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Profile

Established in 1905, PHD Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry has 
completed 114 glorious years. It is 
a proactive and dynamic multi-state 
apex organization working at the grass 
roots level with strong national and 
international linkages. PHD Chamber 
acts as a catalyst in the promotion of 
industry, trade and entrepreneurship.

Presence

PHD Chamber’s presence is spread 
in almost all parts of the country. 
Headquartered in Delhi, the Chamber 
has its regional offices in Patna, 
Bhopal, Chandigarh, Dehradun 
(Garhwal), Kashipur(Kumaon), Jaipur, 
Jammu, Srinagar, Lucknow, Raipur, 
Shimla, Ranchi, Guwahati and Cochin. 
PHD Chamber is globally connected 
through institutional linkages with over 
100 important foreign Chambers of 
Commerce.

Membership Development

The Membership  Development 
Committee was reconstituted with 
Mr. Ashish  Agrawal as Chairman 
and Mr. Padam Kumar Gupta as Co-
chairman. The Committee discussed 
the measures needed to strengthen 
the membership base as also to keep 
up the interests of members in the 
activities of PHD Chamber. The total 
number of members of  PHD Chamber 
as on September, 2019 is 2255 
including Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Chattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Jammu & 
Kashmir, Punjab and Madhya Pradesh 
Chapter , North-East, Himachal 
Pradesh, Haryana, UP Chapter 
(Varanasi Task Force), Uttar Pradesh 
State Chapter (Lucknow) Kerala 
members.  During the year under 
review, 157 new members joined PHD 
Chamber, including 7 new patron and 
19 new association members while 

211 members were removed from the 
membership of PHD Chamber.

Our 202 Association- Members 
represent over 1,30,000 industrial, 
service and trade enterprises. A list 
of Association Members is given in 
Annexure C.

Functions

PHD Chamber is engaged in 
organizing more than 400 conferences 
and seminars annually including 
workshops and social networking 
events in almost all parts of the 
country. Besides, PHD Chamber is 
represented on Central and State 
Advisory Committees / Consultative 
Boards. Both Central and State 
Governments consult PHD Chamber 
before announcing or formulating any 
major economic / industrial policy. 
With the in-house expertise, PHD 
Chamber gives business advice to 
Indian companies on various aspects 
of business including national and 
regional economic and industry related 
issues, corporate affairs, taxation, 
finance and banking, capital markets, 
MSMEs, infrastructure and energy, 
hydrocarbon, labour and industrial 
relations, health, human resources 
and skill development, tourism, agri-
business and environment among 
others.

Services

Certification and Attestation Services: 
PHD Chamber is authorized by 
the Government of India to issue 
certificates of origin (non-preferential) 
to Indian exporters. PHD Chamber 
also attests commercial documents 
of various types. Recommendation 
letters for visas for business promotion 
to foreign diplomatic missions in India 
are also issued for representatives of 
member companies.

PHD Research Bureau is the research 
arm of the PHD Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry to review the economic 
situation and policy developments at 
sub-national, national and international 
levels and comment on them in order 
to update the members from time to 
time, to present suitable memoranda to 
the government as and when required. 
The Research Bureau prepares States’ 
Profiles, conducts thematic research 
studies on various socio-economic 
and business developments and 
makes recommendations to the 
government.  The Research Bureau 
has been forecasting various lead 
economic indicators at the micro 
as well as macro level. Many of its 
research reports have been widely 
covered by media and leading 
business newspapers during the year. 

The PHD Research Bureau published 
around 25 research reports/ papers/ 
state profiles/projects/ thematic 
papers, among others during the year 
on various emerging issues in area of 
Economic and Business environment. 
The reports on various important 
themes such as Interim Budget 
2019-20, Union Budget 2019-20, 
Women Entrepreneurship, Strategy for 
Enhancing Exports by 2025, Creation 
of Jobs in Indian Economy, Suggestive 
Roadmap for Revitalizing Economic 
Growth, Role of Rural Economy in 
US$ 5 Trillion Economy, Wishlist of 
the Industry for the Next Five Years 
and state profiles of various states, 
among others were published during 
the year. The PHD Research Bureau 
also conducted various government 
studies such as study for CAG office of 
India on Impact of Anti-Dumping Duty 
on Industry and Study on University-
Industry Linkages in Research for 
DSIR. 

It may be mentioned that PHD 
Research Bureau has entered into 
a Collaborative Agreement with 
Department of Commerce, Delhi 
School of Economics for research 

PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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Next 5 Years wherein the session was 
addressed by Dr Ajay Chhibber, Former 
Economist, World Bank and Visiting 
Scholar, Institute of International 
Economic Policy, George Washington 
University, USA.

Further, PHD Research Bureau has 
Trade and Investment Facilitation 
Services (TIFS), which is a vital 
component for international trade and 
investment community. It is envisioned 
to facilitate firms across the globe for 
trade and investments in India while 
simultaneously meeting India’s rapidly 
growing appetite for new markets to 
enhance trade and investments. The 
TIFS portal is a one-stop solution that 
caters to all the trade and investment 
related requirements of existing and 
potential investors across the globe. 
The portal has been integrated with 
rich resources and comprises of 
economists from PHD Research 
Bureau. The focus of TIFS is to create 
a robust platform for boosting trade 
and investment flows in India. The 
aim of TIFS is to make India a US$ 
100 billion (per annum) investment 
destination in the next five years and to 
enhance India’s trade trajectory to the 
higher level. TIFS envisage US$ 1000 
billion merchandise trade (exports and 
imports) and US$500 billion services 
trade (exports and imports) per annum 
in the next five years. 

During the year, TIFS interacted with 
various delegations from the US, 
Japan, France, Belgium, Romania 
and Sri Lanka on critical issues such 
as Trade-Protectionism, Free Trade 
Agreements and Increasing Prospects 
for Trade and Investments. 

Capacity Building: PHD Chamber 
organizes focused entrepreneurial 
development training  programmes 
in co-operation with the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation of Germany in 
various states.

The total number of 
members of  PHD 

Chamber as on September, 
2019 is 2255 including 

Rajasthan, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Chattisgarh, 

Uttarakhand, Jammu 
& Kashmir, Punjab and 

Madhya Pradesh Chapter 
, North-East, Himachal 
Pradesh, Haryana, UP 
Chapter (Varanasi Task 
Force), Uttar Pradesh 

State Chapter (Lucknow) 
Kerala members.  During 

the year under review, 
157 new members joined 
PHD Chamber, including 
7 new patron and 19 new 

Association Members 
while 211 members 

were removed from the 
membership of PHD 

Chamber.

Our 202 Association- 
Members represent over 

1,30,000 industrial, service 
and trade enterprises. A 

list of association members 
is given in Annexure ‘C.

activities in which 7 Research 
Projects are being conducted on 
various topics related to the economy, 
industry and trade. The first report 
under the Agreement titled ‘Ease of 
Doing Business for MSMEs’ has been 
recently released in the States’ Policy 
Conclave 2019 of PHDCCI.

This year, PHD Research Bureau also 
entered into consultancy studies such 
as study for corporates on Cement 
Sector and Agri-Warehousing, among 
others. The Bureau also participated in 
and gave a presentation on ‘Destination 
India’ organized by University of 
Leeds Business School through 
video conferencing. PHD Research 
Bureau also conducted a session 
on Interaction with Economists from 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). The 
Research Bureau is a member of RBI’s 
Industry Monitoring Group (IMG) in 
which it provides inputs on economic 
outlook bi-annually and participates in 
the Interface Meeting held every year 
in Pune. The Bureau also participates 
in the RBI’s Survey of Professional 
Forecasters and provides its forecasts 
on bi-monthly basis.

The PHD Research Bureau organized 
open-house discussions on topical 
issues such as Rupee Scenario, 
Industrial Growth, Lok Sabha Election 
Viewing Session, Public Private 
Partnership for Developing Social 
Sector Infrastructure, Post Election 
Market Outlook of Various Asset 
Classes, among others.  

During the year, the PHD Research 
Bureau organized a mega event 
such as India 2022 - 75 Years 
of India’s Independence wherein 
eminent economist, Dr Bibek Debroy, 
Chairman, Economic Advisory Council 
to the Prime Minister and Member, 
NITI Aayog, had been invited to talk 
upon. Another mega event had been 
organized on India Towards a Shared 
Prosperity: Economic Agenda for the 
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Dear Friends, 

The Indian electorate has spoken and 
once again, unequivocally, chosen a 
stable and a decisive government at 
the centre, with the promising vision 
of Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 
to lead ‘New India’ into the league 
of developed nations.  We, at the 
PHD Chamber welcome the people’s 
mandate and are highly motivated 
to partner with the Government and 
Industry members to drive India to 
become a USD 5 trillion economy by 
2025 with “Spasht Neeti, Sahi Disha” 
(clear policy, right direction). 

Suitable economic reforms, a large 
consumer base and well-developed 
financial system provide scope for long-
term development. We are regarded as 
an important player in the international 
arena, with strong fundamentals, 
favourable demographics and a 
large market. Experts expect India to 
grow at 7 percent annually over the 
next few years, with  an outcome of 
financial inclusion, rural upliftment 
and infrastructure development. 
This path to sustained development 
however, cannot be achieved without 
being inclusive  and promoting 
prosperity, objectives which the 
Indian Government promises, as also 
aligned with the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

The past few months have been 
historical. Bold moves such as 
abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir, a defining moment 
for India; passing of the Triple Talaq 
Bill for protecting rights of Muslim 
women and amendment of the laws 
of anti-terrorism, have witnessed 
an overwhelming support of the 
countrymen due to PM Narendra 
Modi’s determination and decisiveness 
to build a united and developed India. 
Further, I must commend the brilliant 
efforts by ISRO to make India amongst 
the first nations to attempt a landing on 
the south pole of the moon.

Economic growth during the past 
5 years has moved in tandem with 
fiscal discipline and benign inflationary 
conditions. Despite the global 
headwinds, India is among the most 
preferred destination for investors 
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as it allows foreign direct investment 
(FDI) of up to 100 percent of the 
equity shareholding in most sectors 
under the automatic route. FDI inflows 
surpassed USD 60 billion for the 
first time in India’s economic history 
showcasing the confidence felt by the 
international community.

The Modi government has taken bold 
structural steps towards transformation 
of domestic businesses and creating a 
globally competitive industry. Despite 
the moderation of GDP in the last few 
quarters, India remains the fastest 
growing economy and remains stable 
and on an upward growth trajectory. 
Big ticket reforms announced by 
Hon’ble Finance Minister, Mrs. Nirmala 
Sitharaman such as recapitalization 
of Public Sector Banks, merger of 10 
Public Sector Banks into 4 Banks, 
rollback of enhanced surcharge 
on Foreign Portfolio Investors, 
liberalization of 100 percent FDI in coal 
mining, contract manufacturing, digital 
media and insurance intermediaries, 
payment of all pending GST refunds 
to MSMEs within 30 days, automated 
refund route for Input Tax Credits in 
GST, remission of duties or taxes on 
exported products, withdrawal of 
Angel Tax provisions for Startups and 
their investors and more credit support 
for purchase of houses, vehicles and 
consumption goods are well thought 
out. Further steps like increase in 
credit guarantee for export finance 
and monitoring of export finance 
availability on a weekly basis should 
help smoothen credit flow. 

These above initiatives aim to address 
tax concerns, raise consumer demand 
and investments, lift credit flow, 
improve interest rate transmission, 
and thereby reduce non-performing 
assets. These efforts will not only 
generate large-scale employment 
but also ensure enhanced private 
sector investment in sectors such 
as agro-processing, real estate and 
construction and manufacturing. 
Further, these timely measures would 
mitigate the impact of emerging 
issues such as bleak global economic 
outlook, US-China trade war and a 
looming BREXIT’s knock-on effect on 

the economy. 

Implementation of the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) with a pledge of 
“One nation-One tax” has subsumed 
all the indirect taxes except few multi-
stage production processes. Further 
reforms in GST such as shifting 
items from higher to lower tax slabs 
and simplifying procedures would 
enhance ease of doing business, 
reduce transaction costs and increase 
tax collections. To create an industry 
friendly environment, the government 
has also cut corporate tax rates to 22 
percent for domestic companies and 
15 percent for new manufacturing 
companies. India jumped 65 spots in 
World Bank’s ‘Ease of Doing Business’ 
ranking from 142th rank in 2015 to 77th 
rank in 2019 among 190 economies. 
The PM is positive that India shall soon 
be amongst the top 50.

The government introduced faceless 
and jurisdiction-less income tax 
assessment in 2018 and already 
over two lakh cases have been 
handled online by the IT Department. 
Such proactive efforts have led to 
a significant increase in direct tax 
revenue by more than 78 percent in 
FY 2018-19, as well as creating an 
all-time high of 49,29,121 Income-
Tax Returns e-filed in a single day on 
August 31, 2019. 

To compensate for the recent dwindling 
retail vehicle sales, the government 
has come in as a lead purchaser and 
lifted the ban on vehicle purchases by 
government departments. They have 
also increased depreciation rates till 
March 2020 and deferred the rule 
for one-time registration fees to June 
2020.

MSMEs have a very significant 
role in the Indian economy as they 
have been contributing more than 
32 percent in GVA, 33 percent in 
manufacturing and 40 percent in 
exports. Given this, ease of doing 
business becomes crucial to provide 
an efficient business environment for 
the 60 million MSMEs in the country, 
which also hold immense potential 
to generate employment. Also, India 
has reportedly more startups than 
anywhere else in the world. Given this, 

various initiatives have been taken to 
assist these ventures such as launch 
of SME Samadhan Portal, MSME 
Sambhand Portal, MSME Sampark 
Portal, single window system, and 
reduction in registration fees. I would 
like to highlight here that States can play 
a crucial role in promoting MSMEs and 
startups by taking proactive measures 
for their growth and competitiveness. 

I further opine that by embracing 
Industry 4.0 across functions such 
as manufacturing, supply chain, 
logistics and procurement, Indian 
companies will be able to enhance 
their operating profits and SMEs will 
have the advantages of speed and 
agility needed to deal with disruptions 
and innovations. 

I also agree with policymakers that in 
the defence manufacturing sector, there 
is a need to identify key components 
and systems and encourage global 
leaders to set up their manufacturing 
base in India, which could be achieved 
by offering incentives and technology 
transfer.

On the agriculture front, I applaud the 
government’s vision of doubling of 
farmers’ income by FY 2022. For small 
and marginal farmers, Rs. 90,000 
crores has been earmarked under 
the Kisan Samman Nidhi, to provide 
minimum income support and also 
long-term pension has been assured 
under the PM Kisan Maan Dhan 
Yojana. Having said this, States need 
to implement radical reforms such as 
ensuring fair price to farmers for their 
produce. Laws such as Agricultural 
Produce Market Committee Act and 
the Essential Commodities Act need 
to be reviewed. I must highlight on the 
role of digital technologies in the farm 
sector that is transforming the entire 
input supply chain, crop management 
cycle, regulated pesticide and fertilizer 
usage and storage and market access. 
Smart Farming needs to be explored 
to shift disguised unemployment from 
traditional agriculture to agro and food 
processing exports and set up such 
agro clusters. 

With the looming water crisis across 
the subcontinent, it is reassuring to 
note that the government plans to 
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allocate Rs. 3.5 lakh crores under the 
‘Jal Jeevan Mission’, to provide access 
to piped potable water to every rural 
household by 2024. The government’s 
most successful program, Swachh 
Bharat Mission’ affecting the health 
and dignity of the poor, and the Open 
Defecation-Free campaign, by October 
2, 2019,  the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of Mahatma Gandhi, is yielding 
results.  

The focused approach of the 
government for developing modern 
infrastructure over the next 5 years 
with an allocation of Rs. 100 lakh 
crores is a major breakthrough to 
boost economic growth and create 
jobs.  Well-developed physical and 
digital infrastructure in the form of 
modernized green field airports, roads, 
smart cities, electrification and high-
speed train corridors has been another 
major accomplishment towards 
urbanization and economic growth. 

The Real Estate (Regulation and 
Development) Act 2016 combined 
with the government’s plan to build 
1.95 crore houses in rural areas and 
announcement of Rs. 10,000 crores 
fund to complete the affordable and 
middle income housing projects 
are excellent initiatives. Further, the 
proposal to relax External Commercial 
Borrowings Rules will help fund flow 
to the sector and encourage home 
buyers in the real estate sector.

The proposed New Education 
Policy aimed at revising the current 
education system, with focus on 
learning outcomes, is a major 
initiative. Moreover, the commitment 
to skill the youth by adopting new 
age technologies like AI, IOT, Big 
Data, AR/VR and Robotics indicates 
the progressive thoughts of the 
government. 

An important low hanging fruit is 
India’s tourism sector. It has the 
potential to create millions of new 
jobs in the coming times.  I must point 
out that we have moved up six places 
from 40th rank to 34th on World 
Economic Forum’s Travel and Tourism 
Competitiveness Index, 2019. This 
concurs with the PM’s suggestion of 
creating 100 tourist destinations in the 
country as well as encouraging people 
to visit domestic tourist destinations. 
Liberalization of the e-Visa scheme 
along with low Visa charges for even 
5-year Visas is a welcome decision to 
increase the inflow of tourists. 

The steps undertaken by the Reserve 
Bank of India including a significant 
reduction in the repo rate by 110 basis 
points in the last few quarters, launch 
of repo rate/ external benchmark linked 
loan products, provisions for banks’ 
lending to NBFCs for further on-
lending to MSMEs up to Rs. 20 lakh 
per borrower under the Priority Sector 
Classification, Rs. 30,000 crores 
liquidity support to HFCs and transfer 
of Rs. 1.76 lakh crores by the RBI 
to the government provide immense 
scope for spending in the promising 
sectors of the economy. An efficient 
capital market is also a pre-requisite 
for economic growth and development 
of the country. 

This year, the Chamber dedicated its 
efforts towards many mega programs 
in coordination with the PHD state 
chapters, like the Agriculture Summit 
at Sonipat, organized with the Haryana 
government, graced by Shri Ram 
Nath Kovind, Hon’ble President of 
India, as the Chief Guest for the 
valedictory session. As an endeavour 
to promote skilling, employability and 
entrepreneurship among the youth, we 
put together the ‘Global Skill Summit’ 

at Ranchi for the Government of 
Jharkhand. We also undertook foreign 
delegations and expos to US, Chile, 
Ivoire, Germany, Poland, Bulgaria, 
Sofia, Prague, Malta, Romania, Serbia, 
Czech, Kenya, Georgia, Ghana, Cote 
d’ Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, China, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Bangladesh,  
Nepal and many more including the 
Horasis meeting at Spain, to reinforce 
our international and economic bonds. 

As India moves into the next decade, 
we as the leading Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, with a focus 
to synergize Government and Industry, 
realize the need for significant 
structural shifts across sectors such 
as agriculture, healthcare, education, 
skill development and tourism, etc. The 
government’s efforts for increasing the 
growth potential are much appreciated 
and well-directed towards attaining an 
‘Inclusive and Prosperous India’, one 
of the largest world economy by 2030. 

Development is about transforming the 
lives of people and not just transforming 
economies. Going forward, let us 
resolve to work for making a ‘New 
India’, where development becomes 
a mass movement, in which every 
citizen recognizes his role and also 
experiences the tangible benefits 
accruing in the form of improved living 
conditions. 

