due date for filing revised return of income for the year ended 

31.03.2019 up to 31.03.2021 appended for your kind reference. 

 

It may be noted that the revised return for the year ended 31.03.2019 had to be filed by 

31.03.2020. However, on consideration of difficulties faced by the taxpayers due to Covid-

19 Pandemic, the said date was extended to 30.06.2020, subsequently to 31.07.2020 and 

30.09.2020. Further, the Central Board of Direct Taxes vide F. No. 225/150/2020-ITA-II dated 

30.09.2020, further extended the due date of filing belated/ revised return of income for 

the year ended 31.03.2019 to 30.11.2020. Due to COVID-19 pandemic, organisations were 

operating with the minimum possible strength of staff in order to cope-up with the social 

distancing norms issued by the Government. Recently, staff has started coming back to 

office gradually and are engaged in preparing accounts for the year ended 31.03.2020 and 

return of incomes for the year ended 31.03.2020, which is to be filed by 15.02.2021. In the 

course of this work, some mistakes for the year ended 31.03.2019 has been identified, by 

certain members of PHDCCI.  

  

In light of the above, it is important that the date for filing revised return of income for the 

year ended 31.03.2019 which had been extended up to 30.11.2020 should further be 

extended up to 31.03.2021 as a last chance.” 
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We trust our submission will be considered by the department for immediate and favorable 

action. 

 

Thanking you! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Saurabh Sanyal 
Secretary General 
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26. Ease of Doing Business in NCT of Delhi (16th February 2021)  
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25. Representation seeking reduction of Stamp Duty on the Conveyance Deeds/Sale Deeds 
in the State of Delhi(12th February 2021) 
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24. Ease of Doing Business in NDMC Area (9th February 2021) 

Ease of Doing Business in NDMC Area 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry!! 
 
At the outset, we would like to compliment you for very ably leading NDMC through the 
ongoing Corona crisis. 
 
As you may be aware that PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been 
working as a catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for 
the past 116 years. It is a forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex 
organization. As a partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI with a special 
focus on MSMEs’ works at the grass roots level, with strong national and international 
linkages for propelling progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian 
economy. 
 
In order to improve the Ease of Doing Business in the NDMC area as also circumvent the 
adverse impact of COVID restrictions on Businesses, NDMC’s Business community requests 
you to kindly take action on the following issues –  
 
1. HCC 
 
i. We should do away with the permission required from the HCC for repair and 
renovation as process is cumbersome and expensive.  
 
ii. Section 6.4.1 under BBL should be continued in force for Connaught place where 
structural change is not taking place. 
 
iii. No need for fresh structural certificate issued by authorised structural architect as 
structural certificate has already been submitted by our members in the year 2017, as such 
there is no need submit structural certificate in regard to NDMC public notice on structural 
safety during earth quack. 
 
iv. Regularization of the mezzanine floor for commercial activities as they are 
intermitted floor and not a mezzanine floor 
 
v. Properties sealed due to sunken floor on directors of the Monitoring Committee.  
Monitoring Committee had NO jurisdiction to instruct NDMC officials on privately owned 
commercial property.  This has been held by Hon’ble Supreme Court in other cases.  In view 
of the same, it is requested all SEALED PROPERTIES be De-sealed & notices served to more 
than 125 premises be kindly withdrawn. 
 
vi. Mezzanine floor sealed by NDMC, no action taken to de-seal the same. 
 
vii. The occupants to be allowed to furnish affidavit, before start of regular repair and 
maintenance (like whitewash, plastering, flooring, electric repairs, termite-woodwork, 
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sanitary repairs and/or any other non-structural change repair and renovation) stating that 
they will not undertake any structural changes and if found otherwise action as per law be 
initiated. Intimation of completion may also be filed. 
 
viii. This application process to be made online and if no communication is recd. within 
15 days from the department, it should be deemed to have been approved/granted. 
 
ix. The structures were constructed way back in 1935-40 and the laws were made in 
1950-51 onwards, therefore construction/usage allowed before any law was enforced 
cannot be illegal. Now the occupants have been using the premises, including intermittent 
floor for business since last 75-80 years, suddenly they cannot be declared as 
illegal/misused. 
 
2. Illegal Hawkers  
 
i. People should be selling only with the original ID 
ii. Hawkers  are using pillars for display of their products 
iii. Hawkers are occupying areas beyond the permitted area. 
iv. Vehicles parked by  hawkers 24X7 in parking area to use as storage  
v. No effective enforcement to check open food cooking and sale.   
 
3. Property Tax 
 
Rate factor of 12 applied to rent to commercial property is too high. 
 
Under MCD factoring for rented is only done for Residential Property. The factoring for 
Commercial Properties whether rented or self-occupied is the same. 
 
Under NDMC for same facilities provided to various properties, 
• RV for Residential Self Occupied is Rs 1,200; 
• RV for Commercial Self Occupied is Rs 4,800; and  
• RV for Residential Rented is Rs 14,400 
 
     This is discriminatory. RV Based on Actual Rent in case rent is more than UAV 
 
Adding a clause of valuing Properties on Actual Rent and now on Hypothetical Rent is a 
significant departure from the objectives and promotes discretion. 
 
The very basis of brining in UAM was to levy Property Tax on a scientific basis which is 
uniform and transparent. 
 
4. Electricity Department    
 
i. DG sets have been removed but no alternate supply as guaranteed by Chief 
Electricity Deptt. is awaited. Gensets should be allowed to be installed again. 
ii. NDMC electricity department has not given credit to our members for waiving off 
50% of fixed charges for two months by DERC, despite lapse of two months.  
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iii. There should be automatic electricity load reduction and enhancement on the same 
line as procedure adopted by BSES. 
iv. Discrepancies in electricity bill not being redressed by commercial department 
despite repeated reminders. 
v. The concept of Fixed Charges on Sanctioned Load may kindly be SCRAPPED.  Let 
there be an Electricity Rate which is chargeable on the UNITS consumed.  Many properties 
are LYING VACANT & Owners / Occupiers have to pay huge revenue even when they have 
ZERO income. 
 
5. Architect Department  
 
i. No need for fresh structural certificate issued by authorized structural architect as 
structural certificate has already been submitted by our members in the year 2017, as such 
there is no need submit structural certificate in regard to NDMC public notice on structural 
safety during earth quack.  
 
6. Other issues with NDMC 
 
i. Appointment of nodal officer  
ii. Appointment of full time maintenance service provider. (FMS)  
iii. Re-alignment of radial roads for in and out traffic. 
 
7. RESTAURANTS in NDMC area may kindly be permitted to us Balconies & open spaces 
for service to customers. Delhi’s new EXCISE Policy recommends the same & also SDMC has 
already implemented it in their jurisdiction areas. 
 
We shall be grateful if you could consider the above issues sympathetically. 
 
Being the Key Decision Maker and an innovative thinker, we cordially request you to spare 
your valuable time to grace a Virtual Interactive Session with our Members as the Chief 
Guest on any day in February 2021 convenient to you. I am confident that your presence 
would help in solving the issues faced by entrepreneurs of New Delhi. I sincerely hope that 
you will kindly accept our request and be a part of this Session. 
 
Your office may contact my colleague – Punit Chaudhry (9911576699, punit@phdcci.in) for 
any query. We shall be grateful if your office could send confirmation of date and time 
convenient to you at the earliest. 
 
Looking forward to a positive response. 
 
With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
 (Pradeep Multani) 
Shri Dharmendra, IAS 
Chairman 
New Delhi Municipal Council 
Palika Kendra, Parliament Street, New Delhi 
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23. Urgent Need for the CBDT to issue clarification regarding the manner of determination 
of residential status during FY 2020-21 (8th February, 2021) 
 
Shri Pramod Chandra Mody, IRS 
Chairman, 
Central Board of Direct Taxes  
New Delhi. 
 
Hon’ble Chairman Sir, 

 
Urgent Need for the CBDT to issue clarification regarding the manner of determination of 

residential status during FY 2020-21 
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to meet you and hear our Chambers’ view during 
the post budget interactive meeting on 4th February, 2021.  In the said meeting it was 
brought to your kind notice about the real hardship being faced by ordinary citizens of India 
who are unable to determine their FY 2020-21 residence status due to suspension of 
International flights posed by the Nationwide lockdown to curb the spread of Corona Virus. 
This matter is affecting employees, retirees, students and business people alike as they 
either (as NRIs) have inadvertently spent more days in India than intended, or (as Resident 
Indians) have been stranded overseas and therefore spent more days overseas than 
permissible for Resident Indian status. 
 
Individuals living outside India are not considered to be resident in India, on account of the 
concession given under clause (b) of Explanation 1 to section 6(1) which earlier allowed an 
individual to be a non-resident in India if the stay in India did not exceed 182 days; and 
pursuant to the amendment made vide Finance Act, 2020 allows an individual to be a non-
resident if the stay in India does not exceed 120 days or if the income exceeds Rs. 15 lakhs; 
and if the stay in India does not exceed 182 days but if the income does not exceed Rs. 15 
lakhs.  
 
It was represented by various Chambers that the amendment made vide Finance Act 2020 
of reducing the period of stay in India from 182 days to 120 days, which became effective 
from current financial year i.e. FY 2020-21 be postponed for atleast two years as this year is 
completely compromised due to Corona Virus restrictions which have still not yet opened 
up and the restriction on International commercial flights continues.  It looks that most of 
the part of next financial year will also be affected under COVID until normalcy returns 
worldwide. Hence, the representation was made by various Chambers, including ours, to 
defer implementation of this provision by two years, i.e. FY 2020-21 & FY 2021-22.  
 
This aspect has not been addressed by the Government in the Budget 2021 presented on 1st 
February 2021. Hence, a request was made in today morning’s meeting with your goodself 
to draw your kind attention to the hardships faced by ordinary citizens of India who are 
stranded either in India or abroad due to lockdown and suspension of International flights.  
 
In this regard, we also brought to your kind notice the CBDT circular issued on 08.05.2020 to 
provide, inter-alia, that for the purpose of determining the residential status under section 6 
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of the Act during the FY 2019-20, in respect of an individual who has come to India on a visit 
before 22.03.2020 and who was not able to leave India before 31.03.2020, the period of 
stay from 22.03.2020 to 31.03.2020 shall not be taken into account. However, no 
clarification/ relaxation has been issued by CBDT for the current Financial Year 2020-21.  
 
You had been very kind to understand the hardships faced by  ordinary citizens of India or 
NRIs who are stranded either in India or overseas due to flight restrictions posed by COVID 
and have agreed to consider issuing similar Notification shortly for current financial year i.e. 
FY 2020-21 as well so that people can plan their affairs for the remaining part of the year.  
 
In light of the above, on the lines of your circular issued on 08.05.2020 for period covering 
22.03.2020 to 31.03.2020, the circular for the current financial year i.e. period starting 
01.04.2020 till date be excluded and should not be taken into account while calculating 
182/120 days provisions under clause (b) of Explanation 1 to Section 6(1) of the Income Tax 
Act. 
 
Hardship for person responsible for deducting TDS  
As restrictions on operation of international flights and worldwide lockdowns are still 
continuing since end March 2020, many NRI’s have ended up spending more than 182 days 
and may accordingly legally qualify as a resident as per section 6 of the Act. An issue that 
arises in view of the delay in issuance of the necessary guidelines by the CBDT is as to 
whether to consider the payee as a resident or a non-resident while deducting TDS.  
 
While the relief that may be provided by CBDT may be taken into account by the taxpayers 
at the time of filing their return of income; however, uncertainty on this aspect creates an 
issue for the person responsible for paying any income to such a person and who is required 
to deduct TDS in respect of such amount payable. In the absence of the benefit of the 
guidance from CBDT as on date, it is difficult for deductee to furnish any declaration with 
certainty as to whether he shall qualify as a resident or a non-resident during the year and 
consequently, it is difficult for the deductor to ascertain as to whether to consider such 
person as a resident or a non-resident while deducting taxes.  
 
Accordingly, there is uncertainty as to the relevant provision under which and the rate of tax 
at which, TDS is to be deducted. The rate at which TDS is to be deducted is different for a 
resident and for a non-resident. For instance, the rate at which TDS is to be deducted for 
payment of dividend to a resident is 10% whereas the rate at which TDS is to be deducted 
for payment of dividend to a non-resident is 20% under the Act without considering Treaty 
benefits.  
 
In such cases, if TDS is so deducted by considering the individual as a resident whereas the 
residential status is ultimately determined as a non-resident in view of the expected CBDT 
Circular, it may potentially lead to litigation wherein the payer may be held to be an 
assessee in default for short deduction of tax at source. Moreover, there is also a 
requirement to furnish Form 15 CA and 15CB in case of payment to non-residents. The 
payer may also be subject to penalty proceedings on account of non-compliance in respect 
of the same.  
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Thus, there is an urgent need for the CBDT to issue the guidelines and the relief proposed to 
be given so as to avoid litigation around the said issue in future.  
     
Thanking you, 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Sanjay Agarwal 
President, PHDCCI 
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22. Representation to EASE the process to buy land for AYUSH medicinal plants cultivation 

(8th February) 
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21. Ease of Doing Business in NCT of Delhi (5th February, 2021) 
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20. Representation to categorize the Biscuit Industry under the Green Category (1st 

February, 2021)  
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19. Suggestions for the upcoming Specialty Steel PLI Scheme (1st February, 2021)  

Smt. RasikaChaube, IDAS 
Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Steel 
 
Dear Madam, 
 
I congratulate the Government on announcing the Production Linked Incentive for the 
Speciality Steel Sector.  The sector welcomes the Government's initiative and looks forward 
to contributing to the Prime Minister's vision of “Aatmanirbhar Bharat.” We are hopeful that 
the Government of India's PLI benefit endeavour will enable the steel industry to attract 
new investment and state of the art technology that would make India self-reliant in 
producing value-added specialty steel products.  
 
To introduce, the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry, PHDCCI has been working as a 
catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for the past 116 
years. It is a forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex organization. As a 
partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI with a special focus on MSMEs’ 
works at the grass roots level, with strong national and international linkages for propelling 
progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian economy. 
 
The PLI initiative of the Government has been received positively by the industry, and 
further granular details are being keenly awaited on the scheme. In this regard, we would 
like to suggest a few relevant interventions the Government may consider while derating 
the final detailed guidelines:   
 

1. Target list of beneficiaries (i.e., grades of steel) to be included in the scheme:  
 
We understand that the Government is contemplating to extend the PLI benefit to the 
industries manufacturing specialty steel product lines such as coated steel, high strength 
steel, alloy steel bars, and rods, Super Alloys made from Nickel, Cobalt, and Titanium (HSN 
Code: 7505/ 72299060; 750522/7229060; 750620/7202; 81059000; 81089010). It is 
requested to include ‘High Speed Steel’ in the target list of products in Alloy steel bars 
Category sub category Tool and Die Steel, eligible for PLI incentives, as it directly contributes 
towards self -reliance in strategic sectors such as Aerospace and Defence.   
 

2. Setting a lower incentive cap per company:  
 
It is requested that the Government may consider setting a lower cap for each company and 
extend the benefit to a larger segment. For example, the maximum incentive ceiling per 
company may be considered INR 50 crores to bring more companies under the PLI scheme's 
umbrella. 
 
3. Annual Investment Eligibility 
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It is kindly submitted that there must be an eligibility criterion for minimum investment of 
INR 50 Crores annually by the companies willing to avail incentives under the scheme.  
 
4. Minimum Incremental Incentive:  
 
It is submitted that the minimum incremental Incentive for PLI eligibility must be higher for 
Specialty Rails and Alloy Steel Products. The minimum incremental production is presently 
set at 25% for these products, which must be modified to 10%.  
 
5. Year on Year Growth parameters:  
 
Standardizing the Thresholds for YoY growth as 15% for all the products/categories covered 
under the scheme. It will enable more participation and ensure easier implementation of 
the scheme. 
We are hopeful that the above suggestions will be found relevant in enabling the 
Government to achieve the scheme's desired objective, thus benefitting every stakeholder. 
 
With best regards, 
 
 

Yours 

sincer

ely, 

 

(SaurabhSanyal) 

Secretary General 
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18. Request for clarification on the gambit and expanse of illegal mining (28th January, 

2021) 

ShriPralhad Joshi 
Hon’ble Union Minister of Coal, Mines & Parliamentary Affairs 
ShastriBhawan 
 
Dear Sir, 

Request for clarification on the gambit and expanse of illegal mining 
 
As you may be aware that PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been 
working as a catalyst for the promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for 
the past 116 years. It is a forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex 
organization. As a partner in progress with industry and government, PHDCCI with a special 
focus on MSMEs’ works at the grass roots level, with strong national and international 
linkages for propelling progress, harmony and integrated development of the Indian 
economy.  
 
We seek your kind attention to the ambiguity on the definition of illegal mining and seek 
clarification from your good office. It is pertinent to highlight the following: 
1. Illegal Mining has been defined under rule 2 (ii-a) of Mineral Concession Rules, 1960 
(“MCR, 1969”) vide G.S.R 593E, dated 26th July 2012 (w.e.f. 27.07.2012). The definition 
stated  
 
““Illegal mining” means any reconnaissance or prospecting, or mining operation undertaken 
by any person or a company in any area without holding a reconnaissance permit or a 
prospecting licence or, as the case may be, a mining lease, as required under sub-section (1) 
of section 4 of the Act.  
 