I am humbled that Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi and Finance Minister, 
Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman have set a 
goal of making India a US $ 5 trillion 
economy by 2025. In the current 
budget, the quantification of this now 
achievable dream is already embodied 
and fully aligns with our Chamber’s 
chosen motto of building “An Inclusive 
and Prosperous India.” 

Rajeev Talwar

President, PHDCCI
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General / Organization
Managing Committee

The Managing Committee of PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(PHDCCI) for the year 2017-2018 
continued to guide the activities of 
PHDCCI till the Managing Committee 
for 2018-19 was elected at the 113th 
Annual General Meeting held on 
September 28, 2018 at New Delhi. 

The newly elected Managing 
Committee unanimously elected Mr. 
Rajeev Talwar as President, Dr D. K. 
Aggarwal as Senior Vice President and 
Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal as Vice President. 
The Immediate former President, 
Mr. Anil Khaitan became ‘ipso facto’ 
Member and 18 Members were co-
opted to the Managing Committee for 
the year 2018-19. Former Chairmen 
/ Presidents of PHDCCI, senior 
industrialists, eminent persons having 
vast experience of different trade, 
industry and services sectors were 
associated as Special Invitees to the 
meetings of the Managing Committee. 
The list of the Managing Committee 
for the year 2018-19 is given in 
Annexure-A. 

This Annual Report of PHDCCI 
encompasses the period from October 
2018 up to September 2019.

Meetings

13 meetings of the Managing 
Committee were held during the period 
under reporting. Besides considering 
the issues relevant to the functioning 
of PHDCCI, the Managing Committee, 
at its meetings, also discussed 
important topical subjects concerning 
trade, industry and services sectors. 
Union and State Ministers / senior 
government officials of the various 
departments concerning trade, 
industry and services sector, eminent 
economists and experts were invited to 

address the members of the Managing 
Committee of PHDCCI. 

The President, accompanied by 
Senior Vice-President / Vice President 
/ Chairmen /Co-Chairmen of the 
concerned Expert and State Chapters 
also called on several Union Ministers, 
Chief Ministers and senior Central 
and State Government officials and 
submitted perspectives of PHDCCI on 
issues concerning trade, industry and 
services sectors. 

Expert / State Chapters and 
Task Forces

The State Chapters and Expert 
Committees constituted by the 
Managing Committee of PHDCCI gave 
direction and guidance to the activities 
in specific fields. A list of the State 
Chapters and Expert Committees is 
given in Annexure-B. State Chapters 
have been formed for a wider 
networking from apex to the grassroots 
in Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Punjab, 
Jammu, Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, North 
East, Uttarakhand and Kerala to get 
them to interact on a regular basis with 
the state governments.

International Offices

PHDCCI has started international 
operations in full swing by establishing 
offices in Bahrain for the six GCC 
countries and Nepal for expanding 
trade and investment opportunities.

Representation on 
Committees, Boards and 
Councils of Central and 
State Governments

Problems and policy issues 
concerning trade, industry and 
services sectors were also taken up 

through representatives of PHDCCI on 
more than 100 Advisory Committees, 
Boards and Councils of Central and 
State Governments.

Regional Office and State 
Offices

The Regional Office of PHDCCI 
at Chandigarh and State Chapter 
Offices in Bhopal (MP), Dehradun 
(Uttarakhand), Kashipur (Uttarakhand), 
Jaipur (Rajasthan), Jammu (J&K), 
Srinagar(J&K), Lucknow(UP), 
Patna(Bihar), Ranchi (Jharkhand), 
Raipur (Chhattisgarh), Shimla (HP), 
Guwahati (North East)  and (Cochin) 
Kerala continued to liaise with the 
respective State Governments and 
other agencies to cater to the needs 
of Members of the region more 
effectively. 

Media Relations                    

The activities of PHDCCI were 
extensively covered by the print and 
electronic media.  

Bulletin

The monthly Bulletin  of   PHDCCI 
continued to provide useful information 
to the members on economic 
developments, business opportunities, 
exhibitions / trade fairs, seminars 
and workshops in India and abroad, 
government policies, economic 
indicators, issues discussed in the 
Parliament, country profiles, articles 
on different subjects, activities of 
PHDCCI  etc. The Bulletin can be read 
online on the website.  
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113TH ANNUAL SESSION 

Let’s Walk Our Talk: India @ 2022

First Power Panel 
on Synergizing 
E-Commerce and 
Brick and Mortar 
Retail Businesses

PHD Chamber at its 113th Annual Session 
held on September 28, 2018 at Dr. Ambedkar 

International Centre, Windsor Place, New Delhi 
organized a Power Panel discussion on ‘Synergizing 
E-Commerce and Brick and Mortar Retail 
Businesses’ which was moderated by Mr. Sumit 
Duggal, Chairman of the E-Commerce Committee, 
PHD Chamber and Co-founder of SignCatch Inc.

Mr. Anil Khaitan, President, PHD Chamber spoke on 
how a trillion dollar retail Industry in India still has 
only 8 percent of organized retail, out of which only 
about 2.2 percent comprises of e-commerce. 

Esteemed panel speakers included, Mr. Chandra 
Balani, Head, Business Development, East India 
& SAARC, Amazon Web Services; Mr. Krishnan 
Chatterjee, Chief Customer Officer & Head of India 
Marketing, SAP India; Mr. Kamalendu Bali, Senior 
Director, Concentrix India and Mr. Varun Bapna, Vice 
President, Amkette India.
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Mr. Arun Jaitley, Union Finance Minister addressed the 
113th Annual Session of PHD Chamber through video 

conferencing linkage. Mr. Jaitley urged industry to take 
optimum advantage of post Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code scenario which offers tremendous opportunity to be 
ethical in its general conduct  as well as equally extends 
powers to the government to successfully chase fly by tax 
evaders.  Mr. Jaitley also drove home the point that with 
consistent increased growth rate, its beneficiaries will not 
only be government and common man but also largely India 
Inc. because consumption will increase but also demand 
will be created with increased purchasing power at the 
hands of the consumers.

Mr. Jaitley also underlined the three critical areas such as 
infrastructure, social sector and agriculture & rural areas 
which are the main contributors to national GDP and 
reiterated that the government is fully committed to address 
these to achieve the desired faster growth rate.

Mr. Anil Khaitan, President, PHD Chamber in his welcome 
remarks observed that India Inc. needs operational freedom 
and roadmap to expand its capacities with favorable 

PHD Chamber at its 113th Annual Session organized a Ministerial Session on ‘Leveraging the Demographic Dividend @ India 
2022’. Col. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports and 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting was the Chief Guest for the session. Col Rathore, a retired military officer has been 
bestowed numerous prestigious awards such as Padma Shri, Ati Vishisth Seva Medal, Arjuna Award and Khel Ratna Award for 
his exceptional services in the army and in the field of sports.

Session with Hon’ble Union Minister of Finance & 
Corporate Affairs

Ministerial Session on Leveraging the Demographic 
Dividend @ India 2022

government policies and interventions and hoped that the two 
would be forthcoming.

Mr. Rajeev Talwar, Senior Vice President, PHD Chamber expressed 
confidence and stated that with changing times, the growth 
trajectory would grow further and even widen. 
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Panel Discussion on MSMEs as Growth Accelerator and 
Employment Creator

At the 113th Annual Session, Mr. Ram 
Mohan Mishra, Additional Secretary & 
Development Commissioner, Ministry 
of MSMEs was the Guest of Honour 
for the session on ‘MSMEs as Growth 
Accelerator and Employment Creator’.  

Mr. S Suresh Kumar, Additional CEO, 
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) 
highlighted that e-commerce plays a 
critical role in the country in accessing 
the market and also highlighted the 

features of GeM portal and its benefits 
for the MSME sector. Mr. Ram Mohan 
Mishra, Additional Secretary & 
Development Commissioner, Ministry 
of MSMEs highlighted that MSMEs need 
certain direction and capabilities to reach 
a marketplace and working capital is the 
main attribute for running a business. 

Ms. Anju Bajaj, Chairperson, MSME 
Committee; Ms. Sushma Berlia, Former 
President, PHDCCI and President, Martin 

Mr. Rajeev Talwar in his welcome address said that the key 
stakeholders like Industry, Government policy makers and 
vocational training institutes will have to work on a common 
platform with a common mission to make every youth 
employable or self-employable, irrespective of agriculture, 
manufacturing or services sector. 

Chief Guest, Col. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore stated that 
according to the UN Habitat Report, India is poised to 
become the world’s youngest country by 2020, with an 
average age of 29 years, which will account for nearly 28% 
of the world’s workforce. To leverage on this opportunity, 
India needs to plan immediately and elements needed 
for leveraging these are Education, Skill development, 
Economic growth and Character building.

Mr. D.K. Aggarwal, Vice President, PHD Chamber stated 
that India needs to focus on critical measures such as 
education during adolescence, addressing the skill deficit, 
women empowerment and mismatch in jobs. 

& Harris Pvt. Ltd. (Apeejay Stya & Svran 
Group); Mr. Sanjay Bhatia, Former 
President, PHDCCI and Managing 
Director, Hindustan Tin Works Ltd.; Mr. 
J P Malhotra, President, DLF Industries 
Association, Faridabad and MSME 
Sector representatives discussed the 
challenges being faced by the MSME 
sector. The session was moderated by 
Dr H. P. Kumar, Advisor, PHD Chamber 
and Former Chairman & Managing 
Director, NSIC.
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The Chamber organized its 22nd edition of the Excellence 
Awards during its 113th Annual Session on September 

28, 2018 at Dr Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi.

Dr. Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Union Minister of Commerce 
& Industry and Civil Aviation was the Chief Guest.  The 
Chamber launched a Knowledge Report on Ease of Doing 
Business titled ‘The Road to 50: Expediting Business 
Regulatory Reform in India’ on the occasion.

This year, the awards were given in 8 categories including 
General and MSME segment, after following a substantial 
and coveted process of selection of winners.

In the General segment, the awardees were Power Grid 
Corporation of India Limited for the ‘Good Corporate Citizen 
Category’, GAIL India Limited & Dabur India Ltd. for the 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to Social Welfare, Mr. 
Ravi Kant Jaipuria, Chairman, Varun Beverages Limited 
for Distinguished Entrepreneurship Award and Ms. Rashi 
Anand, Founder, Lakshyam for the Special Jury Award for 
Social work by a Woman.

PHD Annual Awards for Excellence 2018
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In the MSME segment, the awardees were Mr. Jasvinder Singh, Managing Director, Supermac Industries (I) Ltd. for Distinguished 
Entrepreneurship, Ms. Sartaj Lamba, CEO, AJ Travels Pvt. Ltd. for the Outstanding Businesswoman Award and Omatek Laboratories 
Pvt. Ltd. for the Award for Excellence for Start-Ups.

Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, Founder, Sulabh International Social Service Organisation was announced as the winner for the Lifetime 
Achievement Award 2018. 
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Panel Discussion on Demand Driven Skilling Eco System

PHD Chamber at its 113th Annual 
Session organized a panel discussion 

on “Demand Driven Skilling Eco System”. 
The discussion aimed at addressing the 
opportunities and challenges in building 
up the entire skill ecosystem. The panel 
comprised of field experts from the 
Government, Industries and Academia.

Ms. Sunita Sanghi, Senior Adviser, 
Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship said that Industrial 
training institutes are a vehicle to skill 
people, but there is a need to upgrade 
and upscale them and industries have 
to play a critical role in addressing the 
type of trained people they want so that 

people will be trained likewise.

Mr. Nishant Berlia, Co-Promoter, Apeejay 
Stya & Svran Group emphasized on the 
urgent need to strengthen the primary 
education system of the country in order 
to safeguard the fundamental crisis in 
the future.

Mr. Alok B. Shriram, Former President, 
PHDCCI & Vice Chairman & Deputy 
Managing Director, DCM Shriram 
Industries Ltd. talked about the 
apprenticeship program whereby, 
industry can take up their own 
apprenticeship program based on their 
needs. Dr Kazem Samandari Chairman, 
French Bakery Pvt. Ltd. talked about 

the essentiality of women participation 
and initiatives in creating the skilling 
ecosystem.

Col. Rohit Agarwal Consultant, Bird 
Group underlined the challenges of 
setting up the Skill Sector Council 
Ecosystem for the implementation of 
the skill to the rural masses. Mr. Vishal 
Choudhary, Chairman-cum-Founder, 
Frontline Global Services commented on 
the mobilization of youth and motivation 
should be given high priority to get better 
results of skill training programmes.
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Valedictory Session

The valedictory session of PHD Chamber’s 113th Annual 
Session themed, “Let’s Walk our Talk: India@2022” 
was graced by Dr Abhishek Manu Singhvi, National 
Spokesperson; Indian National Congress & Member of the 
Parliament (Rajya Sabha).

Mr. Anil Khaitan, President, PHDCCI while introducing Dr 
Singhvi, shared his many laurels and achievements and 
opined that though consumerism in India has picked up, 
‘Ease of Doing Business still has to translate to the ground 
levels and we need to work in a collaborated way to connect 
the dots.

Dr. Singhvi pointed out  the many parameters where we as 
a country are lacking in and which need specific dreams 
and attention (viz: food, security, nutrition, poverty levels, 
death rates, health and much more). He also opined that 
if we took care of the small important things, big things 
will automatically take care of themselves and these are 
the ultimate values, which a society should aspire for. He 
shared his wish list along with a roadmap for the required 
changes in five areas which will lead to a better India- 
Education; Corruption; Legal Reforms; Judicial Reforms & 
Electoral Reforms.

Dr Singhvi said that the key to holding India together & for 
its prosperity is “Uniformity upon Diversity” and the need of 
the hour is to let go. 
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Glimpses of PHD Chamber’s Leadership
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Ministerial Meetings
Meeting with Union Minister of Road Transport  
and Highways

Meeting with Union Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and comprising of Dr DK Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary General, and Dr Ranjeet Mehta, Principal Director met Mr. 

Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways and Minister of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
on July 2, 2019 at New Delhi. The meeting was to congratulate him on reassuming charge as Minister for Road Transport and 
Highways for the second time in a row and also to invite him as Chief Guest for the National Roads and Highways Summit-2019.

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Dr D K Aggarwal, Senior 
Vice President, Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, 
Vice President, Mr. Mukesh Gupta, 
Chairman, Entertainment & Media 
Committee along with the secretariat 
team met Mr. Prakash Javadekar, 
Hon’ble Union Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting on June 24, 2019 at 
Parliament House, New Delhi.
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Meeting with Union Minister for Jal Shakti

Meeting with Minister of State for Civil Aviation (IC); 
Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs (IC) & 
Minister of State for Commerce & Industry

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Dr D K Aggarwal, Senior 
Vice President, Dr Mahesh Gupta, Former 
President and CMD Kent Group and the 
secretariat team met Mr. Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, Hon’ble Union Minister for 
Jal Shakti, on June 17, 2019 at New 
Delhi. The meeting was to congratulate 
the Hon’ble Minister for assuming 
charge of the Jal Shakti Ministry and also 
give suggestions for improving water 
resource management in urban areas in 
a holistic and sustainable manner.

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Dr D K Aggarwal, Senior 
Vice President; Mr. KN Rao, Chairman, 
Civil Aviation Committee; Mr. Deepak 
Pahwa, Chairman Industry Affairs 
Committee; Mr. Rajan Sehgal, Co-
chairman, Tourism Committee along 
with the secretariat team met Mr. 
Hardeep Singh Puri, Hon’ble Minister 
of State for Civil Aviation (IC), Minister 
of State for Housing and Urban Affairs 
(IC) & Minister of State for Commerce 
& Industry on June 14, 2019 at New 
Delhi. The objective of the meeting was 
to congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 
comprising of Dr D K Aggarwal, Senior 
Vice President; Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, 
Vice President, Mr. Naveen N D Gupta, 
Chairman, Corporate Affairs Committee 
and the secretariat team met Mr. Anurag 
Singh Thakur, Hon’ble Minister of State 
for Finance and Corporate Affairs on June 
12, 2019, at New Delhi. The meeting 
discussed the suggestive roadmap for 
the new government and the delegation 
submitted suggestions for rejuvenating 
economic growth.

Meeting with Minister of State for Finance and 
Corporate Affairs

taking over his new portfolios and suggesting a roadmap for revitalizing economic 
growth.
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Meeting with Minister of State (IC) for Power and New 
&   Renewable Energy and Minister of State of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Mr. D.K. Aggarwal, Senior 
Vice President, Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, 
Vice President, Mr. Sanjeev Gupta, 
Chairman, Renewable & Alternate 
Energy Committee, Dr Mahesh Y 
Reddy, Secretary General along with 
the secretariat team met Mr. R.K. Singh, 
Hon’ble Minister of State (IC) for Power 
and New & Renewable Energy, Minister 
of State of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship on August 2, 2019 at 
Shram Shakti Bhawan, New Delhi. The 
meeting was to invite him as Chief Guest 
for the “India Electric Vehicles Conclave 
2019”.

A delegation led by Mr Rajeev Talwar, 
President, PHD Chamber along with 

Mr. D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President 
and Mr Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, 
PHD Chamber met Mr. Shaktikanta Das, 
Hon’ble Governor of Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), at the RBI headquarters 

PHDCCI Delegation Meeting with RBI Governor

in Mumbai on April 22, 2019. They 
discussed concerns of the Chamber 
related to the growth of the economy, 
exports, liquidity, MSMEs, NBFCs, 
Affordable Housing and Real Estate 
sector. 

Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD 
Chamber urged RBI to increase the limit 
for classifying over dues of MSMEs 
to 180 days from the current level of 
90 days as working capital cycle of 
MSMEs keeps prolonging due to delays 
in realization of their bills/receivables.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, 
PHD Chamber suggested that at-least 
one year period should be considered 
for eligibility of stressed MSMEs and 
NPA accounts for eligibility under 
the restructuring scheme. Mr. D K 
Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, PHD 
Chamber advised that the loans given 
by banks to NBFCs for the purpose of 
on lending to MSMEs should be treated 
as indirect finance to MSMEs eligible for 
classification under the Priority Sector 
lending of banks.
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PHDCCI facilitates largest number of centres for video 
conference with Dr Suresh Prabhu, Union Minister of 
Commerce and Industry and Civil Aviation

PHD Chamber organized an Interaction 
with Mr. Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble 

Union Minister of Commerce and 
Industry and Civil Aviation, through 
video conferencing on February 18, 
2019, at 14 locations, namely New 
Delhi; Chandigarh; Jaipur, Rajasthan; 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh; Ranchi, 
Jharkhand; Raipur, Chhattisgarh; Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh; Guwahati, Assam; 
Cochin, Kerala; Hyderabad, Telangana; 
Patna, Bihar; Dehradun, Uttarakand; 
Baddi, Himachal Pradesh and Srinagar, 
Jammu & Kashmir.

Dr Suresh Prabhu emphasized that the 
government’s target is to take India 
into top 50 rankings and in this regard, 
a pan India exercise was conducted to 
understand the problems and parameters 
affecting Indian businesses.

Dr Prabhu stressed on improving the 
Ease of Doing Business for each district 
in India such that the benefits of the 
schemes and initiatives should percolate 
down to the ground level. He opined that 
to achieve the aim of double digit GDP 
growth, the GDP growth rate of each 
district must increase by 3-4%.

He also highlighted that India received 
highest ever foreign direct investments 
iin recent years and now their target 
is to bring in FDI aggregating US$ 100 
billion in the country which would help 
to create new technology and new job 
opportunities for the youth.