Explanation. - For the purpose of this clause, - 
(a) Violation of any rules, other than the rules made under section 23C of the Act, within 
the mining lease area by a holder of a mining lease shall not include illegal mining. 
(b) Any area granted under a reconnaissance permit or a prospecting licence or a mining 
lease, as the case may be, shall be considered as an area held with lawful authority by the 
holder of such permit or license or a lease, while determining the extent of illegal mining.]” 
 
2. The same definition is also provided for under Rule 2 (c) of the Minerals (Other than 
Atomic and Hydro Carbons Energy Minerals) Concession Rules, 2016. 
 
3. Whereas, the Hon’ble Supreme Court vide its judgment dated 02.08.2017 in Writ Petition 
(C) NO. 114 of 2014 have held that: 
 
“128.The simple reason for not accepting this interpretation is that Rule 2(ii-a) of the MCR 
was inserted by a notification dated 26th July 2012 while we are concerned with an earlier 
period. That apart, as mentioned above, the holder of a mining lease is required to adhere 
to the terms of the mining scheme, the mining plan and the mining lease as well as the 
statutes such as the EPA, the FCA, the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 
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and the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. If any mining operation is 
conducted in violation of any of these requirements, then that mining operation is illegal or 
unlawful. Any extraction of a mineral through an illegal or unlawful mining operation would 
become illegally or unlawfully extracted mineral. 
 
129. It is not, as suggested by learned counsel, that illegal mining is confined only to mining 
operations outside a leased area. Such an activity is obviously illegal or unlawful mining. 
Illegal mining takes within its fold excess extraction of a mineral over the permissible limit 
even within the mining lease area, which is held under lawful authority, if that excess 
extraction is contrary to the mining scheme, the mining plan, the mining lease or a statutory 
requirement. Even otherwise, it is not possible for us to accept the narrow interpretation 
sought to be canvassed by learned counsel for the mining lease holders particularly since we 
are dealing with a natural resource which is intended for the benefit of everyone and not 
only for the benefit of the mining lease holders.” 
 
4. As the judgment reads the illegal mining definition provided for under MCR 1960 was not 
made applicable to the case as it was pertaining to a period prior to 2012. This implies that 
for the cases after 2012, the definition as provided for under rule 2(ii-a) of MCR 1960 would 
be applicable. However, the judgment also stated that “Illegal mining takes within its fold 
excess extraction of a mineral over the permissible limit even within the mining lease area, 
which is held under lawful authority, if that excess extraction is contrary to the mining 
scheme, the mining plan, the mining lease or a statutory requirement. Even otherwise, it is 
not possible for us to accept the narrow interpretation sought to be canvassed by learned 
counsel for the mining lease holders particularly since we are dealing with a natural 
resource which is intended for the benefit of everyone and not only for the benefit of the 
mining lease holders.” 
 
5. The ambiguity, therefore, is whether illegal mining is “excess extraction of a mineral over 
the permissible limit even within the mining lease area, which is held under lawful authority, 
if that excess extraction is contrary to the mining scheme, the mining plan, the mining lease 
or a statutory requirement.” or is governed by the definition that is provided under rule 
2(iia) of the MCR 1960? 
 
6. It has been brought to our attention that a couple of State governments have started to 
construct the word illegal mining widely and are demanding penalty under Section 21(5) of 
the MMDR Act for violation of EC conditions/CTO and or Mining Plan. For example, one 
state government has divided the EC limits which are given for annual production capacity 
into monthly limits (dividing the total production limit by 12) and then alleged that since the 
lessee has produced in excess of monthly derived pro-rata capacity, it’s a violation of the 
EC/Mining Plan/CTO and has thus imposed penalty under Section 21(5) of the MMDR Act.  
 
7. The allegations and demands being raised by one State government without clarification 
from the Mining or the Environment ministry may lead to serious impediments to mining in 
the country. A scenario where all mines of Coal India and major mining lessee will be 
saddled in litigation cases is frightening. This, therefore, needs to be curtailed by the mining 
ministry by issuing a clarification of the definition of Illegal mining as soon as possible. 
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In view of the above, we most humbly request your good office to clear the existing 
ambiguity and clarify the definition of “illegal mining”. 
 
With best regards, 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Dr. YogeshSrivastav) 
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17. Clarification pertaining to Section 21(5) of the MMDR Act pertaining to illegal (19th 

January, 2021) 

 

Dr. Yogesh Srivastav 

Assistant Secretary General 

19 January 2021 

 

 
Dear Madam, 
 

Clarification pertaining to Section 21(5) of the  
MMDR Act pertaining to illegal mining 

 
Greetings from the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry!! 
 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which was established in 1905, is a proactive National 
Apex Chamber working at the grass-root level and with strong national and international 
linkages. The Chamber acts as a catalyst in the promotion of industry, trade and 
entrepreneurship. PHD Chamber, through its research-based policy advocacy role, positively 
impacts the economic growth and development of the nation. We are committed to support the 
Government of India in building an Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
 
Some of our members want to have clarification from the ministry on the applicability of Section 
21(5) of the MMDR Act, in cases where the lessee has all statutory clearances and works in the 
defined lease boundary, but has done major production in few months rather  than being evenly 
spread over the twelve months. 
 
It may be noted that technically mining cannot be done evenly across the twelve months based 
on the permissible annual production limit. The reasons may range from occurrence and 
exposure of the seam, force majeure conditions, others akin to force majeure, which lead to 
variation in the monthly production of mineral, however within the overall EC limit granted by 
the MoEF. 
 
Example (1) A mine has an EC of 12 MTPA. For instance, it is submitted that there can be two 
kinds of variations while maintaining the total annual permissible production for the year at 12 
MTPA: 
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(i) Monthly variations in production due to local weather conditions, or discontinuance of 
operations by the State government which may result in some months of the year having high 
production, some nil production and some moderate or low production or a combination of the 
above. 
 
(ii) Discontinuance of the mining operations due to force majeure conditions or conditions 
akin to force majeure like temporary closure due to litigation etc. In this case, the mine owner 
maximizes production after the mine resumes operations while taking all environmental 
safeguards. 
 
Example (2): Many coal and other mines have high over burden. These mining companies 
remove the OB for many months and then begin the mineral production. During the time of 
pandemic CIL and other miners , to keep the labour engaged just kept removing OB and now 
after the demand picked up have begun producing coal etc. 
 
We wish to bring to your kind attention that in further deliberations held with the members 
there were many viewpoints which emerged, which may be helpful to the ministry while 
discussing the clarification on this important and pertinent issue. Few of them are summarized as 
under: 
 
1. If a project proponent does not distribute the annual production evenly over the 12 
months it cannot be said that the project proponent has deviated from the calendar plan, 
including excavation, the quantum of mineral, and waste by not doing pro-rata monthly 
production. It is pertinent to note that there is no mention of condition in either the EC or the EP 
Act, Air Act, Water Act to do pro-rata monthly or daily production. Moreover, the calendar plan 
provided in the EIA-EMP and reproduced in the EC states annual permissible production limit, 
even the limits pertaining to the quantum of excavation, mineral and waste are provided for on 
an annual basis. Therefore, if a project proponent produces within the permissible annual limit, 
there cannot be a case of EC violation.  
 
2. It was also discussed at length that while preparing the EIA-EMP and to calculate the 
emission level, the peak annual permissible limit is divided into monthly and daily limits. This is 
done so as otherwise it is impossible to come to a mathematical formula for permissible 
emissions and mitigation measures thereof. What is essential is that the mitigation measure is 
corresponding to the pollution on an annual basis. Therefore, there is no mandate of daily 
checking or maintain of emission data. There cannot be a non-compliance of something not 
provided/mandated by the Act or the EC to be complied.  
 
3. One of the members stated that even without prejudice to other reasonings, even if it is 
stated that a project proponent is to do pro-rata production as otherwise the daily limits of 
emission would increase, it is to be noted that the daily permissible limit is not provided for by 
the ministry nor is there is a condition to have a daily data register to be submitted to the 
Regional MoEF. In the absence of any such measurement condition to expect any project 
proponent to do production on the assumed daily production limits (arrived at for calculation 
purposes only), the limit is far-fetched and unreasonable.  
 
4. Another pertinent issue highlighted was that the pollution control equipment’s and the EC 
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conditions are based on annual peak permissible production. This is evident as the equipment’s 
are not required to be changed every year based on change in production as per the calendar 
plant. Therefore, the requirement of pro-rata production to keep the pollution level in control 
cannot be stemming from the said condition of EC.  
 
5. Lastly, it was discussed how it is trite law that there can only be a non-compliance or 
violation thereof only of something that is mandated or required to be complied with. In the 
absence of any requirement/mandate of pro-rata production or even maintaining daily emission 
data, it cannot be said that a project proponent is in violation of he is not producing on a pro-rata 
basis.  
 
Therefore, the Minerals and Metals committee members arrived at a logical reasoning that the 
project proponents may have variations in the daily or monthly measurements but as long as 
they are within the annual, or any other frequency, norms stipulated in the EP Act 1986, Air Act 
and Water Act there and mandated in the EC they may not be treated as violation cases of the 
applicable act.  
 
However, in order to have definite clarity on the subject issue our members would request your 
kind clarification on the subject at the earliest please. This clarification is of strategic importance 
as a non-clarity may result in almost all coal mines and 80% of other miners in alleged non-
compliance leading to a spate on unnecessary and avoidable  litigation. 
 
We shall be grateful if you could kindly clarify on the above, please 
 

 

With best regards, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Dr. Yogesh Srivastav) 

Ms Geeta Menon, IA& AS 

Joint Secretary 

Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change 

Government of India 

New Delhi 
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16. Exemption on electricity duty payable on the consumption of captive solar energy 

generated should be further extended beyond 31 March 2020. 

 

This Representation has also been sent to: 

Shri Akhil Arora, IAS 
Principal Secretary 
Finance Department 
Government of Rajasthan 
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15. PHD Request for extension of due date for filing revised/ belated return of Income for 

AY (8th January, 2021) 

ShriPramod Chandra Mody 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 
Department of Revenue 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
 
Respected Sir, 
Greetings! 
 
Request for extension of due date for filing revised/ belated return of Income for AY 2019-

20 
 
PHD Chamber deeply appreciates the prompt and proactive approach adopted by CBDT to 
facilitate compliance by the tax payers’, amidst the pandemic.   
 
It is indeed appreciable that taking into cognizance the difficulties faced by industries at 
large due to the outbreak of novel coronavirus, the CBDT has recently extended the due 
dates for various form/reports for AY 2020-21 from 31st December 2020 to 15th January 
2021 and for return of income from 31st January 2021 to 15th February 2021. 
 
We, however, would like to bring to your kind attention that the due date for furnishing 
belated/revised return of income for AY 2019-20 has not been further extended by the 
CBDT causing difficulties for the assessees.  
 
In view of the above and in the interest of the members of trade and industry it is humbly 
suggested that the due date of filing belated/revised return of income for AY 2019-20 be 
suitably extended, to a further date. 
We trust our submission will be favorably considered by the department for immediate and 
favorable action. 
 
Thanking you, 
With best regards,         

Yours sincerely, 

 
( SanjayAggarwal ) 
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14. Request for necessary Amendments in Section 212 of the Companies Act, 2013 (8th 

January, 2021) 

 

SmtNirmalaSitharaman 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs 
Government of India 
 
Respected SmtNirmalaSitharamanJi, 
Wishing you Happy and Prosperous New Year 2021!! 
 

Request for necessary Amendments in Section 212 of the Companies Act, 2013 
 
This is with reference to the Section 212 of the Companies Act, 2013 which requires 
majorAmendments, as it is a major concern for the Industries now a day. 
 
PHDCCI has received caveat concerns from the members and would like to provide 
someSuggestions in this regard which are mentioned below:- 
 
Section 212 (3) of the Companies Act 
Where the investigation into the affairs of a company has been assigned by the 
CentralGovernment to Serious Fraud Investigation Office, it shall conduct the 
investigation in theManner and follow the procedure provided in this Chapter; and 
submit its report to the Central Government within such period as may be specified in 
the order. 
 
SUGGESTION 
From a promoter, company management or financial point of view, a serious fraud 
investigationundergoing in a company may seriously affect its sentiments in the market. 
To be clearer, acompany borrowing from financial sector may be seriously affected as 
the market may not seethe company's fundamentals positive. There may be a hitch to 
go along with such type ofcompany. Therefore, a time frame for investigationshall be 
fixed; it may be like publishingquarterly results. Be it MSME or a listed fortune company 
the brand and reputation is affected.Customer behavior flows with the reputation of the 
company. Hence, the government may look into the time frame of the investigation 
under SFIO. 
 
1. Section 212(6) of the Companies Act, 2013 
Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 
1974), [1]offence covered under section 447] of this Act shall be cognizable and no 
person accused of anyoffence under those sections shall be released on bail or on his 
own bond unless- 
 
(i) the Public Prosecutor has been given an opportunity to oppose the application for 
such 
release; and 



 

261 

 

(ii) where the Public Prosecutor opposes the application, the court is satisfied that there 
are 

Reasonable grounds for believing that he is not guilty of such offence and that he is not 
likely to commit any offence while on bail: 
 
SUGGESTION 
An accused shall not be pronounced guilty unless proved through the process of fair trial. 
Thearrest of the KMP or any other member also hampers the day-to-day affairs of the 
companyresultantly affecting the financials. The effective person is not available on the 
board anddecisions are pending. The Non-Executive Directors shall be given the benefit of 
doubts,especially the young family members, women who are merely on the board to fulfil 
the quorum. 
 
The arrested person is under trial if nothing is required to be recovered from him or he 
cannottamper with evidence, then there is no need to crowd the prisons with any accused 
in anymatter. It is believed that a executive of a company if undergoing SFIO has done 
somethingwrong. Strict action needs to be taken against arraying bank officials who lend to 
the companieson basis of projections & not past balance sheets and re-payment capacities. 
Hence, bail inSFIO matters may be looked into and amount based bail condition may be 
prescribed withsurrender of passport mandatory. 
 
The Hon’ble Supreme Court in Serious Fraud Investigation Office vs. NittinJohari and Ors 
2019(9) SCC 165 at para 11 also held that:- 
 
At this juncture, it must be noted that even as per Section 212(7) of the Companies Act, 
thelimitation Under Section 212(6) with respect to grant of bail is in addition to those 
alreadyprovided in the Code of Criminal Procedure Thus, it is necessary to advert to the 
principlesgoverning the grant of bail Under Section 439 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
Specifically,heed must be paid to the stringent view taken by this Court towards grant of bail 
with respect ofeconomic offences. 
 
The following observations of this Court in Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy (supra) may also 
bereferred: 
 
34. Economic offences constitute a class apart and need to be visited with a 
differentapproach in the matter of bail. The economic offences having deep-rooted 
conspiraciesand involving huge loss of public funds need to be viewed seriously and 
considered asgrave offences affecting the economy of the country as a whole and thereby 
posingserious threat to the financial health of the country. 
 
35. While granting bail, the court has to keep in mind the nature of accusations, thenature 
of evidence in support thereof, the severity of the punishment which conviction willentail, 
the character of the Accused, circumstances which are peculiar to the Accused,reasonable 
possibility of securing the presence of the Accused at the trial, reasonableapprehension of 
the witnesses being tampered with, the larger interests of thepublic/State and other similar 
considerations. 
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The decision of the Hon’ble Apex Court in the case of NikeshTarachand (2017) 
87Taxmann.com 257(SC) may also be considered though it was rendered in the context of 
PMLA.The judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the aforesaid Case on the aspect 
ofconstitutional validity of twin conditions for granting bail raises questions on similar 
provisionswhich exist in other statutes particularly dealing with economic offences. If the 
constitutionalvalidity was to be tested only on the ground that they are inherently 
‘arbitrary’ and‘unreasonable’, it is most unlikely that such a challenge would be upheld by 
the Apex Court,given the fact that it has already been acknowledged by the Supreme Court 
in the case of RohitTondon v. Enforcement Directorate that the “economic offences need to 
be viewed seriously andconsidered as grave offences affecting the economy of the country 
and thereby posing seriousthreat to the financial health of the country”. 
 
A literal interpretation of Section 212(6) would lead to keeping a presumably innocent 
person inindefinite custody and would defeat the very purpose of trial, which would take 
years tocomplete. This arbitrary power vested in the Public Prosecutor alone makes the 
Section violativeof Article 14 of the Constitution. The twin conditions also wipe off the 
fundamental right ofpersonal liberty guaranteed by Article 21. 
 
2. Section 212(14A) 
Where the report under sub-section (11) or sub-section (12) states that fraud has taken 
place in a company and due to such fraud any director, key managerial personnel, other 
officer of the company or any other person or entity, has taken undue advantage or benefit, 
whether in the form of any asset, property or cash or in any other manner, the Central 
Government may file an application before the Tribunal for appropriate orders with regard 
to disgorgement of such asset, property or cash and also for holding such director, key 
managerial personnel, other officer or any other person liable personally without any 
limitation of liability. 
 
SUGGESTION 
 
The aforementioned section was inserted by the Parliament on 14.08.2019 coming into 
effect from 15.08.2019. The said section was inserted to make the Director/KMP or any 
other officer of the company responsible for various reasons mentioned above. The exercise 
is to bring the management once again under the purview of SFIO creating hostile 
environment for the management. It may be true that in recent past top management has 
been involved in asset transferers but this stringent insertion of 14A shall not be applicable 
to all the companies under The Companies Act, 2013. 
 
 It is suggested that the company’s internal audit committee shall not approve any such 
transaction and make sure that it is recorded in writing in the minutes of the board, so that 
only those persons are responsible who were party to the transaction, not all shall be 
drowned in the investigation procedure. It is further suggested that if a company has 
undertaken such transactions, then a time limit shall be granted to correct the mistake by 
ROC thereby quashing the offense than compounding. 
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The alternate “ways& means” to achieve status-quo may be evaluated as the governance 
process or audit committee functioning cannot be a panacea. It is at best just a mitigating 
factor. 
 