The Minister further emphasized on the 
government’s efforts to address the 
challenges under GST especially for 
MSMEs that have been successfully 
addressed. 

He further said that a separate 
department has been created for 
logistics to remove the logistics related 
problems in the ministries. 

Dr Prabhu urged industry representatives 
and government to work together to take 
India to the level of US$ 5 trillion economy 
and requested industry representatives 
to engage with the government closely 
and work as a team.
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4th PHD Air Cargo Summit - 2018
Enabling continued growth of Air Cargo

PHD Chamber’s Civil Aviation Committee organized its 4th PHD Air Cargo Summit 2018- “Enabling continued growth of Air 
Cargo” on November 20, 2018 at PHD House, New Delhi. The summit was inaugurated by Dr. Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Union 

Minister of Civil Aviation and Mr. Jayant Sinha, Hon’ble Minister of State for Civil Aviation; Mr. S. Machendranathan, Chairperson-
Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India-AERA and Mr. Rajiv Nayan Choubey (IAS), Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation.

States’ Policy Conclave 2019

The State Development Council of 
PHD Chamber organized the States’ 

Policy Conclave 2019, on September 7, 
2019 at the Hotel Taj Mahal, New Delhi. 
The Conclave hosted the key decision-
makers in government and industry 
with a mission to empower States’ to 
strengthen India’s federal structure of 
governance and to make India a US $ 5 
Trillion Economy.

Chief Guest, Mr. G. Kishan Reddy, 
Minister of State for Home Affairs, 

congratulated PHD Chamber for the 
initiatives undertaken to sensitize the 
government and policy makers in the 
states. He opined that States’ Policy 
Conclave is instrumental in boosting 
the Indian economy that is on the path 
of transformation. He said that the 
MSME sector has huge potential to 
boost the Indian economy by generating 
employment opportunities and invite 
foreign investors to invest in India 
with improved ease of doing business 

environment. Mr. Amitabh Kant, CEO, 
NITI Aayog delivered the Keynote 
Address where he asserted that India 
cannot become a $5 trillion economy 
by 2024 until its states become the 
key drivers of change, bring structural 
reforms and make business easy. Mr. 
Kant unequivocally stressed the need 
for the states to reduce the red tape and 
facilitate businesses.
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The Agri Business and Food Processing Committee was reconstituted with Dr. Rattan Sagar Khanna, Mr. Rahul Bhargava, 
Mr. Rakesh Dubey and Mr. Gobind Ram Chaudhary as Co-chairmen. The Committee organized events to highlight the 

need for development of agro processing sector in view of the vast potential in both domestic and international markets.

Agri Business and Food Processing 
Committee

Under the aegis of the Government 
of Haryana, the Agri Leadership 

Summit 2019 was held, February 15-17, 
2019 at India International Horticulture 
Market, Ganaur, Sonipat. PHD Chamber 
was the Institutional Partner of the 
Government of Haryana for the Summit.  
The Summit’s key objective was to 
provide a platform to a large number of 
progressive farmers, Farmer Producer 
Organizations (FPOs), agri-input and 
agri-produce processing industry from 
the state and across the country for 
interaction with policymakers, scientists 
and technologists. 

The Valedictory Session of the Agri 
Leadership Summit 2019 was graced by 
Mr. Ram Nath Kovind, Hon’ble President 
of India.

Dr D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, 
PHD Chamber appreciated the Haryana 
Government’s efforts towards promoting 
diversification in the farm sector, 
improvement in R& D and upgrading 
agri-infrastructure.

The session on ‘International 
Cooperation’ witnessed participation 

4th Agri Leadership Summit- 2019
PHD Chamber Partners with Government of Haryana
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Swachhata Pakhwada Sessions 

The Second Awareness Session on ‘Food Safety and 
Cleanliness’ 

PHD Chamber with the support of 
Ministry of Food Processing Industry 

organized  a series of  ‘Food Safety and 
Cleanliness Awareness Sessions’ for the 
Street Food vendors under the aegis of 
the ‘MOFPI Swachhta Pakhwada’.

The first awareness session was held 
on October 26, 2018 at Jagat Ram Park, 
Laxmi Nagar, New Delhi. The training 
on cleanliness was given by Ms. Sona 
Sharma, Trainer, QCI & Mr. Mukul Gupta, 
Trainer, Indraprastha Academy. The 
campaign was chaired by Mr. Santosh 
Pal, Nigam Parshad, Laxmi Nagar and 
Ms. Chhavi, Adhyaksh, Mahila Mandal, 
Laxmi Nagar.

The second awareness session on ‘Food Safety And Cleanliness’ was held on 
October 31, 2018 at Rajkeya Sarvodaya Co-Education School, Shahpur Jat, 

The vendors took a pledge for maintaining cleanliness. Kits were distributed which 
contained an apron, hair cap, soap and a card containing information on cleanliness.

from countries such as Brazil, Rwanda, Namibia and Mauritius where diplomats from 
these respective countries shared their best practices and investment opportunities 
which can be experimented by farmers of the state. 

During the Summit, 8 parallel thematic-seminars were organized focusing on different 

thrust areas concerning agriculture 
and allied sectors. These included 
“Innovation & Entrepreneurship,  “Kheti 
Plus” and “Direct Marketing & Agri 
Service.” 

Apart from seminars, interactive sessions 
or “Goshthis” were also organized 
on themes such as New Technology 
Trends and R&D in Agriculture, New 
Technologies in Agriculture and 
Food Processing, Farmer Interest 
Leadership, Farm Sector Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship and Role of Media in 
Agriculture.

New Delhi. The awareness session was 
attended by  Home Science students 
of class Xth and XIIth and three Home 
Science teachers.

The awareness regarding the subject 
was provided by Mr. Vishnu Srivastava, 
FOSTAC Trainer, QCI and Mr. Mukul 
Gupta, Trainer, Indraprastha Academy, 
Noida. Mr. Srivastava shared some 
case studies regarding food and food 
adulteration. During the awareness drive, 
a pledge on cleanliness was taken by all 
the school children, teachers, trainers 
and organizers.
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Seminar on Strengthening Smart Food Chain for 
Sustainable Production and Exports

The Agribusiness Committee, PHD 
Chamber organized a seminar on 

‘Strengthening Smart Food Chain for 
Sustainable Production and Exports’ 
on June 14, 2019 at PHD House, New 
Delhi. Dr R S Khanna, Co-chair of the 
Agribusiness Committee welcomed 
the guests including, Dr S K Malhotra, 
Agriculture Commissioner and Mr. 
Ashok Thakur, Director, NAFED. Also 
present were Mr. Sanjeev Chaddha, MD, 
NAFED and Mr. Pavanexh Kohli, Advisor 
and CEO, NCCD.  

Mr R G Aggarwal, Chairman, Dhanuka 
Agritech Limited and Mr Vikas Jain, 
Director, PMV Maltings Pvt. Ltd. 

addressed the delegates during the Inaugural session and presented the industry’s 
view point. 

PHD Chamber in association with the 
support of APEDA, Department of 

Commerce organized a Reverse Buyer 
Seller Meet (RBSM) 2018 – Promotional 
Program for Export of Grapes, November 
27-29, 2018 at Mumbai and Nashik. 
The objective was to brief the Chinese 
delegation about India’s potential in the 
production and exports of Grapes from 
the country. About 25 buyers from 
Shanghai, Guangzhou, Dalian and Beijing 
and other provinces of China as well as 
more than 100 exporters of grapes from 
various parts of India participated in the 
Meet.

The event lasted for three days which 
was divided into two phases- B2B 
interaction between Buyers and Sellers 
on November 27, 2018 at Mumbai and 

Reverse Buyer Seller Meet (RBSM) 2018

Exposure Visit to Grapes farm in Nashik 
on November 28-29, 2018.

The meet showcased the ability of Indian 
Exporters in supplying various varieties 
of Indian Grapes to International buyers 
and to get foreign buyers acquainted 

with the flavor and aroma of the Indian 
grapes. 

The event highlighted the potential of 
Indian states in producing varieties 
of grapes. The event got good media 
coverage and was appreciated by  
foreign visitors.
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1st Kumaon Pashudhan Kauthik - Livestock Technology 
Expo and Fair

Meeting with Secretary, MoFPI

Meeting with Chairman APEDA

PHD Chamber in partnership with the 
Government of Uttarakhand organized 

the ‘Pashudhan Kauthik- Livestock 
Technology and Expo’, December 
1-2, 2018 at the Govind Ballabh Pant 
University of Agriculture and Technology, 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President along 

with Mr. V K Mishra, Member Managing 
Committee and Ms. Mallika Verma, 
Director met Ms. Pushpa Subramaniam 
Secretary, MoFPI, on  January 11, 2019 
at New Delhi. Mr. Talwar, discussed 
the prospects for the growth of food 
processing industry  and invited the 
Ministry to participate in the PHDCCI 
RAC India ExCon 2019.

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Mr. V K Mishra, Member, 
Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary General 
and the secretariat team met Mr. Paban 
Kumar Borthakur, Chairman, APEDA, on 
January 24, 2019 at APEDA office, New 
Delhi. The meeting discussed the Agri 
Export Policy, need for capacity building 
of farmers towards MRL issues and 
GAP principles and signing of an MoU 
between APEDA and PHD Chamber. 

Pantnagar, Uttarakhand. 

Day 1 involved competitions of the best 
breed of animals while day 2 focused 
on the plenary and technical sessions. 
The event was attended by around 
2000 farmers and subject experts from 

various institutions like IVRI, GB Pant 
University of Agriculture and Technology, 
CIFT and stakeholders from various 
government and private organizations 
in animal husbandry sector, SHGs and 
budding entrepreneurs.
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The PHD Ambassadors’ Economic Forum is an open-ended forum comprising of Heads of Diplomatic Missions and their 
senior colleagues in India, retired Indian Ambassadors and business leaders. Amb. K.V. Rajan is the Convenor of this 

forum. The objective is to institutionalize interactions between these three groups, with an attempt to focus on specific 
business opportunities between India and various countries big or small, in the expectation that the insights, experience, 
networking capacities of serving and retired diplomats, Indian and foreign, could be helpful to business leaders through 
such regular meetings.

PHD Ambassadors’ Economic Forum

PHD Ambassadors’ Economic Forum 
organized an interactive session on 

‘Rising Income Disparity--Implications 
for World Security’ on November 15, 
2018 at New Delhi. Amb K V Rajan, 
Convenor, PHD Ambassadors’ Economic 
Forum moderated the session. Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, 
PHD Chamber highlighted that the 
distributional effect of economic growth 
plays a significant role in determining 
long-term sustainable development 
trends and socio-economic well-being 
of the citizens. 

Dr. Rajat Kathuria, Director General, Indian 
Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations asserted that we 
should be more concerned about the 
rising intra-country inequality rather than 
inter-country inequality. 

Interactive Session on Rising Income Disparity-
Implications for World Security

Dr. Augusto Lopez Claros, a distinguished 
Economist, with strong World Bank and 
IMF credentials, a reputed specialist on 
Global Prosperity issues and a Professor 
at Edmund Walsh-School of Foreign 
Services, Georgetown University was 
of the view that to control the rising 

disparity, we need to adopt a mix of 
traditional and non-traditional solutions. 
He concluded by stating that factors 
like differences in the level of education, 
skill sets of people and economic 
policies contribute to increasing income 
inequality.

PHD Ambassadors’ Economic Forum 
organized an interactive session on 

‘Equality for Women – A Pre-Requisite 
for Global Prosperity’ on November 16, 

Interactive Session on Equality for Women - A Pre-
Requisite for Global Prosperity

2018 at PHD House, New Delhi. Amb K

V Rajan, Convenor, PHD Ambassador’s 
Economic Forum highlighted that gender 
equality is the greatest antidote to 

poverty.

Mr. D. K. Aggarwal, Senior Vice 
President, PHD Chamber mentioned 
that while increasing representation of 
women in public spheres is important, 
an attitudinal shift is equally essential for  
women to be considered as equal within 
their homes and in society. 

Dr. Augusto Lopez Claros, a distinguished 
Economist, a professional with strong 
World Bank and IMF credentials, a 
reputed specialist on global prosperity 
issues, and a Professor at Edmund 
Walsh- School of Foreign Services, 
Georgetown University, in his theme 
address, mentioned that there is an 
urgent need to introduce laws aiming at 
integrating women in the labour force.
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The PHD Ambassadors’ Economic 
Forum organized a roundtable 

discussion on “Why Ireland?” on June 
10, 2019 at the residence of Ambassador 
of Ireland to India, New Delhi. Amb K V 
Rajan, Convenor, PHD Ambassador’s 
Economic Forum moderated the 
programme. 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, 
PHD Chamber apprised the Ambassador 
about how MSMEs can add impetus to 
business cooperation between India 
and Ireland. This is keeping in mind the 
fact that Ireland is the fastest growing 
economy in the EU for 5th year in a row 
with GDP growth of 6.7% in 2018.

H.E. Mr. Brian McElduff, Ambassador of 
Ireland to India talked about India-Ireland 
trade relations and the opportunities in 
Ireland for Indian companies. 

Dignitaries who participated included 
Ms. Tanaz Buhariwala, Director - India, 
IDA Ireland; Mr. Ranjan Mathai, Former 
Foreign Secretary, GoI & Former High 
Commissioner of India to the UK; 
Amb Bhaswati Mukherji; Amb Radhika 
Lokesh, Former Ambassador of India to 
Ireland; Amb Yogendra Kumar; Mr. Anil 
Khaitan, Immediate Former President, 
PHD Chamber; Mr. Binay Kumar, Former 
President, PHDCCI; Mr. Subhash Goyal, 

PHD Ambassadors’ Economic Forum 
organized an interactive session with 

H.E. Mr. Kalupage Austin Fernando, High 
Commissioner of Sri Lanka to India on 
‘Strengthening International Support 
and Ties with Sri Lanka’ on May 3, 
2019 at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. 
Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD Chamber 
suggested that Sri Lanka should do 
away with its visa fee for a few years to 
promote tourism. He emphasized that as 
a general policy measure, India may also 
increase the validity of the Tourist Visa 
for a period up to five years.

H.E. Mr. Kalupage Austin Fernando, 
High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to India 
pointed out that Sri Lanka and India 

Roundtable Discussion on “Why Ireland?”

Interaction with High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to 
India

should bolster their trade, economic and cultural relations, given the close proximity 
that the two countries enjoy for ages. 

Chairman, India Tourism Mart; Mr. Kamal Meattle and Managing Committee members 
of the Chamber- Mr. Ajay Poddar, Mr. Subodh Jain, Mr. Rajan Sehgal, Mr. Vikram Gera 
and Mr. Vishal Jindal.
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The Taskforce on Arbitration and Dispute Resolution, PHD Chamber organized an international conference on ‘Changing 
Landscape of Alternative Dispute Resolution in India’ on October 6, 2018 at PHD House, New Delhi. Justice Vikramajit Sen, 

Former Judge, Supreme Court of India while inaugurating the conference, emphasized that the issues of the seat of Arbitration and 
Jurisdiction should be highlighted in the Arbitration clause. He further pointed out that it is through the Arbitration process, most 
of the commercial disputes could be amicably settled, provided the clauses of arbitration process are laid out comprehensively.

Guest of Honour, Justice S Ravindra Bhat of Delhi High Court called for “Institutional Arbitration” as the preferred mode for settling 
up of commercial disputes urging India Inc. to avoid opting for adhoc arbitration. He also advised the business communities to 
adopt online arbitration and use of Innovative technology to cut discovery and volumes of documentation. 

International Conference on Changing Landscape
of Alternative Dispute Resolution in India

The Arbitration & Dispute Resolution Cell was constituted with Ms. Priya Hingorani as its Chairperson. The Arbitration & 
Dispute Resolution Cell conducts arbitrations, mediations as well as organizes events to educate and prepare arbitrators 

and mediators.

Arbitration & Dispute Resolution Cell
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The Arts & Culture Committee was reconstituted with Mr. Sandeep Marwah as its Chairman. This Committee organizes 
events for the promotion of arts and culture.

Arts & Culture

PHD Chamber’s Art & Culture and 
Entertainment & Media Committee 

jointly hosted an interaction with 
members of the British Creative Sector 
Delegation, part of the India-UK Future 
Tech Festival 2018 on December 10, 
2018 at PHD House, New Delhi. The 
delegation comprised of companies with 

PHD Chamber organized a unique 
cultural evening - PHD Art & Culture 

Samman & Cultural Evening -“Unity In 
Diversity” on July 12, 2019, wherein 
renowned artists, dancers, musicians, 
painters and sculptures including theatre 
artists were felicitated.

The ceremony was graced by Legendary 
Katahk Maestro-Pt. Birju Maharaj Ji( 
Padma Vibhushan Awardee) and Ms. 
Sushma Seth, Renowned Film, Theatre & 
TV Actress. The evening also witnessed 
a Special Cultural Performance त्रय 
(Tray-Three) by renowned Kathak 
Guru Shovana Narayan (A Padmashri 
awardee) & her troupe –The Asavari 
Repertory.

Dr D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, 
PHD Chamber while extending a hearty 

Interaction with the British Creative Sector Delegation

Unity in Diversity - PHD Art & Culture Samman & Cultural 
Evening
Art & Culture has the Power to Change the World

a wide range of products and services 
including a machine-learning led start-
up aiming to combat the fake news 
menace; Europe’s largest creative design 
and build company offering Scenic and 
Thematic Fit out, Hands on Interactive; 
Motion Capture company from Pinewood 
Studios; Artist development platform; 

Virtual reality social networks and 360 
degree projection domestic cylinders. 
The delegation of British companies 
included Logically, Paragon Creative, 
Centroid UK Ltd, vTimel, Kycker & Igloo 
Vision.

welcome to the dignitaries and all the eminent recipients of the PHD Art & Culture 
Samman praised them for their outstanding and tireless contribution for years in 
their respective genre of performing arts, which he said was par excellence and 
incomparable, while also having made a big impact in the preservation of our Indian 
Cultural Heritage. 



 114th Annual Report 2018-19          [ 35 ]

PHD Chamber honoured individuals and 
institutions, with the PHD Art and Culture 
Samman, who have made significant 
contributions in the field of arts, music, 
dance, theatre. 

The Samman was conferred upon 
renowned artists from various genres: 
In the field of Dance, PHD felicitated 
-Guru Dr Saroja Vaidyanathan  (Padma 
Bhushan & Padma Shri Awardee); 
Guru Dr S Raja Radha Reddy (Padma 
Bhushan & Padma Shri Awardee); 
Guru R K Singhajit Singh & Guru Charu 
Sija Mathur (Padma Shri Awardee); 
Guru Madhavi Mudgal (Padma Shri 
Awardee ); Ms Prathibha Prahlad 
(Padma Shri Awardee); Guru Sharon 
Lowen, in the field of dance & also to 
Ms Leela Venkataraman & Mr Ravindra 
Mishra(dance critics). In area of Music, 
Samman were conferred to Pt. Rajan 
and Sajan Mishra (Padma Bhushan 
Awardee); Pt. Laxman Krishnarao Pandit 
(Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee); 
Ustad Iqbal Ahmed Khan (Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Awardee); Pt. Vidyadhar 
Vyas; Ms Malini Awasthi (Padama Shri 
Awardee); & Ms Deepmala Mohan. In 
the field of Art (Painting), PHD felicitated 
Ms Arpana Gaur; Ms Alka Raghuvanshi; 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Ms. Radha Bhatia, Chairman, Tourism 
Committee and comprising of Mr. 
Kishore Kaya & Mr. Rajan Sehgal Co-
chairmen, Tourism Committee and the 
secretariat team met Mr. Arun Goel, IAS, 
Secretary, Ministry of Culture on July 08, 
2019 at Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.