We hope our suggestions will be considered favourably. 
 
With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
( SanjayAggarwal ) 
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13. Extension and implementation of Sabka Vishwas Legacy Dispute Resolution Scheme-

2019 to the UT of J&K viz-a-viz the exemptions under Notification No 56/2002/-CE 

Dt:13-11-2002 (29th December, 2020) 
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12. Extending the renewal date of Driving Licences notification to 30th June 2021 for 

Senior Citizens (28th December 2020) 
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11. Request to extend the due date for Filing Declaration under Vivad se Vishwas Scheme 
for all the Taxpayer’s till 31 March 2021 (28th December, 2020) 

 

Shri Pramod Chandra Mody 
Chairman 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 
Department of Revenue 
Ministry of Finance 
Government of India 
  
Respected Sir, 

Greetings! 

Request to extend the due date for Filing Declaration under Vivad se Vishwas Scheme for 
all the Taxpayer’s till 31 March 2021  

 

In the midst of crisis caused by COVID 19, the prompt and proactive role of CBDT is highly 
appreciable and we the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry applaud the same. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has already announced certain concessions in respect of Income 
Tax compliances and payment of taxes which we accept with gratitude. 
 
In the backdrop of daunting impact of pandemic COVID-19 on trade and industry, member 
organizations of PHD Chamber have expressed their concerns regarding the extension of 
due date for Filing Declaration under Vivad se Vishwas scheme for all the taxpayer’s till  31 
March 2021 for your kind reference. 
 
It may be noted that the Central Government vide Notification No. 85/2020 dated 27th 
October 2020, has extended the date for payment without additional amount under Vivad 
se Vishwas Scheme from 31st December 2020 to 31st March 2021. The said notification has 
also notified the last date for filing declaration under Vivad se Vishwas Scheme as 31st 
December 2020. 
 
However due to pandemic Covid-19 the work at various offices of taxpayers as well as 
professionals has not yet resumed as was expected. Certain states are still facing partial 
lock-down(s) with no public transport for common workers and employees to travel to and 
from office. The relevant stakeholders have not been visiting the offices for past 8.5 months 
and have been working remotely from their homes. There is also a shortage of manpower 
which is hampering the continuity of work. 
 
Even the Commissioners of Income Tax, Assessing Officers are attending their offices in a 
very limited manner. They have not been able to give effect to Rectification Petitions and 
even Appeal Effects have not been given. Thus the demand reflected in department’s record 
is not correct. Even where additions were made in 2 files and in one were made on 
Protective basis, in such cases despite declaration under Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme in case of 
Main file, the Officers are not deleting addition made in other file on protective basis. 
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It may be highlighted that during the month of December, there are many other 
compliances to be made like payment of Advance tax, filing of relevant GST returns, GST 
Annual Returns over & above audit & tax returns. Further, in the current year, Capital Gains 
transactions also have to be reported which is a very time-consuming process. 
 
In this tough current environment, it is still very difficult for assessees to meet income-tax 
compliances as they need to first concentrate on geting their operations on track. This has 
paralysed, albeit partially but substantially, functioning of Government offices including 
income tax. All such issues are making it virtually impossible for most of our members and 
the taxpayers to adhere to the revised due dates of 31.12.2020. 
 
In view of the above and in the interest of the members of trade and industry it is humbly 
suggested that the due date of filing declaration under Vivad se Vishwas scheme for all the 
assessees be suitably extended, to 31.03.2021. 
 
We trust our submission will be favorably considered by the department for immediate and 
favorable action. 
  
 
Thanking you! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Saurabh Sanyal 
Secretary General 
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10. Request for additional extension of two  Months for holding Annual General Meeting 

under the Companies Act, 2013 for financial year ended 31.03.2020 (22nd December, 

2020) 

 

SmtNirmalaSitharaman 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs 
Government of India 

Respected SmtNirmalaSitharamanJi, 

Request for additional extension of two Months for holding Annual General Meeting 

under theCompanies Act, 2013 for financial year ended 31.03.2020 

This is with reference to representation submitted by PHDCCI dated 21 August 2020 
regarding the requestto extend time period for holding AGM till December 2020. We would 
like to extend our heartfelt thanks foraccepting our request and giving relaxation to 
Corporates till 31st December, 2020.In pursuance of the same, we would like to highlight 
that PHD Chamber has been again receivinggrievances from industries and associations 
regarding additional extension of two months for holding AnnualGeneral Meeting (AGM) for 
the Financial Year 2019-2020,PHDCCI is aware about the necessary and mandate provisions 
of the laws, however we also acknowledgethe fact that Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) 
has gone far and above to provide facilities to theCorporates for effective and smooth 
functioning during COVID 19 pandemic which has impacted thebusinesses in India and 
worldwide largely. This pandemic following with serious lockdowns and impedimentsis 
causing several challenges such as:- 
 
1. The disruptions of the operations due to less movement of people has hampered the 
compliances, bookkeepingand accounting by corporates and audit of secretarial and cost 
records & financial statements of corporates. 
 
2. All the companies have not restarted their operations with full capacity. The main focus of 
corporatesnow days is to sustain existence by managing cash flow; debtors for recoveries, 
creditors for extendedcredit periods and banks and financial institutions for enhanced 
financial credit. 
 
3. Also, for corporates that switched to work from home models, there are several aspects 
of financial bookkeeping for corporates and essentially for audit of financial statements for 
AGM that require physicalverification at multiple sites across states such as checking cash in 
hand, stock, etc. that could not becarried out due to curbs on movements of office staff. 
 
4. The continued restrictions of travel in many parts of country such as Night Curfew or 
compulsion to travelwith COVID Negative report are increasing the problems of smooth 
functioning of Corporates speciallythose companies with overseas subsidiaries. 
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5. We are also aware that even though vaccination for Covid 19 has been approved, 
authorities will have toquicken its mass production and make it market-ready with all 
regulatory concerns taken care of whichmay definitely lead to the delay in availability of 
vaccination to general public. Till that, the staffs of officesare not willing to work on full 
capacity. 
 
6. In addition to the fear of Covid 19, there has been seeing a new strain of Covid at UK 
which is 70% morelethal than Covid 19. The states are announcing daily alerts as a 
precautionary measure amid mountingfears about a new corona virus variant spreading in 
Britain. Recently Maharashtra government hasdeclared a night curfew. All these issues are 
creating more fear among staff of companies and thereforeauditors, directors are notwilling 
to attend regular office. The news article in this regard is attached foryour ready reference. 
 
All these challenges are preventing companies from preparing financial statements and get 
them audited byChartered Accountant for financial audit, Company Secretary for secretarial 
audit and Cost Accountant forCost audits and also to fulfill other requirements for 
conducting the AGM.As we are at end of December,businesses are not yet working at full 
capacity; it may prove counterproductive to expect preparation offinancial statements on 
time and then seek approval of Board for the same. 
 
The MCA vide General Circular no. 20/2020 dated May 5 2020, has allowed the companies 
to conduct AGMthrough Video Conferencing or other Audio Visual means during the 
calendar year 2020. This dispensationworks for large and listed companies but the 
stakeholders and directors of MSME sector and othercorporates in suburban/tier -2 cities 
and rural areas are facing difficulties in having these meetings throughVideoconferencing 
and audio visual means due to issues in internet connectivity in remote places, lack ofdigital 
hardware for conducting meetings through digital means and lack of trained employees to 
conductmeeting through digital means. 
 
The government is also looking at suspension of insolvency cases against fresh Covid related 
defaults toextend by another three months from December 25. The extension will help 
thousands of cash strappedfirms tide over the Covid impact without the fears of getting 
dragged to the National Company Law Tribunal(NCLT). On same principle, the relief sought 
by PHDCCI needs to be provided to corporates acknowledgingthat corporates are finding it 
difficult to hold AGM in Covid era.Therefore, we request your good office to provide 
additional extension of two months for conductingAGMs for the financial year 2019-2020. 
This would promote the cherished vision and initiative ofPrime Minister of Ease of Doing 
Business and Minimum Government, Maximum Governance. Alsowith additional extension, 
companies will gain the opportunity to put in place a working digital infrastructure or for 
those lacking the capital to invest at the moment. 
We hope our suggestions will be considered favourably. 
With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
( SanjayAggarwal ) 



 

271 

 

9. Clarification pertaining to Section 21(5) of the MMDR Act pertaining to illegal mining 

(26th November, 2020) 

Shri Anil Kumar Jain, IAS 
Secretary 
Ministry of Mines, 
Shastri Bhawan 
New Delhi. 

Subject:Clarification pertaining to Section 21(5) of the MMDR Act pertaining to illegal 
mining. 

 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry!! 
 
At the outset, we would like to compliment the Government for announcing bold & 
structural reforms in the Coal & Mining Sector, which will indeed make our country 
ATMANIRBHAR and a leader in these sectors. 
 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which was established in 1905, is a proactive 
National Apex Chamber working at the grass-root level and with strong national and 
international linkages. The Chamber acts as a catalyst in the promotion of industry, trade 
and entrepreneurship. PHD Chamber, through its research-based policy advocacy role, 
positively impacts the economic growth and development of the nation. We are committed 
to support the Government of India in building an Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
 
Many of our members having mining leases, obtained through auctions and other than 
auctions and having all statutory clearances working in the defined lease boundary are 
seeking clarification on the applicability of Section 21(5) as, MMDR Act and the Rules. 
 
The judgement of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in W.P.(C) 114 of 2014 (Common Cause vs 
Union of India) has defined the term illegal mining. The judgement states: 
“The overall purpose and the objectives of the MMDR Act, as well as the Rules framed 
thereunder, is to ensure that mining operations are carried out in a scientific manner with a 
high degree of responsibility including responsibility in preserving and protecting the 
environment and the flora of the area.  Through this process, the holder of a mining lease is 
obliged to adhere to the standards laid down under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, 
or the EPA as well as the laws pertaining to the air and water pollution and by necessary 
implication , the provisions of the Forest ( Conservation) Act, 1980. If the holder of a mining 
lease does not adhere to the provisions of the statutes or the rules or terms of the mining 
lease, that person is liable to incur penalties under Section 21 of the MMDR Act……….. 
 
It was wrongly submitted that a mining operation only outside the mining lease area would 
constitute “illegal mining”. That is because the definition of “illegal mining” in Rule 2(ii-a) of 
the MCR was inserted by a notification dated 26-7-2012 while the present case is concerned 
with an earlier period.” 
(Emphasis supplied) 
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The Rule 2(ii-a) as inserted by the said notification defines “illegal mining” which means any 
reconnaissance or prospecting or mining operations undertaken by any person or a 
company in any area, without holding a reconnaissance permit or a prospecting license or, 
as the case may be, a mining lease, as required under subsection (1) of section 4 of the Act. 
Explanation: For the purpose of the clause,- 
(a) Violation of any rules, other than the rules made under section 23C of the Act, within 
the mining lease area by the holder of a mining lease shall not include illegal mining. 
(b) Any area granted under a reconnaissance permit or a prospecting license or a mining 
lease, as the case may be, shall be considered as an area held with lawful authority by the 
holder of such permit or license or a lease, while determining the extent of illegal mining. 
 
Further, the approved mining plan for the lease details the permissible annual production of 
ROM, Lump, Fines of various grades and OB. The monthly production or quarterly 
production or any concept of pro-rata production does not form part of any approvals as 
only the annual limits are approved by the IBM and the EC granted by MoEF is also for 
annual production thereof.  
 
In view of the above factual background, it may be clarified if the following would come 
under the gambit of illegal production: 
 
(i) Monthly variations in production due to local weather conditions, or discontinuance 
of operations by the State government which may result in some months of the year having 
high production, some nil production and some moderate or low production or a 
combination of the above but working within the statutory limits (EC/FC/ CTO/Mining plan) 
and within the lease area. 
 
(ii) Discontinuance of the mining operations due to force majeure conditions or 
conditions akin to force majeure like temporary closure due to litigation etc. In this case, the 
mine owner maximizes production after the mine resumes operations while taking all 
environmental safeguards and working within the statutory limits (EC/FC/ CTO/Mining plan) 
and within the lease area. 
 
The above clarification is urgently required as many mining leaseholders have had the 
mining lease executed earlier, could not begin production due to valid reasons, but are 
bound to produce 80% of the EC as per the tender document or face consequential 
penalties. They would maximize production within the remaining months and are concerned 
that this should be coming under the gambit of the “illegal mining”. 
 
We shall be grateful if you could kindly clarify the above issue. 
 
Thanking you. 
With kind regards, 
Dr Yogesh Srivastav 
Principal Director 
PHDCCI 
New Delhi 
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8. Requesting clarification on EC conditions pertaining to Mining leases (26th November, 

2020) 

Shri Rameshwar Prasad Gupta, IAS 
Secretary 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change New Delhi. 
 
Sub: Requesting clarification on EC conditions pertaining to Mining leases 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
Greetings from PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry!! 
 
At the outset, we would like to compliment the Government for taking bold 
decisions for reducing pollution and working towards decarbonising the Indian 
economy. 
 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which was established in 1905, is a 
proactive National Apex Chamber working at the grass-root level and with strong 
national and international linkages. The Chamber acts as a catalyst in the promotion 
of industry, trade and entrepreneurship. PHD Chamber, through its research-based 
policy advocacy role, positively impacts the economic growth and development of 
the nation. We are committed to support the Government of India in building an 
Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
 
As per the EIA 2006, there is a well-defined process for obtaining an EC involving the 
submission of application in Form I along with proposed TOR, approved Mining plan, 
issuance of TOR and collection of baseline data, preparation of draft EIA and EMP, 
public consultation and preparation of final EIA -EMP and its approval.  
 
The EC has various conditions pertaining to Air, Water, Wind, Soil, Dust, Noise, 
Industrial waste, Transportation, groundwater management etc. which needs to be 
adhered to by the mining lessee.  In the General Conditions, there is a clear direction 
that “No change in the calendar plan including excavation, the quantum of mineral, 
and waste produced shall be made”. 
 
A few of our members have requested clarification on the above condition since 
there are many factors some of which are force majeure conditions, others akin to 
force majeure, which lead to variation in the monthly production of mineral, 
however within the overall EC limit granted by the MoEF. e.g., a mine has an EC of 12 
MTPA; there can be two kinds of variations while maintaining the total production 
for the year at 12 MTPA: 
 
(i) Monthly variations in production due to local weather conditions, or 
discontinuance of operations by the State government which may result in some 
months of the year having high production, some nil production and some moderate 
or low production or a combination of the above. 
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(ii) Discontinuance of the mining operations due to force majeure conditions or 
conditions akin to force majeure like temporary closure due to litigation etc. In this 
case, the mine owner maximizes production after the mine resumes operations 
while taking all environmental safeguards. 
 
Our members would request your kind clarification that if mining is done as per a 
valid EC and they maintain the yearly permitted production as per the granted EC, in 
both the above-stated situations, i.e. (i) and (ii) there would be no violation of 
Environment norms. 
 
We shall be grateful if you could kindly clarify the above issue. 
 
Thanking You, 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Dr Yogesh Srivastav 
Principal Director 
PHDCCI 
New Delhi 
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7. PHDCCI Suggestions on Faceless Assessment (3rd November, 2020) 
 
Shri M. Ajit Kumar  
Chairman 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs  
Ministry of Finance 
North Block  
New Delhi 110 001 
 
Respected Sir,  
Greetings! 
 

PHDCCI Suggestions on Faceless Assessment 
 
We wish to bring to your kind attention an issue being faced by the members of 
trade & industry regarding changes in Faceless assessment, Customs (Administration 
of Rules of Origin under Trade Agreements) Rules, 2020 (CAROTAR, 2020), E Office, 
Manufacturing and Other Operations in Warehouse Regulations, 2020 (MOOWR, 
2020) etc. 
 
It may be highlighted that many procedural and process changes have been 
introduced by CBIC in the recent times, most significant relating to Faceless 
assessment, CAROTAR, E Office, MOOWR etc. 
 
In recent times, number of new initiatives was introduced, the entire process of 
handling of Exim cargo has become little challenge and delays have become 
inevitable. 
 
There are issues faced at ground level for handling of import/ export consignment.  
 
We are enclosing herewith for your kind perusal, our suggestions to streamline the 
processes. 
 
We trust our suggestions will receive your favourable consideration.  
 
Thanking you 
 
With Best Regards, 

 
 
(Bimal Jain) 

Chairman, Indirect Taxes Committee 
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6. GST 18% applied to Services provided to Foreign Clients within FYWZ – (2nd November, 
2020) 
 

Shri M. Ajit Kumar  
Chairman 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs  
Ministry of Finance 
North Block  
New Delhi 110 001 
Respected Sir,  
Greetings! 
 

GST 18% applied to Services provided to Foreign Clients within FYWZ 
 

We wish to bring to your kind attention an issue being faced by by Units (holding valid Letter 
of Approval from the Development Commissioner office, SEZ Division, Ministry of 
Commerce) operating with the Free Trade &Warehousing Zone (FTWZ), a sector specific 
special economic zone under SEZ Act. 
 
It may be highlighted that while FTWZ is deemed to be a foreign territory and it is also 
considered to be a tax free enclave, however, GST is being levied on services provided to 
foreign entities (who do not have any presence in India) availing services of Indian FTWZ. 
This is mainly because of the GST provision with respect to “Place of Service”. 
 