Meeting with Secretary, Ministry of Culture

Mr Naresh Kapuria; Mr Niren Sengupta; Ms Shruti Gupta Chandra & Mr Sudhir V 
Phadnes for their contribution. Ms Laila Tyabji (Padama Shri Awardee) was given 
the Samman for her contribution in the field of crafts and handicrafts. Legendary 
Katahk Maestro- Pt. Birju Maharaj Ji (Padma Vibhushan Awardee) was also felicitated 
with the Global Impact & Contribution Samman.Mr. Hariom Kuthwaria was a given a 
special appreciation award for his painting skills..



[ 36 ]        PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry

PHD Chamber supported the Ministry 
of AYUSH for celebrating National 

Ayurveda Day with a national seminar 
on ‘Entrepreneurship & Business 
Development in Ayurveda’ on November 
4, 2018 at New Delhi. Eminent dignitaries 
included Mr. Shripad Yesso Naik, 
Hon’ble Minister of State (IC) for AYUSH; 
Dr Mahesh Sharma, Hon’ble Minister of 
State (IC) for Culture, Minister of State 
for Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change; Mr. Amitabh Kant, 
CEO, NITI Aayog; Mr. Vaidya Rajesh 
Kotecha, Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH; 
Mr. P. N. Ranjit, Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of AYUSH; Dr. Manoj Nesari, Advisor, 
Ministry of AYUSH; Mr. Pradeep Multani, 
Chairman, AYUSH Committee, PHD 
Chamber; Mr. Prashant Tondon, CEO, 
1mg.com and Mr. Arvind Varchaswi, Sri 
Sri Ayurveda.

National Seminar on Entrepreneurship & Business 
Development in Ayurveda

The AYUSH Committee was reconstituted with Mr. Pradeep Multani as the Chairman and Mr. Ajay Khanna as its Co-
chairman. This Committee organizes events concerning issues related to alternative system of medicine such as 

Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy.

AYUSH 

PHD Chamber in collaboration with Dr. 
Lal Singh’s Foundation organized a 

seminar on PCOS with Clinical Approach 
in Homeopathy on October 14, 2018 
at PHD House, New Delhi. Eminent 
speakers included Dr. Ashok Kumar, 
MD, PHD, Director, Lok Nayak Hospital; 
Dr Girish Gupta, MD, Homoepathic 
Physician; Dr Sanjeev Chawla, President, 
Dr Lal Singh’s Foundation; Dr K.K. 
Juneja, Chairman, Delhi Homeopathic 
Board and Dr Aditya Kaushik, Delhi 
Homeopathic Board. 

Mr. Sanjeev Chawla, President, Dr. Lal 
Singh’s Foundation and Dr. Lal Singh, 

PCOS Seminar with Clinical Approach in Homoeopathy

Founder of Dr. Lal Singh’s Foundation educated everyone about Polycystic Ovarian 
Syndrome and how homeopathy can play a major role in curing ailments.
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PHD Chamber in association with 
Ministry of AYUSH, Government 

of India and State Government of 
Telangana organized a three day 
AROGYA Fair, February 15-17, 2019 at 
HMDA Ground, Hyderabad, Telangana. 
Chief Guest at the inaugural session 
was Mr. Mohd. Mahmood Ali, Home 
Minister, State Government of Telangana 
while the Guest of Honour was Dr. V. 
S. Alagu Varsini, IAS, Commissioner 
AYUSH, Govt. of Telangana. Mr. Mohd. 
Mahmood Ali, urged everyone to use 
Indian traditional medicines for better 
health & well being. He focused on 
research in Unani medicine specifically 
with the formulation and packaging of 
medicines to be more palatable.  

Chief Guest, Mr. Bandaru Dattatreya, 
MP, Secunderabad at the Valedictory 
Session spoke about the recognition 
of Yoga at the United Nations and also 
talked about the benefits of AYUSH in our 
daily lives. A total of 5,500 free OPDs 
were conducted and free medicines 
were distributed to all the patients, Live 
Yoga demonstration was performed by 
Yoga Experts and ayurveda treatments 
like Shirodhara and Cuppin therapy were 
also given to the patients.

Arogya Fair 

PHD Chamber in collaboration with 
South Delhi Homoepathic Association  

(SDHA) organized an interactive 
session on ‘Scope and Limitations of 
Homoeopathy in Regards to Current 
Medical Challenges’ on March 10, 2019 
at PHD House, New Delhi. Dignitaries 
present at the inaugural session were Dr 
S.K. Mehta, President, SDHA; Dr R. N. 
Wahi, Chairman, SDHA; Dr Anil Khurana, 
Deputy Director General, Central 
Council for Research in Homoeopthy, 
Dr Bansidhar, renowed Homoepathic 
Physician and Mr. Vivek Seigell, Principal 
Director, PHD Chamber.

Scope and Limitations of Homoeopathy 
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PHD Chamber organized a seminar on 
AYUSH for Prevention and Control 

of Diabetes, “Mission Madhumeha” 
on May 31, 2019 at PHD House, New 
Delhi. Dr Deepika Gunawant, Senior 
Consultant, Ayurvedic and Welness, 
Max Multispeciality Centre gave a 
presentation on how diabetes is 
linked to various factors like genetics, 
sedentary lifestyle, obesity, as well as 
unhealthy diet and eating habits. She 
advised adoption of a simple lifestyle 
and maintaining healthy body weight for 
prevention and control of diabetes.

Other speakers included Vd. Karunaidhi 
Sharma, M.D. (Ayu), NIA, Multani 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd; Dr Sachin Kumar, 

PHD Chamber in association 
with South Delhi Homeopathic 

Association (SDHA) organized the 
27th Kent Memorial Lectures, National 
Homeopathic Conference on Handling 
of Neuro-Psychological Problems with 
Case Studies on September 14-15, 
2019 at PHD House, New Delhi.

Chief Guest, Dr K S Sethi, Advisor, 
Ministry of AYUSH   said that her 
Ministry is actively working on various 
methods to promote the AYUSH system. 
The Central Council for Research in 
Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS) has also 
taken various new initiatives, one of it by 
creating laboratory based at Kolkata. 

Mr. Pradeep Multani, Chairman, AYUSH 
committee, PHDCCI, stated that he 
would like to take the AYUSH System 
forward with the support of the Ministry 
of AYUSH.

Other eminent speakers present during 
the conference were Dr Shailja, Vice 
President, SDHA; Dr R N Wahi,  Chairman 
Organising Committee, SDHA; Dr S K 
Mehta, President, SDHA; Dr Satyendra 
Kumar Rajput, Director, Amity Institute 

AYUSH for Prevention and Control of Diabetes - Mission 
Madhumeh

27th Kent Memorial Lectures, National Homeopathic 
Conference on Handling of Neuro-Psychological Problems 
with Case Studies 

Research Officer, Ministry of AYUSH; Dr Rajendra Soni, Assistant Professor, Ch. 
Brahm Prakash Ayurvedic Charak Sansthan and Dr V. K. Chauhan, Former Principal, 
Dr B. R. Sur Homoeopathic Medical College and Mr. Pradeep Multani, Chairman, 
AYUSH Committee, PHD Chamber.

of Pharmacy; Dr Manoj Patel, Homeopathic Physician and Dr Vishpala Parthasarthy, 
Homeopath Physician.
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The Banking, Financial Services & Insurance Committee was reconstituted with Mr. Pratip Chaudhuri as Mentor and Mr. 
Jyoti Prakash Gadia as Chairman.  Mr. Ashish Aggarwal and Mr. Ram Kumar are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. The 

Committee provides a platform for interface between industry and the banking, financial services and Insurance sectors of 
the economy.

Banking, Financial Services & Insurance 

The Banking, Financial Services 
and Insurance Committee of PHD 

Chamber under the PHD-KAS Project 
organized an interactive session on 
‘Banks versus NBFCs – Funding for 
MSMEs’ on January 11, 2019 at PHD 
House, New Delhi. Chief Guest, Mr. B 
Sankar, General Manager, NW-4 Delhi 
Circle, State Bank of India stated that 
MSMEs should strive for digitisation in 
all areas of their operations with 100 
percent cashless transactions.

Mr. Anil Khaitan, Immediate Past 
President, PHD Chamber said access to 
credit to MSMEs is vital for employment 
generation and development of the 
country. Mr. Jyoti Prakash Gadia, 
Chairman, Banking, Financial Services 

Interactive Session on Banks versus NBFCs - Funding 
for MSMEs

and Insurance Committee, PHD 
Chamber elaborated that MSMEs should 
avail the benefits of digitization and GST, 
shift from informal source of funding to 

formal source of funding and identify the 
right instrument and right institution for 
their funding requirements.

A delegation led by Mr Rajeev Talwar, 
President, PHD Chamber along with 

Mr. D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President 
and Mr Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, 
PHD Chamber met Mr. Shaktikanta Das, 

PHDCCI Delegation Meeting with RBI Governor

Hon’ble Governor of Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), at the RBI headquarters in 
Mumbai on April 22, 2019. Mr. Rajeev 
Talwar, President, PHD Chamber urged 
RBI to increase the limit for classifying 

over dues of MSMEs to 180 days from 
the current level of 90 days as working 
capital cycle of MSMEs keeps prolonging 
due to delays in realization of their bills/
receivables.

Mr. D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, 
PHD Chamber advised that the loans 
given by banks to NBFCs for the purpose 
of on lending to MSMEs should be treated 
as indirect finance to MSMEs eligible for 
classification under the Priority Sector 
lending of banks.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, 
PHD Chamber suggested that at-least 
one year period should be considered 
for eligibility of stressed MSMEs and 
NPA accounts for eligibility under the 
restructuring scheme. 
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The Banking, Financial Services and 
Insurance (BFSI) Committee of PHD 

Chamber organized a ‘Banking Baithak 
on Wealth Creation and Succession 
Planning’ on March 26, 2019, at PHD 
House, New Delhi. 

Mr. Jyoti Prakash Gadia, Chairman, BFSI 
Committee, PHD Chamber spoke on 
the need for wealth planning in today’s 
times due to nuclear families and rising 
aspirations of younger generation. 
Mr. Ram Kumar, Co-chairman, BFSI 
Committee, PHD Chamber shared 
the Banker’s perspective on the need 
for Wealth Creation and Succession 
Planning. 

Mr. Vikas Mathur, Zonal Head – Retail 
Sales, North Zone, Aditya Birla Asset 
Management Co Ltd. in his industry 
perspective mentioned that basic tenets 
for wealth creation is to have simplicity 

The Banking, Financial Services and 
Insurance (BFSI) Committee of PHD 

Chamber organized a Banking Baithak 

Banking Baithak on Wealth Creation and Succession 
Planning

Banking Baithak on Whether Banks Will Start Lending??

in one’s investments and longevity of staying invested to realize one’s goal for wealth 
creation. Mr. Maneesh Kumar, CEO – Wealth Management, SMC Group mentioned 
that wealth creation is nothing but enhancement of one’s net worth and how to 
manage the liabilities. 

on ‘Whether Banks Will Start Lending’?? 
on May 21, 2019, at PHD House, New 
Delhi. 

Mr. Jyoti Prakash Gadia, Chairman, 
BFSI Committee, PHD Chamber stated 
that rise in NPAs have impacted lending 
capacity of banks resulting in tightening 
credit standards for corporates & 
MSMEs. Mr. Ram Kumar, Co-chairman, 
BFSI Committee, PHD Chamber, stated 
that there is a need for complete 
transparency by the borrower in end use 
of funds and there is no siphoning and 
diversion of funds either for personal 
gain or for the purpose it was meant for. 

Mr. K Rama Mohan, Circle General 
Manager and Head New Delhi Circle, 
Andhra Bank emphasized that TAT (Turn 
Around Time) in sanctioning credit 
especially to MSMEs is the deciding 
factor in growth and development of 
MSMEs. 
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The Banking, Financial Services 
and Insurance Committee of PHD 

Chamber jointly with Konrad Adenauer-
Stiftung (KAS) organized an interactive 
session on ‘Indian Banking: The Way 
Forward’ on June 21, 2019 at PHD 
House, New Delhi. 

Mr. M Karthikeyan, Field General 
Manager and Head North India, Indian 
Bank emphasized that MSMEs are a 
priority area for the Indian Banking 
System.  

Mr. Jyoti Prakash Gadia, Chairman, BFSI 
Committee, PHD Chamber stated that 
the focus of the new government should 
be to learn the status of the Banking 
Sector right now and where it will be 
after one year.

Mr. Ram Kumar, Co-chairman, BFSI 

Indian Banking: The Way Forward: Focus on MSMEs

Committee, PHD Chamber emphasized that the future of Indian Banking Sector is 
digitization and mergers and amalgamation of small banks is the way forward. He 
further added that future of Banking is recovery of dues, risk management and retail.

Other speakers included Mr. Vinod Jain, Chairman, INMACS and Mr. Pradeep Sharma, 
Assistant General Manager, State Bank of India.

The BFSI Committee of PHD Chamber in 
association with PHD-KAS organized 

a seminar on ‘Debtors and Industry 
Protection through Insurance- Need of 
MSME Sector’ on July 30, 2019 at PHD 
House, New Delhi.  Chief Guest, Mr. Ram 
Mohan Mishra, Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of MSMEs emphasized that 
by way of public-private- partnerships 
between government and industry, ways 
and means can be devised to mitigate 
credit risk factor for MSMEs through an 
insurance mechanism.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, 
PHD Chamber in his welcome remarks 

A Seminar on Debtors and Industry Protection- Need
of MSME Sector

pointed out that MSMEs face a wide spectrum of risks, many of which are 
commercially uninsurable, thus new PPP policies for MSMEs need to be drafted for 
the insurance sector.

Meeting with Chief Executive, Indian Banks’ Association

Mr. Jyoti Prakash Gadia, Chairman, BFSI 
Committee, PHD Chamber along with Ms. 

Babeeta Sharma, Secretary, BFSI Committee, PHD 
Chamber met Mr. V G Kannan, Chief Executive, 
Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) on April 23, 2019 
at IBA Head Office in Mumbai. The objective of the 
meeting was to discuss and deliberate various issues 
concerning the Indian Banking Sector and identify 
areas for cooperation and association for a mutually 
beneficial partnership.
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Banking, Financial Services and Insurance (BFSI) Committee of PHD Chamber along with ECGC Ltd organized a Training and 
Skill Development Programme on Export’s Procedures & Documentation on September 19, 2019 at PHD House, New Delhi.  .

The programme was addressed by Mr Ashish Agrawal, Co-chairman, BFSI Committee, PHD Chamber, Mr. Ram Kumar, Co-
Chairman, BFSI Committee, PHD Chamber; Dr Ram Singh, HOD, Trade and Logistics, IIFT Delhi; Mr. Abhishek Jain, DGM & RM 
NRO, ECGC Ltd and Mr Smit Saurav, AGM & Branch Manager, Large Exporters Branch, ECGC Ltd. 

Training and Skill Development Programme on
“Export’s Procedures & Documentation”



 114th Annual Report 2018-19          [ 43 ]

The Capital Market & Commodity Market Committee was reconstituted with Mr. B.K. Sabharwal as the Chairman. Mr. 
Vivek Gupta and Mr. C.P. Agarwala are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. The Committee conducts events concerning 

Financial and Commodity Markets.

Capital Market & Commodity Market 

The Capital Market and Commodity 
Market Committee of PHD Chamber 

organized a Knowledge Session 
on Interoperability among Clearing 
Corporations on December 28, 2018 
at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. D. K. 
Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, PHD 

The Capital Market and Commodity 
Market Committee of PHD 

Chamber organized a seminar on ‘Risk 

Knowledge Session on Interoperability among Clearing 
Corporations

Risk Management in Agri Commodities Market through 
Options

Management in Agri Commodities 
Market through Options’ on January 10, 
2019 at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. D 

K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, PHD 
Chamber highlighted that futures trading 
in Agri-commodities was re-introduced 
for the benefit of farmers in 2002 and 
these options help in fair price discovery 
and provide a mechanism to hedge price 
risk volatility. 

Mr. Sanjay Rawal, President, Commodity 
Participants Association of India 
informed that for the country’s progress, 
farmers and other value chain producers 
need to get proper education of trading 
techniques. Mr. Ashok Nimbekar, AGM, 
Northern Region, SEBI mentioned that 
SEBI has taken various steps to improve 
the health of the market, such as 
introduction of institutional participation 
to increase liquidity and participation.

Chamber highlighted that regulators are 
continuously changing the landscape 
of the capital market and introduced 
various reforms in the last two years. He 
informed that SEBI has recently issued 
norms for interoperability among CCPs.

Mr. Narinder Wadhwa, Alternate 

President, Commodity Participants 
Association of India (CPAI) mentioned 
that norms will not only aid traders to 
take benefits of margin but will also 
reduce post-trade costs of trading firms 
by optimizing the use of capital. 
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The Capital Market and Commodity 
Market Committee of PHD Chamber 

organized a seminar on ‘Base Metal 
Futures – An Effective Hedging Tool’ on 
February 27, 2019 at PHD House, New 
Delhi. Mr. Narinder Wadhwa, Alternate 
President, Commodity Participants 
Association of India underlined that 
India’s position is always that of a ‘Price 
Setter’ rather than a ‘Price Taker’ and 
the essentials to achieve this position 
are Policy, Product and Participation. Mr. 
Sanjay Rawal, President, Commodity 
Participants Association of India 
highlighted that hedging is an essential 
activity for expanding the business. He 
stated that base metals tend to have 

The Capital Market and Commodity 
Market Committee of PHD Chamber 

organized an Introductory Session on 
“Brent Crude Futures” on March 18, 
2019 at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. B. 
K. Sabharwal, Chairman, Capital Market 
& Commodity Market Committee, PHD 
Chamber stated that the requirement for 
oil as a primary energy constituent from 
the industries is at its peak  and as India 

Base Metal Futures - An Effective Hedging Tool

Session on Brent Crude Futures

large weightage in terms of costs and price discovery should be used for effective 
hedging strategy for base metals.

imports mostly from OPEC countries, 
Brent crude is the benchmark for India.

Mr. D. K. Aggarwal, Senior Vice 
President, PHD Chamber appreciated 
that NSE has timely launched two cash 
settled futures products – 100 barrel 
Brent Crude Oil Futures and 10 barrels 
Brent Crude Oil Mini Futures and the 
settlement price of the contract should 

be based on the ICIS price “Front - month 
cash BFOE (Brent - Forties - Oseberg - 
Ekofisk) assessments.”

Mr. Sanjay Rawal, President, Commodity 
Participants Association of India stated 
that the combination of futures and 
options can give market participants the 
benefit of price discovery of futures and 
risk management of options. 
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Annual Convention on Capital Market & Commodity 
Market India as Investment Destination for $5 Trillion 
Economy

The Capital Market and Commodity 
Market Committee of PHDCCI 

organized the 3rd Annual Convention on 
“Capital Market & Commodity Market - 
India as Investment Destination for US 
$5 Trillion Economy on September 14, 
2019 at Hotel the Park, New Delhi.