The following may be mentioned with respect to the above: 

 In case of services rendered by any IT SEZ to foreign entities within a SEZ located in 
Indian, GST is zero rated/ exempted. 

  FTWZ Units provide various services to foreign entities like storage for their goods; value 
added services, transportation, etc. within its SEZ area in India. 

 

 These foreign entities have no physical presence within FTWZ or in India, except for their 
goods lying within the FTWZ area.  

 

 However, presently these foreign entities are required to pay GST @18%.  
 

 GST paid by such foreign entity is cost to them as they cannot take input credit on the 
GST paid. Also, there is no mechanism for refund of GST charges on such services thereby 
discouraging foreign entities to avail services of Indian FTWZ's.  

 

 In case of FTWZ across the world like Dubai, for similar nature of services the tax there is 
"NIL”.  

It is therefore suggested thatan urgent action be initiated in the above matter, so that true 
business potential of FTWZ can be unleashed which will not only increase FOREX earning for 
the country but also boost employment, increase ease of doing business, create India a 
Global Trading Hub and curb outflow of forex from India.  
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We trust our suggestions will be considered on merits. 
 
Thanking you 
 
With Best Regards, 
 

 
(Bimal Jain) 
Chairman, Indirect Taxes Committee 
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5. Request to extend the timelines of implementation of e-invoicing for taxpayers having 

aggregate turnover more than INR 100 Crore 

 

Smt. NirmalaSitharaman 

Hon’ble Finance Minister of India 

Ministry of Finance 

North Block 

New Delhi-110011 

 

Respected Ma’am 

Greetings! 

 

Sub: Request to extend the timelines of implementation of e-invoicing for taxpayers 

having aggregate turnover more than INR 100 Crore 

 

PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been working as a catalyst for the 

promotion of Indian industry, trade and entrepreneurship for the past 115 years. It is a 

forward looking, proactive and dynamic pan-India apex organization.  Our endeavour is to 

strengthen linkages for technological advancement through effective industry and 

government research partnership. 

 

At the outset, we would like to appreciate the commendable efforts of Central Government 

and all State Governments and all the subordinate offices thereof to introduce and 

implement GST in India-the biggest tax reform since independence. The implementation of 

GST has resulted in implementation of the policy of ‘one nation, one tax’ across the country 

which is truly a significant achievement when compared with the erstwhile indirect tax 

regime. 

 

Further, the introduction of e-invoicing in the current ecosystem has completely revamped 

the invoicing pattern of the industry. We would like to appreciate the commendable step 

taken by the government to eliminate the fake invoicing system prevalent in the economy 

for distributing the fake input tax credits and reward honest taxpayers by allowing them 

valid input tax credit. 

 

We would like to highlight that while the objective of the government is in the best interest 

of taxpayers, there are few practical issues being faced by small taxpayers in implementing 

the above.  

 

Some of the issues pertinent to the e-invoicing system are enclosed for your kind 

consideration. 
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We trust these will be favourably considered in the best interests of industry.  

 

Thanking You 

 

With Regards 

 
Sanjay Agarwal 
President, PHDCCI 
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4. Representation in wake of banning DG sets in Delhi-NCR for the Industry (12th October, 

2020) 

Dr. BhureLal 
Chairman 
Environment Pollution (Prevention & Control) Authority 
 

Representation in wake of banning DG sets in Delhi-NCR for the Industry 
 
Dear Dr. BhureLal, 
 
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI) has been working as a catalyst for 
the promotion of Indian Industry, trade and entrepreneurship for the past 115 years. 
PHD Chamber with a special focus on MSME works at the grass roots level, with 
strong national and international linkages for propelling progress, harmony and 
integrated development of the Indian economy. 
 
The Environment Pollution and Control Authority vide its letter no EPCA-R/2020/L-38 
dated 8th October, 2020 (enclosed) has banned the use of DG sets for the industry in 
Delhi NCR from 15th October 2020 onwards. 
 
We hereby want to submit that the Industry uses DG sets only as power backup in 
case of electricity failures or power cuts as otherwise usage of DG sets are not 
feasible for the industry. Essential and Continuous Industry like chilling plants, 
assembly lines, injection and molding units, boilers and textiles etc requires an 
undisrupted supply of electricity for smooth operations without which the losses can 
be huge. Security in industrial areas at night without the regular flow of electricity is 
also at stake.Industry is already going through a rough phase considering the 
ongoing pandemic and such measures will further aggravate the challenges for the 
industry. We request EPCA to allow the usage of DG sets in case of power failures 
only. 
 
We sincerely hope that the Environment Pollution (Prevention & Control) Authority 
will positively consider our request and ensure early action to support the industry 
during the challenging times. Thanking you and looking forward to receive your early 
positive response. 
 
With Kindest Regards 

 

 
 

(Dr. Ranjeet Mehta) 
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3. Comments on Steel and Steel Products (Quality Control Order dated 17thJuly, 2020) 

(9th October, 2020) 

 

ShriDharmendraPradhan 
Hon'ble Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Minister of Steel 
Ministry of Steel 
Government of India 
 
Comments on Steel and Steel Products (Quality Control Order dated 17thJuly,2020 

 
Ref: Ministry of Steel Notification issued dated 17th July 2020 regarding Mandatory 
BIS Certification for Various Steel and Steel Products 
 
Hon’ble Minister, 
 
PHDCCI’s Metal Container Manufacturers Member Companies who are the major 
consumers of tinplate / tin free steel have the following concerns with regard toSteel 
and Steel Products (Quality Control Order dated 17th July 2020). 
 
 
Our comments to the referred notification are as follows: 
 

 Similar kind of quality control orders had been brought few times earlier 
(2008, 2015 and 2017) also but the same were withdrawn keeping in mind 
the practical difficulties in implementation of these orders and also that 
industry essentially requires both prime and non prime materials. 

 

 Total demand of tinplate/tin free steel in the country is around 
6,50,000tonnes while the domestic availability is 4,00,000 tonnes.  The gap in 
demand and supply is met through imports. 

 

 The total demand of 6,50,000tonnes represent approx. 70% prime material 
and 30% is non prime material. 

 

 Tin containers/closures are primarily used for packing of edible and non-
edible products. While the prime material is mainly used for food and edible 
products, non-prime material (arising out of production of prime material) is 
required for non-edible and non-critical products like Talcum powder, paints, 
mosquito coils, file clips, stationery products etc. 

 

 Various categories of tinplate/ tin free steel are currently not produced in the 
country like thinner gauges, width more than 1000mm, narrow width coil etc. 

 

 As regards tin free steel is concerned only Tinplate Company of India is 
producing the same and that too they produce it only once a quarter.  So 
there is always a demand supply gap for this product. Tin free steel is mainly 
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required to manufacture crowns/closures/components etc. used to seal 
bottles for soft drink beer/ juices/flavoured milk etc. 

 

 Import of prime material is generally as per respective country’s standard 
which are either equal to or stricter than relevant ISO standards like BIS 1993 
is align with ISO 11949. Prime material is strictly produced as per 
specification given by the importer. 

 

 As regards Non-prime material, the same is an arising during production of 
prime material and is downgraded to non-prime due to various reasons like 
surface defects, pin hole, off gauge/size etc.  This material is normally sold by 
the tinplate Mills through an auction in order to achieve the right market 
price. As mentioned above this material is used for various non-critical 
products as already detailed above. 

 

 In order to ensure use of prime tinplate for food products FSSAI had issued a 
notification on 24th December 2018 where they have allowed use of 
equivalent International Standards, i.e. ISO 11949-2016 for tinplate and ISO 
11950 – 1995 for tin free steel along with relevant BIS standard.  The 
Authority  after considering the representation of the industry and keeping in 
mind that there is a demand supply gap and also in order to ensure that the 
essential packaging material like tin containers are available to the processed 
food and beverage industry , they agreed to allow equivalent International 
Standards.  

 

 As per QCO this order will be effective six months from the date of 
publication.  In this regard, keeping in mind the current COVID-19 situation 
with ban on International Travel as well Covidfear , the foreign Tinplate Mills 
will not be able to get the relevant BIS Licences. There is a total uncertainty 
and no one is prepared to take a risk to travel internationally even if it is 
allowed in next few months.    Therefore, the proposal to implement the 
order after six months is not recommended at all. 

 

 We also understand that one of our supplier M/s. NIPPON Steel applied for a 
BIS License in January 2020 and so far none of BIS representative could visit 
them in order to qualify them. 

 

 As per QCO the foreign suppliers are required to take BIS licence in order to 
supply to India.  We understand the process is quite cumbersome and 
expensive and also time consuming. The cost for getting such licence and fees 
payable to BIS will obviously be included in the selling price being charged 
from us.  Therefore, it will increase our landed prices and requirement of 
more cash by the industry which is already struggling to reset their business 
and facing huge liquidity crisis. 
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 The food processors in India import huge quantities of empty cans as well and 
various food products packed in tin cans which are sold in the Indian market are 
imported & marketed by trade in India. Such imports will not qualify under this 
QCO.  If they are allowed to be imported, then it will not be fair to Indian 
manufacturers, who are supplying to Food Processing Industry. 