Chief Guest, Mr. Anand Mohan Bajaj 
Joint Secretary (FM), Department of 
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance 
highlighted that India needs to maintain 
its fiscal discipline. 

Guest of Honour, Mr. Aliasgar Mithwani, 
Chief General Manager (CDMRD), 
SEBI mentioned about SEBI’s historic 
decisions which are shaping up the 
futures as well as spot market for  better 
participation and integrity of the market. 
He assured that with all sheer efforts 
commodities market will see a strong 
foot hold and become a favourite trading 
destination.

Meeting with Minister of Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship

Mr. B K Sabharwal, Chairman, Capital 
Market & Commodity Market, PHD 

Chamber and Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, 
Secretary General, PHD Chamber met Dr 
Mahendra Nath Pandey, Hon’ble Minister 
of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship 
on September 13, 2019, at New Delhi to 
invite him for the Annual Convention on 
‘Capital Market & Commodity Market: 
India as Investment Destination for $5 
Trillion Economy’. 
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4th PHD Air Cargo Summit - 2018
Enabling Continued Growth of Air Cargo

PHD Chamber’s Civil Aviation 
Committee organized its 4th PHD 

Air Cargo Summit 2018- “Enabling 
continued growth of Air Cargo” on 
November 20, 2018 at PHD House, 
New Delhi. The summit was inaugurated 
by Dr. Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Union 
Minister of Civil Aviation and Mr. Jayant 
Sinha, Hon’ble Minister of State for 
Civil Aviation; Mr. S. Machendranathan, 
Chairperson-Airports Economic 
Regulatory Authority of India-AERA and 
Mr. Rajiv Nayan Choubey, Secretary, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

Dr Suresh Prabhu shared that a specific 
Department of Logistics has been 
created in the Department of Commerce 
for finalizing the nitty-gritty of logistics 
dimensions as well as cargo movement. 
Mr. Jayant Sinha said that with the 
commissioning of Jewar Airport, the 
western belt of UP would become 
a manufacturing hub for a host of 
economic activities and air passenger & 
cargo movement. 

Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD 
Chamber while welcoming the 
distinguished dignitaries acknowledged 
the policy measures of the government 
claiming that these would further propel

the economy, particularly the civil 
aviation sector.

The Civil Aviation Committee is headed by Mr. K. Narayana Rao as Chairman. Mr. Rajan Mehra and Mr. Vipin Vohra are the 
Co-chairmen. The Committee organizes events concerning various issues of civil aviation sector in India.

Civil Aviation
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PHD Chamber’s Civil Aviation 
Committee organized its 5th PHD 

Aviation Summit-2019 - “Skilled and  
Safe Skies for Tomorrow  on April 3, 
2019 at PHD House, New Delhi.

Chief Guest, Mr. Pradeep Singh Kharola, 
IAS, Hon’ble Secretary, Ministry of 
Civil Aviation announced that the Civil 
Aviation Ministry has been working on 
a three-pronged strategy to enhance 
skills of all its employees for capacity 
expansion and safety of passengers as 
also encouraging multinational operators 
to set up their R&D Centre in India. 
Mr. N Sivasailam, Special Secretary 
(Logistics), Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry opined that logistics costs need 
special attention and collaboration with 
all its stakeholders. 

5th PHD Aviation Summit-2019 - Skilled and Safe Skies 
For Tomorrow

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. 
D.K. Aggarwal, Sr. Vice President 

and comprising of Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, 
Vice President, Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, 
Secretary General, Mr. K.N. Rao and 
Mr. Rajan Mehra, Senior Member, 
Civil Aviation Committee, Mr. Yogesh 
Srivastav, Principal Director along with 
the secretariat met Dr. Suresh Prabhu, 
Hon’ble Minister of Civil Aviation on 
October 17, 2018 at New Delhi. The 
meeting was to invite him as the Special 
Guest for the inaugural session of the 
‘4th Air Cargo Summit-2018’.

Meeting with Minister of Civil Aviation

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Mr. D.K. Aggarwal, Sr. Vice 
President, Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary 
General, Mr. Yogesh Srivastav, Principal 
Director along with the secretariat met 
Mr. Rajiv Nayan Choubey, IAS, Secretary, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation on October 18, 
2018 at New Delhi. The meeting was to 
invite him as Guest of Honour for the 
inaugural session of the 4th PHD Air 
Cargo Summit-2018.

Meeting with Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation



[ 48 ]        PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. K. N. Rao, Chairman, PHD Civil 

Aviation Committee along with Mr. 
Yogesh Srivastav, Principal Director 
and Ms. Bhavna Singh, Joint Secretary 
met Mr. Guruprasad Mohapatra, IAS, 
Chairman, Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) on October 24, 2018 at New Delhi. 
The meeting was to invite him as the 
Guest of Honour for the 4th PHD Air 
Cargo Summit-2018.

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. 
D.K. Aggarwal, Sr. Vice President 

and comprising of Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, 
Vice President, Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, 
Secretary General, Mr. K.N. Rao & 
Mr. Rajan Mehra, Senior Member, 
PHD Civil Aviation Committee, Mr. 
Yogesh Srivastav, Principal Director, 
along with the secretariat met Mr. S. 
Machendranathan, Chairman, Airports 
Economic Regulatory Authority of India 
(AERA) on October 17, 2018 at New 
Delhi. The meeting was to invite him as 
Special Guest for the inaugural session 
on ‘4th Air Cargo Summit-2018’.

Meeting with Chairman, Airports Authority of India

Meeting with Chairman, Airports Economic Regulatory 
Authority of India (AERA)

A PHD Chamber’s delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, 
Secretary General, Mr. K.N. Rao- 
Chairman, Civil Aviation Committee, Mr. 
Vipin Vohra and Mr. Rajen Mehra, Co-
chairmen, Civil Aviation Committee and 
the secretariat team met Mr. Pradeep 
Singh Kharola, IAS, Hon’ble Secretary, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation on March 15, 
2019 at New Delhi. The meeting was to 
congratulate Mr. Kharola on taking over 
as Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation 
and to invite him for the ‘5th PHD Global 
Aviation Summit-2019’ as the Chief 
Guest.

Meeting with Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation
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The Consumer Affairs Committee has been reconstituted under the Chairmanship of Mr. Bejon Kumar Mishra. The 
Committee organizes events concerning issues on consumer rights.

Consumer Affairs

The Aware Consumer State Awards National Consumer 
Day 2018

PHD Chamber in association with 
Aware Consumer Magazine and 

the Quality Council of India organized 
‘The Aware Consumer State Awards on 
National Consumer Day’ on December 
24, 2018 at the Constitution Club of 
India, New Delhi. Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, 
Vice President, PHD Chamber welcomed 
the delegates. Mr. Wajahat Habibullah, 
Former Chief Information Commissioner 
and Former Secretary, Department of 
Consumer Affairs, Mr. Anil Khaitan, 
Board Member, Partnership for Safe 

Medicine, India and Prof Bejon Misra, 
Founder, Consumer Online Foundation 
were some of the prominent dignitaries 
present at the event.

The ‘Consumer Friendly States in 
India’ were recognized and felicitated 
on parameters such as Consumer 
Awareness, Protection and Dispute 
Redressal Mechanism; Accessibility 
and connectivity for efficient delivery of 
Public Services & Governance; Delivery 
of and access to quality education and 

PHD Chamber in association with The 
Aware Consumer and Quality Council 

of India celebrated the ‘World Consumer 
Rights Day’ (WCRD) on March 15, 2019 
at India International Centre Annex, New 
Delhi. As part of the celebrations, a 
number of panel discussions were also 
held.

Mr. Wajahat Habibullah, Former 
Chief Information Commissioner and 
Chairman, PSM India Initiative; Prof 
Bejon Kumar Misra, Founder THE 
AWARE CONSUMER and Mr. Anil 
Khaitan, Immediate Past President, PHD 
Chamber talked about the importance of 

World Consumer Rights Day - 2019 Trusted Smart 
Products

public health services including safe 
food and ease to do business. A panel 
discussion on ‘Good Governance: 
Citizen as a Consumer’ involved 
stakeholders who deliberated on how 
the government needs to strengthen 
the legal redressal mechanism and 
also strengthen infrastructure in terms 
of better amenities and facilities to 
seek prompt redressal of consumer 
complaints. 

Consumer Rights Potection in today’s world of digitization.

Chief Guest, Dr S. Eswara Reddy, Drug Controller General of India, Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare spoke about bringing uniformity in the enforcement of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act. 
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A PHD Chamber delegation led 
by Mr. Anil Khaitan, Immediate 

Former President and comprising of 
Mr. Bejon Misra, Chairman, Public 
Health Committee; Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, 
Secretary General, Dr. Rajiv Chhibber, 
Vice President, Sahjanand Medical 
Technologies Ltd, and Mr. Vivek Seigell, 
Principal Director, PHDCCI met Mr. D. V. 
Sadananda Gowda, Hon’ble Minister of 
Chemicals & Fertilizers, on July 3, 2019 
in New Delhi. Mr. Khaitan congratulated 
the Minister on his new assignment and 
Dr Reddy invited the Hon’ble Minister to 
be the Chief Guest for the Annual Health 
Conference of PHDCCI- PharmaMed HD 
2019.

Prof Bejon Misra, Chairman Consumer 
Affairs Committee, PHDCCI met Mr. 

Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister for 
Commerce and Industry on February 
4, 2019 at New Delhi. He extended an 
invite to the Hon’ble Minister to grace 
the celebrations on the World Consumer 
Rights Day. 

Meeting with Minister of Chemicals & Fertilizers

Meeting with Hon’ble Minister for Commerce and Industry
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Corporate Affairs
The Corporate Affairs Committee was re-constituted under the Chairmanship of Mr. Naveen Gupta. Mr. Pawan Kumar 

Rustagi and Mr. Subhash Setia are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. The Committee organizes events highlighting 
problems of trade and industry with regard to corporate laws to concerned authorities and also provides suggestions on 
new legislations.

The Corporate Affairs Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized an 

interactive workshop on ‘Good Corporate 
Governance: The Essential Constituents’ 
on March 6, 2019 at PHD House, New 
Delhi.

Mr. Naveen N. D. Gupta, Chairman, 

The Essential Constituents of Good Corporate Governance

Corporate Affairs Committee, PHD 
Chamber stated that robust Corporate 
Governance framework is essential to 
achieve the milestone of India becoming 
a US$ 5 trillion economy in the coming 
years and corporate governance is 
always based on principles rather than 

The Corporate Affairs Committee of 
PHD Chamber organized a workshop 

on ‘Recent Key Amendments: The 
Companies Act & The SEBI Insider 

The Companies Act & SEBI Insider Trading Regulations

Trading Regulations’ on April 3, 2019 at 
PHD House, New Delhi. 

Chief Guest, Dr Raj Singh, Regional 

Director, Northern Region, Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs highlighted that his 
Ministry is continuously striving to 
address stakeholder grievances and 
introducing automated processes for the 
companies to take a step ahead towards 
ease of doing business in India.  

Mr. Naveen N. D. Gupta, Chairman, 
Corporate Affairs Committee, PHD 
Chamber stated that the Government 
has re-promulgated the ordinance to 
amend the Companies Act 2013 that 
seeks to plug critical gaps in corporate 
governance and improves the ease of 
doing business in the country.

rules. 

Mr. Vineet K Chaudhary, Council Member, 
The Institute of Company Secretaries of 
India stated that corporate governance 
promotes the practice of accountability 
along with transparency of the provisions 
followed under the same. 
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The Corporate Affairs Committee of 
PHDCCI organized a workshop on 

‘Ind AS and its Convergence in India – 
Prospects and Challenges’ on May 3, 
2019 at PHD House, New Delhi.

Mr. Rajiv Singh, Co-Founder & Director, 
Explico Consulting Pvt Ltd gave a 
presentation on “Fair Value Measurement 
under Ind AS” wherein he highlighted 
some key concepts under Ind AS -113.

Mr. Subhash Setia, Co-chairman, 
Corporate Affairs Committee, PHDCCI 
mentioned that IndAS leads to better 
reflection of the financial performance of 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Mr. D.K. Aggarwal, Senior 
Vice President, Mr. P K Rustagi, Co-
chairman, Corporate Affairs Committee, 
Dr. Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary General 
along with the Secretariat team met Mr. 
Injeti Srinivas, Secretary, Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs on February 6, 2019 
at his office in New Delhi. The delegation 
discussed important provisions of 
the Companies Act, 2013 and its 
implications on the industry.

Workshop on Ind AS and its Convergence in India – 
Prospects and Challenges

Meeting with Secretary, Ministry of Corporate Affairs

an entity and more relevant information in the hands of users of financial statements. 
Other speakers included Mr. Manoj Gupta, Partner, S.R. Batliboi & Co. LLP and Mr. 
Siddharth Talwar, Chartered Accountant.

The Corporate Affairs Committee of 
PHDCCI organized a seminar on 

‘Latest Developments under Economic & 
Commercial Laws’ on June 26, 2019 at 
PHD House, New Delhi.

Dr Girish Ahuja, , Co- Founder, KNM & 
Partners Law Offices highlighted Benami 
law in its new avatar came into force 
from November 1, 2016. Under this law, 
persons who are guilty of offence of a 
benami transaction would be liable for 
fine which may extend up to 25 percent 
of the fair market value of the property 
and rigorous imprisonment upto 7 years. 

Mr. P K Rustagi, Co-chairman, Corporate 
Affairs Committee, PHDCCI mentioned 
that certain economic and commercial 

Latest Developments under Economic & Commercial 
Laws

legislations have direct bearing on the functioning of companies. Other speakers 
included Mr. Mukesh Singhal, Co - Founder, KNM & Partners Law Offices; Mr. Amit 
Chugh, Chartered Accountant and Mr. Pramod Jain, Partner, Lunawat & Co.
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Meeting with Hon’ble Minister of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs & Statistics and Programme Implementation

Risk Based Internal Audit: Good Governance Advisor

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President and 

comprising of Mr. Naveen N D Gupta, 
Chairman, Corporate Affairs Committee 
and the Secretariat team met Mr. Vijay 
Goel, Hon’ble Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs & Statistics and 
Programme Implementation on March 
19, 2019 at New Delhi. The delegation 
requested the Minister to invite PHD 
Chamber to be a part of various 
committees under Parliamentary Affairs 
while formulating any major economic 
policy.

The Corporate Affairs Committee of 
PHDCCI organized a conference 

on “Risk Based Internal Audit: Good 
Governance Advisor” on July 19, 2019 
at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. Naveen 
N D Gupta, Chairman, Corporate Affairs 
Committee, PHDCCI in his welcome 
address mentioned that evaluating 
emerging technologies, examining 
global issues, assessing risks, controls, 
ethics, efficiency, assuring that controls 
are in place and communicating 
information and opinions with clarity and 
accuracy are some of the major motives 
of Internal Auditing.

Mr. Sidheshwar Bhalla, Partner, Mazars 
India LLP in his presentation on “Effective 
Functioning of Audit Committee & Risk 

Management” highlighted the importance of Audit Committee, its composition, 
frequency and manner of audit committee meetings. 
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The CSR Committee was reconstituted with Ms. Aruna Oswal as the Chairperson and Dr. S. Chandrasekaran as the Co-
chairman. The CSR Committee organizes events to integrate CSR into core business values of the industry by creating a 

positive framework and to give an opportunity to network and build mutually enriching strategic relationships with various 
stakeholders.

CSR

The CSR Committee of PHD Chamber 
organized a national consultative 

seminar on ‘Mainstreaming the 
Mariginalized through Digital Inclusion’ 
on February 1, 2019 at Dr Ambedkar 
International Centre, Janpath Road, New 
Delhi. 

Dr S. Chandrasekaran, Co-chairman, 
CSR Committee, PHD Chamber stressed 
on the fact that Digital inclusion is not just 
about access to all things being “digital” 
but also about meaningful engagement 
with digital content, adoption of digital 
tools and technologies and application 
of knowledge. 

Dr Neeta Verma, Director General, 
National Informatics Centre, Department 
of Information Technology pointed out 
that specific strategies can be planned 
out to spread awareness about digital 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. 
D. K. Aggarwal, Senior Vice President 

along with Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary 
General and Dr. Jatinder Singh, Director 
met Mr. Jual Oram, Union Minister for 
Tribal Affairs on November 15, 2018 at 
New Delhi. The meeting was to invite him 
to be the Chief Guest for the conference 
on ‘Mainstreaming the Marginalized’.

domain to the marginalized sections of 
the population. 

Mr. Amit Kansal, Centre for Development 
of Telematics, Ministry of Science & 
Technology emphasized on the three-
pronged programme of the Government 

of India i.e Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile 
programmes aimed at a comprehensive 
strategy of inclusion, financial 
empowerment and social security. 

Mainstreaming the Marginalized through Digital Inclusion 
#PwDs #Tribals # Women A National Consultative 
Seminar 

Meeting with Union Minister for Tribal Affairs
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Defence & HLS
The Defence & HLS was reconstituted under the Chairmanship of Mr. Rajiv Bhatnagar. The Committee organizes issues of 

the industry concerning the defence sector with the government authorities.

AERO INDIA 2019: Redefining the Future of Aviation

PHD Chamber in association with the 
Department of Defence Production, 

Ministry of Defence, organized an 
International conference on “Redefining 
the Future of Aviation” on February 21, 
2019 at AERO INDIA 2019 at Yelahanka, 
Bengaluru.

The conference was inaugurated by Air 
Cmde B K Gairola, PD Indigenisation-
IAF; Wing Cdr KA Santhosh Kumar, 
Managing Director-KINFRA; Mr. Amber 
Dubey, Partner, KPMG; Mr. Anil Pant, 
GM, Bharat Electronics Ltd. and Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, PHD 
Chamber. A Knowledge Report was also 
released by them.

Technical sessions were held on “5th 
Generation Aviation: Challenges and 
Opportunities” and “UAVs, Unmanned 
Flying: Future of Surveillance, Logistics 
and Agriculture.
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Meeting with Secretary (Defence Production), Ministry 
of Defence

Meeting with Secretary (Defence Production), Ministry 
of Defence

Meeting with ED, ITPO

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Sandeep Aggarwal, Chairman, 

Telecom Committee along with Dr 
Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary General and 
Mr. Ajay Sharma Senior Director met 
Dr. Ajay Kumar, IAS, Secretary, Defence 
Production, Ministry of Defence on 
December 19, 2018 at New Delhi. The 
meeting was to invite him to launch the 
conference ‘Aero India 2019’ held on  
February 21, 2019 at Bengaluru.

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. 
Rajiv Bhatnagar, Chairman Defence 

& HLS Committee and comprising of 
Mr. Ashish Kansal & Mr. Vishal Malik, 
Members, Defence & HLS Committee 
and Mr. Nasir Jamal, Joint Secretary 
met Dr Ajay Kumar, Secretary Defence 
Production in New Delhi on May 1, 2019 
to seek support for the PHD Chamber-
ITPO “India International Security Expo 
2019.”

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. 
Rajiv Bhatnagar, Chairman, Defence 

& HLS Committee and comprising of 
Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary General 
and Mr. Nasir Jamal, Joint Secretary met 
Mr. Deepak Kumar, Executive Director of 
IPTO on March 12, 2019 at New Delhi 
to discuss the collaboration of ITPO with 
PHD Chamber as the “Co-Organiser” 
for the 22nd India International Security 
Expo 2019.
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A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Mr. D K Agarwal, Sr. 
Vice President and Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, 
Secretary General met Mr. G Kishan 
Reddy, Hon’ble Minister of State for 
Home Affairs on August 29, 2019 at 
New Delhi to invite him for the State’s 
Policy Conclave .

Mr. Rajiv Bhatnagar, Chairman, 
Defence & HLS Committee and Ms. 

Anamika Kalia, Principal Director, PHD 
Chamber met Dr G. Satheesh Reddy 
Secretary, Department of Defence R&D 
and Chairman, DRDO on June 28,2019 
at New Delhi to seek support for PHD 
Chamber-ITPO 22nd India International 
Security Expo, 2019.’’

Ms. Anamika Kalia, Principal Director, PHD 
Chamber and Mr. Nasir Jamal, Joint 

Secretary, Defence & HLS Committee met Mr. 
Kumar Rajesh Chandra, IPS, Director General, 
Sashastra Seema Bal, Ministry of Home Affairs 
on July 1,2019 at New Delhi to seek support for 
PHD Chamber -ITPO 22nd India International 
Security Expo, 2019.’’

Meeting with Hon’ble Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
Ministry of Home Affairs

Meeting with Secretary, Department of Defence R&D 
and Chairman, DRDO

Meeting with Director General, Sashastra Seema Bal, 
Ministry of Home Affairs
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Direct Taxes
The Direct Taxes Committee  was reconstituted with Mr. Anil Kumar Chopra as Chairman. Mr. Mukul Bagla and Mr. Ashwani 

Taneja are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. The Committee formulates Pre and Post Budget memoranda of PHD 
Chamber. The Committee organizes events and submits representations with regard to direct taxation.

Conference on Tax Laws & Systems in India and Way 
Forward

Workshop on Capital Gain Taxation & Exemptions and 
Taxation of Start-Ups

The Direct Taxes Committee of PHD 
Chamber organized a conference on 

‘Tax Laws & Systems in India and Way 
Forward’ on December 19, 2018 at PHD 
House, New Delhi. Mr. Sushil Chandra, 
Chairman, CBDT assured India Inc. that 
CBDT is working on a model to widen 
the tax base. He also informed that the 
CBDT has collected digital information of 
the tax payers and it is being matched 
with the Department’s data banks to find 
non-filers of returns. 

Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD 
Chamber stated that the New Direct Tax 
Law will make taxation more progressive. 
Mr. Anil K Chopra, Chairman, Direct 
Taxes Committee discussed the rights 
and obligations of tax payers and tax 
administrators and increased efficiency. 
He gave some suggestions to the 
constituted Task Force on how to redraft 
the Direct Tax Law. 

Hon’ble Justice Mr. Badar Durrez Ahmed, 
Former Chief Justice, Jammu & Kashmir 
High Court stressed on simplifying 
taxation, rationalizing its structure and 
simplifying tax laws.

The Direct Taxes Committee of PHD 
Chamber organized a workshop on 

“Capital Gain Taxation & Exemptions 

and Taxation of Start-Ups” on May 2, 
2019, at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. Anil 
Kumar Chopra, Chairman, Direct Taxes 

Committee, PHD Chamber shared his 
expert views on issues and challenges 
faced by assesses under capital gain 
taxation and exemptions and taxation of 
startups.

Mr. I.P. Bansal, Member ITAT (Retd.) 
and Advocate, Supreme Court and 
High Court, IPB Legal shared his expert 
views on various sections like Section 
45, “Section 2(14) – “Capital Assets: 
“Section 2(47) – Transfer in relation to 
capital assets” Section 47 and 50CA.
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Meeting with Minister of State for Finance

Meeting with Chairperson, Central Board of Direct Taxes

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Anil Khaitan, immediate Former 

President and comprising of Mr. Anil 
Kumar Chopra, Chairman, Direct Taxes 
Committee, Mr. Sandeep Aggarwal, 
Chairman, Telecom Committee, Dr 
Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary General and 
the secretariat team met Mr. Shiv Pratap 
Shukla, Hon’ble Minister of State for 
Finance on December 6, 2018 at New 
Delhi.

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President along 

with Mr. D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice 
President, Mr. Anil Kumar Chopra, 
Chairman, Direct Taxes Committee, Mr. 
V N Dalmia, Chairman, Agri Business 
and Food Processing Committee and Dr 
S P Sharma, Chief Economist met Mr. 
Pramod Chandra Mody, Chairman CBDT 
on May 6, 2019 at CBDT office, New 
Delhi.

PHD Chamber organized a Post Budget 
Interactive Session 2019-20 on July 

10, 2019 at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. 
Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD Chamber 
in his welcome remarks lauded the 
Budget announcements and stated that 
creating a New India is a target which 
involves contribution from everybody. 

Chief Guest, Mr. Akhilesh Ranjan, 
Member (Legislation), CBDT assured 
industry stakeholders that a task force 
has been set up to look into issues 
raised by industry on the budget 
announcements. He reiterated the need 
for reducing the levels of inequalities, 
which are a great concern for the Indian 
economy.

Post Budget Interactive Session:  Implications of Union 
Budget 2019-20

Guest of Honour, Mr. Prabhash Shankar, Principal Chief Commissioner of Income 
Tax, Delhi Region mentioned that for achieving this year’s target, cooperation from 
industry is needed.
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The Direct Taxes Committee of PHD 
Chamber organized a conference 

on “Tax Aspects of Business 
Reconstructions & Acquisitions, 
Mergers-Demergers and Slump Sale” on 
August 7, 2019 at PHD Chamber, New 
Delhi. 

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President, 
PHD Chamber said that mergers and 
acquisitions are used as instruments of 
momentous growth and are increasingly 
getting accepted by Indian businesses 
as critical tools of business strategy. 
without harming the other party.

Mr. Anil Kumar Chopra, Chairman, 
Direct Taxes Committee, PHD Chamber 
gave the theme address and shared 
his views on issues and challenges 
faced by assesses under Business 

Conference on Tax Aspects of Business Reconstructions 
& Acquisitions, Mergers-Demergers and Slump Sale

Reconstructions & Acquisitions, Mergers-Demergers and Slump Sale. Other 
speakers included Ms. Gouri Puri, Partner, Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co.; 
Mr. Suraj Malik, Partner, BDO India LLP.; Mr. Rohit Jain, Partner, Vaish Associates 
Advocates; Mr.S.R. Patnaik, Partner, Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas; Mr. Manish Kapur, 
Partner, International Tax & Deal Advisory, M&A Tax, BSR & Co. LLP.
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Economic Affairs
The Economic Affairs Committee was reconstituted with Mr. Akhil Bansal as Chairman and Mr. Ambuj Jain as Co-chairman. 

The Committee organizes events on various economic issues and assists PHD Chamber in formulation of its views on 
issues related to the Indian economy.

The Economic Affairs Committee of 
PHD Chamber organized a session 

on ‘India towards a Shared Prosperity: 
Economic Agenda for the Next 5 Years’ 
on December 18, 2018 at PHD House, 
New Delhi. Dr Ajay Chhibber, Former 
Economist, World Bank and Visiting 
Scholar, Institute of International 
Economic Policy, George Washington 
University, US addressed the session.

Dr Ajay Chhibber highlighted that to 
compete globally, India will have to 
become very competitive and needs 
to create employment opportunities 
to address the demographic dividend 
entering the job market. He highlighted 
the importance of the tourism sector and 
said that the sector needs to perform 
better in mobility services, warehousing 
and logistics. 

India towards a Shared Prosperity: Economic Agenda 
for the Next 5 Years

Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD Chamber said that India is the fastest emerging 
economy in the global economic system and highlighted the importance of discussing 
economic agenda for the next five years for building a prosperous and sustainable 
India in the coming times.

The Economic Affairs Committee of 
PHD Chamber organized the 2019- 

20 Budget Viewing Session on February 
1, 2019 at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. 
Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD Chamber 
said that the budget may be called 
green budget for the people and the 
government. He said that the proposal of 
rollover of capital gains from investment 

Budget Viewing Session 2019-20

in two residential houses would keep 
the prices of property down and thereby 
increase investment by young generation 
in the housing sector.

Mr. Ajay Shankar, Former Secretary, 
Dept. of Industrial Policy and Promotion 
suggested that there is a need to check 
how to get rid of poverty, create jobs and 

bridge the gap between India and China.

Dr. C S C Sekhar, Professor of Agriculture, 
Institute of Economic Growth, University 
of Delhi suggested that there should have 
been some provisions for agricultural 
labourers and the formation of a 
separate department of Fisheries was an 
important step. 
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PHD Chamber organized the India Inc. 
Speaks Live on Lok Sabha Election 

Results Viewing Session 2019 on May 
23, 2019 at PHD House, New Delhi to 
discuss about the Economic Agenda of 
the Government for the next five years. 
The session was addressed by Mr. 
Ajay Shankar, Former Seretary, DIPP; 
Dr CSC Sekhar, Head, AERU, Institute 
of Economic Growth; Dr Ajit K Nagpal, 

The Economic Affairs Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized the 

Budget Viewing Session- 2019-20 
on July 5, 2019 at PHD House, New 

India Inc. Speaks Live on Lok Sabha Elections Results 
Viewing Session 2019

Budget Viewing Session 2019-20 India Inc. Speaks LIVE

Chairman, Amity Pacific Forum; Prof 
N R Bhanumurthy, NIPFP; Mr. DK 
Aggarwal, Senior Vice-President, Mr. 
Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice-President, 
Dr Mahesh Gupta, Former President 
and Ms. Aditi Pasari, Co-chairperson, 
Young Business Leaders Forum, PHD 
Chamber. Mr. Srijan Pal Singh, CEO, Dr 
APJ Abdul Kalam Centre moderated the 
session.

Delhi. Chief Guest, Mr. Gopal Krishna 
Agarwal, National Spokesperson of BJP 
(Economic Affairs) said that the Budget 
will be a roadmap to achieve a USD 5 

Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD 
Chamber said that there is a need for 
research and development, innovation, 
adoption of technology in establishing 
manufacturing industry, Ease of doing 
business and boosting the tourism 
sector. He also stressed on increased 
productivity and higher tax compliance, 
so that government has resources for 
housing, infra, airports and highways.

trillion economy and manufacturing 
sector, an important area where several 
initiatives of the government will come in 
the budget.

Mr. Rajeev Talwar President, PHD 
Chamber commented that this budget will 
provide massive boost to employment 
but will require detailed implementation 
and close monitoring.

Mr. D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, 
and Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice President,  
PHD Chamber appreciated the lowering 
of tax rates to 25% for companies with 
annual turnover of Rs 400 crores and 
suggested that continuous efforts will be 
required to sustain the higher economic 
growth trajectory.
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Education
The Education Committee is headed by Mr. Nishant Berlia as Chairman. Dr Vishwa Mohan Bansal, Dr. Rubina Mittal and Mr. 

Amit Kumar Gupta are the Co-chairpersons. The Committee focuses on issues of critical relevance to the much needed 
growth of education in the country. The Committee also engages with the Central and state governments on key policy 
issues, challenges as well as opportunities in the education sector. 

A panel discussion on ‘International 
Best Practices of Academia and 

Corporate Interface in Research and 
Innovation’ was organized under the 
aegis of PHD Chamber on January 
17, 2019 in collaboration with Canada 
India Foundation. Mr. Nishant Berlia, 
Chairman, Education Committee, 
PHD Chamber reiterated that the 
outcome of success in industry and 
academia collaboration will depend 
upon technological advancement, talent 
acceptability and vibrancy. 

Mr. Pankaj Dave, Co-convener, Canada 
India Foundation shared that the idea 
behind Canada India Foundation was to 

International Best Practices of Academia and Corporate 
Interface in Research and Innovation

put into context how the government policy can shape up and resolve the issues of 
innovation, research and employability.

Knowledge & Awareness Mapping Platform (KAMP)

A theme meet on Knowledge & 
Awareness Mapping Platform 

(KAMP) was organized under the aegis 
of PHD Chamber on April 3, 2019 in 
collaboration with CSIR-NISTADS at PHD 
House, New Delhi.

Prof K Vijay Raghavan, Principal Scientific 
Advisor to Govt. of India emphasized that 
the government with the support of CSIR 
is pushing for rebuilding of scientific 
temperament among its aspiring 
populace through their mother tongue 
so that in their abstractive imagination, 
desire to learn science is captured in 
their formative years.
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The Energy Committee was reconstituted with Mr. Rajeev Kumar Mathur as Chairman. Mr. Manoj Barthwal, Mr. R.C. 
Agarwala and Mr. Neeraj Kumar Singal are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. The Committee organizes events on 

various issues confronting the Energy sector.

Energy

The Energy Committee of PHD 
Chamber organized a National Smart 

Grid Conclave on October 9, 2018 at 
PHD House, New Delhi. Chief Guest, Mr. 
R. P. Gupta, IAS, Additional Secretary 
(Energy), Niti Aayog stated that the 
government has almost universalized 
the access to electricity and by March 
next year, everyone would have access 
to electricity in the country.

Guest of Honour, Dr A. K. Tripathi, 
Director-General, National Institute of 
Solar Energy (NISE) mentioned that 
Smart Grids would interface with 
renewable energy in a big way and when 
we design and operationalize Smart 

PHD Chamber organized an industry 
workshop on ‘Roadmap for Smart 

Metering in India’ on May 14, 2019 at 
PHD House, New Delhi. The workshop 
was presided over by Mr. Rajeev Mathur, 

National Smart Grid Conclave

Roadmap for Smart Metering In India

Grids in future, it will be a boon for the producers and consumers of electricity as it 
reduces distribution of losses.

Chairman, Energy Committee, PHD 
Chamber.

Ms. Anjuli Chandra, Member, Punjab 
State Electricity Regulatory Commission 
pointed out that smart metering is the 

need of the hour and should be installed 
for a win-win situation for all stakeholders 
involved in the value chain of the power 
sector with all necessary precautionary 
steps in place. Mr. Sudhanshu Gupta, 
Associate Partner & Digital Leader, Ernst 
& Young LLP, highlighted the pros & 
cons of smart metering and indicated 
that a couple of Discoms have already 
begun to experiment installation of 
smart meters with necessary support 
from the Center. Mr. Vishal Kapoor, 
Director, Ministry of Power moderated 
the technical session on the ‘Challenges 
and Opportunities in Smart Metering 
in India’ while Mr. Arun Kumar Mishra, 
Director, National Smart Grid Mission 
chaired the technical session on ‘Smart 
Cities: Making for Smart Metering’.
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The Entertainment & Media Committee was reconstituted under the Chairmanship of Mr. Mukesh Gupta. Ms. Nandita 
Jain and Mr. Arshad Nizam Shawl are the Co-chairpersons of the Committee. The Committee organizes various events 

concerning the Entertainment & Media industry.

Entertainment & Media

Drama Presentation of Stories of Munshi Premchand by 
The Nepathya Foundation

PHD Chamber organized an evening of 
drama presentation on the ‘Stories of 

Munshi Premchand’ by Ms. Mala Kumar, 
Founder of The Nepathya Foundation and 
directed by Mr. Rajinder Nath (National 
Award Winner) on January 24, 2019 at 
PHD House, New Delhi. The Nepathya 
Foundation enacted four short stories of 
writers- Moteramji Shastri, Shanti, Bade 
Bhai Sahab and Sadgati.

Mr. Rajendra Nath, National Award 
Winning Director directed the play and 
Ms. Mala Kumar, Mr. Sanjeev Johri, Ms. 
Rekha Johri, Mr. Jagdish Kanojia, Mr. 
V.K. Bindu, Mr. Animesh Singhal, Mr. 
Gaurav Sethi, Mr. Vishal Singh and Mr. 
Abhishek Kumar casted the play. The 
staged plays were anchored by Ms. 
Ankita from Colors of Music.

The evening was graced by Mr. Vijender Gupta, Leader of Opposition, Delhi Vidhan 
Sabha, Ms. Shobha Vijender Gupta & Ms. Veena Virmani, Chairperson, Standing 
Committee, North Delhi Municipal Corporation. 

PHD Chamber organized a Special Screening of the movie ‘Chhoriyan Chhoron Se 
Kam Nahi Hoti’ on June 15, 2019 in Picture Time Theatre inside the premises of 

PHD House, New Delhi.

PHDCCI felicitates Filmmaker Satish Kaushik for his 
Haryanvi Movie- Chhoriyan Chhoron Se Kam Nahi Hoti

The movie depicts issues that women 
residing in Haryana encounter and 
also promotes the campaign of the 
Government of India- ‘Beti Bachao, 
Beti Padhao’ which aims to generate 
awareness and improve the efficiency 
of welfare services intended for girls in 
India.

Mr. Satish Kaushik, Actor and Filmmaker 
graced the occasion as a Special 
Guest. PHDCCI felicitated Mr. Kaushik, 
acknowledging his contribution in the 
world of film and cinema. He was also 
felicitated with Honorary Membership of 
the Entertainment & Media Committee of 
the Chamber. 
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Meeting with Indian Actor and Filmmaker
A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. 
Mukesh Gupta, Chairman, Entertainment 
& Media Committee and comprising of 
Mr. Rajan Sehgal, Co-chairman, Tourism 
Committee and the secretariat team met 
Mr. Satish Kaushik, Indian Actor and 
Filmmaker on May 29, 2019 in New 
Delhi. The meeting was to extend an 
invitation to Mr. Kaushik to become an 
Honorary Member of the Entertainment 
& Media Committee of PHDCCI.
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The Environment Committee actively contributes to the policy making exercise of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate change as well as organizes events to generate awareness on various issues concerning the environment.

Environment

Workshop on Bulk Utilization of Crop Residue for 
Economic and Environmental Sustainability

Seminar on Importance of Energy Efficiency for MSMEs

The Environment and Water & Solid 
Waste Management Committee, PHD 

Chamber organized a workshop on ‘Bulk 
Utilization of Crop Residue for Economic 
and Environmental Sustainability’ on 
November 16, 2018 at PHD House, New 
Delhi.

Dr S K Goyal, Sr. Principal Scientist & 
Head, CSIR-NEERI Delhi Zonal Centre 
stated that suitable strategies need to 
be devised for its on-farm utilization, 
which inter alia includes proper 
incorporation and decomposition so as 
to supply organic matter for improving 
the soil physio-chemical and biological 
properties.

Dr Indra Mani Mishra, Head, Division 
of Agriculture Engineering said that 
crop residues can be a feedstock for 
composite products such as fibreboard, 

PHD Chamber in association with 
the World Trade Centre organized 

a ‘Seminar on Importance of Energy 
Efficiency for MSMEs’ on January 30, 
2019 at EDC Limited, Panaji. 

Mr. Vishwanath, Chairman, MSME 
Committee, PHD Chamber said that 
MSMEs need to be innovative and should 
adopt new technologies for growth of 
their companies as well as carry out 
periodic Energy Audits so that wastages 
in energy consumption can be plugged.

Mr. H. P. Kumar, Former CMD, NSIC 
stressed on the need of periodic 
Energy Audits to reduce wasteful 
energy consumption and thus become 
competitive in the pricing of products.

Mr. G. R. Akadas, Director, MSME 

paper, liquid fuels and others. Several 
straw-to-fiber board business ventures 
have emerged in recent years with 
mixed success. 

Other speakers included Mr. V.N. Kale, 
Additional Commissioner, Department 
of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers 
Welfare; Dr. Bhure Lal, Chairman, EPCA 

DI, Goa urged MSMEs to implement 
Lean Manufacturing practices in their 
organizations to reduce the use of 
energy. 