 

 There are lot of components required by can industry which are not sufficiently 
manufactured in India like Easy open ends, peel off ends, cones and domes etc. 
are imported in to India as the demand in India do not justify huge capital 
investment in this sector. Therefore, the industry imports such products from 
different countries as making a capital investment to produce them here is not 
viable.  Such products are covered in Table-II at Sl. no. 3,4,5,6 and 7 of the QCO.  
These components are generally produced from tinplate/tin free steel which 
Indian can  manufacturer buys from different  countries and are generally as per 
quality standards of respective  country which is again align with ISO Standards 
and such components are approved for use in containers by respective customer. 
Moreover, for various products like easy open ends/peel off etc., there are no BIS 
Standards as these products are not produced in the country. 

 

 Although, there are no official figures of such imports but it is estimated that the 
material used for these components is approx. 5000 tonnes per annum. (Approx. 
300 million ends per annum) 

 

 As per Clause 2-D of QCO it has been mentioned that the consignment shall be 
accompanied with the test certificate carrying BIS license Number of the Input 
material. We feel this is the most impractical requirement and against ease of 
being doing business.  It is quite common in the industry to manufacture 
different components of cans from different source of material and it would be 
most difficult for any Can manufacturer to establish identity as to which source 
of material is used for making body, bottom, lid, ring etc.  This will unnecessarily 
increase the paper work and the compliance cost and still will not be able to 
achieve the purpose.   Even the test certificate of the consignment given by the 
producer of tinplate contains different sizes and thicknesses. Therefore, to arrive 
at one to one co-relation with the finished product will not be possible for a can 
maker.  AS mentioned above the industry need 6,50,000tonnes therefore, it 
would be a huge clerical work to meet this requirement. 

 

 Please refer to Sl. no. 4 of Table -2 which says that tinplate and tin free cans 
of capacity less than 50 Litre. Which are to be closed by soldering/ crimping 
while all the Can makers are currently using seam welding technology which 
is not covered here. 

 
 
 
PHDCCI would like to submit the following recommendations: 
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1.    Keeping in mind demand supply gap, we request Ministry of Steel to allow use of 
materials which are aligned to ISO. This has already been included in FSSAI order as 
well as recommended by M/O MSME. 
 
2.    There is only one producer of TFS in the country and that too it produces 
material once a quarter while requirement is virtually spread all over the year. 
 
3.    Considering COVID 19 situation with restriction on movements in and out of 
country including International travel, we strongly recommend to defer this 
notification. 
 
4.    Non-Prime material is essentially required by industry for non-critical non-edible 
products; therefore any move to ban import of such material will result in to job loss 
and increase in defaults to banks. Moreover this material is commercially acceptable 
for the products for which it is used and such products are manufactured in Micro 
and small sector. While Government of India is working hard on announcing financial 
packages to revive this sector, unfortunately QCO is going against that spirit. 
 
5.    Tinplate/Tin free steel products like EOE/Peel off/Cone/Domes etc., which are 
imported and are not sufficiently manufactured in the country, are essentially 
required as they are used for consumer conveniences and are accepted in the 
market. Proposals in QCO will restrict import of such products which is not desirable 
at all.  This certainly requires reconsideration as it would be huge set back to the 
industry. 
 
6.    Government should seriously consider of setting up a development fund to 
provide soft loan to the industry in order to develop local capability for producing 
such components in the country in few years in order to promote “Make in India” 
and “Atmanirbhar Bharat”. This fund will also promote   import substitution and 
encourage exports from India. 
 
Keeping in view the above submissions we recommend to hold implementation of 
the said order till the details are discussed with the metal container industry. As 
mentioned, similar notifications were issued in the past but on representation by 
industry, a realistic view was taken and they were withdrawn. Process food industry 
is one of the thrust sectors of the Government and tin containers are essential 
packaging material for them, Steel QCO will restrict supply of input material to can 
industry and packaging material to process food industry which is not in the interest 
of nation where already food loss is up to 30%. This will also result into virtual 
monopolistic situation in the country as there are only two producers and one of 
them don’t produce TFS at all. 
 
Finally, the order will affect large number of small can makers/product manufacturer 
in MSME SECTOR and large number of people engaged in the trade who generate 
huge employment and revenue to the Govt. 
 
Hope this receives your kind attention. 
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With best regards,  
 

   Yours sincerely, 

 

(SaurabhSanyal) 

 Secretary General 
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2.  Request for Giving Preference to Rajasthan based HDPE pipe manufacturing units in 
“Jal Jeevan Mission” project in Rajasthan (6th October 2020) 
 
Shri Ashok Gehlot Ji,  
Hon’ble Chief Minister,  
Government of Rajasthan 
 
Sub: Request for Giving Preference to Rajasthan based HDPE pipe manufacturing units in 
“Jal Jeevan Mission” project in Rajasthan. 
 
Respected Sir, 
 
At the outset we would like to place on record our sincere appreciation and gratitude for 
the commendable work, being done by Government of Rajasthan under your visionary 
leadership for providing water to every rural household in Rajasthan, under the “Jal Jeevan 
Mission” (JJM). 
 
Requirement of HDPE pipes and other related items would be huge & constitute a 
significant component of this ambitious programme. 
 
We would like to bring to your kind notice that Rajasthan has emerged as a known HDPE 
pipe manufacturing hub with over 200 units mostly in MSME sector in different districts of 
the State. 
 
We take this opportunity to humbly request you to kindly give preference to Rajasthan 
based HDPE pipe manufacturing units for procuring pipe requirements in water supply 
schemes under JJM. 
 
It will be a significant help & support of Government of Rajasthan to large number of 
MSMEs in Plastic sector in post Covid-19 scenario which will go a long way in helping large 
number of migrant workforce besides contributing tremendously to the exchequer by way 
of GST etc. It would also facilitate new investment in this sector. 
 
It may be mentioned that other State Governments in India are also giving preference to 
local manufacturers for supply of pipes & other components under JJM procurement. 
 
In the above backdrop we solicit your kind personal indulgence in the matter and request 
you to kindly issue necessary directions to the concern Departments. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
(Digvijay Dhabriya) 
Chairman, PHDCCI, Rajasthan Mobile No. 9829052707 
Email: digvijaydhabriya@polywood.org 
 
(Suneel Dutt Goyal) 
Co-Chairman, PHDCCI, Rajasthan Mobile No.: 9414063537 
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Email: suneelduttgoyal@gmail.com 
 
CC To: 
 
1.            Hon’ble Minister of PHED, Government of Rajasthan 
2.            Hon’ble Minister of Industries, Government of Rajasthan 
3.            Chief Secretary, Government of Rajasthan 
4.            Principal Secretary, Industries Department, Government of Rajasthan 
5.            Principal Secretary, PHED Department, Government of Rajasthan 
 
(Representation on the same subject also sent to Shri Shri B.D. Kalla Ji, Hon'ble Minister 
Public Health Engineering Department, Government of Rajasthan, Jaipur) 
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1. Electricity Duty on Solar Power for Captive Use (Exemption) (1st October 2020) 
 
Shri Ajitabh Sharma,  
IAS  
Principal Secretary  
Energy Department  
Government of Rajasthan 
Jaipur 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

Electricity Duty on Solar Power for Captive Use (Exemption) 
 
Industries are allowed to put solar power plants & the power distribution companies install 
a net metering system to calculate how much power has been pumped in by industry into 
the discom's system from the generation of rooftop solar power. Hon'ble Prime Minister has 
also been emphasizing the significance of renewable energy. 
 
There was an order No. JP/SE(C)/XEN(P & IA)/F.D. 1271 dated 24.07.2019 from Jaipur Vidyut 
Vitran Nigam Limited (JVVNL) according to which electricity duty on solar power plant set up 
for captive use was exempted. The validity of this exemption notification was till 31 March 
2020 which has unfortunately not been extended resulting in charging of electricity duty on 
solar power generated and used captively wef 1 April 2020. 
 
Our members have desired that the exemption on electricity duty payable on the 
consumption of captive solar energy generated should be further extended beyond 31 
March 2020. 
 
We request that the Government should issue notification extending the exemption on 
electricity duty on solar power generated and used captively w.e.f. 1 April 2020. This will 
also encourage production of Renewable Energy and will ease the demand of thermal 
power and contribute to achievement of India's RE production target. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
(Saurabh Sanyal) 

 
(Representation on the same subject also sent to Shri A K Gupta, Managing Director, 
Jaipur Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited (JVVNL), Jaipur-30200 (Rajasthan); Shri Shreemat 
Pandey, Chairperson, Rajasthan Electricity Regulatory Commission (RERC), Vidyut 
Viniyamak Bhawan 
Sahakar Marg, Jaipur-30200 (Rajasthan)). 