Other speakers included Mr. K B Kulkarni, 

and Hon’ble Member, Supreme Court 
Monitoring Committee; Dr. J.S. Samra, 
Senior Adviser (Renewable Energy 
Programme), CRRID, Chandigarh and 
Dr. Nitin Labhsetwar, Chief Scientist and 
Head Energy and Resource Management 
Division, CSIR-NEERI.

Proprietor, Comfort Services; Mr. Anish 
Sousa, Founder and CEO of Sun 360; 
Mr. Ketan Kenkre, Director, Sanya Energy 
LLP and Mr. Vijay Kalinani, DGM Small 
Industries Bank of India. 
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Meeting with Hon’ble Minister of State for Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change

Meeting with Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest 
& Climate Change

A PHDCCI delegation led by Mr. Binay 
Kumar, Past President PHD Chamber 

along with Dr Mahesh Reddy, Secretary 
General PHDCCI and the secretariat team 
met Mr. Babul Supriyo, Hon’ble Minister 
of State for Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change on July 3, 2019 at New 
Delhi. The meeting was to congratulate 
the Hon’ble Minister on assuming 
charge of the Environment Ministry and 
also to give suggestions for combating 
Air Pollution. A discussion was held with 
regard to a series of initiatives taken by 
PHD Chamber to improve Air quality and 
reducing Carbon footprint. The Hon’ble 
Minister also brought up the issue of 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President and 

comprising of Dr. Mahesh Y Reddy, 
Secretary General, Dr. H P Kumar, 
Consultant, Dr. Ranjeet Mehta, Principal 
Director, Ms. Kanchan Zutshi, Secretary 
and Mr. Piyush Sharma, Joint Secretary 
met Mr. C K Mishra, Secretary, Ministry 
of Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change on  April 18, 2019 at New Delhi. 
The meeting was to apprise him about 
the difficulties expressed by industry 
in implementation of recent directives 
issued for meeting the deadline to 
complete OCEMS installation and 
migration to PNG in Delhi NCR, Haryana, 
Rajasthan & UP.

rampant Air Pollution in his constituency Asansol and asked PHD Chamber to come 
up with a comprehensive plan to tackle the issue.
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The Foreign Trade & Investment Committee was reconstituted with Mr. Vijay Mehta as Chairman and Mr. Sanjay Beswal 
as Co-chairman. The Committee organizes events concerning foreign trade and investments.

Foreign Trade & Investment

Revitalizing India’s Exports Growth Trajectory

Meeting on Expanding India’s Exports to USA and China 
Called by Commerce Secretary, Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry

The Foreign Trade and Investment 
Committee of PHD Chamber 

organized an Open House Discussion 
on ‘Revitalizing the Exports Growth 
Trajectory’ on March 27, 2019 at PHD 
House, New Delhi. During the Open 
House, a Study on ‘Prospects for Exports 
from India: Five Pronged Strategy to 
Achieve USD 700 Billion Merchandise 
Exports by 2025’ was released by the 
eminent dignitaries.

Mr. Rajeev Kher, Former Commerce 
Secretary and Distinguished Fellow, 
Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries mentioned about 
the interconnectivities between domestic 
economic policies and international 
trade policies. 

PHD Chamber participated in 
a meeting called by Dr Anup 

Wadhawan, Commerce Secretary, 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry on 
June 7, 2019 at Ministry of Commerce, 
New Delhi. The Chamber provided 
inputs to strategically enhance India’s 
exports to China and suggested ease of 
doing business reforms for companies 
relocating from China to India for 
establishing production processes and 
enhancing exports from India.

Mr. D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, 
PHD Chamber mentioned a five-pronged 
strategy to take India’s exports growth 
trajectory to USD 700 billion in the 
next six years by 2024-25. Mr. Sanjay 

Aggarwal, Vice President, PHD Chamber 
called for further improvements in trade 
infrastructure, robust policy environment 
and enhanced ease of doing business 
for export facilitation. 
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Meeting with Director General of Foreign Trade, DGFT, 
Government of India

Meeting on Formulation and Implementation of an 
Effective Trade Policy with Hon’ble Union Minister  
of Commerce And Industry

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Mr. Vipin Vohra, Co-chairman, 

Civil Aviation Committee, Mr. Rupinder 
Singh Sachdeva, Managing Committee 
Member, Dr S P Sharma, Chief 
Economist and Ms. Surbhi Sharma, 
Associate Economist met Mr. Alok 
Chaturvedi, Director General of Foreign 
Trade, Directorate General of Foreign 
Trade (DGFT) on April 3, 2019 at Udyog 
Bhawan, New Delhi. The delegation 
apprised DGFT about industry related 
concerns related to SEIS and Bureau of 
Indian Standards for improving ease of 
doing business in the country.

A PHD Chamber delegation led 
by Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal, Vice 

President along with Dr Mahesh Y 
Reddy, Secretary General, Mr. Sanjay 
Beswal, Co-chairman, Foreign Trade 
and Investment Committee and officials 
from PHD Research Bureau participated 
in an interaction with Mr. Piyush Goyal, 
Hon’ble Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry and Mr. Hardeep Singh Puri, 
Hon’ble Minister of State Commerce 
and Industry along with Commerce 
Secretary, Directorate General of Foreign 
Trade  and other senior Government 
officials on September 11, 2019 at Hotel 
Ashok, New Delhi. The interaction was 
on the regulatory instruments for the 
formulation and implementation of an 
effective trade policy. 

PHD Chamber suggested that there is a 
need to promote the import of technology 
rather than products especially in the 

telecom and IT sector to strengthen indigenous industry and generate employment 
opportunities for the growing young workforce. Further, easing environmental 
clearance permissions for investments and reforming the process under Advance 
Authorization Licenses would be an important trade policy instrument.
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Healthcare-Hospitals Committee was constituted under the Chairmanship of Dr T.S. Kler. Dr Dharmender Nagar and Mr. 
Ganesh Prasad Sabat are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. This Committee organizes events on issues confronting 

the healthcare system in the country.

The Healthcare-Diagnostics Committee was constituted under the Chairmanship of Dr Harsh Mahajan. Dr Dharmender 
Nagar and Mr. Ganesh Prasad Sabat are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. 

Healthcare-Hospitals

Healthcare-Diagnostics

PHD Chamber in association with 
AIOCD Pharmasofttech AWACS 

Pvt. Ltd. & Chemistlink organized a 
conference on Pharmacy to E-Wellness 
Store on October 29, 2018 at PHD 
House, New Delhi. The objective was 
to share information and best practices 
concerning monitoring and insuring 
safety from online websites selling 
drugs.

Eminent dignitaries included Mr. Ashwini 
Kumar, Chief Promotor, Pharma Solution; 
Mr. Ameesh Masurekar, Director, AIOCD-
AWACS; Mr. K R Chawla, Assistant Drug 
Controller, CDSCO; Mr. Rampat, Team 

PHD Chamber in association with the FOPE & Patient Safety and Access Initiative of India Foundation organized a roundtable 
discussion with ASOP Global Delegation on Online Pharmacy- Challenges & Opportunities on October 30, 2018 at PHD 

House, New Delhi.

Mr. Jeffrey Gren, ASOP Global Board Member, ASOP Global gave a presentation about Global Illegal Internet Drug Sales Problem 
and all global initiatives of ASOP in India. Mr. B.R. Sikri, President, FOPE talked about the danger of online pharmacy like high 
chances of abuse, fake prescription, scan signature having no authentication, black marketing with sky high discount schemes, 
multiple dispensing, high risk of self-medication, noncompliance, easy accessibility to mentally ill patients, etc.

Conference on Pharmacy to E-Wellness Store

Round Table Discussion with ASOP Global Delegation on 
Online Pharmacy Challenges and Opportunities

leader, Top Retailers Group Delhi; Mr. Shivek Dhar, National Pharmacy Channel

Manager, Hindustan Unilever and Ms. Ashwini Sadhawarte, Retail Pharmacy Owner.
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PHD Chamber with the support of 
Department of Pharmaceuticals, 

Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 
organized a workshop on ‘Good 
Pharmacy Practice’ (GPP)-Training for 
Retail / Community Pharmacist on July 
10, 2019 at Hotel Howard Plaza-The 
Fern Agra, Uttar Pradesh.

Chief Guest, Mr. Shiv Sharan Singh, 
Assistant Commissioner (Drug), Food 
Safety & Drug Administration, Govt. of 
Uttar Pradesh said that Pharmacists 
have to get out of the vyapar mentality 
and take a professional approach.  Prof. 
Brijesh Kumar Tiwari, Head, Department 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Dr D.K. Aggarwal, Senior Vice 

President and comprising of Mr. Anil 
Khaitan, Immediate Former President, 
Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary General 
and Mr. Vivek Seigell, Principal Director 
met Mr. Mansukh L. Mandaviya, Hon’ble 
Minister of State, Ministry of Chemicals 
& Fertilizers on August 26, 2019 at 
New Delhi. Dr Aggarwal  invited the 
Hon’ble Minister for the Annual Health 
Conference PharmaMed HD 2019.

A PHD Chamber delegation led 
by Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President 

and comprising of Mr. Bejon Mishra, 
Chairman, Public Health Committee, 
Dr Mahesh Y Reddy, Secretary General 
along with the secretariat team met Dr 
P. D. Vaghela, Secretary, Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals 
& Fertilizers on August 14, 2019 at 
New Delhi to invite him for the Annual 
Health Conference ‘6th PharmaMed HD 
2019-Transforming the perception of 
Indian Healthcare Industry’.

Workshop on Good Pharmacy Practice-Training for Retail 
/ Community Pharmacist

Meeting with Minister of State, Ministry of Chemicals & 
Fertilizers

Meeting with Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers

of Pharmacy, Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Agra conducted a detailed training 
session on Good Pharmacy Practice for the delegates.



 114th Annual Report 2018-19          [ 73 ]

A PHD Chamber delegation led by 
Dr T S Kler, Chairman, Health 

Committee and comprising of Mr. Vivek 
Seigell, Principal Director and Mr. Ravi 
Rathod, Deputy Secretary met Prof. 
Balram Bhargava, Director General, 
Indian Council of Medical Research 
& Secretary, Department of Health 
Research, Ministry of Health & Family 
Welfare on July 24, 2019 at AIIMS 
Campus, New Delhi. The delegation 
discussed concerns regarding the 
spread of mental illness in India. The 
Chamber proposed to organize series of 
Awareness Workshops on Mental Health 
with the support of ICMR.

PHD Chamber with the support of 
Department of Pharmaceuticals, 

Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, 
organized the workshop on ‘Good 
Pharmacy Practice’ (GPP) on August 
30, 2019 at Hotel Radisson Blu, 
Amritsar, Punjab. The key objective of 
the workshop was to provide training 
to Community & Retail Pharmacists for 
improving standards and practice of 
distribution and use of medicines.

Chief Guest, Mr. Karun Sachdev, Zonal 
Licensing Authority, Govt of Punjab 
urged all the chemists and druggists to 
regularly update their knowledge about 
the new medicines, their interactions and 
the regulations. 

The other eminent dignitaries present 
were  Mr. Amarpal Singh, Drug Control 
officer, Govt. Of Punjab; Mr. Raj Pal 
Khullar, President, Punjab State Pharmacy 
Council; Mr. Surinder Duggal, President, 

Meeting with Director General, Indian Council of Medical 
Research & Secretary, Department of Health Research, 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

Workshop on Good Pharmacy Practice-Training for Retail 
/ Community 

Punjab Chemist Association & Vice President, North Zone, All India Organisation of 
Chemist & Druggist (AIOCD); Prof. Preet Mohinder Singh Bedi, Head, Department 
of Pharmacy, Gurunanak Dev University, Amritsar; Dr Rahul Arora, Secretary, Indian 
Medical Association Amritsar; Dr Nitish Bhatia, Associate Professor, Khalsa College 
of Pharmacy, Amritsar and Mr. Sanjeev Bhatia, President, Amritsar Retail Chemist 
Association.
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PHD Chamber in association with 
Department of Pharmaceuticals, 

Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers  & 
Department of Biotechnology, Ministry 
of Science & Technology organized the 
6th PharmaMed HD- Transforming the 
Perception of Indian HealthCare Industry 
on  September 17, 2019 at PHD House, 
New Delhi. 

Chief Guest, Mr. D V Sadananda Gowda 
Hon’ble Minister of Chemicals & 
Fertilizers, said that the Indian industry 
can give a big push to the growth of 
healthcare sector in the country.   He 
further emphasized that the thrust of the 
government is on facilitating the industry 
to ensure the best healthcare delivery to 
the citizens for making India- a global 
leader in quality healthcare.

Dr D. K. Aggarwal, Senior Vice 
President, PHD Chamber said that there 
is a significant scope for enhancing 
healthcare services considering the 
major focus of the government on 

6th PharmaMed HD- Transforming the perception of 
Indian Healthcare Industry

Healthcare for All.  Dr T S Kler, Chairman, 
Health Committee, PHD Chamber 
recommended that uniformity of 
standards needs to be bought in Indian 
Healthcare Sector. Prof. Bejon Mishra, 
Chairman, Public Health Committee, 
PHD Chamber recommended that 
we need to take Jan Aushadhi as our 
mission where 50 crore patients & 1.5 
lakh Wellness Centers under Ayushman 
Bharat should be linked with Jan 
Aushadhi.

Other speakers included Mr. Bhargav 
Kotadia, MD, Sahajanand Medical 
Technologies and Dr. Jitender Sharma, 
Medical Technology Industry expert. Mr. 
Sudhansh Pant, Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Health & Family Welfare chaired the 
first panel discussion on ‘Brand Indian 
Healthcare Industry and its perception’ 
while Dr V G Somani, Drug Controller 
General of India, CDSCO chaired the 
second panel discussion on ‘Medical 
Devices’. 
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The Housing & Urban Development Committee was re-constituted with Mr. Aakash Ohri as Chairman.  Mr. Piyush Lohia and 
Mr. Vivek Jain are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. The Committee organizes events with regard to issues confronting 

the Housing, Real Estate and Urban Development in the country.

The Housing and Urban Development 
Committee of PHD Chamber 

organized an Open House Discussion on 
RERA Act: Its Impact and Implications 
on August 20, 2019 at PHD Chamber, 
New Delhi.

Mr. K K Khandewal, Chairman, Real 

Open House Discussion on RERA Act: Its Impact and 
Implications

Estate Regulatory Authority, Gurugram 
while explaining the RERA Act opined 
that legislation formed should be sector 
specific, comprehensive and address 
the objectives it is suppose to address. 

Mr. Balvinder Kumar, Member, U.P. - Real 
Estate Regulatory Authority  assured 

that the RERA team is doing their best 
to recover money from the defaulting 
builders and compensate to the allottees.
UP RERA has set up a consulting agency 
to advise on implementation of a single 
window system.

Housing and Urban Development
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HR & Industrial Relations
The HR & Industrial Relations Committee was re-constituted with Mr. Ravi Wig as Chairman and Mr. Rajendra Prasad 

Singh as Co-chairman. The Committee organizes events on matters concerning industrial relations and labour laws in 
India.

Seminar on Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace 
and Bringing Industry Closer to Talent Opportunities - 
NCS Portal

PHDCCI Udhyog Parivar Conference on Labour Law 
Reforms – Accelerating Ease of Doing Business
Employment Generation| Industrial Growth | Ease of Living

PHD Chamber jointly with KAS 
organized a seminar on ‘Sexual 

Harassment of Women at Workplace 
and Bringing Industry Closer to 
Talent Opportunities – NCS Portal’ on 
November 16, 2018 at Lemon Tree 
Hotel, Gurgaon.

Ms. Seema Trikha, Member of Legislative 
Assembly, Haryana while inaugurating 
the seminar asserted that the victims 
of sexual harassment are mostly girls/
women which indicates that it is not 
safe for girls to move out of their houses 
as they are harassed everywhere be it 
an educational institute or workplace. 
She emphasized that this evil can be 
challenged by disseminating proper 
information, education and by making 
women financially independent. 

Mr. Ravi Wig, Chairman, IR and HR 
Committee, PHD Chamber said that 

PHDCCI HR IR Committee and KAS 
organized the Udhyog Parivar 

Conference on Labour Law Reforms – 
Accelerating Ease of Doing Business 
with the theme Employment Generation, 
Industrial Growth and Ease of Living on 
September 18, 2019 at PHD House, 
New Delhi.  Mr. Heeralal Samariya, 
Secretary, Ministry of Labour & 
Employment said that his Ministry is 
working towards uniform definition of 
all codes and removing all ambiguities. 
He asked PHDCCI members to put forth 
suggestions on three labour codes 
that are in pipeline so that appropriate 
modifications can be made that suits 

it is the duty of all to create a clean 
environment for women so that they can 
also contribute their share in growth of 
family, society and the country. Technical 
Issues on sexual harassment of women 
at workplace were addressed by Ms. 
Priya Khanna, Advocate, and Ms. Shikha 
Anand, Director, Directorate General of 

Employment, Ministry of Labour and 
Employment. Ms. Bhawna Singhal, 
Project Manager, Directorate General 
of Employment, Ministry of Labour 
and Employment made a presentation 
on how employers can make use of 
National Career Service (NCS).

both employees and employers. 

Mr. Ravi Wig reiterated that Udyog Parivar Conference is a step towards forging 
harmonious relations between employees and employers.
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Hydrocarbons
The Hydrocarbons Committee was re-constituted under the Chairmanship of Mr. Sanjeev Agrawal. Mr. Pawan Kumar 

Tibrawalla and Mr. Sarthak Behuria are the Co-chairmen of the Committee. The Committee organizes events on issues 
relating to the Hydrocarbon sector in the country.

The Hydrocarbons Committee of PHD 
Chamber organized a ‘National Oil 

& Gas Summit-2018’ on December 
4, 2018 at PHD House, New Delhi. 
Chief Guest, Mr. Amar Nath, IAS, Joint 
Secretary (E), Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas stated that investments in 
oil and gas will not turn irrelevant for the 
next few decades even in the context of 
climate change and increasing pollution 
as alternate fuels to generate energy 
will take time to mature and they would 
continue to encourage exploration of oil 
and gas. 

Mr. D Purkayastha, ED-Head EXCOM, Oil 
and Natural Gas Corporation deliberated 

The Hydrocarbons & America’s 
Committee, PHD Chamber jointly 

organized an interactive session with 
a delegation from Houston, US on 
November 14, 2018 at PHD House, New 
Delhi. 

H.E. Mr. Sylvester Turner, Mayor, City 
of Houston, leader of the delegation 
urged India Inc. to partner with its 

National Oil & Gas Summit-2018

Interactive Session with The Delegation from Houston, 
USA

on elements such as Demand-Supply outlook of Oil & Gas in India; National Seismic 
Program; National Data Repository and Hydrocarbon Exploration Licensing Policy.

counterpart at Houston and collaborate 
with them including the Government of 
Houston with the confluence of inbound 
and outbound capital and technology. 
Other speakers included Mr. Josh 
Davis, Director, International Trade, 
Greater Houston Partnership and Mr. 
Sanjay Ramabhadran, Board of Director, 
METRO.

Mr. Sanjeev Agrawal, Chairman, 
Hydrocarbons Committee, PHD 
Chamber stated that trade ties between 
India and the State of Texas in key 
sectors such as hydrocarbons, energy, 
technology and agriculture have become 
critical for building a bright future for 
both the countries.
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The Hydrocarbons Committee of PHD 
Chamber organized the ‘Natural Gas 

Conclave 2019 - India Moving towards 
Clean Energy’ on March 26, 2019 at 
PHD House, New Delhi. 

Chief Guest, Mr. D K Sarraf, Chairperson, 
Petroleum & Natural Gas Regulatory 
Board (PNGRB), stated that no stringent 
regulations would be made applicable 

Natural Gas Conclave 2019- India Moving Towards Clean 
Energy

on new LNG terminals, proposed to be 
put up by multinationals to make sure 
that the required LNG availability is made 
available for industrial consumption. 
However, the required norms and 
standards for registration and safety 
for laying gas pipelines, CNG stations 
and even LNG terminals would have to 
be strictly observed by the concerned 

stakeholders, added Mr. Sarraf.

Guest of Honour, Mr. Saurabh Kumar, 
Managing Director, Energy Efficiency 
Services Limited said that the peak 
power demand of the country could be 
met through suitable integration of gas 
with renewables and other fossil fuels. 

. 

A PHD Chamber delegation led by Mr. 
Pawan K. Tibrawalla, Co-chairman, 
Hydrocarbons Committee and Dr. 
Ranjeet Mehta, Principal Director and 
Mr. Tushar Sharma, Assistant Secretary 
met Mr. D K Sarraf, Chairperson, 
Petroleum & Natural Gas Regulatory 
Board (PNGRB) on January 4, 2019 at 
New Delhi. The meeting was to discuss 
issues of laying of gas pipe lines and 
hike in transportation charges of gas.

Meeting with Chairperson, Petroleum & Natural Gas 
Regulatory Board (PNGRB)
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The ICT & Electronics was constituted under the Chairmanship of Mr. Ashok Tiwari. Mr. Kunal Singhal is the Co-chairman 
of the Committee. This Committee holds deliberations with policymakers on issues confronting the ICT & Electronics 

sector in the country.

Mr. Kunal Singhal, Co-chairman, ICT 
and Electronics Committee and Mr. 

Vivek Seigell, Principal Director, ICT and 
Electronics Committee, PHD Chamber 
met Mr. M.S. Rao, IAS, President and 
CEO, National eGovernance Division 
(NeGD), Ministry of Electronics and IT 
(MeitY) on July 25, 2019 at New Delhi. 
The meeting was to invite Mr. M.S. Rao 
for the conference on eGovernance.

ICT and Electronics Committee, PHD 
Chamber conducted E-Waste Mass 
Awareness Programme through Ad Film 
in Cinema/theatres in collaboration with 
Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY) and in partnership 
with Ministry of Environment Forest 
& Climate Change  through 1 minute 
ad film on awareness of E-Waste and 
its safe disposal. The Ad film was 
broadcasted from Sep 22 - Oct 5, 2018 
for a period of 45 days in 1998 cinema 
halls and multiplexes of 24 States and 
UTs in Hindi, English and other regional 
languages, which reached out to 14.28 
Crore (as per Impact Study of Ministry 
of I&B, Govt. of India) people, who 
watched and observed the Ad Film. 

PHD Chamber tied up with management 
colleges of various States, where 
students participated in research activity 
and hence collected feedback from 
2526 respondents who watched the ad 
film in the theatres. 

  

Meeting with President and CEO, National eGovernance 
Division, Ministry of Electronics and IT

E-Waste Mass Awareness Programme through Ad Film 
in Cinema/Theatres, Multiple Locations

ICT & Electronics

• 14.28 Crore people were exposed to 
the film.

• The Ad Film registered with 73% of the 
respondents after the show. 

• 80% of people considered overall 
quality of communication to be Excellent/
Good. 

• 74% of respondents mentioned that 
they will recommend their family and 
peers to watch the advertisement at a 
nearby theatre. 

• 73% of respondents considered the 
Technical Knowledge imparted in the Ad 

Film to be Excellent / Good. Bulletin.  

• 72% of respondents mentioned that 
they will ask family and peers to visit the 

Website- www.greene.gov.in. 

• 71% of respondents were of the view 
that Ad film had a Strong/Good impact

through its message.
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India Nepal Centre
The India Nepal Centre is headed by Amb. K.V. Rajan as Chairman. The Centre organizes various events for the promotion 

of Indo-Nepal Cooperation in various sectors of the economy.

CNI Leadership Meeting

Nepal Tourism Promotion Summit

Under the aegis of India-Nepal Centre 
(INC) and in association with the 

Embassy of Nepal, New Delhi and the 
Indian Institute of Public Policy (IIPP), 
Chennai, PHD Chamber organized a 
Nepal Tourism Promotion Summit on 
February 6, 2019 at Chennai. Former 
Indian Ambassador to Nepal, K.V. Rajan, 
Chairman, India-Nepal Centre, PHD 
Chamber delivered the key note address. 
Mr. Kashi Raj Bhandari, Director, Nepal 
Tourism Promotion Board gave a 
presentation on the potential of tourism-
led businesses in Nepal.

Two technical sessions were held. 
Session-I on ‘Promoting Tourism in 
Nepal’ focused on heritage, religious, 
adventure, film, ecological, medical and 
wellness tourism. Speakers included 
Mr. Krishna Hari Pushkar, Minister 
(Economic), Embassy of Nepal, India; 
Mr. K C Sundaram, Director, IIPP; Dr. 
Prasad Davids, SICCI; Dr. Chetan Ginigeri, 
Senior Consultant, Aster CMI Hospital; 
Mr. M B Sridharan, Vice President, Indo-
ASEAN Srilanka Chamber of Commerce; 
Mr. P Nandagopal, Secretary, Andhra 
Chamber of Commerce, Chennai and Mr. 
T N Ranganathan, Consultant.

Technical Session-II on ‘Channelizing 
Investment in Tourism Sector in Nepal’ 
was moderated by Mr. Somi Hazari, SICCI. 
Speakers included Mr. Tirtha Prakash 
Poudel, Counselor, Embassy of Nepal, 
India; Mr. Choza Naachiar Rajasekhar, 
President, Tamil Chamber of Commerce 
(TCC); Mr. R Rangachari, Consultant; 
Mr. Hugh R Cruz, Head-Protocol & 
Trade Development, Romania Consulate 
Office, Chennai; Ms. Bina Karamjeet, 
Secretary General, South India Hotels 
and Restaurants Association, Chennai 
and Mr. Jambunathan Elango, Secretary, 
IndoASEAN-Sri Lanka Chamber of 
Commerce.

Mr. Hari Bhakta Sharma, President, Confederation of Nepalese Industries (CNI) visited PHD House on December 13, 2018 
and interacted with PHD Chamber’s leadership led by Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President. The discussion focused on India-Nepal 

relations and prospects of Indian investment in Nepal. 
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Meeting with Nepal Ambassador

The India-Nepal Centre (INC) of PHD 
Chamber hosted a felicitation and 

an interaction program for the new 
Ambassador of Nepal to India, H.E. Mr. 
Nilambar Acharya on March 26, 2019 at 
PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. Anil Khaitan 
Immediate Former President, PHDCCI, 
hoped that with the establishment of 

INC, trade facilitations between India and 
Nepal would flourish with the desired 
objectives.

Ambassador Acharya sought closer 
economic, social and cultural 
engagements with India, emphasizing 
that both countries though close, need 

to widen and broad base the canvas of 
their relationship. Ambassador Acharya 
identified areas such as hydro, tourism, 
roads and highways, and other similar 
industries for mutual cooperation as 
Nepal needs Indian investments in these 
areas for its economic upliftment.

PHDCCI Delegation to Nepal

PHD Chamber had been invited by the 
Investment Board Nepal (IBN) for 

Nepal Investment Summit (March 29-
30, 2019, Kathmandu), to send a high 
level business delegation to Kathmandu. 
Accordingly, a delegation was mounted 
under the aegis of India-Nepal Centre 
(INC) to Kathmandu from March 28-
30, 2019 with a focus on investment 
opportunities in key identified areas.

The PHD Chamber delegation included 
Ambassador K V Rajan, Chairman, 
IndiaNepal Centre; Mr. Ajay Poddar, 
Chairman, Committee for ASEAN, East 
Asia & Oceania; Mr. R Balachander, 
Partner, EY & MC Member; Mr. Kazem 
Shamandari, CEO, Terraferma & French 
Bakery; Mr. Kamlesh Jain, ED & CFO, 

Varun Beverages Ltd; Mr. K C Sundaram, Director, Indian Institute of Public Policy; 
Mr. Devendra Singh, CEO, Enviro Heights Pvt Ltd and Mr. Vinod Kinger, CEO, Kinger 
Electronics. The delegation met Dr Ajay Kumar, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of 
India in Nepal, Kathmandu and some key functionaries of the Government of Nepal.
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India-Nepal Business Summit

PHD Chamber under aegis of its 
India-Nepal Centre (INC) / State 

Development Council (SDC) and in 
association with the Embassy of Nepal, 

New Delhi, India organized “India-Nepal 
Business Summit” on May 30, 2019 in 
Bhopal. Mr. P C Sharma, Minister for 
Civil Aviation, Science & Technology, 

Law & Legal Affairs & Public Relations, 
Madhya Pradesh persuaded the 
concerned stakeholders to channelize 
more businesses between Madhya 
Pradesh and Nepal.

Mr. K V Rajan, Chairman, India-Nepal 
Centre, PHDCCI focused on the fact that 
both countries have the advantage of 
political stability and economic priorities 
be reshaped for achieving bilateral as 
well regional economic cooperation. 
Other speakers included Mr. Nilambar 
Acharya, Ambassador of Nepal in India; 
Mr. Akhilesh Mishra, Director General, 
Indian Council of Cultural Relations 
(ICCR) and Mr. Tirtha Poudel, Counselor 
(Economic), Embassy of Nepal.

India-Nepal Economic Partnership Summit

In order to explore the trade and 
investment opportunities in the 

economic development of India’s 
Northeast Region and Nepal, PHDCCI 
under the aegis of its India-Nepal Centre 
and State Development Council and in 
association with the Embassy of Nepal, 
New Delhi, organized “India-Nepal 
Economic Partnership Summit” on June 
28, 2019 at Gangtok, Sikkim. 

Chief Guest, Mr. Prem Singh Tamang, 
Chief Minister, Sikkim shared his 
perspectives on the opportunities that 
are prevalent in Sikkim and the need 
for collaborative efforts for making a 
framework of comprehensive regional 
and sub-regional economic cooperation.

HE Mr. Nilambar Acharya, Ambassador 
of Nepal pointed out that in sectors 
such as energy; infrastructure; 

tourism; agriculture & food processing; 
healthcare; education; skill development 
& start-ups and services India-Nepal 
co-operation can be boosted through 
proactive “East Connection” for 
economic development. Other speakers 
included Mr. Krishna Hari Pushkar, 
Minister (Economic), Embassy of Nepal; 

Mr. Alok Srivastava, Chief Secretary of 
Sikkim; Prof Mahendra Lama, Professor 
(South Asian Economies), JNU & 
Member, EPG on Nepal-India Relations 
and Ambassador Mr. K V Rajan, 
Chairman, India-Nepal Centre, PHDCCI 
and India’s former Ambassador to Nepal.
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The PHD Chamber in association with 
Embassy of Nepal and CNI organized 

“Advantage Nepal Conclave” and “India-
Nepal Roundtable Meeting: Reimagining 
South Asia” on July 8, 2019 at India 
International Centre, New Delhi.

Mr. Nilambar Acharya, The Nepalese 
Ambassador emphasized that given 
the intensity of Nepalese traditional 
relationship with India, the latter is a 
country which Nepal trusts the most 
for its economic and social upliftment 
and that it expects an uninterrupted 
and complete cooperation of India to 
rebuilding a new Nepal. 

The conclave focused on sectors 
where India-Nepal co-operation can 
be further strengthened to achieve the 
desired goals for Nepal’s economic 
development..

Advantage Nepal Conclave and India-Nepal Roundtable 
Meeting: Re-imagining South Asia
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Indirect Taxes
The Indirect Taxes Committee is headed by Mr. Bimal Jain as Chairman and Mr. N. K. Gupta as Co-chairman. Besides 

formulating the Pre and Post Budget memoranda of PHD Chamber, the Committee organizes events and makes 
representations to the government from time to time, to highlight issues of indirect taxation especially GST.

GST Conclave Amendments in CGST, IGST, UTGST, SGST 
Acts

Changes in GST Law and Practical aspects of GST Annual 
Return (GSTR-9)/ GST Audit (GSTR-9C)

The First Conclave of the GST Series 
on ‘Amendments Made in CGST, 

IGST, UTGST, SGST Acts effective from 
February 1, 2019’ was held on January 
31, 2019 at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. 
Bimal Jain, Chairman, Indirect Taxes 

The Second Conclave of the GST 
Series, ‘Important changes in GST 

Law effective from February 1, 2019 
and Practical aspects of GST Annual 
Return (GSTR-9)/ GST Audit (GSTR-
9C)’ was held on February 21, 2019 
at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. Anil 
Khaitan, Immediate Former President, 
PHD Chamber said that India should 
enhance its tax base and revenue 
collection so that the government could 
use the surplus to improve the quality 
of education and health sectors. Mr. 
Bimal Jain, Chairman, Indirect Taxes 
Committee, PHD Chamber praised the 
government’s initiative to put GST in the 
right perspective.

Committee and Mr. N. K. Gupta, Co-
chairman, Indirect Taxes Committee, 
PHD Chamber; Mr. Deepak Suneja, 
Nitya Tax Associates; Mr. Shivam Mehta, 
Lakshmikumaran & Sridharan; Mr. Anil 
Sood, CAS Associates; Mr. Rakesh 

Mr. Sandeep Bhatnagar, Member, CBIC 
assured India Inc. that on the issue of 
threshold limit of Rs. 40,000, the Council 
is exploring all legitimate possibilities to 

Garg, S S Kothari Mehta & Co.; Mr. 
Onkar Sharma, Advaita Legal and Mr. 
Abhi Narayan Mishra, Principal Director- 
Finance & HR, PHD Chamber shared 
their views on the amendments.

implement the threshold limit within the 
timeframe so that the industry could take 
maximum advantage of the decision.
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GST Conclave on Practical Aspects of GST Audit Report 
(GSTR-9C) and how to fill up the Form clause by clause

GST Conclave on Practical aspects of GST Annual Return 
(GSTR-9) and how to fill up the Form clause by clause

The Fifth Conclave of the GST Series on “Practical 
aspects of GST Audit Report (GSTR-9C) and how 

to fill up the Form clause by clause“ was held on 
May 17, 2019 at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. Bimal 
Jain, Chairman, Indirect Taxes Committee, PHDCCI 
enumerated a number of issues relating to GSTR-9 
and GSTR-9C and suggested heavy pruning in their 
sizes as well as tables to set the system in right 
perspective for the benefit of trade and industry. 

Mr. S K Rahman, ADG, Directorate General of 
Goods and Services Tax indicated that a package of 
amendments is being prepared by the government 
pertaining to various rules and regulations relating 
to GST. 

The Fourth Conclave of the GST Series 
was held on “Practical aspects of GST 

Annual Return (GSTR-9) and how to fill 
up the Form clause by clause” was held 
on April 12, 2019 at PHD House, New 
Delhi. Mr. Rajeev Talwar, President, PHD 
Chamber urged India Inc. not to evade its 
tax liabilities and on the contrary support 
the government in terms of paying its 
legitimate tax dues. Mr. Prakash Kumar, 
CEO, GSTN urged the taxpayers to 
honour their tax compliance well within 
the time frame as systems have been 
largely modified and updated as per the 
convenience of taxpayers.

Mr. Bimal Jain, Chairman, Indirect Taxes 
Committee, PHDCCI pointed out that on 
the exports front, the process for refund 

disbursement has smoothened but on 
input tax credit front a lot more needs to 
be done.

The Third Conclave of the GST Series 
was held on “ITC under the Amended 

GST Act and implications of new rates 
of GST on Real Estate and Construction 
Sector” on March 14, 2019 at PHD 
House, New Delhi.

Dr John Joseph, Member(Budget), 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs asserted that GST on 90 
percent of commodities has slipped 
to pre-GST regime and that protracted 
efforts are being made to further 
rationalize the GST on remaining items.

ITC under the Amended GST Act and implications of new 
rates of GST on Real Estate and Construction Sector 
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The Eighth Conclave of the GST Series 
on “Dispute Resolution Scheme, Key 

Advance Rulings and GST New Return 
Systems” was held on August 26, 2019 
at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. Bimal Jain, 
Chairman, Indirect Taxes Committee, 
PHDCCI appreciated the government 
for bringing in procedural changes in 
New GST Return Format. In the New 
GST Return Format, taxpayers would be 
required to file FORM GST RET-1/2/3, on 
the basis of option selected. 

The Conclave was graced by Mr. Prabin 
Dokania, CFO and Mr. Vivek Kumar, AVP 
(Services). 

Conclave on Dispute Resolution Scheme, Key Advance 
Rulings and GST New Return Systems

The Seventh Conclave of the GST Series was held on “Important Changes in 
Customs and GST – Union Budget 2019 and GST Outward Supply - Detailed 

analysis & discussion on various provisions with relevant Advance Ruling and 

Important Changes in Customs and GST – Union Budget 
2019 and GST Outward Supply 

Filing of GST Annual Return (GSTR -9) & GST Audit 
Report (GSTR - 9C)
The Sixth Conclave of the GST Series 

on Filing of GST Annual Return 
(GSTR -9) & GST Audit Report (GSTR – 
9C) – Outward Supply & Input Tax Credit 
- Understanding Issues & Compliances 
clause by clause was held on June 7, 
2019 at PHD House, New Delhi. Mr. 
Upender Gupta, Principal Commissioner 
(GST), CBIC explained about extension 
of June 30 deadline for filing of GST 
returns.

Dr D K Aggarwal, Sr. Vice President, 
PHDCCI praised the government’s 

initiative to put GST in the right perspective and proper GSTN mechanism and said 
that challenges in due course of time will be resolved.

GSTR-9 & 9C” on July 24, 2019 at PHD 
House, New Delhi.

Mr. Bimal Jain, Chairman, Indirect 
Taxes Committee, PHDCCI in his theme 
presentation stated that the budget 
has proposed a significant rejig in 
basic customs duties to encourage 
manufacturing in the country. 

Other speakers included Mr. Shashank 
Shekhar, Advaita Legal; Mr. Lucky Ahuja, 
SKP Consulting LLP; Mr. N K Gupta, Co-
chairman, Indirect Taxes Committee and 
Mr. Puneet Bansal, Nitya Tax Associates.
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The Indirect Taxes Committee 
of PHD Chamber organized a 

Conclave on “SabkaVishwas (Legacy 
Dispute Resolution) Scheme 2019” 
on, September 19, 2019 at PHD 
House, New Delhi. Chief Guest, Mr. S 
K Rahman, IRS, Commissioner (IT & 
Compliances), Directorate General of 
Systems mentioned that the aim of the 
Scheme is to resolve nearly 1.5 lakh 
cases involving an amount of Rs 3.75 
lakh crores pending under indirect taxes 
either at the Show cause notice (SCN) 
level or one or more appeal arising out 
of SCN before Commissioner (Appeals), 
CESTAT, High Courts and the Supreme 
Court. 

Conclave on SabkaVishwas (Legacy Dispute Resolution) 
Scheme, 2019


















































































































































































































































































































































































































